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HWOOD ’34 DIVORCES DROP 


+ 





Want Fed'l Subsidy to Launch 
Television, and It Will Take Plenty 





Electric Home and Farm Author- 
ity, one of the numerous NRA- 
created government bureaus, is the 
latest avenue of approach to the 
public treasury taken by the dis- 
ciples of television-by-Federal-sub- 
sidy. With minimum estimates of 
the amount of capital required to 
launch a television industry placed 
at around $200,000,000 and with big 
business indifferent to the urgings 
of television advocates, hope of any 
progress seems to lie with Uncle 
Sam and how much of that $200,- 
000,000 will go to start the boys 
off. 
It is being urged that to stimu- 
late a new industry at this time 
would fit in with the purposes of 
recovery. While the government 


has yet to reveal any attitude 
one way or the other on tele- 
vision subsidy, certain develop- 


ments suggest the probable lines 
television must take if and when 
getting started. Costs are esti- 
mated to be triple that of radio 
both on sending and receiving. 
Television will be limited to local 
communities if the engineering ex- 
perience to date is any gauge. In 
other words, sight programs can be 
broadcast only within a lMmited 
geographical radius. Efforts to 
transmit from New York to Cam- 
den, N. J., a distance of 90 miles, 
are reported as having convinced 


(Continued on page 50) 


ROOSEVELT NEW YEAR 
PARTY’S MUSIC MENU 


Requests from the White House 
for the annual New Year's party 
Dec. 29 lists ‘Home on the Range,’ 
the President's favorite song, as the 
first ‘must.’ Second request num- 
ber is ‘The Continental.’ 

The party this year in honor of 
Franklin D. Jr., and John Roose- 
velt, will include the following on 
the dance program: ‘You're the 
Top,’ ‘Merry Widow Waltz,’ ‘Any- 
thing Goes,’ ‘Two Cigarets in the 
Dark,’ ‘Alabama,’ ‘Flirtation Walk,’ 
‘June in January,’ ‘Earful of Music,’ 
‘You and the Night and Music,’ 
‘Blue Danube Waltz’ and ‘Stay As 
Sweet As You Are.’ 

Meyer Davis, playing the engage- 
ment, has composed ‘Harvard Glide’ 
in honor of the Roosevelt boys to be 
performed immediately preceding 
the supper intermission. ‘End of a 
Perfect Day’ is the finale. 





Hotcha Out 


WEVD, New York airing series of 
rograms from 135th Street Y.M. 
-A. on negro life in Harlem. In- 
stead of hotcha, series to present the 
more cultural and educational as- 
pects of the district. 

Dr. James Weldon Johnson, of 
Fisk University, opened the series 
gn Dec. 19. Next will be Dr. George 
Haynes on Dee. 26. 


Just Trying 





San Antonio, Dec. 24. 

Showless niteries here are 
giving the trade some semb- 
lance of floor entertainment 
with a local couple doing ball- 
room numbers. They oblige 
when called on by ork leader, 
which occurs every time they 
show up. 

Gal is a pro, but male half 
of the team is a 60-year-old 
business man who takes his 
dancing seriously and thrives 
on the applause garnered. A 
few berries invariably mixed 
with the applause . -e nu handi- 
cap. 


BREEN REJECTS 
U STORY HEAD 
PROPOSISH 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 


Universal's offer to Joseph I. 
Breen to become scenario chief has 
been rejected by the keeper of the 
morality seal for the Hays organ- 
ization. Decision was made after 
Breen had been in telephonic com- 
munication with Hays and other 
producer association officials in the 
east. Also understood he got a 
nibble from Metro. 

Industry’s purity leader admitted 
that the Laemmle offer was a flat- 
tering one but that he had been 
dissuaded from accepting on the 
premise that he could not be spared 
at this time. 

Breen’s contract with the Hays 
organization runs till March, 1936. 


US.C.’s Pix Course; 
Capra, MacDonald, 
Campbell Proffing 




















Hollywood, Dee. 24. 
Motion picture activities at the 
University of Southern California 
during the winter quarter opening 
Jan. 7 will include four evening 
classes in cinema activities. Staff 
will include Frank Capra, director; 
J. Farrell McDonald, actor, and 
Arthur J. Campbell, cameraman. 
In addition to lectures, students 
will participate in actual produc- 
tion of an experimental sound pic- 
ture. 


McDonald wil! conduct a course 


in acting; Campbell on cinematogra- 





phy. 
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0 SPLITS IN 
COLONY OF 20,000 


Divorces Totaled 84 in ’33 
and 81 in 32’—One Bust- 
Up Over Cards 








NO DIRT 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

The local picture bunch for 1934 
is below the film colony divorce 
record of previous years. ‘There 
were 60 divorces granted to people 
in pictures this year, and there are 
some 20,000 employed by films in 
Hollywood. The colony’s divorce 
list in ~ast years was '31, 90; ’32, 
81; °33, 84. 

And unlike some previous years, 
there was no dirt connected with 
the 1934 divorce crop, as heard in 
the courts. Those who abrogated 
their marriage arrangements were: 

Irene Bentley, who severed the 
knot with George Kent in Mexico; 
Louise A. Bradbury divorced her 
cowboy star, Bob Steele; Chloe 
Ruby quit Harry Ruby; Kay Fran- 

(Continued on page 2) 








The Cherrys Chirp 


Chicane: Dec, 20. 
Editor VARIETY: 

We saw in your paper of 
Dec. 18 a most insulting article 
written on the Cherry Sisters, 
saying that we played behind 
screens. This is false and 
vicious. 

And now we will state right 
here that we, the Cherry 
Sisters, have never played on 
any stage in all of our stage 
career behind nets or screens 
and never saw anyone who 
did. And why should we, 
when we give one of the best 
and cleanest acts that ever 
appeared on any stage? But 
we have been persecuted by 
some unprincipled booking 
agents and managers and 
editors who are unworthy of 
the name of man. 

And the connecting of our 
pure name with that Rand 
woman (Sally) is another in- 
sult. 

We hope other papers and 
periodicals will take notice. 
For in the future any pub- 
lisher who deigns to connect 
our name with screens or nets 
on any stage, or any other 
falsehood, will be taken care 
of through the courts. 

Patience has ceased to be a 
virtue with us any longer. 

Addie and Effie Cherry. 
(The Cherry Sisters.) 





This letter came in written 
on two sheets of stationery, 
one from the Hotel Burton, the | 
other from the Hotel Marion. 
The girls must be playing a 
route of writing desks. 
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Air Show Pulling Ermine-Wrapped : 


‘Carriage Trade, In on the Cuff 





A Blizzard 





Broadway is seeing its great- 
est restaurant revival of all 
times. All are primed for the 
same purpose—to reincarnate 
the spirit of the now time-hon- 
ored and historic Jack’s, Shan- 
ley’s, Rector’s, Churchill’s, Rei- 
senweber’s and kindred ‘lobster 
palaces.’ 

Since all these famous old 
New York landmarks are now 
history, each new operator, no 
matter how many are already 
open, opines that none has yet 
grasped the true atmosphere of 
yesteryear, and so they pile on. 


8-FL. SCRAPER 
TO INSPIRE’ 
SCRIBBLERS 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Metro, working on the _ theory 
that Grade A milk only comes from 
contented cows and that discon- 
tented writers can’t turn out what 
it takes in the present cubby holes 
in which scribblers are housed, is 
drawing up plans for a six or eight- 
story building in which the scribs 
will be located. If there’s a 'quake 
the first one down is a sissy. 

Currently scribbiers are scattered 
over the studio In various buildings, 
with the offices accorded the writ- 
ers a traditional burn among writ- 
ers on the lot. 

Site for the new building and its 
modernized offices not yet picked. 


Y.M.C.A. Out in Open 
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At least one of the 80-odd free 
shows weekly broadcast before in- 
vited audiences in New York City 
has developed what the theatre 
world would call a ‘carriage trade.’ 
That means limousine-transported 
patronage in top hats, evening 
clothes and ermine wraps. Such a 
turnout is a weekly phenomena of 
the gratis show at the RKO Center 
theatre, Radio City, every Sunday 
night at 8 p. m. for the General 
Motors Symphony series. 

This is probably the classiest 
broadcast series in radio history. 
Guest stars and conductors embrace 
the entire roster of the concert 
world. Just what effect the free 
shows with 8,000 cuffo music-lovers 
in the audience weekly may be hav- 
ing on the Carnegie hall appear- 
ances of the same personalities may 
be a separate story. 

Meanwhile even the mighty Ar- 
turo Toscannini himself is tene 
tatively lined up for the next 13- 
week series which follows the cure 
rent baker’s dozen just after the 
first of the year. Guest stars to date 
have included Richard Crooks, Grace 
Moore, Albert Spalding, Geraldine 
Farrar, Jose Iturbi, Jascha Heifetz, 
Harold Bauer and Lily Pons. Sched- 
uled for future Sundays to sing or 
play before the soup-and-fish free 
audiences are Lucrezia Bori, Yehudi 

(Continued on page 55) 





‘CIGARET FIRM AFTER 


NEW ORLEANS GAME 


Old Gold is figuring on an indie 
hookup to carry the Tulane-Temple 
football game from New Orleans on 
New Year’s Day. Proposed broad- 
cast calls for tying in 12 stations 
through the south and south At- 
lantic. 

If the cig account looks to the 
webs for assistance in clearing these 


spots it will probably find itself 
stymied by two situations. 
volves an auto broadcast over some 
80 CBS stations, scheduled to run 


One in- 


30 to 5:15 p. m. EST, that 


: from 2: : ‘ , ; 
For Birth Control day, and the other is the Pasadena 


Rose Bowl game (Alabama-Stan- 


. e . 
With Radio Series ford), which NBC has arranged to 





feed to practically all its affiliates 


‘ . Te Deke: =: except those on the basic blue 
p\ Tis stiz . = s + 
Young Men's Christian Associa (WJZ). In either case the New Or- 


tion comes out openly for birth con- 
trol in a new series of radio lectures 
over WEVD, New York. Two years 
ago the station started same idea, 
but let it die out after a time. 

New series on Friday nights at 
8:45 o'clock. Dr. Marie Pichel War- 
ner, a director of Margaret Sanger’s 
clinic, was the first to hand out the 
palaver (21). 





Y.W.C.A,. attitude not reported! 





Stir Becomes Theatre 
Ottawa, Dec. 24. 
The Government has authorized 
the transformation of an outmoded 
prison at Winnipeg into a theatre, 
no less. 





leans game would overlap for easte 
ern outlets. 


Nash has a similar marathon pro- 


gram Xmas Day. 





Using Boston Screens 
To Find Dr. Bigelow 


Boston, Dec. 24. 
The screen is being used as an 


aid in locating Dr. George H. Bige- 
low, missing director of the Massae 
chusetts General Hospital, 


Boston, 
Special trailers showing in Boston 
theatres list complete description of 


the noted doctor, who has been 
mysteriously missing from his home 
nearly 


three weeks. 
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Drive-In Cinemas May Get Over, 
But Groucho Marx Has His Doubts 


By FRANK SCULLY 
Hollyw ood, Dec. 24. 


Shrewdest stab for new biz, and 
one that can’t miss if prosperity 
ever gets far enough around the 


corner to those two cars in every 
garage, is the drive-in-theatre idea. 
Scheme originated in New Jersey, 
but the double play was completed 
in Hollywood, 

First house catering 100% to car- 
riage trade has been operating sev- 
eral months on Pico boulevard and 
Westwood, out in the sticks between 
the Fox and Metro studios, and its 
grosses show that the idea is in the 
money. 

Eiunch has everything in its favor 
but location. To park a car down- 
town here long enough to see a full 
program Another four 
bits for seats and that’s the end of 
that dollar. Drive-in house charges 
25e a person, car included in the 
tilt. This saving isn’t all there is 
to the drive-in idea. Even the most 
comfortable theatre seats are still 
a bit less downy than the front 
seat of a car. And the bundling 
advantages are all in favor of the 
auto, too. 

First week of drive-in wasn’t so 
hot, but the second with ‘Thin Man’ 
had cars lined up waiting to get in, 
like the Holland Tunnel on Labor 
Day. 

Bad weather is already figured in, 
because you view the show from 
your car. Cars are ranged ina 
semi-circle, each row being about 
three feet higher than the previous 
arc, giving every car a clear view 
ot the screen. 

Sound is surprisingly good. Some 
say they never heard better. Screen 
is oversize, with walls around screen 
painted black to sharpen the images. 

30x office is like the entry to a 
toll bridge, except that you douse 
your lights on entering and are 
guided by ushers’ flashlights to 
your stall. Idea was a pushover for 
Hollywood, where everybody owns 
a car and half of them have been 
trained to dine in their tonneaus. 


Groucho Chirps 


Groucho Marx thinks the fad will 
go up and down like midget golf, 
though his was hardly a fair .test 
as he tried out the idea in a car 
holding six people and ended by 
viewing the picture from the front 
bumper. He says even theatre seats 
are softer than front bumpers. 

Fine idea, he believes, for couples 
who want some quiet necking, but 
not so hot for those who go to a 
picture house simply to see a pic- 
ture. ‘Next idea will be to park 
your car and view the feature from 
a flag-pole,’ groused Groucho. ‘But 
I prefer an aisle seat in a grind 
house to this latest luxury. I guess 
Im old fashioned’ . 

Others voted affirmatively. This 
mugg, having seen the picture be- 
fore, thought the idea not so bad. 
He had the back seat all to himself 
—and it made a nice bed. 

But it’s a cinch that if parking 
problems get dearer and tougher, 
and cars get more numerous, a 
parking space that will give you a 
picture is going to be the solutiou 
of a lot of people’s picture enter- 
tainment. 

The shooting 


costs 50c. 


galleries are _ too 
stuffy. The outdoor theatres are 
too chilly. But a theatre which 
allows each patron to have as little 
or as much fresh air as he likes 
and doesn’t have to charge the 
convenience against its overhead is 
in a money position. 

It can’t expect to house more 
than 400 cars or gross more than 
$3,000 a week, since it’s confined to 
night shows, but it hasn't any leaky 
roofs to worry about either. 


T b 
Low Budget ‘Terror 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Paramount will spot most of its 
junior group of players in ‘Terror 
by Night,’ short budget college 
story. 
Helen Mack gets the femme lead. 


REED FLITS EAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Phillip Reed planed to New York 
yesterday (Sunday) for his first trip 
east since he came out to join War- 
ners 18 months ago. 

Player returns after New 
for tentative assignment in 
Goose and the Gander.’ 


Year 
‘The 


+ 





Survivor 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Twentieth Century sent out 
a call for former Alaskan 
sourdoughs to work in ‘Call of 
the Wild.’ 
Only applicant 
Grauman, 


It’s Sucker Time 


In L. A. as Xmas 
Benefits Abound 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Although the Hays office has at- 
tempted to put the quietus this 
year on those annual benefit shows, 
the try has missed all around. Pic- 
ture names, either through charita- 
ble inclination or polite intimida- 
tion, are falling harder than usual 
this semester for the free service, 
which around Hollywood and Vine 
is now referred to as ‘sucker time.’ 

For the three weeks prior to 
Christmas the town has been over- 
board on benefits, those on the up 
and up and otherwise. Requests to 
the studios are always the same— 
they must have picture names. 

With the realization that audi- 
ences seeing name players in person 
at two bits and up takes dough 
from the nabe houses, Hays office 
tried to cull the benefit requests to 
a minimum, with studios co-oper- 
ating. But no go. 

Turn-down by a studio doesn’t 
seem to faze the organization op- 
erators. They dig up some way of 
getting to the players, generally 
through a friend of a friend, and 
then they put on the tears until he 
falls. 

Top honors for benefits the last 

two weeks goes to Dick Powell. He 
did 10 of them. Bill Robinson, here 
two weeks and always a prolific 
gratis performer, hasn’t appeared 
in a picture yet but has benefitted 
almost every night. And the col- 
ored church societies he has had to 
turn down are in the scores. 
_ Will Rogers is another chief pat- 
sy. He plays a goodly share of 
them, but coming at the rate of six 
and seven a day at this time of the 
year, his turn-downs also must run 
into the hundreds over the year. 


Logans’ Balm Suit 


Syracuse, Dec. 24. 
Charging alienation of the affec- 


was Sid 




















Logan Productions, which in silent 
film days produc d independently 
here, Mrs. Ada M. Logan of this 
city is demanding $10,000 damages 
from Mrs. Lillian Kane in a Su- 
preme Court action. Mrs. Logan 
asks the custody of their daughter, 
Yvonne, former child film star. 
Alienation suit follows Mrs. Lo- 
gan’s separation action, based on 
abandonment grounds. Mrs. Kane’s 
answer sets up a general denial. 





Tilt in Weekly Take 


Restores Powell Grin 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
New seven-year contract stuffed 


by Warners : . a good tilt has trans- 
formed the player’s recent peeve 
about his salary into broad grin. 

Powell is currently in two pic- 
tures, ‘Gold Diggers of 1935’ and 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream.’ Next 
assignment is a_ singing role in 
‘Broadway Gondolier.’ 





Par Renews Carlisle 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Kitty Carlisle is set for another 
year at Paramount. 

New pact calls for four pictures 
during 1935 and options for further 
services in 1936. 

Paramount gave Christmas gifts 
in the form of renewed options to 
one actor and two writers. Harry 
Wilcoxon is the actor; Virginia 





Van Upp and Gilbert Pratt, scribs. 


tions of Eugene W. Logan, head of ! 


; Morosco are 


in Christmas sock of Dick Powell ! 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Edinburgh Evening News 
said: “This American comedian, 
who is the principal artiste in a 
most enjoyable variety programme, 
has an original and _ irresistible 
sense of comedy. He is an expert 
dancer. His dancing on and play- 
ing of an _ out-sized xylophone 
makes that obvious, but the skill of 
his rapid tap dancing is a foil to 
‘failure’.” 

Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Bidg. 
New York City 





94 ‘Divorces 





(Continued from page 1) 


cis dropped Kenneth McKenna, her 
third spouse; Doris Kenyon called 
it quits with Arthur Hopkins; Dave 
‘What A Man’ Hutton and Aimee 
Semple McPherson split after a 
hectic but short married life; Mimi 
Jordan divorced Joseph Davis, a 
husband no one in Hollywood knew 
she had. Janet Gaynor and Lydell 
Peck called it quits, Miss Gaynor 
claiming Peck was hindering her 


career. 
No Laughs at Home 


Ken Murray divorced Charlotte 
Murray, who, he said, deserted him. 
Mary Rubin lost Benny Rubin be- 
cause, she said, he was tempera- 
mental, sullen, morose and a grouch. 
Rubin igs still getting laughs as an 
m.c. Katharine Hepburn divorced 
Ludlow Smith; Ned Sparks and his 
wife mutually agreed to have it 
over with, in Mexico. 


Virginia Bruce claimed tempera- 
mental clashes with John Gilbert; 
Hubert Voight and Olive Hatch 
called it a day because she, as a 
diving champ, must keep in train- 
ing. Jeannie Brown discharged 
Nacio Herb Brown; Robert Ship- 
man received his decree from Mary 
Sherwood for mental cruelty. 
Thomas Daniels and Elinor Fair 
had it annulled. Gloria Stuart and 
Gordon Newell were divorced twice 
to make it stick. Jeannette Strat- 
ton Porter and Leo Meehan agreed 
to disagree. Josephine Johnson got 
the papers from Dudley Murphy. 
Florence Oakman quit Wheeler 
Oakman because he criticized her 
bridge playing. 

Other Splits 


The Ronald Colmans had it sev- 
ered in London. Marian Nixon and 
Eddie Hillman are still speaking 
but not across a breakfast table. 
Adolphe Menjou and Kathryn 
Carver parted. Helen and Oliver 
together no more. 
Mary Hay and Vivian Bath are also 
on the list. Sue Carol and Nick 
Stuart agreed that it would be bet- 
ter apart, as did the Norman 
Kerrys. Louise Garrett and Oliver 
H. P. Garrett had the judge make 
it final. Ruth Chatterton and Geo. 
Brent told it to the court and came 
out free. Marjorie Crawford and 
Eddie Dowling (not the legit lad) 
also quit. : 

Adela Rogers St. John and Dick 
Hyland called it off. Mr. and Mrs. 
LeRoy Printz are together no longer, 
Gloria Swanson and Michael Farmer 
decided to part, and Mae Murray 
and Prince David Mdivani came to 
the same conclusion. Kathleen 
Burke and Glenn Rardin are an- 
other pair now going it alone. Edgar 
Rice Burroughs and the missus fell 
out and Harry Langdon and his 
wife did likewise. Doris Deane and 
Elmer S. Hartz are now two, with 
Miss Deane claiming desertion. 


NO ROMERO LOAN 
’ Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Paramount tried to borrow Cesare 
Romero from Universal for an addi- 
tional picture, ‘Rose of the Rancho,’ 
but U claimed the player was 
needed on his home lot. 
Romero .is currently at Par in 





‘Caprice Espagnol, 





Hollywood's Bearded Dividends 





Fancy Chin Pieces Command as Much as 
$75 a Day in Foliage Scenes 





Poor Shirley 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Shirley Temple is _ being 
rumored as a Fox possibility 
for supervisor honors because, 
in three days, she learned to 
read half of her first primer. 


Film Editors Want 
Their ‘Best’ Pegsed 
For Academy Award 











Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Filin editors have made a request 
to the Academy to be included this 
year in the various froups drawing 
awards for outstanding work dur- 
ing the previous 12 months. Matter 
will be debated at the next session 
of the awards committee, with like- 
lihood that the best job of film edit- 
ing during the year will be recog- 
nized by a certificate of merit. 

Accompanying the recommenda- 
tion from a committee of editors is 
also a detailed plan for conducting 
nominations for such honoring. This 
includes the naming by each film 
editor in the industr.” of one picture 
he considers his best, plus one other 
picture, edited by another. Final 


vote to be by the members of the 
film editor’s section of the Techni- 
cians’ branch. 

Producers of the best shorts of 
the year are to be recognized this 
year with gold statuettes awards 
instead of certificates of merit, as 
before. However, producers will 
not be given awards outright, but 
will have their names and the title 
of the pictures engraved on one, 
with plenty of room left for suc- 
ceeding years’ honoring. 

With the Academy picking a 
‘best’ in three classes—comedies, 
novelties and cartoons—it means a 
trio of names going on the statu- 
ette each year. 





Green Directs ‘Goose,’ 
Next for Francis-Brent 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Alfred E. Green draws ‘The Goose 
and the Gander’ as his next direc- 
torial chore at Warners. Pic gets 
going after first of year, with Kay 
Francis and George Brent topping a 
cast which includes Genevieve 
Tobin, John Eldredge and Claire 
Dodd, 

‘Goose’ is from an 
Charles Kenyon. 


original by 





Par Signs Penner Again 





Paramount on Saturday (22) 
picked up its option on Joe Penner 
for another picture, but film prob- 
ably won’t be made until the sum- 
mer. 

Company wants the comic right 
away, but radio and stage engage- 
ments have him tied up until June. 
He’s going to try to shuffle dates to 
zo to Hollywood sooner. 





Wendy Barrie Snags 


Paramount Termer 
Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Wendy Barrie, English picture 

actress who came here on spec last 

September, has knocked off a term 

contract with Paramount which 

starts Jan. 10, 

Deal was made by Zep Marx. 





Footballer’s Test 


Lester Borden, captain of the 1934 
Fordham gridders, and playing in 
the annual East-West game in San 
Francisco on New Year’s day, goes 
to Hollywood right after the pigskin 
tussle for a screen test. 

Rockell-O’Keefe is handling the 
Fordham football star profession- 
ally, having become interested 
through Glen Gray, of the Casa 
Loma orchestra, who brought Bor- 
den to attention, 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Though whiskérs disappeared 
with the horse-drawn trolley car, 
there are a dozen or so picture ex- 
tras who find that hirsute adorn- 
ment earns them a good living. If 
whiskers are needed for a picture, 
these boys, some young, others old, 
find that their’ muffs are worth 
money. The camera being as criti- 
eal as it is, phoney crepe will not 
do. Prices for bearded muggs runs 
from $7.50 for the garden variety 
to the’ elaborately bewhiskered ching 
which ‘bring as high as $50 per day. 

Most famed. pubescent ornament 
is that which dangles from the 
senile chin of August Tollaire. 
Long and white and it has earned 
Tollaire sufficient to keep him for 
years. So prized is this beard py 
both its wearer and studios that the 
asking price is $75 daily, an all-time 
high on beard quotations. 

Tollaire works mostly in pictures 
with a foreign background where ne 
is always a member of some wel- 
coming committee, political or civic 
body. 

Faces covered by hair are not un- 
common. in Hollywood with the 
town cluttered up with isms and 
schisms that follow the lead of the 
House of David but a lanate face 
that registers well in a camera is 
something else again. 

When a Russian picture is near- 
ing production, beards sprout on the 
most.unusual faces; but by the time 
the studio gets through casting 
types and bits, most of the muffs 
have disappeared, for the recog- 
nized bearded extras get the choice 
castings. 

Best foliages in Hollywood are 
those worn by W. S. McDonough, 
William Von Hardenberg, Carl Mill- 
field and Lewis Vincenot. All keep 
them more or less long so that they 
can be trimmed to the desired 
length on moment’s notice. 

Just how much a good beard is 
worth can be realized from the fact 
that -Millford ‘has raised a family 
of 13 children on what decorates the 
floor of any barber shop. 

Roy Cooper, a youngster com- 
pared to the others, has a two-way 
beard which sprouts out of his chin, 
the hair going east and west. 
Brushed up, he looks like any gen- 
eral in the ItaHan army. 

Average beard call is for $15 per 
day (dress extra scale) but when 
the studio needs the chin mattresses 
badly, prices soar and studios pay. 
It’s the law of supply and demand. 
Many a man carries a full beard 
on his chin the year ’round in order 
to be ready for half a dozen days 
work during the year. 


Aquatic Scripting 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 
John Ford set out in his boat last 
Wednesday (20) for a sail down the 
coast to work on the screen play of 
‘The Informer.’ Dudley Nichols is 


along. 
Director and writer return in 
about three weeks, with picture 


(Radio) slated to go into produc- 
tion the end of January. 
Cliff Reid will produce. 





SAILINGS 


Jan. 2 (London to New York) 
Mrs. Roy Fox (Majestic). 

Dec. 29 (New York to Log 
Angeles), Harry Sherman and 
family (Virginia). 

Dec. 28 (Los Angeles to Sydney) 
Ralph Clark (President Hoover). 

Dec. 29 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. Leon Garganoff (Ile de 
France). 

Dec. 22 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Ann Dvorak, Leslie Fenton (Lure 
line). 

Dec. 21 (New York to London) 
Stewart and Vale, Gomez and Wi- 
nona, Phyllis Gilman, Betty Doug- 
las, Vivian Porter, Peggy Odin, Eve 
Knight, Joan Rogers, Genevieve 
Carlstrom, Jerrie Koban, Merle Dans 
(Ascania). 





ARRIVALS 


Ganna Walska, Laurence Hills, 
Arthur Field, Martin Sobelman, 
Bruce Cabot, Fanny Ward, William 
Fiske, G. W. Pabst, Arthur Loew, 
Phil Reisman. 

Mrs. Leslie Howard, Dorothy Far- 
num. | 

Kimberly and Page, Teddy Carr 
| QManhattan). 





— 








_ an Ge an a Ue Oe oes 4 oe oe Le COU Oe ae Oe 


ae 6 2 t4 


~~ 


& tet hy 


a 


n 
is 
v 
I 





— 


le 


i- 


if 
Ce, 
i, 
h 
li; 
8 
8 
it 
8 


r 


6 


1] 


co) 


2oo noi 


0:1 ewe odgt 


ews of @ oS 


” 


* 


. = ww "S 


ee ee 


wSVure ow SN 


wrelUre 


— = = 








| 


Tuesday, December 25, 1984 








PICTURE 











S[S—— ee 


SSS 








ae a ete ee 


VARIETY : 


—= Ee 





————_ = = 





MEDIOCRITY’S BIG COIN 





Court Hobble Keeps Reinhardt 


Off ‘Dream’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24, 


Restraining order issued by Su- 
perior Judge Emmett H. Wilson in 
behalf of the Habel Company, a 
French theatrical concern, on Dec. 
19 prevents Max Reinhardt from 
engaging in any directorial activi- 
ties on his ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream’ production for Warners un- 
til Thursday (28), at least. 

The German producer-director is 
thus removed from the helm of his 
version of the Shakespearean fan- 
tasy just as it is getting into full 
swing with key shots on the enor- 
mous Warners stages. Hobbling 
order prevents him from even ap- 
pearing on the sidelines or in any 
way transmitting orders, pending 
hearing of Reinhardt’s arguments 
before Judge Wilson on Wednesday 
(27) why the order should not be 
extended until the case is heard on 
trial. 

The Habel Company, and its ad- 
ministrative exec, A. W. Haendler, 
filed charges in Superior Court here 
that Max Reinhardt had obligated 
himself through contract and ac- 
ceptance of option binder money, to 
atage the Johann Strauss operetta, 
‘Die Fledermaus’ (‘The Bat’), in 
London during the month of De- 
cember. The alleged contract came 
to the plaintiffs on assignment. 

The defendant impresario is said 
in the complaint to have several 
times asked for and been granted 
postponement in fulfilling his com- 
mitment to the French firm, and 
finally on Sept. 29 to have breached 
the compact in favor of his con- 
tract to produce ‘Dream’ for Wer- 
ners. He is charged with having 
accepted $1,750 as a binder. 

Haendler subsequently rushed to 
New York and Hollywood to plead 
with the producer to carry out his 
asserted pledge, but without avail, 
the complaint states. 

Plaintiffs, through Attorneys 
William H. Neblett and E. H. Mit- 
chell, demand that Reinhardt be 
restrained from giving any services 
to Warners during the remainder of 
this month and throughout Jan- 
uary, or until he shall have ful- 
filled his alleged prior commitment 
in London where a theatre is now 
available on option. Habel com- 
pany insists that ‘Die Fledermaus’ 
be produced in London during the 
last two weeks in January, which 
would require Reinhardt’s imme- 
diate departure from Hollywood for 
necessary rehearsals. Plaintiffs 
claim they have already been. heav- 
ily damaged by delay and abortive 





expenses. 
Warners, abetting Reinhardt 
through his attorney, A. Ronald 


Button, is prepared to offer stren- 
uous opposition to the producer’s 
removal from ‘Dream’ at the hear- 
ing Wednesday. 

Meantime, William Dieterle as co- 
director is in full charge of the 
Warners production. 


Navy Plays Ball with 
MG on ‘Marines’ Remake 








Hollywood, Dec. 24, 

Navy department has okayed 
Metro’s script for a remake of ‘Tell 
It To the Marines’ and will co- 
Operate with the studio in its film- 
ing. 

Picture will be made around the 
Marines at San Diego and goes into 
Production early in the New Year 
with Wallace Beery topping. 
Lucien Hubbard produces. 


Beery-Rooney Team 





Hollywood, Dec. 24, 

Wallace Beery and Mickey 
Rooney will be launched as a new 
team by Metro for a group of pic- 
tures during the next year. 

First yarn lined up is ‘Hero’s Son,’ 
purchased from Frederick Hazlett 
Brennan. 


Production at WB 





Comfy Now? 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Flacks at Metro had to trot 
out 19 different divans, ran- 
sacking the prop rooms, before 
they found one to please Con- 
stance Bennett in a sitting 
with Clark Gable for publicity 
photos. 


FOX FROTHS AT 
PIC KIDDING 
TEMPLE 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Fox has registered a protest with 
the Hays office against Monogram 
over the latter’s kidding of Shirley 
Temple in ‘The Million Dollar Baby.’ 
Fox also is protesting the use of the 
Temple name in advertising the 
film. 

Complaints follow the catching of 
the Mono picture at preview here 
by Fox execs, who protested against 
the general kidding atmosphere of 
the picture and the several allusions 


made in the story to the Fox child 
contractee. 

Mono 1s being asked to delete all 
such references to the child in the 
film anid the dropping of the name 
in future advertising. 

Monogram’s film, written and di- 
rected by Joseph Santley, is admit- 
tedly based on the current furor 
over the child actress. 


Tie Bette Davis 
After Okay in 


Warners Poll 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Bette Davis, not so long ago on 
the verge of walking from Warners 
because of dissatisfaction with 
parts, has set her hand and seal to 
new long term contract, 

Miss Davis’ stock took a swift rise 
as a result of ‘Of Human Bondage’ 
and ‘Border Town.’ In a canvass 
of Warners players as to whose 
performance they regarded the best 
in 1934, made by studio execs, 17 of 
the 34 polled nominated Bett: Davis’ 
role in ‘Bondage.’ 

She is set to play opposite Ed- 
ward G. Robinson in ‘Money Man’ 
as her next. 


LANGFORD SIGNED FOR 
WANGER “VOGUES’ TUNER 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Walter Wanger has signed con- 
tract with Frances Langford, NBC 
singer, who arrived on the Coast 
last week to go on payroll of the 
producer, 

Wanger is figuring on giving the 
vocalist a featured spot in his forth- 
coming filmusical, ‘Vogues of 1935.’ 
































Two Get One—Maybe 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Big talk is on between Metro and 
20th Century, with former wanting 
to borrow Ronald Colman on a one- 
picture deal. 

Studio figures 20th should be 
willing after borrowing Beery twice 





and Gable once. 
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H'WOOD DEARTH 
UPS SECONDARIES 


Second-Raters in Produc- 
tion Cashing In More 
Than Ever Before—Sup- 
ply and Demand 








ALL BRANCHES 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


At no time in the history of mo- 
tion picture production has me- 
diocre talent been able to gather 
such returns as the present. Law 
of supply and demand governs their 
employment. Hollywood has always 
rated talent of all kinds in two 
classes, good and bad, so it follows 
that with class ability tied up and 
the bad craftsmen out, middling 
quality is getting more coin than it 
deserves. 

At one studio recently, a director 
was needed for a picture ready to 
start. None of the studio’s toppers 
were available and the studio did not 
wish to entrust the production to a 
poor director. Final selection was 
a pilot whose most recent picture 
Was a@ poor grosser and who had 
been taken off his last assignment. 
Ordinarily he would be satisfied 
with $5,000 for his work but be- 
cause of the lack of available good 
directors, studio gave him $7,500 for 


the job, 
At present, writers with only in- 
termediate ability are working 


steadily because class scriveners are 
all employed. Most studios have 
the commonplace scribs turn out 
first drafts of stories, then turn the 
yarn over to their topnotch writers 
for a polish. Idea works as a time- 
saver. 

Same condition exists with play- 
ers. All those of ability are tied up 
at major studios. Casting second- 
ary parts in pictures, studios have 
to take undistinguished talent. Sala- 
ries paid are extremely high for the 
talent but not of necessity high for 
the part. 

More ordinary people are getting 
top coin in pictures than in any 
other industry, but, that’s the pic- 
ture business. 

Pictures must get started on 
specified dates, to meet release con- 
tracts. With the time element un- 
governable in connection with supply 
and demand, talent, good or bad, 
seemingly will always be able to get 
big money in pictures. 





Buck Jones Breaks 
Barrier So Riders 
Can Get Xmas Coin 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


To give some of the cow wad- 
dies who ride with him in pictures 
Christmas money, Buck Jones ad- 
vanced start of his Universal pic- 
ture, ‘Riders of the Crimson Trail,’ 
two weeks. 

‘Trail’ was not skedded to go in 
until after New Year, but when 
Jones spotted the long faces and 
the short purses of the buckaroo 
extras, many of whom hadn't 
worked for months, he got the pro- 
duction and sound trucks loaded 
and the company was on its way 
to Kernvilie location within a few 
hours, 


Veloz, Yolanda Dance, 
Teach in Par’s ‘Rumba’ 











Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Veloz and Yolanda, ballroom 
dancing team from the Cocoanut 
Grove at the Ambassador, are at 
Paramount in a two-way capacity. 

They are instructing George Raft 
and Carole Lombard in torso tossing 
for the film ‘Rumba’ and will also 
do a specialty number for the pic- 
ture, 





Mae’s Rumba 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Surprise Mae West will 
spring in ‘Now I’m a Lady’ 
will be a rumba dance. 
Star has been practicing for 
weeks and is said to have the 
hip weaving at her mercy. 


GIFTS TO FILM 
CHATTERERS 
NIX IN °34 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Just before Kris Kringle drove 
into town studio publicity heads 
pulled a get-together and voted 
there would be no gifts or bottled 
cheer for the lads and lassies who 
write the blurbs about their players. 

Thing got too competitive and 
that’s what killed it off. 

In the old days it Was nothing out 
of the ordinary for the publicity 
chief to get $3,000 from the front 
office to spread cheer among the 
scribes. Through special discounts 
and studio purchasing power they 
were able to hand the chatterers 
and quillers presents that retailed 
around $50. 

One local columnist last year 
gathered in gifts that couldn’t have 
been duplicated for less’ than 
$10,000. One producer, with but a 
single star under his wing, went 
down the line for $4,000 to salve the 
writing mob, 

This year the studios are saying 
it with cards. Pretty ones they are, 
too. Some of them cost anyhow a 
buck. And loaded with sentiment, 
too, 


WB Gets ‘Glory’ 
For M. Davies: 


A $7250 Buy 


‘Page Miss Glory,’ legit current 
at the Mansfield, N. Y., has been 
sold to Warner Bros. for $72,500. 
That is the highest price for a 
Broadway play so far this season 
and caused surprise in film circles 
because there had been little or no 
competitive biddin;, for the rights. 

Understood Warners figures on 
‘Glory’ for Marion Davies. Show 
was produced by Laurence Schwab 
and Philip Dunning, latter also col- 
laborating author. 


“TORCHBEARERS’ MAY BE 
REVAMPED FOR ROGERS 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Cormack has been 
from ‘Torchbearers’ at 
Fox to ‘Day Never Came,’ Erich 
Pommer’s next production which 
Richard Wallace will direct. Pic- 
ture goes into production in three 
weeks with Wallace at the studio 
on a 10-week deal. 

Meanwhile, William Conselman 
has been switched to writing the 
adaptation of ‘Torchbearers’ for 
Buddy De Sylva. Possibilities are 


























Bartlett 
switched 


that the former stage play and 
vaude act will be rewritten for Will 
Rogers. 

Lester Cole, completing ‘East 
River,’ goes to Nymph _  Errant,’ 
with S. J. Perleman. Picture will 
be a co-production by Winfield 














Sheehan and Buddy De Sylva 


MG Will Be Object of Pinkie's 
Affections for Next Six Months 


+ 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Pinkie Tomlin and Coy Coe landed 
in Hollywood two months ago from 
Oklahoma City looking for fame and 
fortune. Pinkie had been a com- 
bination law student and _ truck 


driver back home. Coe had pro- 
moted dances. At one of the rural 
barn affairs, Coe heard Pinkie 
warble. He had a peculiar delivery, 
half hill-billy, half urban. He was 
a goofy looking kid but had some- 
thing. 

Coe mortgaged the family po- 
sessions and with Pinkie set out 
for Hollywood in a broken down 
car. When the boys arrived here, 
they were a little weather-beaten 
and none too sound, financially. 

Coe, fixin’ to do something with 
his Oklahomy Flash, went to Metro, 
There the boys received what is 
technically known as the brush-off. 
Studio snickered:a bit, told them to 
try elsewhere. Next stop was Radio 
where Lou Brock turned them over 
to Lee Marcus who gave therm 9 
Dave Dryer. Dryer recognized the 
same quality in Pinkie as Coe had, 
but could do nothing for him. How- 
ever, he did send him to Jimmy 
Grier at the Biltmore Bowl. 

Grier heard Pinkie warble a tune 
which he had composed on his way 
here from back home, something 
about the object of his affections, 
having an effect on his complexion. 
Grier, with Coe’s okay, hired 
Pinkie at $75 weekly. Boys figured 
here was Utopia at six bits a week. 


Make Way For Pinkie 


Pinkie became a local sensation. 
He went into the Paramount for 
four weeks. ‘Object of My Affec- 
tions’ became a Coast hit. Bing 
Crosby invited him to guest on a 
broadcast. Tommy Rockwell wanted 
to set him in New York. Marco of- 
fered him the Roxy and the Parae- 
dise Restaurant, on Broadway. 
Things were looking up for Pinkie 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Toronto, Dec. 24. 
ent survey of British film 


Independ 


box-office revenue in Canada for 
1934 reveals an approximate 25% 
tnecrease over last year’s total, ac- 
cording to daistribs here. 
Installation of modern equipment 
in British studios and developing or 


importation of technicians has re- 
moved that earlier prejudice against 
British films in Canada which arose 
from poor sound. Inferior story 
material has also been obviated to 
a high degree, as far as audiences 
are concerned, but this is mainly 
due to the fact that distributors 
here are rejecting such British pic- 
tures as they deem mediocre, 80 
that Canuck filmgoers are seeing 
only the cream of the British cinema 
crop. 

Distribs point out, however, that 


the number of pictures being re- 
turned is decreasing and all are 
unanimous in stating that '34 has 
been their most successful year with 


British films, as borne out by box- 
ofiice figures: 

Ten best British pix of '34 as rev- 
enue-producers were: 

‘Chu Chin Chow (G-B); Blossom 
time’ (BIP); ‘Catherine the Great’ 
(London); ‘Constant Nymph’ (Ha- 
gen); ‘Power’ (G-B); ‘Red Wagon’ 
(BIP); ‘Evergreen’, (G-B); ‘Return 
of Bulldog Drummond’ (BIP); ‘The 
Great Defender’; ‘Those Were the 
Days.’ 

Believed that early 1935 releases, 
some of which have been caught at 
trade screenings, will sustain the 
1934 reception in Canada. ‘Even- 
song,’ starring Evelyn Laye; ‘Scar- 
let Pimpernel’ with Leslie Howard; 
‘Iron Duke’ with George Arliss; 


‘Mary, Queen of Scots’ with Made- ! 


line Carroll; ‘Camels Are Coming’ 
with Jack Hulbert are among big 
b.o. prospects. 

Also ‘Lorna Doone’ with Victoria 
Hopper, Hergesheimer’s ‘Java Head’ 
with Anna May Wong and John 
Loder; ‘Drake of England’ with 
Matheson Lang; ‘Abdul Hamid’ 
with Raymond Massey, Fritz Kort- 
ner, Nils Asther and Adrienne 
Ames; ‘Dance Band’ with Buddy 
Rogers; ‘La Bohme’ with Gertrude 
Lawrence and Fairbanks, Jr.; and 
‘The Dubarry,’ starring Greta 
Natzler. 


SEE SETTL MNT 
OF J-L-S VS. PAR 


Charging it cannot get picture 
product for McVickers, Chicago, 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer of that 
‘city has brought suit against Para- 
mount under the anti-trust laws, 
Par being the dominating factor in 
the Chicago area through the pow- 
erful Balaban & Katz chain. Suit 
was brought in the Federal courts 
in New York and asks for an in+ 
junction, restraining Paramount 
and B. & K. together with Chicago 
exchanges of restricting supply of 
picture product to McVickers. 

According to Paramount, the mo- 
tion for a hearing on the action, 
set for tomorrow (Wednesday) will 
be marked off indefinitely, which 
may mean that the controversy will 
be satisfactorily ironed out. This 
is regarded as possible in view of 
the recent deal by the Par trustees 
with Aaron Jones, head of J. L. & S., 
turning over operation of Mc- 
Vicker’s to him. House was closed 
for some time. The trustees also 
reorganized bond issues and other 
obligations on the House. 

B. & K. formerly operated Mc- 
Vicker’s, an old Chicago theatre 
landmark, but could not turn it to 
profit. If forced on the suit, this 
would probably be one point of 
defense. 


Forde Directs Whodunit 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
Eugene Forde draws the direction 














of the next Victor McLaglen-Ed- 
mund Forde picture, ‘Recipe for 
Murder.’ 


‘Murder’ is from a magazine short 
story by Vincent Starrett, being 
scripted by Arthur Kober, : 
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Brit. Films Pick Up in Canada: 
1934 B.0. Returns 25% Better 





Plugs and Fillies 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Figuring new Santa Anita 
race track will be outlet for 
American femme fashions 
similar to Paris tracks as In- 
ternational fashion setters, 
local track has engaged Gwen 
Walters to contact the news- 
papers, magazines, photo ser- 
vices, syndicates and newsreels 
on who's wearing what and 
make arrangements for pic- 
tures. 


Jules Rachman 
Stages Prison 
Show for Radio 


Lincoln, Dec. 24. 

Jules Rachman, former Omaha 
exhibitor now serving a 15-year 
sentence, is producer of a special 
Christmas radio program composed 
of prisoners at the state peniten- 
tiary. It’s a follow-up on a similar 
stunt done around Thanksgiving. 
Programs broadcast by KFOR, Lin- 
coln. 

Programs are framed for family 
audiences with a five-minute talk 
by a prisoner on the subject, ‘Crime 
Doesn't Pay.’ 

Rachman has recently been men- 
tioned for a parole but that’s indef. 


BRACKER POSTERS WILL 
COST MPPDA $16,000 


The J. L. Bracker poster series, 
which the Hays office is distributing 
gratis to the picture theatres of the 
country, will cost the MPPDA 
around a total of $16,000. Each one- 
sheet will be wrapped in a tube for 
individual mailing and there are six 
in the series. Batches are also to 
be shipped to England and Aus- 
tralia. 

First poster goes out the end of 
January, others following at month 
intervals. They are proposed for 
decorative lobby display with intent 
being emphasis of the relation be- 
tween the screen and the public. 

Theatre list was compiled via a 
post office checkup and it is esti- 
mated 12,000 houses in the U. S. 
will get the series. Bracker, artist, 
has done similar posters for other 
industries. 























Mono Not Joining Hays 


- Monogram is not joining the Hays 
office, according to W. Ray Johnson, 
president. 

For about a year the Hays office 
has been after Johnston to join, but 
Mono prefers to be free of any Hays 
restrictions. 





Loew’s Restores Cats 


Loew's Christmas present to em- 
ployees was the elimination of sal- 
ary cuts, original salaries being 
paid last Friday (21). 

Executive office slipped the word 
around that no publicity was de- 
sired anent the restoration. Re- 
scinding of cuts goes also for the 
Metro organization. 


GUILD NEEDS 8 
MORE VOTES 
ON EQUITY 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Screen Actors’ Guild is within 
eight votes of having the necessary 
two-thirds ratification from their 
class-A membership for applica- 
tion for an A. F. L. charter under 
AAAA jurisdiction. 
Nature of the mail voting calls 
for no negative replies, as request 
to the membership is to send in 
only affirmation ballots if the mem- 
bers are in accord. 
With indications that the neces- 
sary eight will be in within the 
next few days, Guild has set Jan. 
16 as a date for a mass meeting 
at the Hollywood Woman's club 
when the A. F. L. proposition will 
be explained in full and affiliation 
formally ratified. 

Immediately afterwards applica- 
tion for the AAAA charter will be 
made. 


Radio Skeds Black 
And White Tuner, 
3 Others by April 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Radio has four musicals set for 
production within the next four 
months. First will be the Bradford 
Ropes-Marion Dix untitled yarn 
which Felix Young will produce. 
Picture will be a black-and-white 
musical with several colored players 
and a colored chorus. Music is by 
Dorothy Fields and James McHugh. 

Lou Gensler and Sig Herzig are 
adapting an original story which 
Zion Myers will produce. John 
Mercer is being brought from New 
York to do the lyrics for the Gens- 
ler tunes. 

Irving Berlin is preparing the 
music for ‘High Hat,’ the next Fred 
Astaire picture. Al Boasberg is 
working on an untitled yarn for 
Wheeler and Woolsey which will 
start early in March. Tunes for the 
latter will be bought outside the 
studio. 


DERR, SULLIVAN WIND 
UP CONFABS IN EAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

BE. B. Derr and Charles Sullivan, 
in New York for the past two weeks 
for distributicn conferences on their 
planned series of pictures, are due 
back here today (24) to spend the 
holidays with their families, 

Pair ave been working on this 
and several other production-dis- 


























tribution deals for the past ye-r. 





Foxs 14 for January Sets Peak 
On Production in Recent Years 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

January production schedule at 
Fox is the biggest at that studio 
for years, with expectations that 
14 features will be in the work dur- 
ing that month, of which only two, 
‘Dante’s Inferno’ and George White’s 
‘Scandals,’ will be carryovers from 
December. 

‘Man Eating Tiger,’ the Ben 
Hecht-Rose Caylor film with Mel- 
ville Brown directing, goes in Jan. 
2. Following day production starts 
on ‘Recipe for Murder,’ a Victor 
McLaglen-Edmund Lowe yarn, with 
Eugene Forde directing. 

Jan. 7 sees the start on the Jesse 
Lasky production, ‘Red Heads on 
Parade,’ and three days later ‘High- 
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way Robbery.’ from Albert Trey- 


. 


nor’s short 
cameras, 
Erich Pommer starts his second 
preduction for Fox, ‘Thunder in the 
Night,’ with Warner Baxter-Ketti 
Gallian on Jan, 14, and on the same 
day ‘Work of Art,’ from the Sin- 
clair Lewis story, goes in at the 
Western avenue studio. ; 
‘Tabloid,’ newspaper story by Sid- 
ney Skolsky and Claude Binyon, ts 
skedded to start Jan. 16 and on the 
21st, ‘Nymph Errant,’ Buddy De 
Sylva production, co-featuring Alice 
Faye and Jack Haley goes in. Also 
on the 21st ‘$10 Raise,’ starts. 
‘Torch Bearers,” based on George 
Kelly’s stage play, is down for a 
Jan. 28 starter. This also is to be 


before 


story, g0es8 





handled by De Bylva. 
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(. E. Richardson Resigns for 2d Time, 
See Exec Post for Him with Par 





Cautious 





Hollywood, Dec. %4. 

Taking no chances with the 
holiday spirit, Harry Lachman, 
director of ‘Dante’s Inferno,’ 
provided paper cups for the 
suds at his pre-Xmas party to 
cast and crew on the set last 
night (Sunday). 

At previous parties some ex- 
uberant celebrants have used 
glass mugs for heaving pur- 
poses. 


Boris Morros 
To Head Par’s 


Foreign Prod. 














Boris Morros, six months to a 
year from now, is to head all for- 
eign production activity of Par- 
amount, under plans which Adolph 
Zukor has in mind for him, Within 
that time Par desires to reinvade 
the foreign market on a larger scale, 
producing in England and France as 
well as in Czechoslavakia, if any of 
the majors are to return to that 
country. 

Morros will go out to the Coast 
studio the end of January at Zu- 
kor’s suggestion to spend six to 
eight months there before going 
abroad. 

At present Par’s foreign film- 
making progress is considerably 
curbed. The company is doing 
nothing in France and no more than 
necessary on quotas in England. 

Morros has been head of music 
and stage productions at the Broad- 
way Paramount, besides managing 
director of the house. 

Morros on Saturday (22) boughi 
a Deusenberg car in which he and 
his family will drive to the Coast. 


HOFFARTH FINED 
FOR DUPING PRINTS 


Attorney Gabriel Hess, general 
counsel of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Association, 
prosecuted successfully two in- 
fringement of copyright actions by 
picture compantes against Dion 
Hoffarth, of Yonkers, N. Y., in the 
Federal Court, before Judge Mur- 
ray Hulbert. Paramount and Har- 
old Lloyd Corp. sued in one action, 
and in the other the Pathe Ex- 
change, Inc., Van Beuren and the 
RKO-Pathe were co-plaintiffs. 

Hoffarth was unauthorizedly dis- 
tributing a print of ‘Movie Crazy,’ 
Lloyd picture, under the title of 
‘Hollywood Bound,’ and two other 
films, ‘Splashing Thru’ and ‘Bug- 
ville Romance.’ 

Judge Hulbert ordered the prints 
returned to the plaintiff owners and 
additionally awarded Par and the 
Harold Lloyd Corp. $250 damages 
and costs in the matter of the 
‘Movie Crazy’ action. In the action 
involving the other two prints, 
Judge Hulbert awarded Pathe, Van 
Beuren and RKO-Pathe $500 dam- 
ages and costs, likewise ordering 
the prints returned to them. 

Investigations which resulted in 
the two actions began last spring. 
The prints were traced as used for 
unauthorized exhibition in Maine 
and finally resulted in their seizure 
by a U. 8S. marshal. 


Mascot Turns Loose 
Nine Scribs on Yarns 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 
Nine scribes were assigned to 
new stories at Mascot Thursday 
(20). Charles Condon and Joseph 
McDonnell are adapting ‘Water- 
front Lady’; Jack Nattiford is de- 
veloping a newspaper yarn around 
‘Headlines.” Harry Edwards and 
Wallace MacDonald are writing the 
script for ‘One Frightened Night.’ 
Tom Scott and Dell Andrews 
have been assigned to do the screen 
play for ‘Came a Woman,” and 
James Greun and Charles Saxton 
are adapting Behind the Green 
Lights,’ 











Charles E. Richardson, one of the 
three Paramount trustees, resigned 
his post, for the second time, last 
week. His action comes on the 
verge of the court hearing on the 
company’s reorganization. On the 
last occasion of his resigning which 
occurred just prior to the company 
asking for relief under Section 77B 
of the new Corporate Bankruptcy 
Act, Richardson was importuned by 
the management to stick it out. 

That changed his mind and 
Richardson, at the time, and since, 
has been figured for a company op- 
erating post. His present resigna- 
tion is calculated to indicate a high 
post for him in the home office of 
the company. Root, Clark, Buck- 
ner & Ballantine, counsel to the 
trustees, and the law firm of Cook, 
Nathan & Lehman, through Alfred 
Cook, are stated to be behind 
Richardson. The stockholder éle- 
ment in the Par reorganization ts 
accounted as further supporting this 
plan, as well as the present Par 
management for Richardson. 

In the meantime, Par is left with 
only two trustees, Eugene W. Leake 
and Charles D. Hilles. 

At the hearing on Thursday (27) 
in court on the company’s reor- 
ganization plan, it Is expected that 
no additional directors to the nine 
chosen will be ready for anr uice- 
ment. In the meantime the new 
board will contine as is. 

There is a possibility of only one 
exception that might be made in 
this connection. This would refer 
to the possibility of a prominent 
financial person being named to the 
new board. 

James Roosevelt, son of the 
President, is deemed certain also to 
occupy a position in the new com- 
pany. 


SUN. WORK, BUT 
NOT MUCH WORK 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Sunday (23) operation of the stu- 
dios, which closed for Monday and 
Xmas, proved somewhat of a joke, 
as it was a case of Yule cheer and 
exchange of presents more than 
work. 

Fox had one company at the 
Westwood plant and three toiling at 
Western avenue plant, with skeleton 








'-rews in various executive and com. 


pany offices. Paramount, with twe 
pictures working, was the same 
way. 


Also Universal. Latter plant was 
open today (Monday) as was Metro. 


‘WANDERING JEW’ FILM 
SET FOR B’WAY HOUSE 


‘The Wandering Jew’ (Twicken- 
ham), British-made film which 
Metro almost bought for American 
release a few months ago, has been 
booked into the Criterion, New 
York, for a first run in about three 
weeks. Morris Kandel, who is the 
U. S. rep. of Twickenham, is ree 
leasing the film on his own. 

Metro had made a deal for the 
release of the film and had it booked 
into the Capitol, New York, but 
changed its mind at the last minute 
due to doubts of a Jewish group. 


‘Cardboard Lover’ Back | 
At MG for 3d Filming 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Metro is figuring on a remake of 
‘Cardboard Lover’, which has beem 
celluloided on two previous occa- 
sions. Last time it was released as 
‘The Passionate Plumber’, with 

Buster Keaton featured. 
New treatment for the remake 
is being written by H. M. Harwood, 

Ernest Vajda and Claudine West. 

















PAR DROPS 3 SCRIBES 


Hollywood, Dec. 24, 
With their assignments complet 
Paramount dropped three writers 
Saturday (22). 
They were Irvin 8. Cebb, Joseph 





MoCarthy and Max Lief. 
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B.0. TAX MAYBE 





N.Y. Sup. Ct Doesn't Absolve GTE, 
Fox-Chase Stock Pool, but Dismisses 
$4,000,000 Action on a Technicality 





If, in violation of their duties as 
directors, the board members of 
General Theatres Equipment, Inc., 
participated in a syndicate, and 
Chase Securities Corp., as a member 
of that syndicate, made personal 
profits in transactions encompassing 
the transfer and exchange of stock 
between Fox Film, Fox Theatres 


Corp. and GTE, then they should 
be compelled by appropriate pro- 
ceedings to give them up. This is 
the ruling Justice Samuel Rosen- 
man, in the N. Y. Supreme Court 
handed down last Wednesday (19), 
in a case which he considered ap- 
parently as not the appropriate pro- 
ceeding for this purpose because he 
dismissed the complaint against all 
the defendants. This was the suit 
brought by three stockholders of 
Fox Film against certain former 
officers, former directors and bank- 
ers of Fox Film. Judge Roseman’s 
ruling is among the most important 
made. 

Justice Rosenman’s decision was 
made on the motion to dismiss by 
defense counsel, before defense 
testimony was taken. 

Plaintiffs in the suit were James 
Cleary, Fanny Lurie and Gustave 
Oppenheimer, all stockholders of 
Fox Film. Oppenheimer was an in- 
tervening plaintiff. As is the case 
in such stockholders’ actions, the 
company, in this case Fox Films, 
also is a nominal plaintiff suing it- 
self. 

Defendants among others included 
Charles W. Higley, Oscar L. Gubel- 
man, W. R. Sheehan, Charles B. 
Stuart, Saul E, Rogers, Harley L. 
Clarke, Matthew C. Brush, William 
Fox, Arthur L. La Frentz, Samuel 
W. Fordyce, Walter R. Herrick, 
Ss. R. Burns, Murray W. Dodge, Wil- 
liam F. Ingold, Ernest W. Niver, 
William W. Watson, W. S. Ham- 
mons, W. E. Green, Halsey, Stuart 
& Co., Inc., Fox Films Corp., Fox 
Theatres Corp., John F. Sherman 
and William Atkinson, as receivers 
for Fox Theatres; General Theatres 
Equipment, Inc., and U. S. Senator 
Daniel O. Hastings, as received for 
GTE; Chase Securities and Chase 
National Bank. Atkinson, since the 
filing of the suit, more than a year 
ago, has resigned. John F. Sher- 
man, since has died. 

Suit had been on trial for more 
than a week. Most of the plaintiffs’ 
testimony was through depositions. 
Among those who gave testimony at 
the trial was Murray Dodge, former 
operating executive of Chase 
Securities. 

Olvany, Eisner & Donnelly, and 
Attorney Harold Fierman, repre- 
sented the plaintiffs. There were a 
dozen or so lawyers acting for vari- 
ous defendants, including former 
Justice Clarence J. Shearn. 

240,000 Shares 

Plaintiffs sought to recover from 
defendants all the profits made by 
the syndicate in 240,000 shares of 
stock totalling around $4,000,000. 
This, in addition to claims for al- 
leged damages suffered by Fox Film 
@s result of the issuance of its own 


(Continued on page 55) 


U STUDIO SHAKEUP 
IMPENDS, JR. BACK 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., arrived here 
today (Monday) from the east and 
¢onferred immediately with his 
toa on studio setup, which may 

ring changes in the executive per- 
Sonnel, especially among those who 
attempted to place blame on him 
for studio conditions after he left 
Or New York. 

Junior wili continue as general 
— of the plant, with the elder 
vaemmile keeping tab on production 
~ Fred Meyer functioning as 

on between the Laemmiles, 











WB Execs Leave Coast 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Andy Smith and Jake Wilk of 
Warners hopped Friday (21) for the 
east in order to spend Xmas with 
their families. Harry M. Warner 
and Charles Einfeld, who came west 
with the pair a week aso, remain 
over for another two weeks. 

Einfeld went to San Francisco to 
spend Xmas with friends and will 
return to the studio for further 
production conferences Wednes- 
day (26). 


NOV, -34, AMUS. 
TAXES A BIT 
UNDER OCT. 


Washington, Dec. 24. 

Slight slump of admissions dur- 
ing November was indicated last 
week in the Internal Revenue Bu- 
reau’s monthly statement of tax re- 
ceipts which showed Government 
take ran well ahead of last year but 
slid below previous month. 

U. S. share of box office receipts 
in November amounted to $1,443,213, 
which was $212,522 more than the 
same month last year, but $53,279 
under the October, 1934, total. 


KATZ ON M-G TUNERS, 
CONSIDINE AS AIDE 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Sam Katz is taking over the mu- 
sical units at Metro and has John 
Considine, in assosiation with Ar- 
thur Feed and Herb Nacio Brown, 
handling the supervision of ‘Broad- 
way Melody of 1935.’ Alex E. 
Aarons is sitting in as production 
advisor. 

Jack McGowan has come on from 
New York to prepare the script in 
collaboration with Sid Silvers. Pic- 
ture goes before the cameras around 
Feb..1. 


Goulding Produces, 
Directs M-G ‘Flame’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
First assignment for Edmund 
Goulding as a Metro producer will 
be ‘The Flame Within,’ which he 
also cirects. Picture gets going 
around Jan. 15 with a cast made up 
mostly of stock players. 
Due to the illness of his wife, 
Goulding has been inactive, his last 
picture at MG being ‘Rip Tide.’ 


Sid Kent West After 
The First of the Year 


Sidney R. Kent plans going to the 
Coast right after New Year's for a 
checkup on production and confer- 
ences. 

Winnie Sheehan considered re- 
maining east over the holidays to go 
west with Kent but left Friday (21), 
accompanied by Gabe Yorke, studio 
publicity head. Sheehan came east 
on legal matters. 


























W. R. Sheehan and Gabe Yorke, 
head of Fox studio publicity, re- 
turned to the Coast over the week 
end. 

Sheehan o0.0.’d ‘Farmer Takes a 
Wife’ his first day in, play having 
been acquired by Fox for Janet 


Gaynon 
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TO CONGRESS 
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10% Admish Levy Consid- 
ered Certain to Continue 
—Called Painless Tax— 
Only Relief for Theatres 
Likely from Proposed 
Fed-State Tax Pool 





‘PAINLESS’ 





Washington, Dec. 24. 


Continuation of the 10% ‘tempo- 
rary’ admissions levy for at least 
another year will be recommended 
to Congress next month by a spe- 
cia! House of Representatives sub- 
committee. A study of the de- 
sirability of making the tariff a 
permanent feature of the Federal 
revenue system will be launched 
next year. 

Although the administration is 
determined to avoid new vr boosted 
levies, continuation of the admish 
fee is certain. Prediction that the 
sub-committee will urge extension 
of all ‘miscellaneous’ levies expir- 
ing this year was made last week 
by Chairman Samuel B. Hill, Dem., 
of Washington, influential member 
of the potent Ways and Means 
committee. 

Faced with continued deficits and 
uncurtailed government spending, 
Congress cannot permit abolition of 
any of the nuisance taxes imposed 
in 1932 for only a two-vear pericd, 
it was indicated. The emergency 
gasoline tax, electric power tariff 
and more than a score of assorted 
imposts will be extended until 1936 
to avoid raising rates on corpora- 
tion and personal incomes. 

Revenuers Studying 

Fear that the admish levy may 
be made permanent was stirred up 
by announcement last week that a 
corps of revenue experts is study- 
ing the question of overlapping 
taxes and of bringing state and 
Federal revenue systems into better 
balance. The brain trusters will 
survey the entire fleld to determine 
what lines of business are most 
burdened with Federal, state, 
county and municipal imposts and 
to seek some way of preventing ex- 
cessive duplication. 

Federal government has favored 
an admissions tax for years, as was 
indicated by the reluctance with 
which the war-time impost was 
abandoned during the boom days. 
Tax experts contend this fee is 
simple and inexpensive for the gov- 
ernment to collect, and dependable 
as a steady source of income. Con- 
sequently it appears likely the new 
study will result in recommenda- 
tions that the box office charge be 
continued in operation indefinitely. 

Hope that the amusement indus- 
try may be relieved of some of its 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Hays on Coast 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Will Hays slipped into town un- 
expectedly ahead of schedule last 
night (Sunday) accompanied by 
Will, Jr., Maurice MacKenzie and 
Mrs. MacKenzie. 

Hays and his son immediately 
slipped north to a ranch for several 
days’ shooting ere New Year's. He 
returns here next Monday (31) and 
remains two weeks on morality 
survey, etc. 


THALBERGS? 
FOR METRO 
IN 1935 


Hollywoud, Lec. 24. 
Irving Thalberg has seven produc- 
tions scheduled for 1935 at Metro. 
Producer's first will be the remake 








valier starred. ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty’ and ‘China Seas’ are set to 
follow, with Beery-Gable-Montgom- 
ery in the former and Gable and 
Jean Harlow in the latter. 

Some time in March the untitled 
Marx Brothers’ picture is set to 
start with the first draft of the story 
by James K. McGuinness, Bert Kal- 
mar and Harry Ruby about com- 
plete. ‘No More Ladies,’ with Joan 
Crawford and Robert Montgomery, 
and E. H. Griffith directing, is also 
on Thalberg’s schedule. 

‘Good Earth,’ which has been in 
preparation for the past year, will 
be a summer production. Thalberg 
has shelved the idea of making the 
picture with a Chinese cast, and will 
stick to occidentals. ‘Cecil Rhodes,’ 
with Charles Laughton, and ‘Marie 
Antoinette,’ with Norma Shearer, 
will not get under way until fall. 


RIVKIN TALENT SCOUT 
FOR ROACH IN EAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Joe Rivkin, New York agent, goes 
with Hal Roach as talent scout and 
eastern contact for the studio. Deal 
was made in New York by Henry 
Ginsberg, general manager for 
Roach. Before opening offices in 
New York Rivkin will come here 
around Jan. 7 for a studio look- 











around. 





Report N. L. Nathanson's Show Biz 


Retirement to Join 


Toronto, Dec, 24. 

Authoritative observers see N. L. 
Nathanson as retiring from active 
show business in Canada, to go into 
the banking business here and in 
England. Understood that the Par 
showman has an offer from the 
Holts of the Royal Bank of Canada 
which is all set. 

New activity will take Nathanson 
also out of any possible operating 
hookup with the Paramount com- 
pany in New York. His name had 
been mentioned variously as a pos- 
sible home office executive for Par 
upon reorganization of that firm. 

Likely that J. J. Fitsgibbons may 
succeed Nathanson as over-all op- 
erating exec of Famous Players 
Canadian, upom Nathanson rettring. 





Royal Bank (Can.) 


Nathanson’s interest in Regal 
Films, Ltd., Canadian is not men- 
tioned in current talk, and whether 
the Canadian showman means to 
dispose of such interest can't be 
detailed. Nathanson has been a 
leading figure in the theatre and 
film business for years. He is cred- 
ited greatly with having developed 
the F. P. Canadian theatres and 
more recently, since he has taken 


of ‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ with Che- |’ 


Sweeping Film Code Changes May 
Eventuate; Hearings in January 


To Embrace All of NRA Program 





Washington, Dec. 24. 

Desirability of sweeping code 
changes or of abandonment of the 
film competition agreement will be 
aired early in January as Federal 
authorities get down to brass tacks 
on the future of the National Re- 
covery program. 

With details of future legislation 
still under cover, S. Clay Williams, 
chairman of the National Industrial 
Recovery Board, last week revealed 
plan for extensive hearings on all 
matters of major policy and im- 
plied complete change in operating 
procedure of the NRA. No definite 
date has been set for taking up 
questions of interest to the film in- 
dustry. 

Definite assurance that Congress 
will be asked to make permanent 
the basic labor features of the tem- 
porary N.I.R.A. was forthcoming 
from the White House last week as 
President Roosevelt received an ap- 
peal from organized labor for a one- 
year extension of the Recovery 
statute. 

This was the first authentic dis- 
closure of the Administration's 
frame of mind, despite frequent 
rumors as to the nature of a new 
permanent law which will be recom- 
mended by the White House. 

Preparing for drastic changes in 
the underlying philosophy of the 
NRA, Williams said that the board 
which succeeded Gen. Hugh 5S, 
Johnson will initiate a series of 
open discussions which at first 
glance appear to be a repetition of 
the acrimonious Darrow Board in- 
quiry of last Spring. The scope of 
the hearings will run from price 
fixing to employment conditions. 

Price control and price fixing was 
designated as the topic for the first 
hearing which will open Jan. 9% 
While the film industry has no 
particular interest in future Govern- 
ment price policies, it is generally 
believed that the ultimate decision 
on this question will be a reliable 
indication of the attitude which the 
Government will adopt toward 
future efforts to bring about 
‘planned economy’ through stringent 
indusiry regulation. 

Subsequent policy hearings, the 
Board said, will take up general 
labor and employment questions, 
the plight of small business enter- 
prises, and methods of code @2n-« 
torcement and administration. 

Another Version of Darrow B’d 

The film industry undoubtedly 
will participaZe in all of these mat- 


(Continued on page 27) 


M-G Selling Shorts in 
Chi Though Features 
Still Remain Stalled 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Despite the general indie exhib 
stand against Metro features this 
season, the boys are purchasing 
M-G shorts. 

Since the exhib burnup is purely 
against Metro's percentage and 
preferred playing time policy, the 
theatres have no objection to buy- 
ing the flat-rental two and one 
reelers. 


HARBURG’S FIRST U 
PROD. ‘SHOW BOAT’ 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
First production for E. Y. Hare 











charge again of the circuit, the 
Canadian branch of Par theatres | burs, Universal's new musical proe 
are stated to have jumped ahead | ducer, will be ‘Show Boat.’ Picture 
perceptibly. was originally planned as a Frank 
Nathanson anc the Holts, of the} Borzage production but director 
Royal Bank, are known to be very|jumped over to Warners. James 
friendly. Andrew, the younger Holt,| Whale has been assigned to direct. 
it igs stated will be actively asso-| Production is slated to. start 
ciated with Nathanson in the new|shortly after Jan. 1 when Harburg 


venture. 


returns from New York, 
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Amesements Slightly Down, Follow 
General Market Trend of Week 


Selling of utilities unsettled the 
whole market in past week, and 
Dow - Jones Industrial Averages 
closed off 1.11 points at 99.73. 
Ability of market generally to hold 
fairly steady in face of concerted 
drive against utility issues brought 
out favorable comment. 

Amusement group averages also 
held fairly firm despite nosedive of 
Radio Preferred B on Saturday (22). 
Averages finished week at 24%, 
where they down 0.573 point from 
preceding close. Group of 12 rep- 
resentative stocks had dipped to 24, 
and at one time managed to get up 
to 257%. Amusements ran true to 
form in that it had been anticipated 
that further consolidation or mark- 
ing time might be pattern for group. 

Announcement by Radio Corp. di- 
rectors that they had rejected plans 
to readjust the company’s capital 
structure for present started fire- 
works in Radio issues. Street had 
expected action to clear up arrear- 
ages on preferred issues, and best 
reports had it that common stock 
might be used in paying up arrears. 
Many anticipated such issuance of 
common would further lower value 
of common shares, and Radio com- 
mon had been discounting such ac- 
tion by hovering about 1934 low 
mark. 

Such overnight news made Radio 
stocks a feature of Saturday’s stock 
exchange trading. Radio B broke 
nearly 4 points on initial sale of 4,000 
shares at 37%. Soon the common 
was selling nearly a point higher 
than its Friday close. One block 
of 9,000 shares of Radio common 
sold at 6 during opening hour, and 
another block of 4,200 shares ex- 
changed hands at same price. Radio 
Preferred A also dropped badly. 

Radio B_ continued to _ falter 
throughout Saturday’s trading, clos- 
ing on bottom at 37, where it was 
off 7% points on week. High of 45 
had been recorded for this preferred 
stock on Monday. Radio A touched 
5214 and finished at 525%, down 2% 
points on week. Its high was 55%, 
recorded Monday, and at this price 
it was only a fourth of a point away 
from year’s peak. 

Radio Common Up 

Radio common fell back near 
close to wind up at 5%. It was up 
half a point on week. Low mark 
was at 4%, only a quarter away 
from 1934 low. Of the 130,400 
shares of common that exchanged 
hands during week, Saturday wit- 
nessed a total of 53,600 shares. 
Radio B fell badly considering that 
only 16,400 shares changed hands, 
while total sales for week in this is- 
sue were 62,100 shares. Preferred 
B was down 4% points in Satur- 
day’s trading. Radio A recorded its 
biggest day’s trading during its 
Saturday dip. A thousand shares 
were exchanged Saturday, while to- 
tal sales in week were 3,000 shares. 

Because Radio director’s committee 


(Continued on page 50) 


PAULINE LORD STARS 
IN ‘SO RED THE ROSE’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Wesley Ruggles has been given 
the directorial assignment on Para- 
mount’s ‘So Red the Rose.’ Max- 
well Anderson is scripting the Stark 
Young novel. 

Piece will be a starrer for Pauline 
Lord. 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Ben Verschleiser. 
Minna Wallis. 

Mady Christians. 
Herman L. Mankiewicz. 
James Blakeley. 

J. P. McEvoy. 

J. E. Otterson. 

Pat Casey. 

E. B. Hatrick. 

Jock Whitney. 
Pauline Starke. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Andy Smith. 

Jake Wilk. 

Don Forker. 
Leontine Sagan. 
Walter Lang. 

Harry Ruskin, 

Gogo Delys. 

J. R. McCarthy. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Botsford. 
Pat De Cicco. 
William Sussman. 
Charles Bickford. 
May Robson. 

John Boles. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


W. R. Sheehan, 
Gabe Yorke. 

Will Hays. 
Maurice McKenzie. 
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CAN’T FIGURE FREAK FIL 


No Release Deal on ‘Life Returns’ 
Till Public Slant Pegged 
Eollywood, Dec. 24. 

Final distribution deal for Dr. 
Eugene Frenke’s ‘Life Returns,’ fea- 
ture by Universal, will depend on 
reception of the picture in San 
Francisco and possibly two other 
spots. Universal, which advanced 
$40,000 to Frenke on the production, 
feels that the picture is too unusual 
for regular release and doubts its 
draw as a roadshow. 

Story is based on Dr. Cornish’s 
experiments in bringing dogs back 
to life after they have been suf- 
focated, 

Studio has oked Frenke’s propo- 
sition to take the picture out to 
three key cities for experimental 
engagements. San Francisco, Dr. 
Cornish’s home town, where he con- 
ducted the experiments, is the only 
city oked so far, with that date 
still pending. 


FURBER RE-ELECTED TO 
HEAD TRANS-LUX MGMT. 


Percy N. Furber’s management of 
the Trans-Lux Corp. was okayed 
by stockholders at the company’s 
annual meeting Friday (21). Fur- 
ber won by a majority of 167,348 
shares. The total number of shares 
qualified to vote is 776,348. The 
total voted was 671,226. 

Furber received 399.471 shares, 
against 232,005 for the opposition. 

New directors elected were Ellery 
Mann, Everett W. Marshall, Percy 
N. Furber, Albert Farrington, Rob- 
ert Gordon, Leavitt J. Hunt, George 
H. Robinson, Robert L. Daine, 
George N. LEichelberger, Walter 
Siemers, Leslie E. Thompson, Rob- 
ert Atkins, Stuart .Vebb, L. A. Hall 
and Edwin G. Lauder. 

Major Thompson is president of 
RKO theatres. Stuart Webb is 
president of Pathe. 


‘Rogers Starts New 
Year with 2 at Par 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 


Under his new contract with 
Paramount, Charles R. Rogers will 
put two pictures in production after 
the first of the year. ‘Held ’Em 
Yale’ gets going around Jan. 7 with 
Ben Stoloff directing. Cast includes 
Patricia Ellis, Caesare Romero, 
William Frawley, Warren B. Hymer, 
Andy Devine, George E. Stone, Bus- 
ter Crabbe and George Barbier. 

Rogers has assigned Ralph Mur- 
phy to the direction of his second, 
‘McFadden’s’ Flats’. Walter C. 
Kelly, Andy Clyde, Jane Darwell 
and George Barbier already cast. 


BOTSFORD XMASES IN N.Y. 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
A. M. Botsford arrives in New 
York Tuesday (Xmas) to spend the 
holidays. 
Returns here Jan, 7. 
































Yesterday’s Prices 





Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
300 Col. Pict. 837% 387 87% + % 
1,500 Con. Film 6 5% COCR Hh 
1,500 East. K...111% 110% 111 
900 Fox 16 


seen 12% 12%+ % 
23.500 Gen. El... 20% 19% 20%+ % 
2900 Loew .... 34% 33% 3+ 

3.000 Par. ctfs. 3% 3% 3% + 





400 Pathe A.. 14 l4 1t : + % 
10,500 RCA ....- 5% 5% 5% 
3.600 RKO .... 2% 2% 24+ % 
1,400 W. B....- 4% 4% 4%- % 

BONDS 
7,000 Gen. Th.. 9 8% 9 +% 
7,000 Loew ....105% 105 105% 
17,000 Par-F-L . 61% 61% 61% — % 
1,000 Do ctfs. 61% 61% 61% —\% 
28,000 Par-Pub . 62% 61% 61% 
6,000 Do ctfs. 62 61% 61%— % 
8,000 W. B....- 58% 5SS% 58's 








L.A. JR. ORPH 
FIGHTS R'CVR 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 
Seeking to avoid receivership, the 
Junior Orpheum Los Angeles Corp., 
operating the RKO - Hillstreet 
theatre, has filed petition in Fed- 
eral Court to operate under Section 
77a of the amended Bankruptcy Act, 
permitting reorganization without 
suspension of business under court 
sanction and supervision. 

Junior Orpheum in its petition 
admits liabilities of approximately 


$2,000,000, with assets enough to 
cover, but troubled by meeting cur- 
rent obligations. Among the assets 
are listed the RKO - Hillstreet 
theatre, valued at $2,312,656, a de- 
preciation reserve fund of $616,000 
and $23,000 in cash. 

Creditors, bondholders and stock- 
holders have been notified to ap- 
pear before U. S. Dist. Judge Wil- 
liam P. James on Jan. 7 to con- 
sider the proposed plan of re- 
organization and granting of the 
petition. 


WALTER LANG HITTING 
HARLEM VIA MEMPHIS 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 











Saturday to spend Christmas with 
his mother in Memphis. From there 
he goes to New York to absorb 
Harlem for the Felix Young mu- 
sical at Radio which he directs on 
his return. 

Musical is a black and white 
story using several colored players 
in the leads. 


M. P. Relief Doles Out, 
Victuals to Film Needy 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


M. P. Relief Fund _ distributed 
more than 1,000 baskets of food to 
the industry’s needy today. Con- 
tributions of around $10,000 from 
picture people made possible the 
spread of Christmas cheer. Those 
without families were given meal 
tickets. 

Distribution was supervised” by 
Francis X. Bauer, secretary of the 
fund, who drew the names from lists 











submitted by the studios. 





Mascot Leases Sennett Plant, 
- First Indie in Its Own Studio 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Mascot has closed negotiations 
with Guaranty Liquidating Corp. 
whereby the independent producing 


company takes a long term lease on 
the Mack Sennett Studios in North 
Hollywood. It’s the first indie out- 
fit taking over its own plant. 

Deal was closed Saturday (22) by 
Nat Levine, president of Mascot, 
and Hadley B. Dodge, head of Guar- 
anty Liquidating, which holds title 
on the property and buildings. 

Mascot will change the name of 
the plant immediately to Mascot 
Studios, and Levine is reported 
ready to go for flashy neon signs to 
decorate the structure, which is on 
the main highway to San Francisco. 

Several thousand dollars will be 
spent in remodeling executive of- 





a pe a Se 


fices; existing stages will be re- 
modeled and a new stage built. 
Mascot will move into the new 
plant around Jan. 10, at which time 
W. C. Durst, who has been han- 
dling the affairs of the bankrupt 
Mack Sennett Studios, will relin- 
quish possession and move any 
equipment and supplies that remain 
as assets of the defunct company 
off the lot. 

During the past several months 
Durst has been leasing space and 
equipment at the Sennett plant, 
paying Guaranty reported rental of 
$25 a day for every day a rental 
company worked on the stages or 
lot. 

Morris Goodman, Mascot sales 
head, arrived here for conferences 
with Levine. This is Goodman's 





first coast Visit In five years. 


Walter Lang left here by plane; 





Inside Stuff—Pictures " 


Just like John Hickey, vaude producer, who called a meeting of vaude- 
ville producers, showing up all alone at his own meeting, Warners called 
a confab of all the old-time songwriters in town. Only three showed 
up: Gus Edwards, Anatole Friedland and Jean Schwartz, with the guest 
of honor, Dick Gerard, who co-authored the original ‘Sweet Adeline,’ also 
in attendance. Warners’ tieup is in connection with the Kern-Hammer- 
stein musical, which WB just filmed, and, while a battery of exploiteers 
were present, few songwriters attended. 








N. Y. Cheese club feted Police Commissioner Valentine last Wednes- 
day (19), first time this season that the club put over its regular Monday 
luncheon. Did it as a courtesy to the commish. 

Harry Hershfield, in gagging about Walter Winchell and Ed Sullivan 
usurping the police department's duties by giving out alleged inside stuff 
on all sorts of cases, declared, ‘Pretty soon one wil] murder the other, and 
the other will get the chair, and then we'll all be happy’. 





Universal has given Columbia the right to use th. title, ‘The Whole 
Town's Talking’, as a substitute for ‘Passport to Fame’, for the picture 
starring Edward G. Robinson and Jean Parker. 

Universal got the title back in 1926 when it made a screen version of 
the stage comedy produced on Broadway. U made the courtesy bow to 
Columbia following announcement by the latter that it had paid Milton 
Bren a $50 bonus for suggesting the monicker. 





The ‘facts of life’ were ruthlessly eliminated from Universal’s ‘The Good 
Fairy’ when Joe Breen's cleansing cohorts troweled out a botanical innu- 
endo dealing with the love life of posies. Scene is where the old German 
woman character explains to the naive Margaret Sullavan in the picture 
the function of the eoral pollen wafted from one stalk to another on the 
wanton winds. 





Arty Westminster, 300-seater, in New York, showing ‘Man of Aran’ on 
a two-a-day $1 top run, will end profitably, averagin,: $2,900 a week. It 
goes out Jan. 2 after nine weeks. Westminster booked it after a disap- 
pointing $2.20 try at the Criterion. Operating on a slim budget, most of 
the advertising has been through a personal letter campaign worked out 
by J. C. Goe, manager. 





Jean Hersholt plans a book, or a series of articles, of reminiscences 
when he reaches the 25-year-in-harness mark. On a recent radio broad- 
cast, the action requested comrades of pioneer days in Hollywood to 
write him. Present picture in which Hersholt is working for Metro is 
his 426th, possibly the high number for any current film player. 





A few weeks ago when the Catholic churches of the country asked 
worshippers to stand up in signifying that they would take the pledge 
against objectionable pictures, a member of the Hays office, attending 
high mass, also stood up. He is said to hate seeing motion pictures 
when not having to. 





When Wheeler and Woolsey headlined at Hamrick’s Music Box, 
Tacoma, for three days, they said before leaving via plane for Holly- 
wood they collected more for their three days on a 35% of gross split 
than on straight bookings in Seattle and Portland. 





Lee Rosenblatt, sister of Sol A. Rosenblatt, is now in the Columbia 
studio publicity. It’s a move from the reading department. Around 
the studio Miss Rosenblatt is known as Lee Ronell. Latter name is used 
by another sister who writes music as Ann Ronell. 





Much publicity was given the recent announcement that a producer — 


would resign from a major studio to organize his own producing come 
pany. Affair was apparently a buildup for a new contract. Anyway, 
the producer was given a new and better contract by the studio. 





When Columbia puts the next Grace Moore picture into work, aroung 
the middle of February, operatic arias will be drawn from ‘Faust’ ang 
‘La Boheme’. Studio is also after excerpts from ‘The Mikado’ (Gilbert 
and Sullivan) for this film. 
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L A. Court Okays F-WC $17,000,000 
Sale, Brushing Aside Last Barrier’ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24, 

Sale of Fox West Coast Theatres 
bankrupt estate to National The- 
atre Corp. for a sum approximating 
$17,000,000, as ordered by Referee 
Earl E, Moss, was confirmed on 
Saturday (22) by U. S. District 
Court Judge George Cosgrave. The 
Court, to which protest of sale had 
been taken on \-rit of review by 


attorneys for Marshall Square The- 
atres and Harry L. Hartman of the 
San Diego Orpheum theatre, did not 
elaborate on the decision, 

Attorneys Jules C, Goldstone and 
Joseph Lewinson for the protes- 
tants announced immediately that 
they would carry their challenge up 
to the U, 8S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals and, if necessary, to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. They were given 
10 days to perfect the appeal. 

Immediate disposition of the F- 
WC assets was laid in Judge Cos- 
grave's legal lap on certificate of 
review from the sale order granted 
two weeks ago by Referee in Bank- 
ruptcy Earl E. Moss. Attorneys 
Goldstone and Lewinson for Mar- 
shall Sq. Theatres and Hartman, 
who are seeking to prevent transfer 
of the circuit’s properties until 
after trial of federal damage suits, 
including the F-WC trustees among 
defendants, charged violation of the 
Sherman and Clayton anti-trust 
acts. 

Opponnts’ Protests 


Appellants, in carrying the case 
up on review, argued that the as- 
sets should be kept intact under 
responsibility of the trustees so that 
judgment, in case it was recovered 
by the plaintiffs in the damage 
suits, would be collectible. If the 
estate passed into the hands of Na- 
tional Theatres and the assets were 
absorbed in reorganization combi- 
nations, recovery would be dubious, 
Attorneys Goldstone and Lewinson 
contended. 

In support of their challenge of 
sale, counsel tried to prove that 
Referee Moss’s affirmation of the 
purchase bid did not constitute a 
valid sale because it lacked a proper 
cash consideration, and that the so- 
called dividend of 100c on the dol- 
lar to all unsecured creditors was 
not actually a dividend. 

Attorneys Walter K. Tuller, B. F, 
Shipman and Oscar Lawler, who 
represented the trustees, Charles P. 
Skouras, Charles C. Irwin and Wil- 
liam H. Moore, Jr., supported the 
saie order as wholly legitimate, ad- 
vantageous to all creditors who had 
come into bankruptcy court with 
claims, and as complying in every 
respect, equitably as well as tech- 
nically, with the bankruptcy act. 
They claim, for the trustees, that 
the handling of the F-WC bank- 
rupt estate, from a condition where 
the operating losses were $25,000 
per week, when they took the reins, 
to a profitable status enabling dis- 
charge of the claims in full, was the 
most remarkable stewardship of 
any big bankrupt in the history of 
show business. 


Trustees’ Arguments 


Attorneys for the trustees con- 
tended that the protestants were 
amply covered for recovery of any 
judgment by the indemnification 
Clauses attached to the purchase 
bid, and by the specific assumption 
by the purchaser of legitimate ad- 
ministration charges, into which ad- 
mittedly the type of litigation in- 
volved would fall. 

Arguments were finally submitted 
On briefs addressed mainly to the 
issues: Is the proposed sale, as 
ordered by Referee Moss with full 
approval of all unsecured creditors, 
& permissible distribution of assets 
under the bankruptcy act; does a 
sale as here proposed depend upon 
cash payments, and may the bank- 
ruptcy be terminated while litiga- 
tion involving the trustees is pend- 
ing in other legal forums? 

Combined briefs contained over 
100 pages of argument and citations 
to be scrutinized by the court in 
affirming or revoking the sale. 


]Small Gets Busy on 








sliance Prod. 


New 
Ho:lywood, Dec. 24. 

Edward Small is starting produc- 
tion plans rolling for his new group 
of features to be made for Reliance 
during 1935. Producer returned last 
week from New York, accompanied 
by Sam Wood, Louis Weitzenkorn 
and Lillian Hellman. 

Wood will direct one for Reliance. 
Weitzenkorn is slated to write an 
original titled ‘Washington Corre- 
spondent,’ while Miss Hellman will 
adapt ‘The Melody Lingers On,’ 
Lowell Brentano’s novel recently 
secured for pictures by Small. 


MINN. RENTALS 
UP 25-5007, 
IN 1934 





Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Local film exchanges report that 
1934 showed business increases 
ranging from 25% to 500% 

Improved general trade conditions 
and better product are given credit 
for the big boost. More income is 
being secured from percentage deals 
because of the fact that theatre at- 
tendance has been considerably 
larger. Also, more theatres are op- 
erating on fuller schedules, making 
for a bigger number of play dates. 

Legalization of Sunday films in 
North Dakota will add considerable 
revenue to the takings of local ex- 
changes, exchange managers point 
out. Everybody all along the line is 
optimistic over the 1935 outlook be- 
cause of increased employment, ris- 
ing from plentiful snow so far this 
winter and the outpouring of federal 
funds into farmers’ hands. 


Schine Atty. Protests 
NRA’s Jurisdiction in 
Smalley Lease Case 


Washington, Dec. 24. 

Jurisdiction of the film Code Au- 
thority and the NRA compliance 
board over interference-with-lease 
complaint filed by William C. 
Smalley of Hamilton, N. Y., was 
challenged last week by Willard 
McKay, attorney for Schine circuit. 

Bringing question of constitu- 
tionality of code prohibition on 
lease interference up to the Blue 
Eagle for the first time, McKay 
contended that the government 
agency has no authority to rule on 
the Smalley complaint and insisted 
that proceedings be abandoned. Re- 
serving decision, compliance board 
proceeded to hear arguments on the 
merits of the action without preju- 
dice to McKay’s legal contention. 

Finding is expected some time 
this week. 








UA Sales Confab i m SF. 


San Francisco, Dec, 24. 
Midwinter western sales  con- 
vention by United Artists is set for 
here starting Jan. 2. 
All branch managers and sales- 
men from the western division will 
participate, A] Lichtman presiding. 











Riter Quits Z-C Board 





Los Angeles, Dec, 24. 
William C,. Riter, branch man- 
ager here for Columbia Pictures, | 
has resigned as a member of the} 
L. A. zoning and clearance board. 
Successor is expected to be Al 
O'Keefe, Universal braneh man- 
ager. 





iceilved from the public which pur- 


| leged 


plaintiffs to have brought about. 
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u WEST QUOTING 
HIGH RENT OUALED 


—— oe 


Owners Seek 10 Years’ 
Profit—Practically No 
Turn-Over of Theatres | 
Due to Prices 








NO DARK HOUSES 





Chicago, Dec. 24. 


That trade is pointing upward in 
this territory is indicated by the 
booming of theatre realty prices 
throughout Chicago and the mid- 
west. Houses which were on the 
market last year and the year pre- 
vious at almost any price are now 
far out of reach. They've attached 
balloons to the selling and lease- 
hold prices of the great majority 
of theatres, with asking terms now 
four and five times greater than 
they were in the 1931-1933 era. 


Aaron Jones, of Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer, for example, is anxious to 
secure suitable theatre properties 
in this town. He negotiated with 
some 85 different owners and the- 
atres here and was unable to make 
one deal. 

Not for Sale 


Loew's at present is understood 
to be considering theatres in the 
various neighborhoods ag the start 
of an invasion campaign, but so far 
not one house has changed hands. 
Harry Balaban has been trying to 
spread his circuit of neighborhood 
theatres and even he has been un- 
able to buy at the prices quoted 
recently. 

In Chicago today there ig not one 
closed nabe theatre, Balaban & 
Katz had a couple dark, but they 
are all reopened today. Even the 
white elephant Paradise is alive and 
operating at a profit today. Houses 
which were considered liabilities a 
couple of years ago are today light- 
ed and going. 

About the last theatre deal made 
in town which was considered a 
pretty good buy was by B. & K. for 
the legit Apollo and Carick on Ran- 
dolph street. Reported that B. & K. 
got those theatres on a two-year 
lease with options and at $500 a 
week rental. This deal was made 
eamy in 1934. 

Theatre-seekers find that the op- 


(Continued on page 51) 





Sharp Tilt Over Leasing Clause 
Abandonment at Wash. Code 


Hearing: Revision as Compromise 
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E. T. Lowe (Not an Actor) 
Made Fox Producer 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Edward T. Lowe has been upped 
to status of associate producer at 
Fox, to work with Sol M. Wurtzel 
at the Western Avenue plant. He 
will handle as his first assignments 
‘Charlie Chan's Danger’ and ‘Secret 
Lives,’ featuring Mona Barrie and 
Gilbert Roland. 

Lowe has for the past year been 
on the Fox writing staff and has 
assisted John Stone with Spanish 
productions, 


SCRAPPING OF 
1-C IRKS BUFF 
EXHIBS LOTS 


Buffalo, Dec, 24. 


Scrapping of clearance and zoning 
features of the motion picture code 
hits local exhibitor group hard. Buf- 
falo last spring was one of the few 
centers to formulate a clearance and 
zoning schedule based on admis- 
sions. The plan was rejected by 
the Code Authority and a legal rep- 
resentative of the Code was sent 
here under whose direction a new 
plan was formulated after pro- 
tracted meetings held all summer. 

Announcement of the abandon- 
ment of the zoning features in 
favor of individual complaints to 
the zoning board is being regarded ! 
with dissatisfaction by local exhibs 
many of whom are threatening to 
withhold further payments or as- 
sessments. They contend that the 
clearance and zoning was the only 
advantage guaranteed exhibitors 
under the code and that its aban- 
donment now takes away this sole 
advantage. One local group is on 
record as favoring complete aban- 
donment of the code so far as the 
exhibition end is concerned. 











Both Sides Absent 


Vs. Setay Suit Motion Is Called, 


+ 





There are reports of a possible 
settlement in the sult which has 
been brought by Al Jolson against 
Herbert J. Yates and other officers 
and directors of Setay, Inc., invest- 
ment trust. Neither side showed up 
to argue the motion for an examina- 
tion before trial of Yates and other 
defendants when due to be heard 
in New York Supreme court Dec. 17. 
Motion therefore was stricken off 
the court calendar. 

Albert J. Karch, holder of 400 
Setay shares, is co-plaintiff with 
Jolson in the suit. Jolson is a holder ; 
of 2,200 shares. 

According to the complaints, Setay 
under the domination of Yates, lost 


millions through allegedly specula- 
The investment 





+ ~™ + 
tuave management. 


trust was organized in April, 1927, 
and, according to the complaint, 
started in business with $14,000,000 
in cash and marketable securities. 
The working capital of Setay, it is 
alleged, was actually paid and re- 


chased the capita] stock. 

Jolson and Karch seek an ac- 
counting and restitution of such al- 
wasted funds and _ secret 
profits, advantages and emoluments 
which directors are claimed by 





la final decision is desired, the spe- 


When Jolson 





BOETTINGER’S DUTIES 


On Special Morals Committee East 
To 0.0. All Pix 





One of the first functions worked 
out for John Boettinger, new Will 
Hays’ appointee, is that of serving 
on the special committee which 1s 
called in to look at pictures in the 
east which offer morally controver- 
sial questions. Committee is called 
in after Vincent Hart, eastern pro- 
duction code administrator re- 
viewer, has looked at them. 

Hart, under Breen in the self- 
censorship setup, looks at all pic- 
tures produced in the east or in 
Europe for release here. When 
moral questions come up on which 


cial committee is called in. 

In addition to lBoettinger, the 
group includes Arthur DeBra, Les- 
ter Thompson and Maurice McKen- 
zie. Boettinger joined the M.P.P.D.A. 
a week ago with the title of an as- 
sistant to Hays but without duties 
otherwise defined. Presumption {is 
that since he has a strong Wash- 





ington background socially and with 
the Chicago Tribune's bureau in the 
Capita], he will function also as a 
contact with Washington. 





Washington, Dec. 24. 


The leasing clause abandonment, 
suggested by the Code Authority, 
precipitated a rather sharp tilt at 
the hearing Wednesday (19) on pro- 
posed changes in the NRA film code, 

Deletion of the leasing clause was 
strongly recommended by Tyree 
Dillard, code authority counsel, but 
Was opposed by Ed Kuykendall, 
M.P.T.O.A. president, and Norman 
Samuelson, of New York, attorney 
for William C. Smalley, Hamilton, 
N. Y., exhibitor enmeshed in a code 
violation dispute growing out of this 
particular provision. 

Admitting that codists were di- 
vided 6 to 4 on the deletion pro- 
posal, Dillard specified several rea- 
sons why the provision should be 
dropped. The clause is ‘relatively 
unimportant,’ he testified, noting that 
only 15 of 1,689 complaints brought 
before the C.A. and_ subsidiary 
boards involved this section and 
that no complaints have been filed 
against chains. Difficulty of en- 
forcement, conflict of state laws, 
and possible damage to landlords 
were other reasons cited why the 
C.A, desires to throw this provision 
overboard. 

With the explanation that the 
provision originally was intended to 
protect indies against unfair chain 
competition, Dillard significantly 
stated that all of the complaints 
brought under this section during 
the past year were aimed at in- 
dependents. Consequently, Dillard 
concluded, there is little ‘reason for 
continuing such an unworkable pro- 
vision. 

Kuykendall and Samuelson con- 
tended in defense of the provision 
that the simple fact of its existence 
undoubtedly had exercised a ben- 
eficial effect and had deterred com- 
petitors from trying to induce land- 
lords to cance) leases of their rivals. 
But the two defenders could not 
agree on how the clause should be 
revised to make it enforceable. 

Insisting that the small number of 
complaints is evidence of the value 
of the clafise, Samuélson suggested 
that legal difficuitles encountered in 
administration might be avoided if 
the provision were amended to ex- 
clude cases involving foreclosures, 
estates, and bankruptcies. Dillard 
previously had related the difficulty 
encountered in smoothing out com- 
plaints where several sets of bond 
or mortgage holders or estates were 
involved. 

Embarrassing 

Admitting that the clause in its 
existing form is not entirely effec- 
tive and places the Code Authority 
in an embarrassing position, Kuy- 
kendall advised that attempts be 
made to improve the phraseology 
before tossing the provision in the 
ashcean. The effect of the clause 
has been ‘good even if we have been 
unable to enforce it,’ he said. 

The provision serves as protec- 
tion for indies against fly-by-night 
promoters who have been trying to 
chisel in on theatre properties in 
small communities, M. P. T. O. A. 
prexy asserted. Noting that many 
small exhibs have had a difficult 
job weathering the depression and 
are just now beginning to see day- 
light, he said that if no provision 
of this sort were contained in the 
code there would be no restriction 
on racketeering which would force 


numbers of indies and small house 
operators into bankruptcy. 
‘There is no question this has been 


a restrictive influence on the fly-by- 
night promoters,’ Kuykendall said. 


‘I feel sure that 85% of the exhibi- 
tors want something of this sort to 
restrict unfair operation 

Strength of Allied States was 
thrown behind Kuykendall and Sam- 
uelson when Deputy Administrator 
William P. Farnsworth read and 
censored a letter from Abram F., 
Myers. Complaining that ‘domi- 
nar t’ majors want to delete the 


clause now that it has served its 
(Continued on page 27) 
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ROXY-MASTBAUM HOPES FOR $30,000 
INAUGURAL WEEK WITH ‘ADELINE’ 





Big Excitement as Rothafel Invades Philadelphia— 
Report House Can Break at $30,000—Will Ad- 
here to Monday Opening Policy 





Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 


All eyes are turned this week on 
the Roxy-Mastbaum. Its reopening 
is far and away the biggest news in 
the amusement world that Philly 
has brought forth in some years. 

Big house, under Roxy tutelage, 
has ‘Sweet Adeline’ as first film at- 
traction, plus a typical big Roxy 
stage show. First understood that 
after the holiday weeks Roxy-Mast- 
baum would switch to the Friday 
change dates used by most of 
Philly’s film houses, but according 
to present plans Monday openings 
will be continued, as giving Roxy 
Sunday to get shows set. 

Extent of Roxy’s popularity in 
this city is, of course, still to be 
seen; also whether location of house 
will stil! militate against its suc- 
cess. For these reasons conjectures 
on weekly grosses vary a great deal, 
but it is no secret that management 
would be disappointed with any- 
thing less than $50,000 opening week. 
Later on will be something else 
again, but the skeptics who have 
been saying that the Mastbaum 
couldn’t be put over in a big way 
are less pessimistic now that it is 
stated that house can break on $30,- 
000 under present hook-up. 

Tomorrow (Tuesday) finds four 
openings, and all important. Boyd 
has ‘The Little Minister,’ Stanley 
‘Broadway Bill,’ Locust (reopening) 
‘My Heart Is Calling, and Aldine 
‘The Mighty Barnum,’ which has 
been getting some extensive plug- 
ging in the dalies. 

Only houses which kept to their 
Friday change policy were the 
Earle, which has ‘Babes in Toy- 
land’ on the screen and Anatol’s 
‘Affairs of 1935’ on the stage. Critics 
liked the film, and as a holiday of- 
fering it should do well, although 
night business at the Earle wasn't 
anything to write home about Fri- 
day and Saturday. With the holi- 
day influx, no reason why $23,000 
shouldn’t be reached. 

Fox has Shirley Temple in ‘Bright 
Eyes,’ plus a big stage show featur- 
ing Singer’s Midgets. This house 
will be watched very closely with 
the Mastbaum’s reopening, but it 
ought to get a bright $27,000 or more 
this holiday week. 

Karlton has ‘Flirtation Walk,’ the 
Stanton switches tomorrow also, 
with ‘Limehouse Blues’ in, and the 
Arcadia has College Rhythm.’ 

Rumors are very plentiful and 
strong that WB are expecting to 
have to close the Stanley after the 
holidays are over. It’s figured that 
this house, a block from the Mast- 
baum and not any too strong in biz 
of late anyway, won't -be able to 
stand the competition. 

Last week’s trade was, as expect- 
ed, very flat. ‘Anne of Green Ga- 
bles,’ which finishes at the Boyd to- 
day, will get a fairly satisfactory 
$8,000. Fox’s combination of ‘Even- 
song’ and a stage show headed by 
Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey was 
good for only $13,000, and the Earle 
with ‘Babbitt’ on the screen and a 
Paul Ash revue could only grab 
$11,500—pretty sad 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 35-40-55) —'Mighty 
Barnum’ (UA). Opens tomorrow 
and hopes for a sizable run. ‘Pri- 
vate Life of Don Juan’ (UA) a 


rather sketchy $7,000 in eight day 
6tay. 

Arcadia (600; 25-35-40)—‘College 
Rhythm’ (Par). Ought to be good 


for a lively $2,900. Last week ‘We 


Live Again’ (UA) only $1,800. 


Boyd (2.400; 35-40-55)—‘Little 
Minister’ (Radio). Opens tomor- 


row (Tuesday), much expected of it. 
‘Anne of Green Gables’ (Radio), 
Getting scanty $8,000 on week end- 
ing today. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Babes in 
Toyland’ (MG) and vaude. Film 
good for this time of year although 


not getting some of the house’s STRONG IN LINCOLN 
usual clientele; hopes for $23,000. 
Last week ‘Babbitt’ (WB) and 
vaude. A very pale $11,500. ; 
Fox (3,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Bright Lincoln, Dec. 24. 
Eyes’ (Fox) and stage show. Shirley] _ Phenomenal spurts at most of the 
Temple expected to drag ’em| first run b.o.’s are being recorded 
heavily; $27,000 indicated. Last|0" the ordinarily dirgey stretch 
week ‘Evensong’ (GB-Fox) ana] leading into Xmas Eve. Biz up 
stage show. Had to be satisfied| 42nd down the row, however, has 
with $13,000. been considerably above the last 
Karliton (1,000; 25-35-40) —'F lirta- two years, especially on the mats. 
tion Walk’ (FN). Should hit nice The smash of the layout this 
$4,000 on this second run showing.| Week is ‘Babes in Toyland’ at the 
Last week ‘Painted Veil’ (MG)| Lincoln, which ran to excellent re- 
$3,500; excellent for week before] ception all through the opening day. 
Xmas. A big play is made for the kids, 
Locust (1,400; 55-75)—‘My Heart] 4nd as a consequence the sidewalk 
Is Calling’ (GB-Fox). House re-|is piled high with bicycles and the 
opening tomorrow and again trying] usual squawking of mothers, PTA’s 
reserved seat-two-a-day policy. and church groups about bad Xmas 
Mastbaum (4,800; 35-55-75)- billing is allayed. The Orpheum 
‘Sweet Adeline’ (WB) and. stage] with vaude nad Cohan’s ‘Gambling’ 
show. All eyes focussed on this big] is the next high. 
houses re- opening under Koxy LTC added to ite @xploitaiion 
eupervision. Today's the day. Hard staff last week, w is probably 
f “s Xs ie BAe ahs. aa te $2 oR aS Rou et 14 RR 


to conjecture on biz ahead of course 
but management would like $50,000 
or more for holiday week. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-40-55)—‘Broad- 
way Bill’ (Col). Opens tomorrow. 
This house will find Mastbaum com- 
petish. “Behold My Wife’ (Par) no 
more than $7,500 last week. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-50)—‘Lime- 
house Blues’ (Par). Opens tomor- 
row along with the big pack. ‘Gay 
Bride’ (MG) getting only $4,800 on 
week ending today. 


‘Rhythm’- Prentice 
Only Show Okay 
In Newark, $5,000 


Newark, Dec. 24. 

It’s all stop gaps at the screens 
this week-end. Films that probably 
wouldn’t go anyway are being run 
in for the weekend with new fare 
being shown Christmas or in the 
case of Loew's, Monday. 

The Branford will try an unusual 
stunt. Last three days of the week 
will show Guy Lombardo and four 
acts nights only with a film, while 
afternoons will play kiddies’ mats 
with a totally different program. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Babes in Toyiand’ (MG) and ‘White 
Lies’ (Col.). Plenty of kids during 
mats but their 15c. pieces hardly 
swell the excheck. Will barely 
reach $6,000 on six days, off. Last 
week eight days of ‘Imitation Life’ 
(U) and ‘Big Hearted Herbert’ 
(WB) fair on $9,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 
40)—‘College Rhythm’ (Par) and 
‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG). Only 
house opening like anything. If it 
holds a full week will be around 
$5,000. Last week ‘Firebird’ (WB) 
and ‘Ready for Love’ (Par) weak at 
$3,000. 

Little (Franklin) °(299; 30-40-45) 
—‘Three Songs about Lenin’ (Am- 
kino). No. sensation, but going 
okay and will be nice enough on 
nine days at $1,200. Last week, 
third of ‘Power’ (GB) okay $920. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)—‘Gay 
Bride’ (MG) and vaude. Only three 
days, but should be near $5,000. 
‘Kid Millions’ opens today (24). 
Last week ‘We Live Again’ (UA) 
was rather weak, but Ted Lewis on 
the stage pushed it over $17,500, 
fine. 








Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 20-99)—‘Father Brown, De- 
tective’ (Par) and vaude. On four 
days, maybe $3,500, awful. Last 
week ‘President Vanishes’ (Par) 
pretty tame at $9,800. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-55)— 
‘Wednesday’s Child’ (Radio) and 
‘By Your Leave’ (Radio). Gross no 
better than elsewhere and_ will 


probably be $5,000 on five days. 
Last week ‘Captain Hates the Sea’ 
(Col) and ‘Fugitive Lady’ (Col) 
okay at $8,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) 
25-40—‘Ticket to a Crime’ (Mono) 
and ‘Girl of My Dreams’ (Mono) 
with ‘Old Santa Fe’ (Mascot) and 
‘Kentucky Kernels’ (Radio) split. 
But the latter half holds a full week. 
On full time will be around $6,000. 
Last week ‘Fighting Trooper’ (Syn) 


(1,900; 15- 


and ‘White Parade’ (Par), with 
‘Gridiron Flash’ (Radio) and ‘Suc- 
cessful Failure’ (FD) split, not 


much at nearly $3,000. 


‘BABES IN TOYLAND,’ 36, 











1st Runs on Broadway 
Subject to Change 





Week ef Dec. 28 


Gaplitol—‘Vorsaking All Oth- 
ers’ (MG) (25). 


Mayfair — ‘I Sell Anything’ 
(WB) (38). 

Muslo Hali—‘Little Minister’ 
(Radio) (27). 


Paramount — ‘Here Is My 
Heart’ (Par) (2d wk). 


Rialto — ‘Murder in_ the 
Clouds’ (WB) (25). 

Rivoli—‘Barnum’ (UA) (2d 
wk). 


Roxy—‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
(Radio) (24 wk). 


Week of Jan. 4 


Capitol—‘Forsaking All Oth- 
era’ (MG) (2d wk). 

Mayfair—I Am a Thief’ 
(WB) (81). 

Musie Hall—‘Little Minister’ 
(Radio) (24 wk). 

Paramount—'Sweet Adeline’ 


(WB). 

Rialto—‘Best Man Wins’ 
(Col) (1). 

Rivoli—Barnum’ (UA) (8d 
wk). 


Roxy—‘It’s a Gift’ (Par). 











an indication of some live competi- 
tion with the start of 1935. Both 
LTC and the opposition Westland 
have been choking back the best 
product, and the month of January 
forecasts bills, the like of which 
have not been seen in a long time. 


Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Howling Dog’ (WB). Should get 
$600 on the four days. Last week 
‘Murder in the Clouds’ (WB) three 
days; ‘Secret of the Chateau’ 
(Radio) two days, and ‘I’m a Thief’ 
(Radio) two days got about $900, 
nice enough. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
—'Babes in Toyland' (MG). Indi- 
cates exceptional $3,000. Last week 
‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (Fox) very nicely, 
$2,100. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Gambling’ (Fox) with ‘World of 
Mirth’ stage show. Prospects of a 
fair enough $2,100. Last week ‘Love 
Time’ (Fox) bolstered by the Mamie 
Smith-Andy Kirk colored unit and 
followed by ‘Silver Streak’ (Radio), 
featuring the local Zephyr train, 
jumped into high ground with al- 
most $4,000. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Music in the Air’ (Fox). With 
personal eppearance of Orville Ren- 
nie, of ‘Student Prince’ cast, in for 
five days, will probably get $2,200, 
so-so. Last week ‘Painted Veil’ 
(MG) very sad with $2,300. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10- 
25)—‘Jealousy’ (Coll). Described 
by the first three title letters being 
lopped off; a possible $950 in sight. 
Last week ‘Power’ (GB) was as 
slow in its biz as its unraveling, 
$900. 





Columbus’ Pix Sked 
All Jazzed by Holiday 


Columbus, Dec. 24, 


The boys are rubbing hands in 
anticipation of Christmas week, 
which should bring big takes all 
around. Four ace pictures booked; 
town’s in a spending mood, and the 
doldrums are past. What with bad 
weather, charity drives and flock of 
concerts, business hasn't been much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,006; 30-44)— 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG). In for a 
four-day run and pretty weak at 
$3,000. ‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA) open- 
ing Xmas day, should sock for 
$12,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,075; 80-44)— 
‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Fox). About 
$3,500 for four days. ‘Bright Eyes’ 
(Fox) opening Tuesday, will hit 
$11,000 


Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 30-44) 
—Band Plays On’ (MG). Died at 
$2,500 in four days. Tuesday opener, 
‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par). 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 30-44)— 
‘Firebird’ (WB). Will take about 
$1,000 in half a week. ‘Kentucky 
Kernels’ (Radio) opens Tuesday 
(25). 


‘BRIGHT EYES’ 
$7,000 TOPS 
DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 24, 

Five-inch snow on tail-end of last 
week, making streets slippery at 
night and sloppy in day, didn’t help 
grosses any. ‘Bright Eyes’ opened 
well Sunday and looks to do well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Bachelor of Arts’ (Fox). por al 
like $1,500, poor. Last week ‘Gentle- 
men Are Born’ (FN) did only fair 
and closed with $2,000. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Wednesday’s Child’ (Radio) 
and ‘It’s a Gift’ (Par), double bill. 
Around $3,000, which is poor. Last 
week ‘Gay Divorcee’ (Radio) on 
second week did over half the busi- 
ness done the first week and fin- 
ished with $5,500. The opening 
week ran to $10,000. Big engage- 
ment. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Music in the Air’ (Fox). May- 
be $6,000. Last week ‘The Painted 
Veil’ (MG) experienced a good week 
but not as good as looked for and 
closed with $7,000. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-50)—‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) opened 
Sunday; headed for $7,000. ‘Hat, 
Coat, Glove’ (Radio) bad three days 
worth scanty $6,000 in split with 
‘Captain Hates the Sea’ (Col). 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 








40)—‘One Night of Love’ (Col), 4 
days; ‘Babe in Toyland’ (MG), 3 
days. Perhaps $3,000, okay. Last 


week ‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U) and 
‘Adventure Girl’ (Indie), double bill; 
and ‘Down to Their Last Yacht’ 
(Radio) and ‘Strange Wives’ (U), 
double bill—split week —did only 
fair, turning in $1,500. 





Split Week in Boston 





Many 4 and 3-Day Pics—‘Barnum’ for Finish 
Getting State dake 090 


Boston, Dec. 24. 

With the Christmas shopping pall 
lifting in Hub, film biz perks up, 
led by ‘Mighty Barnum’ at the 
State. Looks like Hub’s best. Shir- 
ley Temple in ‘Bright Eyes,’ aided 
by oke stage show, appears to be 
second best at the Met. 

Majestic theatre, bombed two 
weeks ago, ifs still dark, undergoing 
repairs, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,500; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘First World War’ (Fox) and 
‘Love Time’ (Fox), dual, splitting 
the week with another double bill, 
starting Christmas, ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
(WB) and T’ll Fix It’ (Col) should 
drag in a hefty $5,000. Last week 
‘T Am a Thief’ (WB) and ‘One Hour 


Late’ (Par), doubled, slumped to 
$2,400. 
Met (M&P) (4,400; 35-50-65)— 


‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) and stage show 
expected to turn in a good $24,000. 


‘Music. in Air’ (Fox), with stage 
show, down under last week at 
$13,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘World War’ (Fox) and ‘Love 
Time’ (Fox), doubled, playing split 
with ‘Adeline’ (WB) and ‘Fix It’ 


(Col) will garner about $7,500. Last 
week off with ‘I Am Thief’ (WB) 
‘One Hour Late’ (Par), $5,200. 





Ney (MEP) (2,700; 25-86-50) 





‘Flirtation Walk’ (WB), second run 
and vaude to a nifty $8,000 here. 
Last week offish, $5,400, with ‘Col- 
lege Rythm’ (Par) and vaude. 

Keith-Boston (RKO) (3,300: 25- 
30-40-50)—‘West of Pecos’ (Radio) 
and stage show promise of bullish 
$17,500. Last week the house at- 
tracted enough Christmas shoppers 
to ring up satisfactory $13,000 with 
‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U) and vaude. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
25-40-55) — ‘Wednesday’s Ch ild’ 
(Radio) for three days, then ‘Little 
Minister’ (Radio) opening Chrstmas 
Day, should poll about $16,500 at the 
big house. Last week, ending Fri- 
day (21), sad at $7,500 with ‘Man 
Who Reclaimed Head’ (U) for four 
days and ‘Wednesday’s €hild’ three 
days, each running single. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-40- 
55)—Band Plays On’ (MG) and ]lo- 
cally produced unit on stage, aided 
by post-holiday pick-up Shaping up 
for medium $11,000. Garbo’s ‘Veil’ 
(MG), plus vaude survived shop- 
ping purge satisfactorily last week 
at $13,000, 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-55)—— 
‘Toyland’ (MG) and ‘Wicked Wom- 
an’ (MG), doubled, for four days, 
ending Sunday (23); then ‘Barnum’ 
(MG), single, for balance of week 
promises forte $16,000. Last week 
go $9,000 with ‘Don Col) a (UA) 
and ‘Men of Night’ ( >» dualled. 


SABI (20H de > 


MIXED-UP DATES 
PROVIDENCE 
HAZY 


Providence, Dec. 24. 

All sorts of complexes this week. 
Exhibitors trying their darnest to 
get the business. Bookings are all 
screwy, and will be that way until 
the holidays are over. Two theatres 
on the main stem have split up their 
week in an effort to stem the flow 
of holiday red ink. 

‘Mighty Barnum’ opened today 
(24), but this one is not expected to 
hit its real stride until tomorrow. 
‘Bright Eyes’ started Friday (21), 
and opened fairly good considering 
everything. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘World 
Accuses’ and ‘Live, Laugh and 
Love,’ stage show. With the peak 
in holiday biz, gross should be well 
around average at $8,300, despite a 
weak start. Last week ‘I Am a 
Thief’ (WB) and ‘Music Hall Vari- 
eties’ on stage was oke, too, at 
$7,500. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA). First break 
house has had in picture fare in 
weeks. With business reaching peak 
by tomorrow house is hoping to gar- 
ner around $18,000 for a smash. 
‘Wicked Woman’ (MG) and ‘Band 
Plays On’ opened Friday (21) for 
three-day run only, booked in as a 
stop-gap for Monday opening of 
‘Barnum’; biz bad at $3,800 for the 
three days. Last week ‘Don Juan’ 
(UA) and ‘The Gay Bride’ (MG) 
was bad, too, at $5,900. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) and ‘Bachelor 
of Arts’ (Fox). Nice bill. Shouldn't 
be far from $10,000. Last week ‘St. 
Louis Kid’ (WB) and ‘Firebird’ 
(WB) just able to cross $6,000 mark, 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Father Brown, Detective’ (Par) and 


‘One Hour Late’ opens tomor- 
row (25). ‘Men of the Night’ (Col) 
and ‘Lost in the Stratosphere’ 


(Mono) on five-day run netted house 
close to $5,500; not bad. Last week 
‘It’s a Gift’ (Par) and ‘White Lies’ 
(Col) was one of the more brighter 
spots in town, or close to $7,500. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Grand Old Lady’ Radio) ana ‘Holi- 
day Capers’ on stage. Regular 
opening weak, but building up, and 
by the end of the week gross 
shouldn’t be far from $8,800; uke. 
Last week ‘West of the Pecos’ 
(Radio) and stage show; held up 
very well; close to $9,000. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Great Expectations’ (U) and ‘The 
Face on the Barroom Floor’ on split 
week garnered $1,200. Last week 
‘Two Heads on a Pillow’ (Radio). 
‘The Fighting Trooper’ (Conn) was 
nice at $1,250 on gsplit week, too. 


Mixing In Sluffs 
With Strong Pix 
For the Xmas Coin 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 24. 
Exhibitors differed on Xmas pic 
bookings. Some houses smashed 
with new show to wow, others fig- 
ured it a break to get rid of weak 
product or hold over a winner for 
every ounce of holiday biz. ‘Imita- 
tion of Life’ held at the Music Box 
a third week and holiday trade 
keeping its gross about as high as 
second week. 

United Artists cut run short on 
‘Don Juan’ to wow ’em with ‘Mighty 
Barnum’ opening on Christmas day. 
Mayfair picked ‘Pursuit of Happi- 
ness’ as suitable stuff for the holi- 
day trade. Orpheum ran in ‘K. C. 
Princess’ after postponing that 
booking for several weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
tee ed (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
Gentlemen Are Born’ (FN). Get- 
ting a fair share of holiday biz, 
around $5,000. Last week, ‘Gay 
Bride’ (MG) did about aver: at 
$4,600. 
United Artists 








co 
ige 


(Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Don Juan’ (UA). Well exe 
ploited and answering fair $4,000. 
Last week ‘Painted Veil’ (MG) did 
nicely but not up to expectations, 
got $6,700 for 10 days. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 
25-40)—‘It’s a Gift’ (Par) with 
vaude and stage band. Fair enough 
for holiday biz, around $6,600. Last 
week ‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Par) 
with vaude, $5,700. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) 
40)—‘K. C. Princess’ (WB) with 
vaude and stage band. Average 
pace at $5,000. Last week ‘Age of 
Innocence’ (Radio) and vaude, $4,400. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,« 
400; 25-35)—‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 
(Par), Getting a nice break in this 
house for around $3,000. Last week 
‘Wagon Wheels’ (Par), horse opera, 
got only fair attention for $2, 700. 
Music Box (Hamrick) 5-40)~— 


(2,000; 26- 





‘Imitation of os (U) (3d ee 
Should get good enough $2,500. 
Recond week, 3.1004 fret, $6,200. 
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Loop B. 0's Wai ting for Xmas Day; 
‘Eyes’ Best Outlook on $30,000 Pace: 
‘Veil OK $10,000; ‘Caravan’ $17,000 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Starting out slowly as expected, 
the current week figures to finish in 
a rush. Practically all houses are 
easing along and not trying to fight 

what they believe to be inevitable. 
Apollo has about decided to quit 
its first run policy and settle back 
as the second house of the loop for 
Balaban & Katz, while the Garrick 
shifts to first run with ‘Gay Bride.’ 


‘McVickers drops its stage show pol- 
‘icy after two weeks of trying with 


the Globe Theatre Shakespeare 
from the World's Fair. 
Matinee femmes didn’t like the Bard 
show while the soda clerk element 
at night couldn’t see anything to 
‘Macbeth,’ even in tab form. House 


now sticking to straight pietures 


and doing a better job. Aaron Jones 
is in New York angling for a pic- 


’ ture break. for the house. 


‘Bright Eyes’ expected to set the 


_top mark of the week by delivering 


at least $30,000 into the Chicago 
box-office. Started slowly Friday 
(21), but with school out and the 
pre-Xmas days over tide is ready to 
turn the other, way. Entire show 
is aimed for the holiday trade, both 
on stage and screen. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-50) 
—‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG). Second 
week in Loop for this one and will 
hold to good $5,0C0 for the session. 
Last week ‘Flirtation Walk’ (WB) 
managed oke $4,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 85-55-75) 
—‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Ready to get going as soon 
as the pre-Xmas slump is over. In- 
dications are for $30,000, good 
enough for handicaps. Last week 
‘Prentice’ (MG) satisfied for the 
pre-Xmas doldrums at $28,100, 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55)— 
‘Gay Bride’ (MG). First run this 
time and headed for $4,000, fair. 
‘Night of Love’ (Col) finished its 
seventh week in the loop last week 
to $5,300. 

McVickers (Jones) (2,200; 25-35- 
60)—‘Chu Chin Chow’ (GB). (24 
week). Excellent notices and fine 
comment built this picture and held 
it second week despite shift from 
stage show to straight pic policy. 
Fine $8,000 this week. Last week 
pleasant $10,800. ‘Power’ (GB) next. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Pursuit of Happiness’ (Par) and 
vaude. Gus Van headlining holiday 
show. With handicaps will be fair 
at $13,000 for the session. Last week 
off at $12,900 for ‘Desirable’ (WB). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Caravan’ (Fox) and vaude. Head- 
lining are Milton Berle and the 
Rooneys. Again feeling the drag of 
Santa Claus competition and slides 
quickly to $17,000, so-so. Last week 
*‘Man Who Reclaimed Head’ (U) and 
‘Folies Bergeres’ unit on stage for 
second week, walloping $29,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35- 
65)—‘Painted Veil’ (MG). Garbo 
name only thing that is managing 
to hold this one up at all to fairish 
$10,000. Will stick around for 10 
days and then give way to ‘Forsak- 
ing All Others’ (MG), arriving Dec. 
29. Last week ‘Toyland’ (MG) 
faded away to $5,800. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
80-35)—‘Exciting Adventure’ (U) 
and vaude. Will stick to $11,000 
currently despite general handicaps. 
Last week ‘Fugitive Lady’ (Col) 
held to good $11,700. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
85-45-65—‘Kid Millions’ (UA) (3d 
week). Picking up pace and hold- 
ing longer than had originally been 
expected. Touched fine $14,700 on 
gecond session and looks capable of 
$11,000 and over currently. ‘Mighty 
Barnum’ (UA) slated for Jan. 2. 


N. 0. VAMPING 


Not Ready Until Xmee Day When 
Good Pix Come In 








New Orleans, Dec. 24. 

Three major houses are _ split- 
weeking prior to Xmas. Saenger 
getting some biz with ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy,’ but Loew’s State, which has 
‘Band Played,’ snd Orpheum, spon- 
goring ‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ are 
light. 

Tudor and St. Charles not chang- 
ing full-week policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,568; 40)—‘Peck’s Bad 
Roy (Fox). Opened Saturday for 

ree days and will get oke $4,000. 
‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) opens 
— Last week ‘Limehouse Blues’ 

Par) did fine $10,000. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—‘Band 
Played On’ (MG). Rather anaemic 
@t $3,000 in four days. ‘Mighty Bar- 
mum’ (UA) opens Xmas eve. Last 
week ‘Don Juan’ (UA) very low at 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 85)—‘Big Heart- 

Herbert’ (WB). In five days 
et weak $4,000. ‘Sweet Ade- 

e’ (WB) opens Xmas. Last week 





‘Lady by Choice’ 
$7,000, good. 

St. Charles (2,200; 25) —‘Jane 
Eyre’ (Mono), Old tear-jerker kinda 
skimpish and Xmas will be needed 
for $2,000. Last week ‘Gambling’ 
(Fox) got poor $1,500. 

Tudor (700; 25)—‘Babes in Toy- 
land’ (MG). Perfectly spotted here 
and will run close to big $3,000. 
Last week ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 
(Par) for fair $1,800, 


MY WIFE, VODE 
FAIR $16,500 
WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 24. 

Grosses took the expected pre- 
Christmas nose-dive over the week- 
end, but not as bad as in past years. 
Everybody played so-so films. Way 
exploitation was held at minimum 
accounts in part for light takes. 

Unusual feature this year was 
that every straight flicker house 
scheduled a split week, saving sock 
films to open on Christmas Day 
(25). Vaude spots opened with all 
rest on Friday (21) and are playing 
straight through, taking beatings 
over the week-end but figuring to 
pick up enough through Thursday 
to pull figures up. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60)— 
‘Behold My Wife’ (Par) and vaude. 
Combo of Sylvia Sidney and Johnny 
Marvin's air rep holding house up 
better than any in town. If Christ- 
mas breaks jinx, maybe fair $16,- 
500. Last week ‘Limehouse Blues’ 
(Par), light $14,000. 

Fox (Loew) (8,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Music in Air’ (Fox) and vaude. Pic 
roundly panned and no names’ on 
stage. Looks like pretty sad $17,- 
500, unless holiday turns tables. 
Last week ‘Hell in Heavens’ (Fox), 
light $18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Kentucky Kernels’ (Radio). Fair 
$3,500 for four days including week- 
end. Last week ‘Chu, Chin Chow’ 
(GB), took fair $4,500 on five days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘It’s a Gift’ (Par). Fair $4,000 for 
four days. Last week, second, of 
‘College Rhythm’ (Par), slid to light 
$6,500. 

Met (WB) (1,583) (25-40)—Night 
of Love’ (Col). Back downtown 
after playing a week at the Earle, 
four weeks at Met and some nabes. 
Nobody expected much and $1,900 
was satisfactory for four days. Last 
week ‘Menace’ (Par) got fair $3,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Gay Bride’ (MG). Fair $3,000 for 
four days. Last week repeat of 
‘Painted Veil’ after two big weeks 
at Palace took good $4,000. 


Bank Payoff, Auto 
Re-employment Aid 
To All Detroit B.0.’s 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 

In an attempt to overthrow the 
Christmas week bugaboo of bad 
business, Fox and Adams book in 
pictures for four-day engagement, 
changing on Christmas Day for bal- 
ance of week. This might help bus!- 
ness over the hump. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (United-Detroit) (4,100; 
25-35-65)—‘Enter Madame’ (Par) 
and sage show. Should do $18,000, 
fair. Last week ‘It’s a Gift’ (Par) 
and stage presentation, $16,500. 

United Artists (United-Detroit) 
(2,070; 25-35-55)—‘Kid Millions’ 
(UA). Holiday bound to keep the 
gross from being where it should 
with this one, but around $9,500 is 
all right. Last week ‘President 
Vanishes’ (Par), lack of exploitation 
reason for only $6,500. 

Fox (5,100; 25-35-65) — ‘Captain 
Hates the Sea’ (Col). In for only 
four days. ‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) opens 
Christmas day for balance of week. 
Stage show remains whole week. 
Odd arrangement will gather about 
$16,000. Last week ‘Richest Girl’ 
(Radio) and Jack Pepper’s company 
on stage laughed nearly $18,000 into 
the coffers. 

Fisher (United-Detroit) (2,975; 
30-40) —‘Merry Widow’ (MG) and 
‘Gentlemen Are Born’ (FN), dual. 
Program should deliver $4,000. Last 
week ‘Evelyn Prentice’ (MG) and 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ (Par) round- 


(Col) garnered 














ed out $3,500, 





IND’POLIS STYMIED 


Everyone Working 
Upturn at B. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 24. 

Nothing doing at the downtown 
houses, and virtually everyone has 
stuck in weaker pictures until 
Christmas Day, when the big ones 
are to open. Only play the theatres 
are getting is coming from tired 
shoppers who are making business 
boom for the local merchants this 
year. 

The Lyric, which clings to its 
customary Friday opening through 
the holidays owing to its vaudfilm 
bookings, is the only hoyse that is 
holding up well through the pre- 
Christmas lull. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,000; 25- 
40)—‘Bachelor Of Arts’ (Fox). Slow 
at $2,500. ‘Bright Eyes’ opens Tues. 
(25). Last week ‘Music In the Air’ 
(Fox) weak at $3,000. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—‘Flirtation Walk’ (FN). Repeat 
on this one, after it played eight 
days at the Indiana. Biz scant at 
$2,900. Last week ‘West of Pecos’ 
(Radio) and ‘Firebird’ €WB) split 
week at.terrible $2,000. 

Indiana. (Katz-Feld) . (3,100; 25- 
40)—‘One Hour Late’ (Par). Slim 
with only $2,750. Last week ‘Be- 
hold My Wife’ (Par) was also mis- 
erdble at $3,100. 

Lyric (Olson) (25000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Secret Bride’ (WB) and vaude. 
Close to par at $5,500. Last week 
‘Murder In Clouds’ (FN) and. Olsen 
and Johnson unit terrific at $11,500, 


Loew’s Palace (Loéw’s) | (2,800; 
25-40)—‘Babes In :Toyland’ (MG) 
and ‘Band Plays On’ (MG).on a 
dual are garnering. a fait $3,500. 
Last week ‘Gay Bride” (MG) bad 
at $2,900. 


Best Pre-Xmas Wk 
For Balto in Yrs.; 
Monday Openings 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 

With one exception all the houses 
have special holiday attractions 
starting today (Monday), or poised 
to spring tomorrow (Christmas). 
Lone spot that has adhered to its 
regular Friday opening is the vaud- 
film Hipp, with ‘Grand Old Girl’ on 
screen and vaude, Stage array went 
nameless first four days, winding up 
tonight, but tomorrow special new 
vaude bill comes in armored with 
names galore: Block and Sully, 
Mary McCormic, George Givot and 
others. House had the expected 
sluggish start during these pre- 
Christmas days and doubtful that 
the pressure applied by new stage 
show inserted for last half session 
will thrust gross over the $14,500 
mark. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55-66)—‘Barnum’ (UA) and 
five acts. Opens today (Monday). 
Special Fri-Sat-Sun stage show 
aligned with ‘Band Plays On’ (MG) 
did under small $7,000 over week- 
end to clear deck for the holiday 
thrust. Last week ‘Gay Bride’ (MG) 
and ‘Okay, Baltimore’, local talent 
show, bettered a socko $21,000. If 
the three-day five-act bill which 
played over week-end had not been 
inked in in advance, house would 
have held over ‘Bride’ and local 
troupers, 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Grand Old Girl’ 
(Col). : nd-acts. Lumbering start, 
but sh. uld become sprightly tomor- 
row (Christmas) when name stage- 
show comes in. Fair $14,500 in 
prospect for the week. Last week 
‘White Lies’ (Col) and Wirth’s cir- 
cus sagged near end, but oke at 
$11,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Toyland’ (MG). Pic 
purchased from lLoew’s Century, 
which had product piled up and fig- 
ured ‘Babes’ would be good for holi- 
days spotting only. The flick, first 
Metro piece to play away its first 
run at other house than Century in 
years, is proving winner. Late Sat- 
urday was decided by mgmt. to 
hold pic till Thursday (27) when 





fer Holiday 
3.’ 











‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) will open; 
that will make it an eight-day gal-| 
lop for ‘Babes’, and the outlook is 
for a very sugary $8,000. Last week 
‘Wake Up and Dream’ (U) jerked} 
in four days, under watery $2,000. | 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- | 
35-40-50)—‘Helldorado’ (Fox) closes | 
tonight (Monday) and the five-day | 
stretch it has been on view don't} 
total up to wan $2,200. Last week | 
‘Bachelor of Arts’ (Fox) was yanked | 
after six days, flaccid $2,700. On} 
tomorrow, Christmas, ‘Bright Eyes’ 
(Fox) will open. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 
‘Behold My Wife’ (Par) ‘ween out 
tonight (Monday) with $5,300, all 
right considering perennially torpid 
week it played. ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
(WB) opens tomorrow, Christmas, 
and house figures it will span nine 
days, getting house back to its ac- 
customed Thurs. openings. 





Films’ Good Pre-Holiday Start 
On B'way; ‘Barnum’ and ‘Heart 
Chasing $50,000, Gables’ $32,000 





Christmas, and the Broadway 
houses rejoiceth. From now on 
there should be nothing to worry 
about, until Lent, but pictures. 
Considering that most of this week 
includes the usual pre-Xmas in- 
roads on grosses, business is rather 
favorable on the whole. 

Most of the managers are calling 
it a cockeyed week, business over 
the week-end upsetting the usual 
dope. Business stood up in some 
houses on nights, while it was good 
in others on matinees. Music Hall, 
for instance, had a big Saturday 
mat but a brutal evening that day. 
Christmas eve possibilities had the 
theatre men in’a speculative mood 
yesterday afternoon (Monday), with 
business nearly everywhere starting 
out well. 

Outstanders among the new pic- 
tures are ‘Barnum’ (Rivoli), open- 
ing Saturday (22), galloping for 
$50,000 or over, and ‘Here Is My 
Heart’ (Paramount), which is also 
likely to bring that house $50,000 
and a holdover. The Music Hall, with 
‘Bright Eyes,’ looks like it will be 
in the region of $80,000, and no 
holdover as planned. 

The Roxy is laughing at the pre- 
Xmas bugaboo with ‘Green Cables’ 
and on the week may see $32,000. 

Belief in managerial quarters ‘is 
that out-of-towners in New York 
this year, in larger numbers than 
last winter, is causing the highly 
welcome upset in pre-Xmas busi- 
ness 

New Yorker patronage is expect- 
ed to start in a big way on Tuesday 
(25),, with the kids out of school 
until Monday (7). In time for this 
the Capitol brings in ‘Forsaking All 
Others’ on Tuesday after a bad four 
days with ‘Band Plays On.’ 

The Rialto received a new one 
Monday in ‘Murder in the Clouds’ 
after getting out okay at $10,500 on 
a week of ‘Gay Bride.’ House sold 
the picture as ‘The Gay Bride of 
the Rackets.’ 

Astor is paced for a second week 
of $10,000 on ‘Babes in Toyland,’ 
but may be forced to withdraw pic- 
ture if not getting Loew to set 
back neighborhood playdates on it 
scheduled for Friday (28). 

The Strand will remain closed un- 
til Jan. 15 or after while repairs 
from fire are made. ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
(WB) was sold to the Par for week 
of Jan. 4. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55)—‘Babes in 
Toyland’ (M-G) (2nd week). Hold- 
ing up well with second week point- 
ing to $10,000. May go out Tues- 
day after six days, all depending 
on whether Loew will defer its own 
dates in nabes. First week over 


$13,000. ‘Wicked Woman’ (MG) 
next. * 
Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 


‘Band Plays On’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Brought in Friday (21) for 
four days and brutal at under $7,- 
000. Last week, second of ‘Painted 
Veil’ (M-G), also disappointing at 
under $20,000. ‘Forsaking All 
Others’ (M-G) opens Tuesday (25). 

Criterion (875; 25-40-65)—‘Deal- 
ers in Death’ (Topical) (2nd week) 
and ‘Night Alarm’ (Maj) (ist 
week), House went double for sec- 
ond week of ‘Dealers’ and maybe 
$5,000, mild but oke. First week of 
‘Dealers’ alone, $5,500. ‘West of 
Pecos’ (Radio) opens Thursday 
night (27) to be followed by ‘Wan- 
dering Jew’ (Kandel). 

Gaiety (808; 25-55)—‘War Is a 
Racket’ {(Samjax) (38rd week). 
House closed Saturday night (22), 
final three days under $1,000. Sec- 
ond week was $2,500. Theatre re- 
opens Saturday (29) under Erlanger 
operation with pix and vaude. Show 


remains to be set. 
Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Hell 
in Heavens’ (Fox) (2nd _ week). 


Second lap of seven days around 
$6,000, weak. First week was $10,- 


holiday week gauged to hit fanoy 


$50,000. Last week, second for ‘Don 
Juan’ (UA), pretty bad, under 
$12,000. 


Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55)—‘Anne of 
Green Gables’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Sprightily with $32,000 and 
holding over. ‘Wednesday’s Child’ 
(Radio) last week fought pre-Xmas 
doldrums nicely, $25,300. ‘It’s a 
Gift’ (Par) has been booked to 
either follow ‘Gables’ or come in 


Jan, 18. 
State (2,300; 35-55-75)—‘College 
Rhythm’ (Par) and vaude. With 


holiday helping should top $20,000. 
Last week ‘Merry Widow’ (M-G), 
$19,000. 


TOYLAND’ FAIR 
$4,000 IN 
MPLS, 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Business continues to remain near 
extinction, but strong hopes are held 
out that it will come to life again 
Christmas afternoon or evening. If 
hopes are realized and the last 
couple days of the week bring any 
sort of a customers’ rush the red 
may be avoided, or at least toned 
down, for some of the houses. 

Probably realizing the inevitable 
early-week famine and unwilling to 
sacrifice strong attractions in the 
face of a situation that means a 
virtually dead four days, the loop 
entertainment emporiums are not 
putting. their best feet forward. 
Orpheum and State forego vaude- 
ville temporarily, leaving the Palace 
with the only stage show. In ‘Babes 
in Toyland’ the Century undoubtedly 
has the best screen bet. ‘Romance 
in Manhattan’ and ‘Behold My Wife.’ 
at the Orpheum and State, don’t 
mean a great deal to the box office. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Publix) (2,200: 25-35- 
40)—‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG). Ideal 
Christmas week attraction. Kiddies 
are coming strong and bringing 
parents. Despite slovenly start, 
should finish with fair $4,000. Last 
week ‘Music in the Air’ (Fox), 
$2,300, bad. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40) — ‘Romance in Manhattan’ 
(Radio). No pulling power to this 
one, Last few days, including 
Christmas, should bring total up to 
fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Captain 
Hates the Sea’ (Col). $3,000, bad. 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Behold My Wife’ (Par). Almost 
nil; replaced Tuesday (25) by ‘Here 
Is My Heart’ (Par) after weak $1,000 
on four days. Last week ‘It’s a 
Gift’ (Par) and stage show, $10,000, 
good, considering season. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-50-75) 
—'‘Little Friend’ (GB). Return visit 
for this one after doing a flop be- 
fore, when bad weather was blamed 
for unsatisfactory box office show- 
ing. Pre-Christmas influence at 
work this time. Rated highly by 
critics, but looks like poor $600. 
Last week third here and fifth in 
loop for ‘One Night of Love’ (Col), 
$700, light. 

Time (Johnson) (250: 20-25-35)— 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col). Good at- 
traction for this house and, with 
last three days’ help, may pull 
$1,000, fair. Last week ‘Jane Eyre’ 
(Monogram), $900, Fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,100: 
‘White Parade’ (Fox). Looks like 
fair $2,000. Last week ‘Merry 
Widow’ (MG), $8,000, zood. 

Palace (Benz) (1,900; 15-20-%5)— 
‘Party Over’ (U) and vaude. Pros- 
pects point to $3,000, good enough, 














25-35)— 








000. ‘I Sell Anything’ (WB) in. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-05)—‘Music 
in Air’ (Fox) and vaude. Lacks 
stamina here and if above poor 
$8,000, a surprise. Last week ‘Bab- 
bitt’?’ (WB) failed to get anywhere, 
$9,000. 

Paramount (2,564; 35-55-75-85)— | 
‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) and Fred | , 
Waring’s band in pit. Off strong | 
and will be at $50,000 or there- | 
abouts, big. Last week, second of | 
‘President Vanishes’ (Par), only | 
$15 » O00, } 

Radio City Music Hall (4.945: | 
10-60-85-99-$1.10) — ‘Bright Eyes’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Pians for 
two weeks off, but made nice try} 
in tough week. Around $80,000, | 
okay but not enough for hold over. 
‘Littie Minster’ (Radio) due | 
Thursday (27). Last week ‘Music 
in the Air’ (Fox) just topped $60,- 
000, very disappointing. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-65)—‘Gay Bride’ 
(M-G). Finished its week at $10,- 
500, fair. ‘Murder in the Clouds’ 
(WB) new attraction. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-75-85-99)— 
‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA) (05st week). | 


Opened Saturday (22) and with 


all things considered. Last week 
‘Human Side’ (U) and vaude, $3,200, 
fair. 


Lyrie (Publix) (1,300: 20-25)— 
‘Home on the Range’ (Par). Patrons 
here go for Westerns in a big way. 
Should reach fair $2,500, Last 
week ‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par), 
52.000, light. 

Grand (Publix) (1.100; 15-25)— 
‘Last Gentleman’ (UA) and ‘Gay 
Divorcee’ (Radio), second runs, split. 
Should hit $1,200, with ‘Divorcee’ 
retting major part of plav. fair. 
|Tast week ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and 
‘Cleopatra’ (Par), second runs, split3 
71 CHE fair 

Ast er (Pu ib] (900; 15-25)— 
‘How g Dog’ CWB), second run; 
‘Judge Pri t’ (Fox), third run, and 
‘Elinor Norton’s (Fox), first run. 
Headed for about $900, fair Last 

iweek ‘Belle of Nineties’ (Par) and 
i‘I Sell Anything@ (WB), third and 
econd runs, and ‘Firebird’ (WB), 


t run, $6090, light. 
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A. All to Merry; 


Broadway Bill 


Hangs Sock for $23,000; “Adeline's 
Sweet Start; Kids Give ‘Babes’ $9,600 


—_——_— -_—_—__ - —— 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Having top attractions, most pic- 
ture houses are enjoying the Yule 
spirit and going to town the cur- 
rent week far as are 
concerned, despite the street car 
strike, which still drags on. 

Paramount with ‘Broadway Bill’ 


so grosses 


is running in the foreground and 
will have a finale for the first 
stanza of this opus around the 
$23,000 mark. Warners and RKO 
opened Saturday (22) with ‘Sweet 


Adeline’ at a smart pace and pic- 
ture will hold through to New 
Year's Eve. 

‘Music in the Air’ at Chinese and 
State off to poor start for five-day 
stay will not count much on take. 

‘Babes in Toyland’ at Four Star 
and United Artists getting good 
take from the kiddies and doing top 
grosses for these houses since their 
reopening. ‘Imitation of Life’ held 
for fourth week at Pantages and 
doing better than regular house av- 


erage trade for single week runs. 
Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30- 

40-65)—‘Music in the Air’ (Fox). 


Off to bad start and bows out its 
five-day run with around $3,700, 
awful. ‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) opens 
(25) and figured for big take. Last 
week ‘The Last Gentleman’ (20th 
Century) was very bad brodie for 
house which went into red with 
$5,400 take. 


Criterion (Partmar) (1,600; 25- 
30-40)—‘Father Brown, Detective’ 
(Par) and stage show. Doing bet- 


ter than average attraction and will 
come through with around $4,000 as 
solo attraction. Last week ‘Ladies 
By Choice’ (Col) and ‘Marines Are 
Coming’ (Mascot) for five-days, an 
even $1,100 which is terrible. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘White Lies’ (Col), ‘The Last 
Wilderness’ (Jerry Fairbanks) split 
and vaudeville. In for five days, 
winding up tonight, will be mild at 
$3,600. ‘Silver Streak’ (Radio) and 
‘Men of the Night’ (Col) with vaude 
open (25). Last week ‘I Am a 
Thief’ (WB). Though off, came in 
bit better than calculated with 
$4,000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-55)— 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG). This is 
a natural for the kids who live in 
the neighborhood and should come 
through with around $4,800 which 
is nice profit. Last week ‘Death 
on the Diamond’ (MG), hit over 
predictions with $2,400. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-40- 
55)—‘Sweet Adeline’ (WB). Opened 
(22) with heavy trade and looks 
as though it will get $10,000, Last 
week ‘Green Gables’ (Radio) wound 
up a nine-day sojourn with $4,500 
which is not in the hit class. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Imitation of Life’ (U) (4th week). 
For final week no complaints com- 
ing with an even $4,000. Last week, 
third stanza proved excellent with 
$4,900. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) and 
stage show. Getting around $10,000 


for first three days; will hit an 
easy $23,000 and stays for second 
week. Last week ‘One Hour Late’ 


(Par) put house into the ‘red’ with 
an $8,400 count up. 


RKO (2,950; 25-35-40)—‘Sweet 
Adeline’ (WB). In for nine days 
and good ‘at indicated $10,000. 
Last week ‘Green Gables’ (Radio) 


lingered here for a nine-day siesta 


which beat Hollywood a bit, but 
sees red at $5,100. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
65)—‘Music in the Air’ (Fox). 


Though Gloria Swanson in cast this 
one for five day stay is no soap and 
tunes off tonight with around $3,800. 


‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) opens (25). 
Last week ‘Last Gentleman’ (20th 
Century) was tough struggle, but 


managed to hit $6,000 which is poor. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
25-30-40-55)—‘Babes in Toyland’ 
(MG). Kiddies are filling up the 
Place a bit this week and this one 
should be best house has had since 
reopening with around $4,800. Last 
week ‘Prentice’ (MG) much better 
than anticipated at $4,500. 





Hansen Leaves Exhib 
Worries Behind Him 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Mark Hansen, pioneer indie exhib 
who has been active in the Los 
Angeles area for 10 years, has dis- 


posed of the last of his theatres 
and is temporarily retiring from 
the exhibition field. 

Marcal theatre was taken over 


Sunday (23) by Galston and Sutton 
who also operate the Dale, Long 
Beach, and the Novelty, L. A,, 
dJowntown grind. 


+ 





‘SWEET ADELINE’ $7,800 


New Haven Biz Spotty in Holiday 
Confusion 








New Haven, Dec. 24. 

It’s a mixed week here, with Roger 
Sherman and Bijou playing full 
week while Paramount and Poli's 
mark time with four-day runs to 
catch ‘em on Xmas day openings. 
‘Sweet Adeline’ opened big de- 
spite general apathy of season and 
‘Toyland’ is drawing the adults as 
well as the kids. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—Father Brown’ (Par) and ‘World 
Accuses’ (Ches). Just a four-day 
fill-in bill and probably fair around 
2.700. Last week ‘One Hour Late’ 
(Par) and stage show. Light last 
half held things to $8,300, but not 
bad. 
Poli’s (Loew) (3,040; 3%-50)— 
‘Helldorado’ (Fox) and ‘Strange 
Wives’ (U). Another split-week bill 
headed for a mild $3,000 on four 
days. Last week ‘Music in Air’ 
(Fox) and ‘White Lies’ (Col) around 
$6,000, very poor. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Sweet Adeline’ (WB) and 
‘Murder in Clouds’ (WB). Divided 
comment on ‘Adeline,’ but nice busi- 
ness, with co-feature helping a lot; 
good $7,800. Last week ‘Babbitt’ 
(WB) and ‘I Am a Thief’ (WB). At 
$4,200, not too bad for this time of 
year. 
Bijou (Loew) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG) and ‘West- 
erner’ (Col). On way to better than 
a nice $4,000. Last week ‘Silver 


Streak’ (Radio) and ‘Bachelor of 
Arts’ (Fox); surprisingly good at 
$3,300. 





BUFF PICS IN 
MAD SCRAMBLE 


Buffalo, Dec. 24. 

Picture business in Buffalo cur- 
rently finds itself in the most jum- 
bled state in many years. Split-up 
of weeks and programs, due partly 
to the desire to get in on Christmas 
Day business, has completely dis- 
rupted local schedules and takings 
have quieted down considerably, al- 
though somewhat better than ex- 
pected. Christmas Day will un- 
doubtedly mark a resumption of 
heavy activity. 

Last week was featured chiefly by 
the second week’s showing of ‘Imi- 
tation of Life’ at the Lafayette, 
which ran ’way ahead of expecta- 
tions. Everything elsewhere was 
quiet, 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-65)— 
‘Music in Air’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Slow sailing for the opening, as ex- 
pected, but will probably break out 
Christmas into holiday returns. 
About a 50-50 break at an estimated 
$13,500. Last week ‘Transatlantic’ 
(UA) and stage show. Just another 
show, with the customers retallat- 
ing, about $12,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25 -40)— 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG) and ‘Stu- 
dent Tour’ (MG). Holiday show with 
special aim at the kids. Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday will probably 
hold takings to about $6,500. Last 
week ‘Don Juan’ (U) and ‘It’s a 
Gift’ (Par) failed to excite. Low at 
$5,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—'‘Little Minister’ (Radio). Christ- 
mas Day opening for this should 
mean substantial takings. Gross 
should better $7,500. Last week 
‘Lovetime’ (Fox) and ‘Housewife’ 
(WB), average dual bill, good for 
$6,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—I Am 





a Thief?’ (WB) and ‘Side Streets’ 
(WB). Still going along with regu- 
lar double feature programs and 
will probably better $5,000. Last 
week ‘Ready for Love’ (Par) and 
‘Wagon Wheels’ (Par), average at 
$5,200. 


Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘Imi- 
tation’ and ‘Kentucky Kernels’ (Ra- 


dio). Holdover of ‘Imitation’ into 
third week drained first-run busi- 
ness. ‘Kernels’ opens Christmas 
Day. Week to Thursday, with 


Christmas Day split, should better 
$6,500. Last week, second of ‘Imi- 
tation,’ was a real surprise. Tak- 
ings held up for over $9,500. 


SCHILDKRAUT FOR ‘CRUSADES’ 
Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
Joseph Shcildkraut arrived here 
today (24). 
He goes into C. B. De Mille’s ‘The 








Crusades.’ 


B’ham Not Hopeful 


Birmingham, Dec. 24. 

Hangover from Christmas is al- 
most certain to kill a big portion of 
the business this week. Alabama is 
trying desparately to stave off the 
after—Christmas depression by run- 
ning in ‘Kid Millions.’ Pantages re- 
opens today (24) with stage shows 
and vaudeville. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 35-40)— 
‘Kid Millions’ (UA). Moderately 
good considering conditions, $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Painted Veil’ (MG) and 
‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) on split 
week; the latter brought in to save 
a disasterous Garbo run $5,700. 
Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)—‘Gay 
Bride’ (MG). With ‘Little Minister’ 
(Radio) moving in Monday, $4,000. 
Last week ‘Kentucky Kernels’ 
(Radio) $3,700, fair. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Babes 
in Toyland’ (MG). At $1,200, light. 
Last week ‘First World War’ (Fox) 
$1,700, stable. 


Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Secret Bride’ (WB). William and 
Stanwyck, $1,900, average. Last 
week ‘Gentlemen Are Born’ (FN) 
$1,700. 

Pantages (Wilby) (2,500; 25-30- 


35)—It’s A Gift’ (Par) and vaude- 
ville. Today marks the opening of 
this house which has been com- 
pletely redecorated and refinished. 
Has been dark half dozen years. 
Good for $4,000. : 


Holdovers, Short Weeks 
Prevail in Seattle; Pay 
Box Heebie-Jeebies 


Seattle, Dec. 24. 

This burg is holding pixes over a 
few days if strong enough or else 
running short weeks, in order to 
bring up to Christmas day change. 
Paramount (Evergreen) alone finds 
Tuesday its reg change date and 
Orpheum (Hamrick) can’t change 
on account of stage bookings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 
25-40)-—‘Anne of Green Gables’ 
(Radio). Dragging on five day week 
for Tuesday change account holi- 
days. Terrible at $1,500. Last 
week, same film got $2,500, not hot 
either. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Outcast Lady’ (MG) and ‘Ser- 
vants Entrance’ (Fox) dual. Six 
day week may grab $3,000. Okay. 
Last week, ‘Have a Heart’ (MG) 
and ‘Last Gentlemen’ (UA) dual, 
$3,300. Fair. 

Fifth Avenue (Eyergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) — ‘Flirtation Walk’ (FN). 
Holding for five day week, looks 
weak. Around $3,200. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (1,900; 25- 
35)—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Col) (8th 
week). ‘Lady by Choice’ (Col) to 
open tomorrow. Bad going on final 
four days of ‘Tonight,’ $1,300. Last 
week, same film, $3,000. 

Music Box (950; 25-40)—‘Imita- 
tion of Life’ (U) held over for four 
day week, with big blasts of bally- 
hoo for ‘Chu Chin Chow’ (GB) to 
open tomorrow. For the four days, 
‘Imitation’ got $1,600, very chilly. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 
25-40)—‘Kid Millions’ (UA). An- 
other four day week, for the same 
reason, will do around $2,000, bad. 
Last week, same film, got big $7,000. 








Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 25- 
35)—‘Silver Streak’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Levey bookings, so must 


stick to reg change date, full week 
looks to reach $6,800, fair. Last 
week, "Murder in the Clouds’ (WB) 
and vaude, slowed to $7,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-35) ‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Bachelor of Art’ (Fox) dual, with 
vaude, also including Levey book- 
ings, as Cushman shows cancelled. 
Expected to get $5,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Flursuit of Happiness’ (Par) 
and ‘Elinor Norton’ (Fox) dual, and 
vaude, worth $5,400, off. 


MONT’L EXPECTS XMAS 
TO UP ALL GROSSES 


Montreal, Dec. 24. 

Week of Christmas should jack 
up grosses which, except for Loew’s, 
have felt the shopping wave pretty 
badly, the Capitol being forced to 
yank ‘Great Expectations’ and sub- 
stitute current week’s pix with an 
extra two day showing. Heavy ad- 
vance bookings for New Year’s Eve 
midnite shows look like nice money. 

Palace is showing ‘Music in the 
Air’ and ‘Hell in the Heavens’ with 
good name casts and should cash 
in for $8,500. Capitol has ‘Babes 
in Toyland’ and ‘Case of the Howl- 
ing Dog’ but ban against children 
in this town’s cinema will cut gross 
that elsewhere at this season would 
have been high. On a nine day 
showing should gross $9,500. Loew’s 
banking on ‘Happiness Ahead’ and 
big vaude prez and may gross $12,- 
000, after a big last week’s gross. 
Princess may get $7,000 on two 
British pix, ‘Little Friend’ and 
‘Camels Are Coming.’ Imperial 
working out a try for better gross 
on ‘Successful Failure’ (Mono) and 
‘When a Man Sees Red’ which may 
take in $3,000. Cinema de Paris 











starts a new pix ‘L’Or’ after three 





= 


Eyes’ and Local Stage Show $15,500, 
Best in Pittsburgh's Tuff Week 





week repeat. Nabes scraping along 
on diminished grosses. * 
Estimates for This Week. 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Music 
in the Air’ (Fox) and ‘Hell in the 
Heavens’ (Fox). Popular’ stars 
should boost this to $8,500. Last 


week ‘Behold My Wife’ (Par) and 
‘It’s a Gift’ (Par), $6,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700;50)—‘Babes in 
Toyland’ (MG) and ‘Howling Dog’ 
(CWB). Running nine days to a 
good start would gross $9,500. Last 
week ‘Great Expectations’ (U) and 
‘Wake Up and Dream’ (U) yanked 
after five days, $4,000, blah. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50)—‘Happi- 
ness Ahead’ (WB) and _  vaude. 
Ought to gross reasonably at $12,000 
with last week’s Cab Calloway prez 
and ‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) paying 
off at $18,000 for one of the best 
week’s of year. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—‘Little 
Friend’ (GB) and ‘Camels Are Com- 
ing’ (Brit). Good house for British 
pix and might gross $7,000. Last 
week ‘Our Daily Bread’ (UA) and 
‘T'll Fix It’ (Col) $5,000, n.s.g. 

Imperial (France-Film) 
30)—‘Successful Failure’ (Mono) 
and ‘When Man Sees Red’ (VU). 
Maybe up to $3,000. Last week 
‘Western Front’ (U), middling at 
2,000. 

Cinema de 





(1,800; 


Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘L’Or.’ Liable to make 
a hit for this house at $2,500. WLast 
week’s third repeat of ‘M’sieu de la 
Sante’ $1,800. 


OMAHA DOES BETTER 
THAN IT EXPECTED 


Omaha, Dec. 24. 

It’s a short week at all Omaha 
picture houses. Brandeis and World 
new bills run only five days, while 
Orph features get only four, all 
moving out for new pictures on 
Christmas day. All openings will 
be on Christmas day and New 
Year’s Eve, and then shift back to 
normal. 

For the short runs nothing strong 
is offered. ‘Babes in Toyland’ at 
the Orpheum probably the leader, 
even though it runs one day less 
than the others. Four days may 
reach $4,000. ‘Marie Galante’ at the 
World opened good and is set for 
$2,700 on the five days. Brandeis 
has a couple of weakies for fea- 
tures in ‘Fugitive Lady’ and 
‘Wednesday’s Child’ but is bolster- 
ing the bill to good effect with a 
Dizzy and Daffy Dean short. 

The slump expected last week 
was far below anticipations. All 
houses report business was prac- 
tically average despite the heaviest 
holiday activity in a couple of years. 
Maybe closing the Par kept busi- 
ness up at other theatres. 

With close of current bill World 
inaugurates a new policy of single 
features. House was first in town 
with double features and for more 
than three years has hardly devi- 
ated from that policy, except on 
specials. Now, with the Par closed, 
plenty of good pictures are left for 
both the World and the Orph and 
plan is to take the best to the World 
at the old Par prices, 25c mats and 
40c nights, and to continue the 
Orph on a strong double-feature 
policy. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG) dualled 
with ‘Home on the Range’ (Par). 
Laurel-Hardy film getting plenty of 
notice by the huge lobby exploita- 
tion of Manager Bill Miskel. Four 
days to around $4,000. Last week 
was good with ‘Hell in Heavens’ 
(Fox) and ‘Caravan’ (Fox) at 
around an average $7,700. 

World (Blank) (2,100; 25-35)— 
‘Marie Galante’ (Fox) and ‘Red- 
head’ (Mono). Opened well on the 
last scheduling of double features 
at this house. Five days about 
$2,700. House opens Christmas day 
with ‘Here Is My Heart’ beginning 
a new policy of single features. Last 








week ‘Howling Dog’ (WB) and 
‘Cheating Cheaters’ (U) good 
enough at $4,000. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,200; 20-25- 
35)—‘Fugitive Lady’ (Col) and 


‘Wednesday's Child’ (Radio). Start- 
ed for average, which is thought 


cheerful considering the season, 
$2,500, five days. Last week ‘Ken- 
tucky Kernels’ (Radio) and ‘Side 


Streets’ (FN) nice at $4,400, better 
than expectations. 


TACOMA IN SEMI-DOZE 
‘Kid Millions’ Promising—Christmas 
Day Openings 








Tacoma, Dec. 24. 
Most shows getting full slap of 
pre-Christmas theatre panic with 
tomorrow opening new bills. How- 
ever, ‘Kid Millions’ (U) starts with 
good campaign and looks to bring 
up the MB week to real figure. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 25-85) 
—‘Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round’ 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 

Usual holiday upswing after fort- 
night of worst business in years is 
looked for this week, although esti- 
mates are quite difficult due to pro- 
miscuous juggling of opening days 
to take advantage of Christmas in- 
augurals. 


Only two houses to get away Fri- 
day as per schedule were Alvin and 
Pitt. Former, with ‘Bright Eyes’ 
and locally-recruited ‘Pittsburgh On 
Parade’ on stage got away to a fly- 
ing start despite shopping crowds 
and on a 10-day run should collect 
sizzling $15,500 for the best takings 
here in some time.. Pitt, too, gives 
every indication of picking up with 


‘Dangerous Corner’ and ‘World’s 
Fair Follies’ and should hit well 
over $6,000, a figure this house 


hasn't seen in a month of Sundays. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000;° 25-40)— 
‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) and ‘Pittsburgh 
On Parade’ on stage. Natural com- 
bination for holiday trade. Looks 
like a pushover for $15,500 on a 
contemplated 10-day run. Last 
week Mills Bros. on stage bolstered 
‘Exciting Adventure’ (U) to give 
house a winning week at $11,000, 
while others were suffering plenty. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40)—‘Toyland’ (MG). Opens to- 
day (24). Last week, ‘Student Tour’ 
(MG) yanked after four days to 
miserable $1,400, with ‘Gambling’ 
(Fox) going in and proving a dis- 
tinct disappointment at $1,550 in 
five days. ‘Chu Chin Chow’ opens 
day before New Year’s and house 
hopes for 10-day stay in order to 
get it back on Thursday opening. 


Penn (Loew’s (UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Barnum’ (UA). Opens today 
(24) behind big campaign. Last 


week ‘Evelyn Prentice’ MG) played 
eight days and got plenty of im- 
petus from two-day stand, at ad- 
vanced prices, of Guy Lombardo and 


his touring stage show. Around 
$17,000, all right. 

Pitt (Shafer) (1,600; 25-35)— 
‘Dangerous Corner’ (RKO) and 


‘World’s Fair Follies.’ Opened fair- 
ly well but expected to boom with 
rest of ’em and a $6,000 take in pros- 
pect. That's best house has done 
in several months. Last week 
‘Lightning Strikes Twice’ (RKO) 
and ‘Schooldays On Parade’ unit 
about $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Don Juan’ (UA). In for four days 
only, and will be lucky to collect 
$3,000, pretty bad. ‘Little Minister’ 
(RKO) opens tomorrow (25). Last 
week ‘Green Gables’ (RKO) pulled 
after five days to poor $4,800. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Babbitt’ (WB) and ‘Home On 
Range’ (Par). Hit hard first few 
days but certain to swing into high 
for finish and a fair enough $5,000. 
Last week ‘Wake Up’ (U) and 
‘Ready for Love’ (Par) in the 
dumps at $3,600. 





(UA) opens tomorrow (25). Last 
week ‘College Rhythm’ (Par) held 
over four days, and terrible at $700, 
But first full week good at $4,000. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15- 
25-35) —‘Murder in the Clouds’ 
(WB) and vaude, three days; ‘Kid 
Millions’ (U), four days, pushing 
total to indicated $4,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Babbitt’ (FN) and vaude 
three days, and ‘Wagon Wheels’ 
(Par) and ‘By Your Leave’ (Radio), 
split, gathered $4,500, substantial. 
Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)~— 
‘Charley Chan in London’ (Fox) ana 


TH Fix It’ (Col) dual, split with 
Student Tour’ (MG) and ‘Among 
the Missing’ (Col) dual. May rate 


2,500. slow. Last week ‘Have a 
Heart’ (MG) and ‘Whom Gods De- 
Stroy’ (Col) dual, split with ‘Babes 
in Toyland’ (MG) and ‘That's Grati- 
tude’ (Col) dual, slow at $2,900, 


————— 


BROOKLYN N. S. G. 


‘Broadway Bill’ at Fox Is Stepping 
Home, $20,000 


City of Churches is full of Christ- 
mas trees, mistletoes, good cheer, 
good films but no business, except 
at the Fox, which is doing big, and 
Strand on above average takings. 
Translux won a victory in the 
courts here the other day, when it 
was decided that the newsreel house 
could construct a theatre adjacent 
to Erasmus Hall High School, 
School offictals objected to the housé 
on grounds it would influence kids 
to play hookey. License Commis- 
sioner Moss may appeal case. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65)— 

‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par). Came 8 








yesterday and looks no more tha 

$10,000. Last week ‘Limehouse Blues 
(Par) in for five days, produced 
about $10,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-85-50)—'Broadway 
Bill’ (Col) and etage show. Wi 
bring about $20,000, big. Last wee 
‘Gay Bride’ (MG) $15,000. 

Metropolitan (3,000; 36 35-e 
‘Kid Millions’ (UA) and vaude. 6 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Modernization of Turkey a Break 


For Yanks; Fezzes Out and Jazz In 





—— ¥. 


Paris, Dec. 8. 

Harry Leasim, Radio Pictures’ 
local chief, who recently had a 
flock of southern, central and east- 
ern European countries added to 
his territory because he can sell in 
all sorts of funny languages, just 
returned from a survey and con- 
tract-signing trip to Roumania, 
Greece, Turkey and Bulgaria. 

Besides finding Virginia tobacco 
expensive and cockroaches nu- 
merous, Leasim checked recent 
grosses on all sorts of films in those 
countries. 

In Turkey, however, business is 
rotten. Film business was overex- 
panded there, and there are too 
many theatres, Leasim says. But— 

‘To make the country modernize 
itself more quickly,’ Leasim said, 
‘Mustapha Kemal has forbidden the 
playing and singing of Turkish 
music, which fs a good break for 
Americans, Jazz is all over the 
place.’ . 

In Roumania and Greece business 
is not too bad, Leasim found. After 
having signed up with Arta Films 
to distribute Radio product in the 
former country, he made a deal with 
Cine Alliance Hellenique for Greece. 
Both countries are getting through 
the depression because they are 
largely agricultural and have no big 
factories to shut down. Greece, 
moreover, is exporting plenty of to- 
bacco, and Roumania is selling oil. 

In both Roumania and Greece 
Leasim found that the revue type 
of pictures is no good. They want 
drama and comedy—mostly drama. 
Despite the general thumbs down on 
music, however, the Austrian-made 
‘Unfinished Symphony’ set- an all 
time high in Greece—because it has 
a real story behind the music. 

In most of these countries a film 
must be dubbed in French to get 
by. English versions, too, can go 
in Roumania, and German is ac- 
ceptable {in Greece. Bulgaria wants 
nothing but German dubbed ver- 
sions. For Turkey, French dubbing 
is essential. 

In Greece the French picture 
Maitre des Forges’, a Gaby Morlay 
version of an old French play, was 
the biggest recent drawing card. 
German musicals are good there, 
too. 

The language mixup in _ these 
countries leads to funny complica- 
tions. ‘King Kong’, which has been 
Radio's biggest European success, 
was distributed in Turkey in three 
forms: in English with Turkish ti- 
tles, in French with Turkish titles, 
and in English with French titles. 


LIBERTY OUTBIDS 6-T 
FOR ‘LOVE’ IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, Nov. 29. 

‘One Night of Love’ (Col) was 
sold by John McCurdy to the Mar- 
tin Liberty group after General 
Theatres refused to go any higher 
on bids, 

Pic is due to open Dec. 26 at $1.50 
top. Said that deal calls for 12 
weeks’ guaranteed run at highest 
price on a single pic here yet. Re- 
Ported that Martin plans to spend 
plenty on advertising and is out to 
@qual the six-month run of ‘Vien- 
nese Nights.’ 

G. T. will continue to book the 
Col product as before. 

Columbla product will be handled 
here for another year by Greater 
Australian Films under direction of 
J. J. Jones. Col will then probably 
finalize maiters in connection with 
running its own distribution unit. 


SYDNEY CARNIVAL WK. 
HELPS PICS AT B. 0. 


Sydney, Nov. 28. 

Business remains on the slow side 
despite high b.o. attractions. Car- 
Rival week in Sydney just now and 
trade is expected to pick up. 

Entertainment lineup includes 
Blossom Time’ (B.LP), ‘Change of 
Heart’ (Fox), ‘Little Miss Marker’ 
(Par), ‘House of Rothschild’ (UA), 
‘Such Women Are Dangerous’ 
Fox), ‘Thin Man’ (Metro), ‘Have a 

eart’ (Metro), ‘We're Not Dressing’ 
(Par), ‘Splendid Fellows,’ ‘One More 
River’ (U), ‘Romance in Rain’ (U), 
‘Strike Me Lucky’ (BLP.), ‘She 
Loves Me Not’ (Par), ‘Little Man, 














What Now’ (U), ‘Desert Song’ (WB) | 


and ‘Elmer and Etste’ (Par}, 





‘DICTATOR’ READY 


Simultaneous Premicres 
Copenhagen and Vienna 





London, Dec. 15. 


‘The Dictator,’ has passed its cutting 


in Paris, | 


Ask Bids on I. W. 
Schlesinger Chain 


London, Dec. 15, 

Receiver for the 7% debenture 
holders of United Picture Theatres, 
Ltd., is advertising in the local trade 
papers here asking for bids for 10 
picture houses and 60,000 ordinary 
shares of British Amalgamated The- 
atres, Ltd. 

U. P. T. is the corporation or- 
; ganized by I. W. Schlesinger to con- 
duct theatres in England. 





Toeplitz Productions’ first effort, MiG DENIES ANY 
room stage, and will have a simul- 


taneous premiere in Paris, Copen- 
hagen and. Vienna around the middle 
of January, with the English pre- 
miere 10 days later. 

Picture will have its first 
End prerelease at the Tivoli, 


West 





G-T, G-B ALLY, 


SHOWS LOSS 
ON YEAR 


London, Dec. 15. 


Annuak report of General Thea- 
tres Corp., Ltd., one of the biggest 
subsidiaries of Gaumont-British, 
reveals a net profit of close to 
$1,000,000. 

Company owns nine theatres in 
London, §0 houses in the provinces, 
and the Alhambra, Paris, besides 
numerous dance halls, some of 
these adjoining the theatres. About 
12 of these are devoted to vaude- 
ville. 

Year’s profit shows a decrease of 
around $260,000 from last year. 

Report claims loss of earnings 
due to increasing competition, 
caused by over-building and the 
additional theatre tax imposed by 
the government. 

Financial position of the company 
is not strong enough to allow for 
the rebuilding of some of its prop- 
erties on up-to-date lines, and as 
a result the theatres have suffered 
by comparison. After various de- 
ductions, including. interest on the 
debenture stock and income tax, 
there is a clear surplus of just over 
$30,000, meaning there is not 
enough to meet the debenture stock 
interest for the year ending 
March 81. 

An interesting fact revealed is 
that despite booking arrangement 
for films with Gaumont-British, as 
one of itg subsidiaries, the cost of 
cinema programs has increased due 
to competition. On the other hand, 
the cost of vaudeville programs is 
slightly lower, due to the arrange- 
ment made some time ago between 
General Theatres and Moss Em- 
pires. 

Directors have decided the only 
way to put General Theatres Corp. 
on a paying basis is to reduce its 
capital, and a scheme is on foot 
for the writing down of the com- 
pany’s capital by about 50%. 

George Black, who is one of the 
directors to retire by rotation, 
offers himself for re-election. 








ARTHUR LOEW BACK 


Hop— 





Film Execs on 
Due to Start Again 


Foreign 





Arthur Loew, Metro’s foreign de- 
partment chief, got back to New 
York yesterday (Monday) after a 
six months’ trip around the world, 
which included a complete survey 
of South America and a look-see 
of the European situation. With 
him for home office o.o.’s are Arthur 
Field, head of the Metro French 
office and Martin Sobleman, one of 
the Field aides. 

Phil Reisman, head of Radio’s 
foreign biz, returned to New York 
Saturday (22) after a quick three- 
week hop to Europe to set new men 
in London and incorporate a new 
company, Radio Pictures, Ltd., to 
handle the company’s European af- 
fairs. 

Arthur Kelly, head of the United 
Artists’ Foreign department, and 
Arthur Loew’s rival in picture bust!- 
ness for globe-girdling honors, beat 
Loew back to New York by about 
a week, although he was out in the 
Far East this time and gone three 
months longer than Loew on his 
trip. 

It’s the first time in a very long 
time, that all the film company 
foreign managers are in New York 
at the same time, although the ex- 
odus will start again soon, prob- 
ably led by John W. Hicks, Jr., 
Paramount foreign shief, 


INTEREST IN 
PATHE-NATAN 


Paris, Dec. 24 

Deputy Petsch at a session of the 
Finance Committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce Wednesday (19) de- 
manded an ‘investigation into 
rumors about an approaching 
liquidation of Pathe-Natan and 
purchase of the Gaumont theatres 
in France by a group, which in- 
cludes Metro.’ 

Since the crash of the Andre 
Citroen firm, manufacturers of local 
low-priced automobiles, Parlia- 
mentary circles have been busy 
with chatter about the ‘Pathe 
affair,’ with this open explosion the 
outcome. 








Metro in New York declares it 
has no interest in the Gaumont 
theatre or any other theatre chain 
in France. 


Fight on French 
NRA for Pictures 
Starts in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 15, 
Charles Delac, president of the 
Chambre Syndicale, is reported 
taking a new crack at imported 


films in a confidential report sub- 
mitted to the interministerial com- 
mittee working out a French film 
NRA. 

Flat tariff of $3,000 to $4,000 a 
film on all features imported, 
whether dubbed or not, with pro- 
portional duty on shorts, is said to 
be the main feature of his report. 

This means that just as the fight 
to extend the old quota has been 
won a new battle must be waged 








against the Chambre Syndicale 
idea, 

Raymond _ Lussiez, exhibitors’ 
leader, and Henri Clerc, chief of 


independent producers and distribs, 
have already filed their reports with 
the committee. They are liberal as 
to imports. In addition to picture 
import provisions, the Delac report 
is supposed to contain ideas which 
would upset the raw film manufac- 
ture and import situation in France. 

Distributors interested in fighting 
booking combines and unifying dis- 
trib trade organizations are meet- 
ing next week, and definite action 
is expected. 


WARNER’S ‘HEROES’ T00 
REALISTIC FOR PARIS 


Paris, Dee. 15. 

French censors refused to permit 
showing here of ‘Heroes for Sale’ 
(WB). 

Objection is based on riot scenes 
in picture, which are alleged to 
remind the French of those which 
took place here last February, and 
therefore might stir up trouble if 
shown. Ministry of Interior said 
to be the department which is do- 
ing the objecting. 

Film was first 








shown to censors 


last June and then turned down, 
but Warners hoped to get it 
through, without cuts, on present- 


ing it again. Nothing doing. 

Riot scenes are tough to cut, be- 
cause essential to action. Warners 
will try to slice them a little, how- 
ever, enough to overcome objections, 
and will show the film to censors 
again next week, with fingers 
crossed, 





Australian Quota Law Almost Ready; 
Boom in Productions Seen Likely 





U. S. Ambassador Attends 
Opening of French Pic 


Paris, Dec. 15. 
Ambassador Jesse Isidor Straus 
and Mrs. Straus were among the 
notables who gave swank to open- 
|ing of a French film, ‘Maria Chapde- 
|laine,’ at Cinema Agriculteurs yes- 
terday (14). Fancy first showings, 
as originated by American com- 
panies here, are thus revived, but 
now the French instead of the 
Yanks are throwing the parties. 
Mrs. Albert Lebrun, wife of Presi- 
dent, and her daughters; Premier 
Flandin and his daughter, a flock of 
ambassadors, politicians and func- 
tionaries also attended. 





READY U.S. 
PUSH 


Paris, Dec. 15. 

Stirred by departure of Robert 
Hurel to get Pathe-Natan’s New 
York office started, independent 
group of French distributors who 
deal through John S. Tapernoux in 
New York are busy with plans to 
send films to America. This is the 
crowd that has hookups with the 
French Line and Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

Deal is pending between Taper- 
noux and Universal’s French branch 
for American release of ‘La Ma- 
ternelle,’ French picture which was 
one of the heaviest grossers here a 
couple of years ago and which Uni- 
versal owns, Plan is to show it in 
the original with English titles. 

Representatives of the French 
Line, Harvard Committee and 
others previewed ‘Itto,’ French film 
on Moroceo colonization, which 
Marcel Sprecher expects to bring to 





steamship gala. Picture is supposed 
to combine propaganda with enter- 
tainment,. 


FRENCH FILM 
STUDIOS BUSY 


Paris, Dee, 15. 

Reasonable amount of activity in 
studios around Paris. 

At Pathe-Natan Joinville studios 
Pierre Colombier (Florence Wal- 
ton’s husband) is megging ‘Ecole 
des Cocottes’ (‘School for Fast 
Women’), with Raimu and Renee 
Saint-Cyr in principal parts. Ana- 
tole Litwak’s company is back from 
location, where it was making ex- 
teriors for ‘L’equipage.’ A troupe is 
being prepared for an as yet un- 
titled film to be made by Karl An- 
ton and distributed by David Sou- 
hami’s concern, Gallic Films. ‘Prince 
Jean’ is in the cutting room. 

At the Paramount Joinville 
studios Fred Bacos is making ‘Le 
Vertige’ for Fox, based on a Charles 
Mere play, adapted, as usual, by Dr. 
Paul Schiller. Alice Field, Paul Ber- 
lnard and Jean Toulout ere in the 
least. Christian Jacque has started 
ito shoot ‘Compartiment des Dames 











Seules’ (‘Ladies Only’), with Ar- 
mand Bernard in comic lead. Sev- 
eral retakes for sound version of 
Abel Gance’s old one, ‘Napoleon,’ 


were shot last week. 

At the Eclair studios, in Epinay, 
sound is being recorded for ‘Last 
Adventure,’ Helgat Film production, 
with music by Jean Wiener. ‘Un 
Petit Trou Pas Cher’ (‘Cheap 
Place’) is,in the cutting room, as is 
a military musiker megged by Mau- 
rice Cammage. 

On the Tobis lot ‘Deux Contre Un’ 
(‘Two Against One’), with Paula Il- 


lery, ts being made. This is a 
quickie for first parts of dual pro- 
grams. Work is being started on 


dubbing of ‘Little Women’ (Radio). 
which Toblis will release in French. 

At Billancourt Studios Forrester- 
Parant is still working on French 


newspaperman’s association’s pic- 
ture, “Thousand Franc Note,’ and 
Warwick Films’ ‘Last Waltz’ is in 





the eutting room. 


FRENCH INDIES 


—--——-—$ 





New York in January to show at a: 








By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Nov. 28 
Action is promised this week by 
the government on the quota ques- 
tion. 


Believed that the figures will be: 
Distributors, first year, 5%; second 
year, 7%%%; third year, 10%; fourth 
year, 12%; fifth year, 15%. Exhib- 


itors, 4, 6, 744, 10, 12144 %. 
This is exactly as laid down by 


F. W. Marks at the long-passed film 
inquiry. The Marks inquiry took 
place so long ago that the industry 


has almost forgotten the whole af- 
fair. 


The government promised action 


‘almost at once, and producers set 


about to make plans for bigger and 


better local pics in opposition to 
America and England. But timo 
went on and on, and the govern- 


ment just deeply slumbered on the 
whole film thing. 

Now, after months of inactivity, 
the news is given out that the gov- 
ernment will definitely introduce a 
quota for exhibitors and distrib- 
utors as set out by Marks. 

Thring’s Move 

F. W. Thring, operating Efftee in 
Melbourne, threatened to move to 
N. S. Wales unless the Victorian 
government aided with a quota. 
Looks now as if Thring will move 
here because his main studio has 
bee1 elosed for some time. Anyway, 
Thring got so tired of waiting he 
moved out of pics and into legit. 

With the quota in force, quite a 
bunch of producing units will come 
into the field with stock to offer to 
the public. Several, with plans set, 
have fallen by the wayside because 
public refused to nibble until quota 
protection became assured. Looks 
now as though the local brokers 
will be kept busy lining up the-coin 
for units to get under way. 

It is understood the government 
will protect the public from shyster 
units and go-getters trying to break 
into the industry. The Chief Sec- 
retary will be given the right to re- 
ject for quota purposes any pic con- 
sidered unsuitable in entertainment 
value and below the average stand- 
ard, 

Exhibitors will be given the right, 
despite contracts, to reject any for- 
eign pics necessary to enable them 
to comply with quota regulations, 
An advisory committee, comprising 
representatives of distribs, pro- 
ducers and exhibs will be formed to 
assist the Chief Secretary in ade« 
ministering legislation. 

Local Opinion 

Opinions are divided here on the 
quota angle. Many favor quota for 
exhibs, but are entirely against 
quota for distribs. Assumed that an 
unfair distrib quota may cause une 


(Continued on page 52) 


Italian Imports 
Increase Despite 
Higher Tax Fees 


Rome, Dec. 13. 
Instead of the importation of for- 








|eign films decreasing since a tax of 


$2,150 each has been put on them, 
they are arriving in greater num- 
bers. During the 1932-33 season 
about 200 foreign films were import- 
ed and the number increased to 
about 250 in 1933-34. 

Some explain this by the fucrease 
in first-run cinemas, while others 
declare it to be due to the poor 
quality of many of the imports, 
making frequent changes necessary. 

Most modest computation for the 
1934-35 season is 350 new films, and 
as the maximum number that can 
be placed on the market here is 300, 
of which 35 are Italian, the surplus 
85 foreign films will have to take 
their first run in second run houses, 

New renting companies are con- 
tinually being formed here so that 
competition grows keener and thee 
atre owners have a big stock to 
choose from; but as there is @ 
dearth of really good films, the pub- 
lic is not much better off. Average 
yield of a good film here is from 
$21,400 to $25,700, but expenses run 
up to almost that with the result 
that the renter ig often the loser, 
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Anne of Green Gables 


RKO Radio production and release. Fea- 


tures Anne Shirley. Directed by George 
Nicholls, Jr., from L. M. Montgomery's 
book; adapted by Sam Mintz Camera 


Max Steiner. At 


Lucien Andriot; musical, 
Running time, 


Roxy, N. Y., week Dec, 21. 


80 mins 

Anne Shirley. ...«scececseeeres Anne Shirley 
Gilbert Blythe.....cccccceess--t0m Brown 
Matthew Cuthbert... Pr ee Heggie 
Marilla Cuthbert.... ..Helen Westley 






...Sara Haden 


. BAITY. .sseccece @ees 
_ Phillipe WrTTITT Tt to Murray Kinnell 
PERG oosccesncegecesee Gertrude Messinger 
Mrs. Belewett’s Daughter....June_ Preston 
Dr. Tatum. ...ccccececese Charley Grapewin 
Mrs. Blewett.....sscereceess Hilda Vaughn 





‘Anne of the Green Gables’ is the 
answer to a prayer so far as clean 
pix are concerned, It’s wholesome, 
sympathetic, romantic and dra- 
matic, packing many a heart-tug 
and tear-jerk, and bound to prove 
satisfying for all types of audi- 
ences despite the obvious lack of 
marquee strength. 

Anne Shirley, Tom Brown, O. P. 
Heggie and Helen Westley in the 
capitalized billing mean little out- 
side the theatre, but will mean more 
inside. It will do much to establish 
Anne Shirley, who has taken her 
professional nom-de-screen from 
the ‘Anne Shirley’ character in the 
L. M. Montgomery classic. It par- 
allels the professional billing stunt 
done when Tom Brown (‘Tom 
Brown of Culver’) was given his 
marquee handle. 


Orphan Annie’s influence’ on 
Green Gables is relieved by an 
adolescent garrulousness that is 
most natural and captivating. Her 


conversion of the dour sister (Helen 
Westley) is a fine screen portrait, 
while the already basically sympa- 
thetic brother (O. P. Heggie) mel- 
lows into another excellent celluloid 
characterization. 

Tom Brown's adolescent beau 
likewise develops into a manly and 
matured swain as Anne outgrows 
her pigtails and into young woman- 
hood. 

Homespun setting is almost idyl- 
lic in a natural, bucolic Prince Ed- 
ward Island (Canada) locale which 
cinematographer Lucien Andriot has 
deftly caught in a sequence of 
fetching landscapes, soft shadows 
and the like. 

All of the support is of like his- 
trionic par, notably Sara Haden and 
Gertrude Messinger. Abel. 


The Mighty Barnum 


Twentieth Century 
United Artists release. Stars Wallace 
Beery and Adolphe Menjou. Directed by 
Walter Lang. Story by Gene Fowler and 
Bess Meredyth. Associate producers, 
William Goetz and Raymond Griffith. At 
Rivoli, N. Y., for run Dec, 22. Running 
time, 87 mins. 

Phineas T. Barnum......- Wallace Beery 
Mr. B. Walsh..«........-Adolphe Menjou 
Jenny Lind.....-eesee++-Virginia Bruce 





production and 


BIR cc cccdecccce eseeoee-ROChelle Hudson 
Nancy Barnum.,..........-Janet Beecher 
WOGE. ccccccces eecsoeseetTammany Young 
Joice Heath..... eeseceeeLucille La Verne 


Gen. Tom Thumb........George Brasno 
Lavinia Thumb.. Olive Brasno 


Se eesseecessRichard Brasno 
Bearded Lady....cececesesess-May Boley 
Ss" Be WRIB. cc0e ccecceccces.cOun Hyams 





P. T. Barnum’s life, the things he 
did and the things that were done 
to him up to the time of the in- 
spiration for the circus that was to 
become Barnum & Bailey, proves 
engrossing if not sensational screen 
entertainment as here produced. It 
possesses all the elements, except 
an occasional lack of speed, to in- 
6ure returns of average to good. 

Opening on scenes of the present- 
day Barnum & Bailey show, a great 

lug for that circus, the story turns 

ack 100 years to the time when 

Barnum was operating a general 
store in New York. He had a pen- 
chant for collecting freaks, some- 
thing which at an early stage 
caused difficulties with his New 
England farm wife, who, however, 
put up with it in the face of 
Barnum’s disarming simplicity and 
clumsy gentleness. This and other 
earlier sequences are very meaty 
and compact, whereas in the second 
half the action slows a bit here and 
there in telling portions of the 
story that could have been glossed 
over with less detail. Picture runs 
87 minutes, leaving plenty of room 
for further cutting. 

The Jenny wind sequences are in- 
clined to slow matters. Two s0- 
prano solos are included where one 
might have been enough. Virginia 
Bruce, as Jenny Lind, in sing- 
ing appears to have the benefit of 
a dubbed-in voice. 

Beery’s performance is the heart 
of the picture. At once he is a 
quaint and mischievous but lovable 
character bent on making money 
out of his freaks. Despite the 
danger of a split with his con- 
servatively-reared wife, Barnum 
signs up Joice Heth, supposed 
nursemaid to George Washington, 
who's later exposed as a fake. Then 
Zorro, the bearded lady, who 
him when it is 
charged she, too, is a phoney. 
These setbacks fail to deter the 
neophyte showman and he tries 
again, this time becoming so suc- 
cessful with Tom Thumb and his 
little midget wife (a cute, little 
trick) that he brings Jenny Lind 
over. His romance with the singer 
causes P. T. to neglect his museum 
of freaks as well as his wife, losing 
both plus the continued engagement 
over here of Miss Lind. This puts 
him back to where he began. 

A fantastic twist is the manner in 
which the freaks of his museum 
bring him back to that enterprise. 


lit is not explained where the money 


comes from to reopen the place and 
stock it with animals and the like. 

The final sequence has enemies 
setting fire to the museum, Barnum 
losing all again, although he’s 
happier in that Lis wife has re- 
turned to him and an old friend, 
Bailey Walsh, who is to rise to 
fame with him in circusdom, has 
also come back. Walsh has brought 
back from England the Jumbo 
which Lind had purchased for him 
as a token of her forgiveness for 
the awful mess Barnum had made 


of a dinner in her honor. With 
Jumbo, and the team of Barnum 
and Walsh (changed to Bailey, 


Walsh's first name) parading down 
the street, Barnum hits upon the 
idea of playing under tent and 
traveling from city to city, remark- 
ing it will be called ‘Barnum & 
Bailey, the Greatest Show on Earth’ 
and that some day people may re- 
member us. On this the picture 
fades for a finish to a banner of 
the present-day circus of that name, 
together with that appellation. 
Adolphe Menjou, playing the re- 
formed druuk who is to become 
Bailey, is capital in his assignment, 
with Rochelle Hudson for charming 
love interest. As Beery’s wife, Janet 
Beecher gives a commendable per- 
formance. There are many other 
lesser types in the cast which go 
to make up a picturesque back- 
ground for the exploits and inci- 
dents that were a part of the life 
of the great showman. Char. 


HERE IS MY HEART 


(WITH SONGS) 

Paramount production and release, di- 
rected by Frank Tuttle. Bing Crosby and 
Kitty Carlisle featured. Adapted by Edwin 
Justus Mayer and Harlan Thompson, from 
Alfred Savoir’s ‘Grand Duchess and the 
Waiter.’ Songs by Ralph Rainger, Leo 
Robin, Lewis Gensler. Karl Struss, photog. 
At Paramount, N. Y., week Dec. 21. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins. 
J. Paul Jones...... eoeesecce’s Bing Crosby 
Princess Alexandra..........Kitty Carlisle 
Prince Nickolas..... eeeeesss- Roland Young 
Countess Rostova.....+e..Alison Skipworth 
Prince Vliadimir............Reginald Owen 
James Smith......eeeee0++William Frawley 
Suzette .... .-Cecelia Parker 





COUMEED. 065266 eecveceseseess Marian Mansfield 
Higgins ..... seeveseseses-Charles E. Arnt 
Hotel Manager....seeeees---Akim Tamiroff 
.,  . aaa eee «eee. Arthur Housman 





A setup for the Crosby fans and 
an excellent cxample of musical 
comedy picture making. ‘Here Is 
My Heart’ should have an easy time 
of it most anywhere. Crosby is in 
fine voice, the songs he was handed 
are honies, and the story serves 
nicely as something to hang the 
singing and the songs on. 

It’s a wise scenario that knows its 
own father, but if this one recog- 
nizes papa, Sherlock Holmes might 
just as well go back to pounding 
the beat. Alfred Savoir’s ‘Grand 
Duchess and the Waiter’ lies some- 
where between the title sheet and 
the final fadeout. And though it 
seems they adapted it by running 
it through an electric fan, they’ve 
managed to save enough pieces to 
make a highly entertaining picture. 

The duchess is now a princess, 
which is close enough, and the 
waiter is now a singing waiter, 
which isn’t even close, but okay 
while Bing Crosby does the singing. 
Kitty Carlisle being the princess, 
nee duchess, eliminates the possi- 
bility of any complaints over that 
switch. 

Either through fault of the script 
or due to heavy cutting, the start 
of the picture is rather hazy. But 
in 10 minutes or so the troupe is 
into the meat of the story and from 
then on it holds. It’s nonsensical 
all the way, but pleasant nonsense, 
and the writing in the last half of 
the picture is splendid. 

To make the character fit the 
man, the waiter is now an American 
radio crooner. He has plenty of 
money, so he must be taking for 
plugs without telling. When the 
object of his affections on a Riviera 
jaunt becomes the princess, he fol- 
lows Savoir’s original instructions 
and dons the regalia of a waiter. 
The waiter-princess romance, ever 
an amusing situation, remains so 
under Frank Tuttle’s direction, and 
as rewritten for this version by Ed- 
win Justus Mayer and Harlan 
Thompson. 

While the romance is in the oven 
with Crosby’s singing to heat it up, 
several fat comedy parts are in- 
dulged in by such graduate laugh 
grabbers as Roland Young, Bill 
Frawley, Alison Skipworth, Arthur 
Housman, and Reginald Owen. An- 
other principal is Marian Mansfield, 
playing a vague voyager on the 
crooner’s yacht. Somewhat confus- 
ing that her presence is never ex- 
plained, although it probably won't 
make much difference. 

Rainger-Robin-Gensler threesome 
turned in a _ singable score for 
Crosby’s use. ‘June ih January,’ 
‘Love Is Just Around the Corner,’ 
and ‘With Every Breath I Take,’ 
are selling tunes already, particu- 
larly ‘January.’ 

Crosby gets a music cue every 
few feet, and always answers, but 
never tires. He can make a songa- 
log into a feature picture because 
he gives the vocalizing something 
more than just a voice. To change 
the pace the director has him sing- 
ing while doing everything but 
hanging from a chandelier. One 
well planned departure has Crosby 
in a duet with himself with a 
phonograph for a teammate, 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Anne of the Green Gables’ 
(Radio). Orphan Annie classic 
certain to please all and estab- 
lish Anne Shirley for future 
marquee value. 

‘The Mighty Barnum (UA). 
Good entertainment, though 
slow in spots. Wallace Beery 
tops fine cast. 

‘Here rs My Heart’ (Par). 
Comedy with songs featuring 


Bing Crosby and Kitty Car- 
lisle. First rate entertain- 
ment. 


‘Ticket to Crime’ (Beacon). 
Weak mixture of comedy with 
murder mystery. Dull enter- 
tainment. 

‘The Band Plays On’ (MGM). 
Football picture, slow, long and 
weak on cast names. 

‘Bachelor Bait’ (Radio). A 
comedy that misses fire, but 
performance of Stuart Erwin 
should tickle the matrons. 

‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox). Shirley 
Temple in a well-made com- 
edy of general appeal. 


TICKET TO CRIME 


Produced by Max Alexander and reiecased 
by Beacon. Directed by Lewis D. Collins. 
Adaptation by Jack Neville, from original 
story of Carroll John Daly; dialog, Charles 
A. Logue, camera, Gilbert Warrenton. At | 















Times, N. Y., Dec. 19. In three days as 
half double bill, Running time, 66 mins, 

Clay Holt..cccccccececscccece Ralph Graves 
Myre. Purdy... .cecseccecccecce ..-Lois Wilson 
Peggy Cummings........++. eeeeeLola Lane 
Detective Lieut. McGinnis.....James Burke 
Courtney Mallory...... ..Charles Ray 
Mr. Purdy. ccvevece ee «Edward Earle 
Jerry Papolas...ssccccsseeseessHy Hoover 
Mr. Davidson....... eeccece eeeeeJOHn Eliott 





‘Ticket to Crime’ sets out to 
merge a Sergt. Quirt-Capt. Flagg 
cross fire with a comedy-mystery. 
Attempt at whodunit angle will 


flabbergast the lowlest of intelli- 
gence quotients and the comedy 
runs so thin it becomes painful. 
The Quirt-Flagg routine rarely gets 
beyond ‘Izat So?’ and ‘Sez You.’ 
It’s all just a picture. 

Comedy byplay simmers around 
Ralph Graves, ex-city dick who has 
gone into the sleuthing business as 
a private enterprise, and James 
Burke, who draws his envelope from 
the local police. In all their en- 
counters, verbal or professional, 
Graves shows up his former con- 
frere, the stock dumb cop. In the 
pother that is supposed to pass for 
mystery and crime detection they 
pair off nicely, but the material al- 
lows for little. 

Among the items included in the 
plot is a murder, a string of pearls 
and $50,000. Both the buildup and 
the unraveling take so many cir- 
cuitous routes there isn’t a pretense 
of suspense in the narrative. For 
love interest Graves and Lola Lane, 
cast as the former’s adoring stenog, 
who by the elimination of tortoise- 
shell glasses and a change of tog- 
gery transforms from an_e ugly 
duckling to a beauty, spar valiantly 
with the sappy dialog. 

Lois Wilson and Charles Ray also 
are in, but like the others give 
facial evidence of wondering what 
it’s all about. Odec. 


THE BAND PLAYS ON 


M-G-M production and release. Features 
Robert Young, Stuart Erwin, Leo Carrillo, 
Betty Furness, Ted Healy, Prestun Foster 
and Russell Hardie. Directed by Ruséell 
Mack, Based on story, ‘Backfield,’ by 
Byron Morgan and J. Robert Bren, and 
upon story, “The Gravy Game,’ by Harry 
Stuhldreher and W. Thornton Martin. 
Adaptation by Bernard Schubert, Ralph 
Spence and Harvey Gates, Photography 
by Leonard Smith. Film editor, William 
At Capitol, N. Y., for four 


Levanway. 
Dec, 21. Running 


days starting Friday, 
time, 87 min. 

POMS s ccccces cicacesesecedesss ees eae 
StuMy. cccccccccccccccccoccccosetuart Erwin 
ANZEC]0. cccccccescccccccccccece 10 Carrillo 
MESES. ccccccccesecosoocencccceety Furness 
JOC. ccccccccccesecseceesseseseses Ted Healy 
HOWGY .cccccccccccccccccesesFreston Foster 


Mike. .ccccccccccccccccccoce eussell Hardie 
ROSY. cccece cocceccccocecess WHAM TAnneN 
Bob Stone......++ eooese- RObDert Livingston 
Stuffy as a child......Norman Phillips, Jr. 
Tony as a child..... eecccces David Durand 
Rosy as a Child... ccccesseeees Sidney Miller 







-.-Beaudine Anderson 
Kitty as a child... .. Betty Jean Graham 
Mr. Thomas...... Cccccecce Joseph Sauers 
Professor Hackett.....e..e05- Henry Kolker 


Mike as a child... 





This is a football picture and as 
such it’s a little late in reaching re- 
lease for best seasonal results. It 


is long and tiresome, too detailed in 
many of its sequences, and at the 
box office augurs no better than 
mild results. There are no names 
to offset the natural weaknesses of 
the picture for public consumption. 

Robert Young, Stuart Erwin, 
Russell Hardie and William Tan- 
nen as a crack backfield quartet, 
with Betty Furness for love interest 
and the Leo Carrillo-Ted Healy 
team for light comedy, is what's of- 
fered. 

Two stories were used for the 
production of ‘The Band Plays On,’ 
one called ‘Backfield’ (an original), 
the other ‘The Gravy Game,’ which 
was published in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post. A third story would be 
needed to put the film over for a 
touchdown, plus perhaps a fourth 








writer on the adaptation. Three are 
credited with trying to whip the 


two yarns used into screen enter- 
tainment which fails to rise above 
a mild state. 

Picture starts out on a novel pre- 
mise with the arrest of four tough 


young street kids for running off 
with someone's Ford as a prank. 
They are committed by a benign 
judge to an organized playground 
which is under the direction of a 
football coach in off season. He 
turns the kids into football players, 
building the quartet into a back- 
field that eventually makes ’em the 
college pride of old Pacific. 

When the coach's best interests 
in their behalf are mistaken for self- 
ishness, one lad gets injured and 
the other three walk out on the 


team, leaving it a season of bitter 
defeats. Boys soften and come 
back the next year with their tails 
figuratively between their legs and 
the coach, while taking them on, 
gives them the bitter pill by keep- 
ing ‘em on the bench most of the 
first big game. After’ sufficient 
puni ment they go in and althoug 
holding their adversaries to a tie— 
one surprise for the screen—all is 
forgiven and Robert Young clasps 
— with the girl for a happy fin- 
sh. 

Considerable newsreel footage on 
games and crowds has been spliced 
in, together with playing and prac- 
tice staged for the picture. In fact, 
there is too much of it but not 
much that’s very exciting. The 
whole cast does satisfactorily with- 
out wisning any laurels. Preston 
Foster makes a good coach type. 
Carrillo, as a campus wop with the 
familiar Carrillo dialect, and Healy 
as a side street mugg working rack- 
ets try hard to provide comedy but 
their efforts never get very far. 

Char. 


BACHELOR BAIT 


Directed 
Screen play, Glenn 
from story by Edward and Victor 


Radio production and release. 
by George Stevens. 
Tyron, 







Halperin. Camera, David Abel. At 
Tivol, N. Y., as half double bill, Dec, 18. 
Running time, 80 mins. 

Wilbur Fess...... TUTTTT TTT Te Stuart Erwin; 
6 Ser ‘ eeeee- Rochelle Hudson 
Allie Summers..cccccccccscsess Pert Kelton 


Van Dusen.... 
Big Barney.... eece 
POG. ONG. 00 00.050 6b008bs 008% Grady Sutton 
District Attorney...ececsees Clarence Wilson 


. Skeets Gallagher 
Berton Churchill 





Narrative is tangled up with un- 
essentials, but the theme and 
Stuart Erwin should get this one by 
in the naborhoods. Particularly, if 
it balances the other side of a 
double bill. 

Erwin overcomes the story with 
a human and sympathy-snaring 
performance. .He plays his stock 


character for all the meekness and 
sweetness there is in it, and 
matronly fans will forgive the pic- 
ture’s long and frequent stretches 
of dullness for the ending that finds 
the spreader of sunshine rewarded 
with a fast one over the politician 
and the girl. The girl is Rochelle 
Hudson and the politician, Berton 
Churchill. Both fill in nicely. 

Idea of the yarn suggests a wealth 
of comedy possibilities, but instead 
of drawing on these possibilities the 
film elects to keep the heart interest 
between Erwin and Miss Hudson at 
a boil. Occasionally the picture 
blossoms out with some snap dialog, 
practically all these moments go- 
ing to Skeets Gallagher and Pert 
Kelton. Cast as an ex-married 
couple, who have their picks and 
shovels out for the gold mine that 
Erwin’s matrimonial bureau offers, 
they do well by their material. 

Fired from his job as a clerk in 
the marriage license bureau, Erwin 
becomes cupid’s little helper by or- 
ganizing his own match-making 
agency. It prospers, and when i’ 
reaches the level of big-time busi- 
ness the town’s political boss in- 
sists on being permitted to buy in. 
Top situation comes from the 
boomeranging of a frame hatchec 
between the politician and his pup- 
pet district attorney. Odec, 


DIRTY WORK 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Dee. 11. 

( production and rele . 
Directed by Tom Walls. In cast: Ralph 
Lynn, Gordon Harker, Robertson Hare 
Running time 72 mings. Previewed Prince 
Edward theatre, London, Dec. 6 





Gaumont-British 





For the past 10 years there have 
been produced at the Aldwych a 
series of farces in which Tom Walls 
and Ralph Lynn were starred and 
Robertson Hare featured. This one 


was not as successful as some of 
the others, having run only five 
months, 

With Tom Walls as director, and 
Lynn and Hare featured, it would 
be reasonable to expect the filmiza- 
tion would draw. Add to this the 
popular Gordon Harker, following a 
series of Walter Hackett stage pro- 
ductions, and, on form, the whole 
thing looks like a good bet. It prob- 
ably is—for England. 

Trio of players afore-mentioned 
depict a fine set of imbeciles, At 
the trade-show the audience rocked 
with laughter almost continuously, 
despite the fact there was not even 
4 Seerenaee of plausibility in the 
plot. 

Reactions of an American audi- 
ence to this picture should be quite 


SPLENDID FELLOWS 


(AUST RALIAN-MADE) 
Sydney, Nov. 10. 





J. C. Williamson-Beaumont Smith proe 
duction. Released through British Empire, 
Directed by Beaumont Smith. In cast: 
Eric Colman, Frank Leighton, Leo Franke 
lyn, Isabelle Mahon, Frank Bradley, 
Charles Zoli. Story by Beaumont Smith; 
dialog directed by Ken Brampton: pho- 
tography, George Malcolm. Reviewed at 
Lyceum, Sydney. Running time, 8&5 mins, 

Main b.o. interest lies in fact 
that Ronald Colman’s brother, Eric 


Colman, plays the lead. Publicity 
boys are playing up this angle more 
than the pic itself. Young Colman 
has a nice speaking voice and that’s 
about all. Ronald can rest easy; 
his brother will not steal much of 
his thunder either here or abroad. 

This is the first local pic to break 
away entirely from the bush type 
excepting ‘Dean Maitland.’ Pics 
will get a lot of money here. Should 
make an impression in England, 
but is unsuited for America because 
of slow tempo and very weak 
dialog. 

Pic carries no sex appeal, and 
very little comedy. Cast mostly re- 
cruited from Williamson legit. 
Femme lead is dreadfully weak and 
a drawback to film’s possibilities 
abroad. 

‘Splendid Fellows’ is right up to 
the minute in news, dealing with 
the Centenary air race. Most of 
this was culled from newsreels. 

Story is weak and tells of an 
Englishman banished from home by 
his father and sent to Australia, 
together with his valet. English- 
man falls in love with an Australian 
lass soon after arrival, Later meets 
an air-minded padre and he and 
his valet assist in building a plane 
to compete in the big race. Eng- 
lishman and valet fly back to Eng- 
land in time to start in the air trek 
back. Meanwhile padre and a blind 
prospector crash while flying over 
desert country. Englishman and 
valet lead in race to Australia, 
Radio gives out news that padre 
is missing and the leaders decide to 
forego winning the race and set off 
to find the lost padre. 

Beaumont Smith direction is not 
of the best, but film holds interest 
because of the recent result of the 
air race from England to Australia, 
In a few weeks or so the interest 
will not be so hot and b.o. will suf- 
fer as a result. 

Nevertheless, ‘Splendid Fellows’ 
is one of the best locals produced, 

Rick, 


BRIGHT EYES 


Fox production and release. Stars Shirle 
Temple. Features James Dunn. Produce 
by Sol Wurtzel, Directed by David Butler 
Story, Butler, William Counselman and 
Edwin Burke, Cameraman, Arthur Miller, 
At Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., week 
Dec. 20. Running time, 84 mins. 

Shirley Blake.......+.+.-+--Shirley Temple 
Loop Merritt.. «+»-James Dunn 
Mrs. Higgins... -Jane Darwell 
Adele Martin.. «Judith Allen 
Mary Blake...... e --.-Lois Wilson 
Uncle Ned Smith....ee.ee....Clrarles Sellon 












TROMAS. cccccovics eccsecse. Walter Johnson 
De a errr Jane Withere 
J. Wellington Smythe....Theodor von Elts 
Anita Smythe.......... »+»Dorothy Christy 
BEMEEG. 8c ccvcee coecsccecce Brandon Hurst 
Judge Thompson.......seees. George Irving 

No reason to doubt that ‘Bright 
Eyes’ is a boxoffice picture. Shirley 


Temple draws and this picture has 
been tailored to her measure. It 
seems a cinch to please generally, 
the family and sentimental strata in 
particular. 

Setting out to write an original 
story to reveal the kidlet in her 
most attractive manner, Butler, who 
also directed, Counselman and 
Burke have done a swell script for 
the purposes intended. There’s more 
than a few throat-lumping scenes, 
lots of giggles and a group of char- 
acters easy to like on the pro-Shire 
ley side and easy to dislike on the 
anti-Temple side. 

Especially clever is the inclusion 
of another little girl, somewhat 
older than the Temple tot and the 
opposite to her. Whereas the star is 
winsome, gay, unselfish and lovable, 
the rich kid, played with attentione- 
commanding conviction by Jane 
Withers, is a brat who is full of 
spleen, meanness, snobbery and 
guile. Her parents, Theodore von 
Eltz and Dorothy Christy, are @ 
snooty pair with small humanity and 
much affectation. 

A melodramatic sequence has 
James Dunn bailing out from a huge 
passenger aeroplane and carrying 
Shirley on the parachute jump. 
That’s the least believable part of a 
story that is otherwise reasonable, 
There is a note of tragedy when 
Shirley’s housemaid-mother (Lois 
Wilson) is killed in an automobile 
accident, and during a Christmas 
party the starlet sings a song for 
the aviators at the flying field bar- 
racks. 

Love affair between James Dunn 
and Judith Allen is a slender thread 
but provides the satisfactory solu- 
tion to the adoption dispute over the 
child which ends the picture. Here 
marries the heroine and Uncle Ned, 
the chair-ridden old millionaire who 
has fallen in love with the young. 
ster, moves in with them. Incidente 
ally, Charles Sellon, who turns in @ 
standout performance every now 
and then, rings the bell again here, 
Regarded as a vehicle for a child 
star, this is one of the most intellfe- 
gent efforts in the history of a come 





the opposite. Solo, 


paratively dificult branch of picturé 
making, Land. 
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“I hear Bette Davis gives a simply 


marvelous performance with 


Paul Muni in ‘Bordertown’.” 


A 





“Have you seen Irene Dunne 


Yy Z —. 
in ‘Sweet Adeline’?” Lh sa ZA SALE 








*“My dear, you must see ‘Sweet 
Adeline’ with those grand 
Kern & Hammerstein songs!” 

















“I can hardly wait to see 
Rudy Vallee’s new picture, 
‘Sweet Music’!” 


“Gee— what a grand direction 
job Mervyn LeRoy’s done in 
‘Sweet Adeline’!” 
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Have you heard that Warners 
are going to film ‘A Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream’?” 


% » Th **Thank heaven that’s 


over! Now we can go 
the Paramount and 
see ‘Sweet Adeline’.” 












“Don’t miss ‘Sweet Adeline’, It’s 
the swellest musical yet.” 














“If you call that a thrill, mister, 

just wait till you see Jimmy Cagney 

and Pat O’Brien in ‘Devil Dogs 
of the Air’.” 





“They say ‘Bordertown’s’ the best 
thing Paul Muni has ever done,” 
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Roxy-Mastbaum, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) is no 
stranger to Philadelphia, but Sun- 
day night (23) he assumed a new 
role, not that of a New York im- 
presario over for a brief engage- 
ment but as a Philadelphia theatre 
and amusement man. 

Philly hasn't had a turn-out such 
as was present, on invitation strict- 
ly, at the Roxy-Mastbaum theatre 
last evening in moons and 
there isn't the slightest doubt that 
both the muggs and the 
bunch were much impressed. There 
about the 


many 


class 


is no question, either, 
business the relighted and retitled 
Mastbaum will do for a couple of 
weeks. It will be plenty big, but 
then the test will come 

This show impressed as en- 
tirely comparable to the average | 


run of Ltoxy’s New York presenta- 


tions, perhaps not as_ strikingly 
novel as some of the best but cer- 
tainly up to h’s average. The invi- 


tation audicnce was indubitably 
impressed, althougn like most such 
audiences here in Philly it was not 
wildly demonstratrve. 

Show, scheduled for 
start until a few minutes 
and picture, ‘Sweet Adeline,’ wasn't 
over until midnignt. That’s pretty 
lont going and it mist be ad:atted 
there were some ‘dull! momeuis. In 
fact, the criticism of ‘too heavy’ 
was beard quite a Jot in the Icbby. 
On the other hand, Roxy’s show 
had a personality and a character 
that the Mastbau:in’s stage snuws 
never us¢d to have, a persceuaiity 
that made the big 4,800-seater seem | 
a little less huge. One feature that 
stcod out througnout the evening, 
and on which everybody concurred, 
was the lighting. Philly bunch 
agreed that they'd never seen its 
eqral. 

*‘Koxy’ chose nct to enipicy the | 
obvicus idea of matching up ‘Sweet 





8:45, didn’t 
after 9, 


adeline with a Gay Nineties show 
Show opens with ‘A Christmas 
Pageant,’ with the orchestra still 


down below, and a series of striking 
tableaux representing the birth of 
the Christ-child. Members of the 
Roxy Glee did the vocal work, and, | 


no questioning its artistry. The 
lighting here was superb, the pro- 
gram mentioning that the num- 


ber presented a ‘new technique in 
stage effects, with patent applied 
for. ‘Tableaux were allt short and 
number didn’t last over 10 minutes. 

No. 2 introduced the full strength 
of the dancing chorus in the fa- 
miliar but still well liked ‘Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers.’ Lighting 
again was outstanding. 

At this point a news pictorial was 
stuck in, an idea not generally seen 
in Philly houses with stage shows. 

Then came the overture, with the 
orchestra coming up to plav ‘Pot 
Pourri Cosmopolitan.’ Adolphe Korn- 
span directed. He is one of the 
three Roxy - Mastbaum conductors, 
others being Yascha Bunchuk and 
Leon Leonardi. Meyer Davis is the 
orchestra manager. The Glee club 
appeared with the orchestra here, 
and Vick Chase and Herb Kingsley, 
later pianoing, did a vocal number 
that seemed a little hot to come 
s0 soon after the religious pageant. 

Gomez and Winona, who are 
known here quite well, then did a 
Topetch ballroom waltz specialty. 
Aimee Deloro, although possessing 
a fine coloratura voice, didn’t click 
so well, singing the mad scene from 
‘Lucia. Next came a ballet ar- 
ranged by Von Grona, ballet mas- 
ter, with Leni Bouvier as premiere 
danseuse. Rachmaninoff’'s G Minor 
Prelude was the number, 

Lighter number came next, Lillian 
Morton, appearing first with the 
Glee club and then solo before the 
curtain, sang a supposedly satiric 
Lallad entitled ‘My Country ’Tis of 
Thee.” Rather dull. 

The Roxyettes again next, attrac- 
tively gowned in yellow and black 
and doing a glorified Floradora Sex- 
tet. They received more applause 
than the previous three numbers 
combined. : 

Von Grona, doing one of those 


| the business heads turned out 


j force. No Hollywood fan-fare at- 


| 


| 





tempted 


smoothly, 
battling with numbered-seat 


were 
problem. 


in 


went 
ushers 


and everything 
considering that 


Waters, 





CAPITOL, N. Y. 


A show for four days to bridge 
the gap between the completion of 


a two weeks run 


of ‘Painted Veil’ 


ane the opening Christmas day (25) 
of ‘Forsaking All Others’ with Ted 


Lewis on 
filler. It 
such, 
The fou 
Band Pla 
picture 


the stage, is in here for 
serves about all right as 


r-day bill consists of ‘The 
ys On’ (MG), a football 


on release a little late for 


the pigskin season, and a show on 


the board 
Bros. and 


s headed by Three Slate 


John Fogarty, and includ- 


ing an Oriental act (Ching Ling Foo, 


Jr. and 


Co.) 


together with Olive 


Sibley and Rosemary Deering, who 


held 


are 


over 


from a two weeks’ 


booking for the extra four days. 


Show 


isn’t a 


cheat, every effort 


having been made to provide a unit 


production 
achieves that 


It 
by 


that entertains. 
fairly well, aided 


nice opening and Closing production 


numbers. 


Mics Deering, ballerina, 


and Miss Sibley, prima, work in the 
opener with the ballet troupe of 32 


It’s 


cirls,. 


a tastefully done number. 


(fogarty follows this opening in one 
with a pianist, doing a slick routine 


ing star, 


A re,’ 


and closes 
numbers. 


Both 


are pretty 
ways but 


very 


ing 


the 


juggling. 
For pre 


on. The 


is being 
on 


vided by 


costumes 


lease, in 


out. 


night. 


balanced 


of number 
whose 
and clear, opens with ‘Sweet As You 
turns to two less recent pops 


review of 1934 


Business was 


Downtown 
draw names, but packing a load of ! 
entertainment. 


tadio’s popular sing- 
voice is rich, full 


Ss. 


with a medley of ‘dream’ 
Fogarty wastes no time, 


does not bow himself to death but 
delivers, Ww 
the 
Ching Ling 
by that kind of showmanship. Slates 


hich is what they want. 
Slate Bros. and the 
Foo acts could profit 


well to the bone in most 
would deal out greater 


snap by reducing on the slapstick 
which opens their act and get down 
to quick business for the finishing 
dance work. 
out with acrobatics, goes to some 
clever spool juggling by the: 
two girls, perch work and then some 
rope jumping on pogo sticks, fol- 

lowed by a brief bit in which the 
girls spin umbrellas with balls roll- 

around precariously on 
This should close them, the letdown 
plus- length coming with the work 
on a bench atop a table, including 
inevitable 

the equally as 


The Oriental act starts 


top. 


contortion bit, and 
inescapable -plate 


-Xmas flavor the closing 
production number has a big Santa 
setpiece at the back and the girls 
as kids with blocks to sit and dance 


blocks eventually spell 


‘Merry Christmas to you all,’ cur- 
tain coming down on a scene up- 
stage in which Santa and his sleigh 


pulled by two horses 


pounding hoofs at breakneck speed 
a treadmill. 
Added holiday atmosphere is pro- 


a tableau in connection 


with an orchestra overture of ap- 
propriate music. 
sents a mixed chorus in old English 


The tableau pre- 


singing Christmas carols 


against the background of a quaint 
English village and falling snow. 
Hearst-Metrotone 


newsreel re- 
nature of a partial 
achievements, fills 


the 


quite bad Friday 
Cc 


har. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 20. 


Fast moving vaude show at the 


currently, sans b. o. 


It’s one of the best 
shows house has had in 


| stage 


R. C. MUSIC HALL | 


Typical pre-Christmas week busi- 
ness. Pediculus. A safe mashie 
shot in half a dozen directions with- 
out danger of hitting any necks 
Thursday (20) night. On the screen 
Fox's ‘Bright Eyes,’ with Shirley 
Temple, the kid star, and on the 
an eight-scene fantastic 
operetta. 


Maurice Baron wrote original 








music for the operetta. It's 
pleasant. Nobody would object to 
it. Lyrics by J. Parker Coombes 
and A. Silverman are in English.! 
And again no objection. There are} 
colorful settings by B. Vincente 
Minnelli and imaginative costumes 
by Marco Montedoro and H. Rogge. 
There's really a lot of worthy in- 
gredients, but the result is not brag- 
worthy. It's slow, tedious, repeti- 
tious. 

Arnaut Brothers are used for one 
scene and fit perfectly. Same act 
they’ve done for 15 years. But it 
fit into that ‘Enchanted Forest’ and 
showed that pantominic comedy has 
a place in the Music Hall, where 
other kinds of comedy are seldom 
ventured. Yet, by the time the} 
Arnauts came on, it was already 
scene five and scene four was a 
logical climax. Remarks overheard 
Thursday night clearly indicated 
that this was taken as the finale by 
the public, with the surprise not 
favorable when it was discovered 
that more—a great deal more—was 
to come, 

‘Enchanted Forest’ disenchantec 
its audience by failure to recognize 
the charms of brevity. It seemed 
interminable. There were half a 
dozen too many operatic arias. As 
the two children, Hans and Hilda, 
sung by two women, Celia Branz 
and Dorothy Miller, wandered 
through the magic woodlands and 
encountered fairies, hobgoblins, 
gnomes, witches, and gingerbread 
ballets, their aimless course and 
pointless adventures were rendered 
even more dilatory by cumbersome 
scene shifts, noisy stage manage- 
ment, action stalling solos. 

It is perhaps neither for nor 
against ‘Enchanted Forest’ that 
many of the fantastic figures are 
calculated to scare children. Freaks, 
monstrosities, caterpillars, owls, 
frogs, a witch pitched headlong 
into an oven to be burnt alive, may 
only be fairy-book stuff not to be 
taken too literally. Or too seriously. 

It would seem that the Music 
Hall never heard of a split-second 
blackout, has no respect for the 
tempo and zip so highly esteemed 
in American show business. This 
operetta seemed unconcerned in its 
disregard for the rules of speed, 
pep and integrated unity. It lurched 
forward in jerks like an omnibus 
running on its battery. Enthusiasm 
for individual bits was extinguished 
by the general dullness. 

Production department's big click 
this week is a revival of the Wooden 
Soldier parade, done with stunning 
precision, variety and hairbreath 
timing by the Rockettes. These 
girls have long since called forth the 
most extravagant praise. And again 
rate ray >s. 

Erno Kapee’s overture, Ponchieili’s 
blood-tingling ‘Dance of the Hours,’ 
was another performance picker- 
upper. Something went wrong 
Thursday night with the newsreel’s 
sound and it went through silent. 
After about five minutes the organ 
rushed in. It wasn’t until the last 
couple of clips that the commentator 
got started. It is not inappropriate 
to say that this fluke showed that 
the old silent treatment had a lot 
to recommend it. Not only was the 
chatter not missed, but its absence 


was something of a pleasure. 
Land. 











PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


not to stage 


To stage show or 
B’way Para- 


jit’s still 


some months, 
Opening has the Three Blue 
Streaks, class roller skating turn 


show has been the 
mount’s 


burning question. This 


Three 
warblers, 


banjo 





interpretative dances—Spirit of La- 
bor, with sound efiects—plenty im- 
pressed the class bunch but net the 
muggs, and there was more noise 
when Alfredo Seville sang the tra- 


-, ditional Kipling ditty, ‘Boots.’ Use 
ot multiple screens all flashing 
scenes of -marching soldiers and 


and new here. 


battles was effective 
Ravel’s much- 


Show closed with 
played ‘Bolero’ and it was a fine 
finale. Here again lighting was 
predominant and audience’ broke 
into spontaneous applause §fre- 
quently. Full strength of the com- 
pany appeared. 

Sum total of effect was that show 
Was a little too pretentious but 
plenty elaborate. In between num- 
bers, Noxy tickled the local bunch 
by marching a battalion of his ush- 
ers up on the stage to do a brief 
drill. 

‘Sweet Adeline,’ advertised as get- 
ting its first presentation here. 

I irst night was attended by Phila- 
delphians, but not so many Broad- 
way celebs. Governor-elect Earle 
and others prominent in the Demo- 
cratic party hereabouts were there 
as were local judges, store heads, 
etc. Mastbaum’s reopening is fig- 
ured as a big boom for Philly busi- 
mess, especially west of City Hall; 


tossers 
concealed 
stage 


pended 


sical art 


ented 


howls. 
Closing 


routine, 
trio work 


Howard I 


ness,’ 
archery 


ture is 
Universal 





Walker 


abouts, w 
in 


and 
tossed, the 
in midair without support. 
It’s cleverly done and elicited mer- 
ited approbation 
day crowd, 

Yaconelli 


abouts, hé 
and hold it down oke. 
musicians 
interpolations are always good for 


screen feature, 
who gives 


presentation, 
Trade slack at 


spite hordes of holiday gshoppérs in 
the downtown area, 


that starts the bill off with a bang. 
harmony 


Sisters, 
deuce and do nicely. Then 


an old standby, Bee Ho Gray, versa- 
tile cowboy, with his line of roping, 
playing 
tame coyote that attempts to sing 


and introducing a 


for @ punch finish. 
Three Jacks and a Queen have 
a new act since last seen here- 


ith one of the three male 
the adagio completely 
on the semi-darkened 
giving the girl, who is 
appeerance of being sus- 


from the opening 
as it was. 

Brothers, comedy mu- 
frequently seen here- 
ive the next-to-shut spot 
Boys are tal- 
comedy 


small 


and their 


has Monroe and the two 


Adams Sisters in a classy juggling 


Act is well dressed and 
with speed and precision. 


As an added attraction, house has 


lill, featured in its second 
‘The Last Wilder- 
an exhibition 
following each 
Second and main fea- 
‘White Lies’ (Col), with 
News to fill. 

opening mat de- 


Edwa, 


| technicality. 





of 
feature 


week it reaches a temporary solu- 
tion by way of a compromise, spot- 
ting Fred Waring band in the pit 


and giving ’em a stage show that 
fails to class as such only on a 





Picture is Par’s ‘Here 
Is My Heart’ (Crosby), and the 
Pennsylvanians appeared to be at- 
tracting their share of trade also on 
Friday evening, so it looks like a 
jake holiday week all around. 

Waring band is close to an hour’s 
recital. Specialty people, all reg- 
ular members of the Waring troupe, 
enter from the right side of the pit 
through a masked doorway, having 
very little room to work in, but none 
of them dancing, so they don’t need 
much. But they all need the mike, 
which they have and use plenty. 

A couple of years on the radio 
seem respons:ble for considerable 
change in the Waring organization. 
It is no longer the stage band that 
Broadway theatre audiences were 
accustomed to in the past, but is| 
now a radio orchestra pure and | 
simple. That the transition, for) 
stage purposes, is an improvement 
is doubtful. 

In the nearly an hour that it’s on 
at the Par, the band concerns itself 
with the corny stuff that rates as 
humor on the air, but on a Broad- 
way theatre stage classes only as 
so much time-wasting. Nor is Fred 
Waring telling jokes, an advance- 
ment for himself, the band, or even 
the jokes. 

But you can’t hold a good band 





down all the time, and when this 





one goes to town musically and with 


its own brand of novelty material, 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians. 
That happens just often enough this 
week to keep the audience interest- 
ed. But Waring took some dan- 
gerous chancs with unsuitable ma- 
terial during the course of the per- 
formance ani twice was the direct 
cause of audience heckling. 

With Waring in the Par pit are 
his 20 musicians and his established 
air troupe, consisting of his brother 
Tom, Poly Clintic, Three Smoothies, 
Johnny Davis, Stuart Churchill and 
the Lane Sisters. In Babs Ryan, of 
the Smoothies, .nd the Lane girls 
the band has a wealth of good fem- 
inine looks, and, on a stage, the 
three girls rate more important as 
lookers than anything else. 

Along with the pit show and pic- 
ture, current Par bill contains the 
newsreel and an interesting trailer 
on ‘Sweet Adeline’ (WB), which 


i this house gets next week as a re- 


sult of the Strand fire, Bige. 


EMBASSY 


. (NEWSREELS) 

Without much in the way of spot 
news to choose from, the Embassy 
Saturday gave the lead honors to 
Fox’s review of the 1934 news pa- 
rade. It’s a pat and smoothly 
welded link that Fox has turned 
out. In this gathering together of 
the year’s high points there's co- 
herence, sweep and historic con- 
tent that spells dramatic value of 
a high order. The thing can be 
accepted as a model for story tell- 
ing by newsreel, 

Fox again scores in this week’s 
melange. with the clip showing a 
refugee camp of Hungarians de- 
ported from Jugoslavia. Another 
jarring note to the cacaphony of 
European affairs is contributed by 
Paramount. It’s a strip of film 
dealing with German residents of 
America, who, with all expenses 
paid by the Hitler government, are 
on their way. over. to cast their 
votes in the Saar plebiscite. One of 
them, a woman, tails off her re- 
marks with ‘I hope we beat those 
French’ to the accompaniment of 
a neat study in teeth gritting. 

When caught, two shots came in 
for appreciable applause. One was 
Senator Nye’s remarks for Para- 
mount about taking the racket out 
of war, and the other was a Fox 
bit concerning Finland's latest debt 
paying to the United States. 

Week’s. magazine allotment. is 
pretty low in human interest ma- 
terial. Best that the paster-upper 
apparently had available was Uni- 
versal's grocer with 16 children, a 
setter with.a litter of 16 pups, and 
the. usual shot of-eats being fed 
milk from the original source. 
Paramount is responsible for an ex- 
clusive of the boy. King Peter of 
Jugoslavia at play, Odec. 


KEITH-BOSTON 


Boston, Dee. 21. 

Breaking away from the _ unit- 
vaude combination, producer George 
Libby produces his .own unit this 
week at the Bosten. Everything 
there but the line of gals usually 
found in such units. 

Ranny Weeks and band open be- 
hind a scrim for introductory bars. 
The ‘Four Steps,’ colored hoofers, 
start things rolling with a sock 
routine that immediately puts the 
show on first base. Opening with 
a song, that could be eliminated 
without loss, the boys swing into 
a group tap. Patter for breather 
not so forte... This leads into some 
challange work that brings the boys 
back in the running. 

With a clinch opening like this 
it is safe for Fort-ello’s Surprise, 
dog act, to take over the stage, 
Unique animal idea of dogs dressed 
as various movie stars proves an 
ideal deucer. Featured are one dog 
in control pose, and another in a 
cute dance, 

Vickie Joyce, playing second week 
as singer with band, warbles ‘Once 
Too Often,’ with a Sophie Tucker 
touch and ‘Be Still My Heart’ over 
p.a. pleasingly. 

Sterns and Dean are next ushered 
in, both in male attire, to do an 
eccentric that’s oke but their next 
bit is the sock of the act. This is 
a hoke radio drama, with Sterns 
taking 11 different voice roles, while 
his partner slips various character 
hats on and off his head, from be- 
hind. Although Sterns fails to get 
11 variations in his characters the 
general effect is good, and the hat- 
changing flash makes it a bright 
spot. 

Ranny Weeks and stage band try 
to fill in the next gap with two 
straight ork numbers, sans vocal or 
soloing by bandmen, and when 
through they leave a definite Aap. 
Ross and Bennett follow, with Miss 
Bennett playing a dumb- Dora. 
Ross follows up with a soft shoe 
that helps matters along then some 
more patter that just holds its own 
but closing double eccentric clicks 
and gets the team off bullish. 

Lee Gails Revue, dance flash, the 
unit folder-upper, opens in one, a 
scrim separating them from band. 
“fter first two numbers, a group 
routine, based on ‘Stop, Look and 
Listen,’ with traffic light prop ana 
rythm tap by one of the girls, scrim 
fies. It’s all dancing after that 
closing with an apache routine. ; 

This finale saves the day, 

"West of the Pecos’ ‘ 
the screen, 








REX, PARIS 


Paris, Dec, 12, 

Not many places remain in Parig 
for booking of international vaudea 
ville acts.. This spot, with the come 
panion Gaumont-Palace (most actg 
are billed in both. houses in suce 
cessive weeks) are among the few 
left. Most of the other places cone 
centrate on purely French acts, 90°% 
single singing numbers. 

Rex show this week headlineg 
Bellet and Lamb, billed as ‘Amere 
ican eccentrics’, and the Four 
1 Kemmys, an adagio and plastic pose 
act. Both are high grade for Paris, 
and are at least equally responsible 
with the picture ‘Votre Sourire 
(‘Your Smile’) with Mary Glory an 
Victor Boucher, for a satiotechent 
week in this 4,000-seat deluxer. 

Until recently the Rex was skide 
ding fast. Then the receivers for 
Gaumont - Franco - Film - Aubert 
which took over the management of 
this and the other Jacques Haik 
houses when Haik went bankrupt, 
stepped up the quality of the show 
and eut prices, and since then the 
showing has been much improved, 

Bellet and Lamb's eccentric hoofe 
ing is supplemented by patter, and 
they have managed to get it goin 
in very funny French. Particular] 
Miss Lamb. Bellet doesn't say 
much, but what he says is so far 
from the French you usually hear 
in Paris that it gets a good laugh, 

The French also appreciate hig 
dancing, and the peculiar forms into 
which he can twist his long anat- 
omy. This type of work is known 
here as typically American, and ig 
much liked, 

The Kemmys—three men and @ 
woman—are better than average in 
the statue-acrobat line, They open 
their act with a bit of adagio work 
three huskies tossing’ the girl 
around, and then the men alone do 
pyramids, shifting position to slow 
music. French like this a lot, too, 
Act is billed with subtitle ‘Strengt 
and Beauty’, which appeals to loca 
aesthetic sense. 

Program is filled out by an overe 
ture played by 25-piece orchestra 
led by Fred Mele—a rarity in Parig 
now—plus a Krazy Cat cartoon (Coe 


lumbia) and composite newsree 
Also an educational on an ol 
French town, Arles. Stern, 





LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Either to put up something of a 
fight against the opposite draw of 
St. Nick, or else bolster doubtful 
picture strength, Loew’s has raised 
the ante on its vaude show here 
from five to six acts. At the same 
time, the booking office evidently 
told the acts to keen their running 
time down to a minimum. Result 
is a nicely blended divertissement 
running 70 minutes. ° 

Just about a half house had their 
eyes aimed at the footlights for the 
Briday evening showing of the acts 
and ‘College Rhythm’ (Par). if ape 
plause returns weren’t what they 
should have been, it wasn’t the 
fault of the acts. A dead-pan, 
‘show me’ feeling apparently pere 
vaded the outfronters, ar, when 
they were shown, it still didn’t 
‘make any difference, It sums up 
into the fact that the week before 
Xmas makes the following week’g 
layoff so much more of a holiday 
for the acts. 

Current show starts on the right 


foot with a smart little flash, 
‘Youthful Rhythms,’ and _ rarely 
falters. Opener’s three girls and 


two boys debut with a reason in 
front of a small bar, with the bare 
tender singing ‘Cocktails for Two?® 
while the others go into a dance, 
Then follow their individual or duo 
specialties; girl’s comic toe dance} 
mixed team’s buck ’n’ winging} 
acro dancing by one of the girls, 
and the double solo by the barkeep 
in one with self-accompaniment on 
a guitar. They're all oke and so’s 
the act as a whole. 

Williams and Charles (New Acts) 


deuce for one of the two novelty 
acts on the.program. Their trick 
musical work in clown setups 


doesn't conflict, however, with the 
excellent teeterboard routines of 
the closing Great Yacopis (9). 
Seven men and two women in this, 
one of the latter coming on only 
for a couple of announcements, 
Other girl, though, takes equal part 
in the more difficult stunts with the 


men. Almost all of their tricks are 
strong applause getters, the twoe 
high chair eatch and three-high 


feet-to-shoulders landing’ being the 
standouts. 

Stuart and Lash start the comedy 
rolling in the trey, with Jay @, 
Flippen and stooge picking up 
whe re they left off in next-to-close 
ing. Latter act is enhanced somee 
what by some new gags Flippen 
has added, with the silly little 
Stooge helping the bushy-haired 
comic considerably. Mrs. Mary 
Lash returns from the trey for a 
brief, though old, bit with Flippen’sg 
stooge. She's okay in this as well 
as her briefer scene with her huse 
band and Stuart. .'he trey-spote 
ters’ hoke is familiar to the State’s 
patrons because of frequent repeate- 
ing at this spot, but, with the exe 
ception of one blue special, most 
everything they did was liked. 

Show's only applause standout Ig 
Venita Gould, on in No. 4 with a 
neat array of impersonations. She’s 





(Radio) on 


(Continued on page 54) 
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In Barnum’s Home 


sridgeport. 

It would have done the late P, T. 
Barnum's heart good to see the 
builder-upper that ushered in the 
world premiere of Twentieth Cen- 
tury’s ‘The Mighty Barnum’ at the 
Majestic (Loew). The showmans 
home town hasn’t witnessed such 
bally in years and indications are 
that the ll-day grind of the film 
will be justified. 

Exploiteers didn’t miss a possible 
trick. Day-before ceremonies, in- 


cluding a street parade and ABS ' 


network broadcast, brought in 
Adolphe Menjou, featured in the 
Wallace Beery starrer; Verree Teas- 
dale (Mrs. Menjou) and Dexter Fel- 
lows, much-storied p.a. of the 
Greatest Show on Earth that had 
its winter headquarters for years in 
Barnum's Bridgeport. 

Fellows, who knows a thing or 
two about campaigns himself, de- 
elared it a first-rate job. 

Menjous got big welcome at rail- 
road station and took place of honor 
in a parade that Main-streeted past 
Majestic. In line were American 
Legion post band, uniformed Loew 
theatre ushers and doormen, calli- 
ope, bareback riders from vaude- 
ville show at Globe, Deafy Denman 
(former Barnum elephant man), & 
truck with the Cardiff Giant—now 
being toured with picture by United 
Artists—and theatre execs. 


Parade wound up at Barnum 


* museum, where ABS broadcast half- 


hour program. Luncheon at Hotel 
Barnum followed. 

Loew and UA joined forces in 
promoting premiere. Working on 
campaign were Harry F, Shaw of 
New Haven, Loew’s divisional g.m.; 
Morris Rosenthal, manager of Ma- 
estic; Matt Saunders, Loew’s 

ridgeport head man; Erle Wright, 
circuit p.a.; and Monroe Greenthal 
and Joe Flynn of UA. 





Freshen Up 


Stunts long continued are invar- 
jably certain to stale in the long 
run. It pays to vary them. Some 
18 months ago a paper started to 
use a hookup with a theatre for 
ticket prizes in connection with a 
theatre. At the start the attractor 
was a puzzle which had to be 
solved. It was changed each week 
and brought so many replies that 
it provided good advertising argu- 
ment for the paper’s solicitors. 

After a time the puzzle was 
dropped by the company which in- 
vented the gag, but the paper 
wanted to keep on with something. 
After a huddle it was decided to 
give the free tickets for the best 
new ads made up of lines from cur- 
rent want announcements. 

For a time this worked just as 
well, and the replies ran into the 
hundreds, but for the past six 
months the replies have been so few 
that the girl handling the answers 
has come to know practically all of 
the contestants by name. Fewer 
than 50 persons regularly con- 
tribute. 

To get those 50 people the the- 
atre gives 12 pairs of tickets each 
week. It doesn’t pay. The news- 
paper is willing to keep on with the 
gag because it looks all right, but 
the theatre really is losing money 
and has not the sense to quit. Un- 
less an advertisement can be made 
to reach at least 600 readers daily, 
it’s not worth the tickets, since 
most of those who do read do so 
solely with the idea of getting free 
tickets. If they don’t get them, they 
do not go. They are too hardened 
as deadheads, 

Keep the stuff freshened up or 
drop out for a time and come back. 


Lamp Gag 


Something new seems to be the 
wireless lamp used in some elec- 
trical shops for an attractor. The 
effect is that of a lighted lamp in- 
verted on its tip with no possibility 
of wires being run up to the plug. 
It is a simple gag, and yet it at- 
tracts no little attention. 


Stunt calls for a box or small 
platform, covered with cloth, on 
which the lamp rests, two lamps 
frosted and preferably colored, and 
two plugs from old lamps. 

Sockets are set into the top of the 
Platform for as many lamps as are 
on display. They are set so that 
they are not seen when the lamps 
are screwed in, the holes being cov- 
ered with the base of the lamp. The 
extra sockets are cleaned of bits of 
adhering glass and cemented to the 
top of the lamp. The fancy round 
lamps are used which look much 
the same top and bottom. The ord- 
inary pear shaped bulbs cannot be 
used, 

Using three or four lamps with 
either fiasher buttons or a timer will 
provide an eye catcher that will get 

lenty of attention for any adver- 

sing material in its vicinity, and 
the outfit costs very little. If de- 
ired a sufficient number of lamps 
_” used to spell out a short 





Stirs Them Up 


Combination of the quartered 
card idea with the old matched 
ticket scheme had one town heated 
uf) lately and the presumption is 
that it will warm any town of 15,000 
or under. 

House had a sufficient number of 
cards printed up in trios. Text 
read: ‘On (date here) the Playtime 
theatre will be glad to have ag its 
guests representatives of the Smith, 
Jones and Brown families, but only 
when they come in threes. Find a 
Brown and a Smith, present this 
card at the box office between 7 and 
7:30 and be our guests to see (At- 
traction). You are a Smith.’ Other 
cards were printed up for the 
Browns and Joneses, All were en- 
closed in small cash envelopes read- 
ing: ‘Do not open this until (date 
as above), but be sure and open it 
then.’ Only one Smith card was 
used for each 25 on Jones and 
Lrown, the cards being arranged in 
trays so that this 50-1 ratio was 
automatic. Envelopes were distrib- 
uted for two nights a week ahead 
of the invitation night. 

Few, if any, observed the ‘do not 
open,’ with the result that for a 
week people were running around 
matching cards and discovering 
that ‘Smith’ was the one hard to 
catch. After that the search con- 
centrated on Smiths and the Smiths 
soon found themselves dated up. 

Outlay was about 21 passes, but 
for that the theatre had been given 
several hundred dollars’ worth of 
attention. 

It is a good plan to order an 
equal number of each card so that 
eveu the printer does not know at 
first which is the control. It also 
helps to keep the cards out of 
unauthorized hands, 





Linoleum Cuts 


From the present outlook this is 
going to be a linoleum Christmas 
card year. More will be sent out 
than ever before, and more and more 
art stores are catering to the de- 
mand for material. Lately a new 
composition has been placed on the 
market, which is reputed to be an 
even better surface than the cork 
carpet for making impressions, In 
times gone by managers have re- 
ported that patent leather gives ex- 
cellent results. 


It might be a good idea to ride 
along with the plan, since the cost 
is so small and the results so strik- 
ing. Most high schools now teach 
block printing, and probably expert 
help can be had locally where there 
is an art teacher, but it requires 
little experimenting to turn out good 
work. 


The blocks are a pine or hardwood 
foundation faced with linoleum of 
the smooth sort. The block should 
be planed type high if it is to be 
used with type, otherwise it need 
only be the approximate height. Al! 
lettering should be transferred un- 
less the worker is experienced in 
free-hand cutting. The best scheme 
is to make the layout on tight trac- 
ing paper; lay this face down on a 
sheet of carbon paper, and center 
this on the block. With a stylus 
the outline should be transferred to 
the linoleum and the spare parts cut 
away with a sharp knife. Very 
light lines should be avoided, and, if 
figures are employed, avoid cross- 
hatching for shading. Use a fairly 
absorbent paper and print on a 
proof instead of a job press. 

It’s worth trying for a one-timer, 
and, once tried, it probably will be 
repeated. 





Junior Censors 


New Haven. 

Ben Cohen has an idea for drag- 
ging the kids into his College for 
Sat. a.m. shows. Plan is a tieup 
with local Theatre Patrons’ Council 
(formerly Better Films Council), in 
which a junior organization is 
formed. 


Groups are formed in schools and 
representatives from these groups 
act as a preview board to pass on 
what they think other kids would 
like. Programs include the usual 
educationals, comedies, Mickey 
Mouse and westerns. Movement is 
sponsored by the adult council 
which is helping to put the idea 
over. 





Jr. Leaguers’ Bally 


Lancaster, Pa. 

Junior League handed the grind 
shops here a swift kick for one of 
their best Christmas exploitation 
trick here. For several years films 
have been running ‘toy mountains’ 
in which patrons donated toys for 
poor kids and the houses ran a free 
show on Christmas, after which the 
gadgets were passed out. 


This year, however, elaborate 
lobby preparations for the expected 
mountain failed to bring results. 
Junior League opened a Christmas 
cheer toy shop and the public car- 
cled ite toys to the debs. Exhibs 
made the most of the situation by 





tossing their lo+ to the Leaguers. 





Streamline 


Until recently the toy train outfit, 
running either in the lobby or a 
show window, was regarded as 
about the best stopper in the whole 
bag of tricks. Young men and old 
would line up and watch for min- 
utes, and in spots there were even 
occasions when the display had to 
be shut off to move the crowd and 
fet room for a new crop. 

Lately they seem to have gone 
into the discard; but at least one 
hustler reports that he got all of 
the old effect by substituting the 
new streamlined train for the old- 
fashioned engine. Got the outfit 
free because the toy store was anx- 
ious to call attention to the novelty, 
and not only sent over a man to 
make the layout but took advertis- 
ing space to tell that the gadget 
could be seen in operation in the 
theatre lobby. 


Display was made on a platform 
about 4x8 feet, with plenty of track- 
age and automatic switches, to give 
the train a variety of travel. Set up 
as a scenic display with a painted 
backing, houses, trees, autos on the 
road and plenty of billboards evenly 
divided between the store and the 
theatre’s coming attraction. 


A small boy was installed to run 
the display, but it took two cops to 
keep the crowd moving. Evidently 
there is still life in the old stunt if 
only it is kept up to date, 


Mrs. Raffles Renews 


Birmingham. 

That old gag of a masked shopper 
parading through the streets was 
revived by the Alabama for ‘Merry 
Widow.’ A good looking gal with a 
half mask over her eyes went 
through stores and later returned 
without the masK dressed in differ- 
ent clothes. The idea was to have 
someone walk up to her and say 
‘You are the Merry Widow.’ If so 
a prize of $25 to the person guess- 
ing correctly was offered. It took 
a lot of nerve to say that to a good 
looking dame. The pedestrian could 








be mistaken. 


Matching the Demand 


Some of the experts along Broad- 
way are decrying the Astor marquee 
for “Babes in Toyland.’ It is a 
four section sign, each in a loud 
color and fighting with the other 
three tints, They argue that it is 
inartistic. 


Maybe that’s true, but the point 
is overlooked that ‘Babes’ is in on 
a grind run in a two-a-day house 
and that extreme emphasis must 
be given the departure. The usual 
tasteful sign work used by Metro 
on its prior attractions would have 
no sales value here. It is necessary 
to make a loud noise, and it cannot 
better be done than with strenuous 
coloring. It would have been all 
wrong to have put over ‘Merry 
Widow’ with a similar layout, but 
this merely stresses the fact that a 
front display should be made to 
match the objective. 


Here the design is to grab the 
man who is passing by and to make 
it easy for mothers, unfamiliar to 
Broadway, who are bringing the 
kids to see this feature. With the 
hard coloring and big lettering, they 
can spot the house two blocks dis- 
tant and hear it three. 


In a more limited way it is bad 
treatment to spot a comedy or a 
melodrama with the same type of 
front as a romantic idyl. Color and 
treatment should be changed to 
match the attraction. One of the 
reasons some managers declare that 
advertising does not pay is that they 
use the wrong paint brushes, 





Helping ‘Kid’ 

Tying in with bookings of ‘Kid 
Millions,’ the Robbins Music Corp., 
which published the songs from the 
picture, sends out cards to the trade. 
These inform the music counters 
where and when the Cantor picture 
will play, and have attached an 
order blank so that the stores can 


stock up on the ditties and aid in 
exploiting the film. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Seattle. 

Bob Armstrong back at the Lib- 
erty theatre on advertising and 
publicity for the Jensen-von Her- 
berg string. 

Clarence Farrell, owner of Co- 
lonial theatre in Ellensburg, was 
kidnapped by jailbreakers and held 
captive for one day and two nights. 
One of the eggs threatened to kill 
Farrell but finally he was released, 
and the fugitives got away in his 
car. 

Willard Coghlan moves from 
Paramount to head publicity offices 
of Evergreen theatres. 





Ottawa. 
Jim Moxley is back in harness 
after an absence of more than five 
years from the Ottawa theatre field. 
Moxley opened new Victoria. 





Albany. 

More than $250 in cash and a 
large check were stolen from the 
Uptown theatre, Utica, when the 
safe was broken open. 

Variety Club presented a cigaret 
case and lighter to Chris Buckley 
in appreciation of his work in or- 
ganizing the Albany outfit. 





Fort Wayne. 

Articles of incorporation of the 
R. & C. Theatre company, author- 
ized to own, lease and conduct one 
or more theatres or other amuse- 
ment enterprises, filed this week. 
R. M. Brock is resident agent. 100 
shares of stock, no par value. R. 
M. Brock, of this city, and C. L. 
Pfundstein, Louise Brock and Fern 
Pfundstein, all of Chicago, 





Los Angeles. 
Fox West Coast shue down its 
Belmont, nabe subsequent run, for 
three days last week for interior 
remodeling. 





Oklahoma City. 

Kenneth Blackledge, Ada, Okla. 
theatre operator, has appealed to 
the state supreme court for a writ 
of habeas corpus in his ‘Sunday 
picture show’ battle with Ada police 
officials, 

The showman was convicted in 
Ada municipal court on charge of 
illegally operating a Sunday ‘mov- 
ing picture show’ and was fined $50 
and $4.75 costs. 





Montgomery, Ala. 

Eugene Parrish moves to Bir- 
mingham to open Pantages. Ed 
Bradley serving as temporary man- 
ager at Empire, 

Richard M. Kennedy, southern 
manager for R. B. Wilby houses, 
given trip to Rose Bowl football 
game on New Year's Day from all 
house managers from the chain, 





Grand (independent) will open 


Christmas Day with Galvin Stock 
Company, coming here from Bos- 
ton, Mass, 





McGregor, Ia. 
Ed Nordhus, managing the Strand 
here for the last two years, has 
purchased the house of Mrs. H. Hall. 





Toronto, 

Decision to spend $150,000 on ren- 
ovation of Loew’s downtown house 
was made at meeting here with 
Canadian stockholders and New 
York execs. ‘Business as usual’ 
will be observed during aiterations 
period, according to Joe Vogel, g.m. 
for Loew’s, 





Lynchburg. 
KE. A. Crowther of Miami, who 
formerly operated theatres in Flori- 
da, has been appointed assistant 
manager of Warner’s Trenton here. 





Lincoln. 
Allan Thamer, lately with the 
Harry Huffman, Denver theatre 


group, added to LTC’s exploitation 
forces here. 





Los Angeles. 

Three Fox-West Coast houses in 
George Bowser’s division dark last 
week to undergo interior remodel- 
ing. Houses, Plaza, San Diego; 
Palace, Long Beach, and Valley, 
El Centro. All set to reopen on 
Christmas Day. 





San Francisco. 
H. P. Franklin new manager of 
the F-WC California, replacing 
John F. Enos, resigned. 





Detroit. 

To smoke or not to smoke, is the 
question. City council passed ordi- 
nance prohibiting smoking a month 
ago, however, giving fire marshall 
discretionary powers to permit 
same where deserved. Last week 
council rescinded power given mar- 
shall, but theatres are permitting 
smoking just the same. Managers 
propose to make test case of ordi- 


nance. Twelve theatres in town 
permit smoking. 
First Division opened office in 


Film building, Milton E. Cohen man- 
ager, formerly city sales manager 
for Columbia. Fred Nugent and 
Ralph Abbott on state sales, Eddie 
Carrow handling advertising, and 
Ann Zimmerman as Cohen’s assist- 
ant. Clive Waxman, late with Uni- 
versal, city sales manager. Product 
previously handled by the Mono- 
gram exchange, 





Cleveland. 
Al Beckerich, from White Plains, 
N. Y., made manager of W-B Hip- 
podrome. Succeeds William Wat- 
son, who died recently. 


Trick Sign 

This may be of small use in @ 
big downtown house, and again they 
may fall for it. It’s a ringer in the 
smaller spots. Easy to make, and it 
keeps 'em puzzled. A one sheet or 
any desired sales copy is mounted 
on a compo board and hung to a 
frame off center and with weights 
in the top to assure that it will 
swing to an upside down position. 
If possible a small piece of brass 
tubing should be used as a bushing 
in the hole to prevent wear and 
tear. 

Sign on the base asks the passere 
by if he thinks he can make it stay 
rightside up. Plenty of people will 
be led to try and after several 
failures finally manage to get it to 
stay put. But when they demand 
a ticket they find to their chagrin 
that the sign is standing on its 
head again. 

Explanation is that there is a 
piece of soft iron, (a large washer 
will do) on the bottom of the sign, 
and an iron plate is set into the 
frame, but covered by paper. When 
an electric current is thrown into 
the latter it acts as a magnet, holde 
ing the washer and preventing tip- 
ping. Switch is operated by the 
doorman or some other person, who 
throws the current in after a time 
and then cuts it out before the 
victim can claim the ticket. It’s a 
good gag to cut out the current 
just before the claimant comes up, 
so he can see the sign do its heade 
stand. 

Even if one does not try to wark 
the sign there is a certain value to 
the upside down position. People 
always try and figure out the lettere- 
ing where they would not bother 
to read a normal sign. 





.It’s Rebuttal 


If you are in any sort of a jam 
with the Parent-Teacher outfit or 
any similar body, it will pay to book 
in ‘Babes in Toyland’ even if you 
feel you'll have to reach down the 
red ink bottle. Probably you will 
not have to, if you sell it stronvly 
enough, but even at a loss it will 
prove a profitable transaction in the 
long run. It’s one film that in its 
entire length is not hurt by a smutty 
joke, suggestive gesture or loud cose 
tuming. : 

But there will be a kickback If 
you offer this to the old-timers as 
a production of the old operetta, 
Nothing has been taken but the title 
and what that suggests in the way 
of locale. Those who come expecte 
ing to see an adult leg show will go 
out warm under the collar, so be 
careful to explain this is something 
entirely new, with plenty of Laurel 
and Hardy, but not too much. 

Then get after the kids with all 
the steam you can develop. They 
are going to love it, for it is explicite 
ly in the child mood. Offer a free 
ticket to any child who will bring 
in 10 others. Work to the school 
heads, if school is open. Try and 
get all the teachers to come to the 
opening show, if you run more than 
one day, and also get after the 
newspaper people. If the distance 
is not too great, try and get the pic- 
ture editors to be your guests at 
a prior performance in some larger 
spot. That will help very material- 
ly, but the big idea is to sell them 
the idea that here is ideal child en- 
tertainment which a lot of adults 
will probably like, too. If you can- 
not show them, talk to them about 
it. 

But don’t get them so steamed up 
that they'll write something that 





no picture possibly could live up to. 
Overselling is worse than undere 
selling. 





Building the Show 


Detroit. 








Lobby attractions is the big thing 
here, Thurman, the man with the 
penetrating eyes, held over for three 
weeks in lobby of State. Juno the 
Mystic played the lobby of Fisher 
theatre for two weeks. 

This week Jules Charbenau opens 
in the lobby of the Fox theatre for 
an indefinite engagement with his 
‘World in Miniature’ display. Con- 
sists of tiny books, machines, works 
of art, etc. Added attractions have 
been given good space in ads, re- 
sulting in additional business, 





‘LADY’ STARTS AT PAR 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Mae West’s ‘Now I’m a Lady 
started at Paramount Wednesday 
(19) with Alexander Hall directing. 


Cast includes Paul Cavanaugh, 
Janet Beacher, Monroe Owsley, 
Dewey Robinson and Grant 
Withers. 


MELVILLE BROWN’S ‘TIGER’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Melville Brown is at Fox to dle 
rect ‘Man Eating Tiger.’ 
Yarn is from a play by 
Hecht and Rose Caylor, 
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BING CROSBY ong KITTY CARLISLE 
» “Here Is My Heart” win 
Directed by Frank Tuttle. Released December 28th. 


Music and Lyrics by Ralph Rainger, Leo Robin 
end tewis Gensler... . . A Paramount Picture. 


| 


Allison Skipworth, Roland Young, Reginald Owen. 
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CLINTON HEADS 
NEW NW INDIE 
EXHIB ORG. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

With the formation here of the 
Independent Theatre Owners’ As- 
sociation by exhibitors dissatisfied 
with the manner in which North- 
west Allied States has been run and 
functions, this territory now has 
two organized groups of inde- 
pendent exhibitors. A committee of 
20 Minnesota and South Dakota 
theatre owners, meeting here, 
brought the new body into ex- 
istence and chose temporary of- 
ficials. J. B. Clinton, Duluth inde- 
pendent, named president. 


CRITERION-LOEW’S N. Y. 
ON AUCTION IN FEB. 


Criterion-Loew’s New York the- 
atre block, 44th to 45th streets, 
front site in the heart of Times 
Square, N. Y. is scheduled to go on 
the auction block under foreclosure 
proceedings in February. Walter 
Reade, who two years ago ap- 
proached Paramount on a deal to 
take over. part of the property, had 
the site under consideration follow- 
ing Par’s recent decision to let it go 
by the boards, but states he isn’t 
interested any further. 

Carrying charges on the property 
are tremendous. Criterion-Loew’s 
New York property alone, not in- 
cluding parcels behind both thea- 
tres which Par took over, the inter- 
est on the mortgage is $240,000 an- 
nually. Taxes run to $140,000. The 
City Bank Farmers Trust Co. holds 
mortgage on the theatre portion of 
the big block front. There are ad- 
ditional mortgages and tax charges 
on a hotel, stores and restaurants 
back of both houses on both 44th 
and 45th street. These additional 
parcels were taken over by Par 
about five years ago when Publix 
had ambitious plans for a gigantic 
theatre on the whole site, to be 
larger than the old Roxy. 

One of Reade’s ideas for the spot 
was a huge skating rink and ball- 
room. 

















TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
artnership lately subsisting between 
OUGLAS D. ROTHACKER and NANCY 
E. ROTHACKER, carrying on the busi- 
ness of producing and distributing mo- 
tion picture films at 729 Seventh Avenue, 
New York City, New York, under the 
firm name of DOUGLAS D. ROTH- 
ACKER was on the 2ist day of Decem- 


er, 1934, dissolved according to law. 

UGLAS D. ROTHACKER as Trustee 
will wind up the business of the 
partnership. 


DOUGLAS D. ROTHACKEDR. 











TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
starting with the 2ist day of December, 
1934, the undersigned in the future will 
carry on the business of producing and 
distributing motion picture films alone 
and in his own name. 


‘ DOUGLAS D. ROTHACKER. 











Critic Balks 


Sometimes performers balk 
at free performances on col- 
umnists’ radio programs, but 
the situation has been reversed 
in Oakland, Cal. 

In planning exploitation for 
Anne Shirley, week Dec. 20, 
for personal appearances in 
connection with ‘Anne of Green 
Gables’ (Radio), the Par- 
amount theatre there arranged 
a radio interview for Wood 
Soanes, drama ed of Oakland 
Tribune on _ paper's station, 
KLX. 

Everything was okay until 
Soanes was approached. He 
demanded compensation from 
theatre, arguing that promo- 
tion was a Paramount affair, 
not the Tribune's or his, and 
insisted that while his name 
might have a certain amount 
of draw on the air, Miss Shir- 
ley’s as yet is of small value. 
So, no interview. 

It’s the second time Soanes 
has balked on radio. Fox- 
West Coast and the Tribune 
went in for joint exploitation 
of Screen- Radio Magazine’ 
when that paper took the De- 
troit Free Press service. Cir- 
culation manager offered 
Soanes for weekly broadcasts. 
Theatre accepted, but wouldn’t 
foot the bills. Program finally 
went on with station announcer 
and theatre press agent. 

In pre-depresh days the Par- 


amount sponsored a_ weekly 
theatre survey by Soanes on 
KLX. 











ROACH STUDIO DARK 
BUT SCRIBS STAY ON 


Hollywood, Dee. 24. 

Finishing an Our Gang and a 
Laurel and Hardy comedy Thurs- 
day (20) Hal Roach studio went 
dark until after the holidays. 

Camera work is expected to be 
resumed Jan. 7 when a Thelma 
Todd-Patsy Kelly two-reeler goes 
in. Writing staff is remaining at 
work, preparing stories for the re- 
sumption. 


Bo Dowling Dies at 57 


London, Dec. 24. 

Ambrose S. (Bo) Dowling, former 
head of Radio Pictures foreign 
department, died here suddenly 
Wednesday (19) as the result of an 
attack of pneumonia, He was 57 
years old. 

Dowling’s body will be brought 
back to the U. S, for interment in 
Boston, where his family live, al- 
though he had been estranged from 
them. There is a widow and a son. 

Dowling joined Radio when it was 
still FBO, coming in with the Joe 
Kennedy crowd from Boston. He 
temained foreign manager until 
about a year ago when he headed 
European sales, with headquarters 
in London. About two months ago, 
he resigned and had been just sit- 
ting around in London, making 
plans for the future since then. 

















TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
“FROM COAST TO COAST 


A Merry Xmas and 
A Happy New Year 


SECO CCT 


FANCHON 





& MARCO 
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Hall, N. ¥., has decided to keep it |! on sale of tickets at $1 each,/ nother uniform opera an. 
no longer than seven days O while chances sold on the raffle of a! Story is by Lt. Comm. Frank 
; . it "\ car, not yet computed, is estimated | Wead and Joe Sherman. 
Thursday (27) house is bringing in to run between $2,500 and $3,000. | —_— — 
‘Little Minister’ (Hepburn) which/The net goes to combined motion | Ruskin New Yorking 
was to have come in after New | picture charities. Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Year's. Gross of $1,612 on lunches, plus} Completing work on Par's 
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DIVISION 


Chairman 
Albert Warner 


Executive Committee 


David Bernstein 
Jack Cohn 
Al Lichtman 
Louis Nizer 
Eugene Zukor 


Team Captains 


Motion Picture 
Producers and 
Distributors 


SAM MORRIS 
Warner Bros. 
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Legitimate Theatres 


MARCUS HEIMAN 
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PHIL BAKER 
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LOUIS BERNSTEIN 
J. J. BREGMAN 
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ROBERT CRAWFORD 

EDWARD MORRIS 

SIGMUND ROMBERG 
HENRY SPITZER 
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Trailers 


HARRY GOETZ 
JACK GOETZ 
HERMAN ROBBINS 


Booking Offices 


ABE LASTFOGEL 
WILLIAM MORRIS, JR. 
MARVIN H. SCHENCK 

LOUIS K. SIDNEY 


Motion Picture and 
Theatrical Attorney 
LOUIS NIZER 


Trade Papers 


JACK ALICOATE 
MAURICE D. KANN 
SID SILVERMAN 
CARL F. ZITTEL 


Orchestras and 
Vaudeville Stars 
BORIS MORROS 


Burlesque Theatres 
MAX RUDNIOK 


Orchestra Leaders 
EDDIE DUCHIN 


Musicians 
MICHAEL MARKEL 
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Will You Be There 


When the Federation 


Roll Is Called ? 


Come on, Boys! Keep up the good work! 


We of the Amusement Industry must make GOOD 


our promise. 


You don't want this fine unk to fail. 


do we. 


So come through, Boys. 
a good cause yet. 


FEDERATION 


Charitable Institutions 


and Its 91 


NEEDS 


You've never ignored 


YOU 


Federation for the Support of Jewish Philanthropic Societies of 
New York City, the efficient “community chest” for 91 leading 


NOW! 


welfar- agencies, including seven nationally-known hospitals 


MOUNT SINAI 


LEBANON 





whose services are given without regard to race, color, or creed, 
must wipe out a $2,071,000 deficit by December 31 in order to 
balance its $3,655,000 budget. Federation helps more than a quar- 
ter of a million people every year. 


Federation NOW more than ever 


_ - ~_ -_ - == -_ —_— —_ 


,; ALBERT WARNER, Chairman, 


| 221 West 44th St., New York 


before December 31, 1934. 


Name 


Address 


Treasurer of 


-— _——_— eee ee 


BETH ISRAEL 
MONTEFIORE 
BEDFORD HILLS SANITORIUM 


before, 


I hereby make a special donation of $.......... 


Federation 


HOSPITAL FOR JOINT DISEASES 
JEWISH MATERNITY HOSPITAL 


These unfortunates need 


., payable 


eeeveeveeeeeeeee eevee eeeevreeeeeeeeeeee eee eeeees 


Please make checks payable to Walter E. Beer, 


Neither 
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is D ved Butler, Screen play by William 
n. Slory by David Butler and Edwin Burke 
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CINCY EXHIBS 
TAKING RAP 
ON 3%, TAX 


Cincinnati, Dec. 34. 


Looks like Cincy exhibs will take 
it on the chin for the Ohio general 
gales tax of 3%, which becomes ef- 
fective Jan. 10 and tosses out the 
present 10% state amusement levy. 
That's the plan most favored by the- 
atre operators in preparing for ad- 
mish changes under the new set-up. 
If it's adopted the pix trade will be 
one of very few lines absorbing the 
general sales tariff. 

Under the dual Federal and Ohio 
10% amusement taxes, ace theatres 
were charging 44c top, thus escap- 
ing the Federal levy, which starts 
at 4ic, and allowing 4c on each 
ticket for the state tariff. 

Under the state 3% sales tax, by 
charging 40c top a theatre will pay 
1.2c tax on each ticket, the tax ap- 
plying on _ gross. receipts. That 
means 88.8c for the exhib on every 
40c ticket. 

If the above plan goes through, 
nabes will likely be compelled to 
shave a nickel off of their top price, 
mostly 30ce., 


Silverberg Critical; 
Lansing Fire Victim 


Harry Silverberg, Michigan raep- 
resentative for National Screen Ser- 








vice, was a victim of the tragic 
Kerns hotel fire at Lansing. His 
room was on third floor. He made 


his escape from third floor to win- 
dow sill, where he hung on till 
flames forced him to let go. He 
dropped three stories through glass 
marquee, which saved his life, but 
dangerously cut his legs and body. 
He is now in a serious condition at 
Lansing hospital. 

Charles Powell of Chicago office 
handling office till Silverberg’s 
fteturn. 


Se 


Tom Gorman’s Hipp 





Tom Gorman has taken over the 
Hippodrome, New York, and will 
run the house as a double-feature 
grind spot starting immediately at 
15 and 25c. 

Gorman is in on a short-notice 
basis, house being set for legit next 
season. He was managing director 
of the Hipp when it was a big-time 
Keith vaude house years ago. 











MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 

















GUS8 and ANDY’'S 


Somerset Restaurant 


RATPS zx&xkk*k FOR THER 
FOOD (NOT WINCHELL). 





—POLLY MORAN 


©. S—THAT BREAKFAST IDEA 
TIL 8 P.M. IS SWELL, 








LISTLESS STRIKE 


Coast Camera Group 


Lockout 


Alleges 





Hollywood, Dee, 24. 

Listless strike called by the 
Motion Picture Workers’ Industrial 
Union, vertical organization em- 
bracing all crafts, against the 
Mitchell Camera Co. has been on 
for a week with nothing untoward 
happening. Union claims its mem- 
bers. were locked out by Mitchell 
when they asked for a raise. 
Camera firm claims it merely shut 
down, due to overproduction and 
the yearly inventory. 


Crafts embraced by the union 
working at Mitchell’s are machin- 
ists and tool and die makers, Union 
was organized about eight months 
ago, has around 1,200 members. It 
is not affiliated with the AFL. 


DENVER SHOWDOWN 
ON AUTO GIVEAWAY 


Denver, Dec. 24. 


The Denham theatre will go be- 
fore the grievance board Friday (28) 
ih an attempt to prove Harry Huff- 
man has violated the order of the 
Code Authority, which upheld the 
decision of the local board that his 
weekly auto giveaways were an un- 
fair trade practice and should be 
stopped. The Denham will ask the 
board to issue an order to ex- 
changes to stop film service to 
Huffman. When and if this is done, 
Huffman will at once go into fed- 
eral court to seek an injunction, 
and, if refused, will appeal to the 
U. 8. Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Huffman has had one auto give- 
away since his appeal was denied, 
and another is due Christmas night. 
Huffman has two franchises—Fox 
and Warner Bros.—and he will con- 
tend in court that the board has no 
right to interfere either with these 
or with any pictures that are al- 
ready contracted for on other con- 
tracts. 


Mayer Relinquishing 
His 507% of Criterion 


Arthur Mayer is relinquishing his 
50% interest in the operation of the 
Criterion, N. Y., with John Goring 
taking it over entirely under ar- 
rangements with the City Bank 
Farmers Trust Co. which holds a 
$4,000,000 on this and the Loew’s 
New York property, Goring 
was interested 50% with Mayer un- 
der the deal made for their opera- 
tion of the house close to a year 
ago when Paramount, which had a 
lease on the Criterion for many 
years, gave up. 

Theatre on a couple of occasions 
under the Mayer-Goring setup went 
two-a-day, but otherwise it has op- 
erated under a continuous policy, 
scaled at present to 65c. 

Following ‘West of Pecos’ (Radio), 
which comes in Thursday (27), Gor- 
ing has booked ‘Wandering Jew,’ 
produced in England by Twicken- 
ham and sold here by M. J. Kandel, 
independent distributor. 

















Criterion, N. Y., Duals It 
Awaiting Next Picture 


The Criterio., N. Y., showing 
‘Dealers in Death’ (Topical), went 
dual Dec. 19 adding ‘Night Alarm’ 
(Majestic) to the bill. It’s the first 
instance of a Breadway first run 
showing double features. Policy 
adopted only as A&A temporary 
measure, 

House will continue with duals 
until arrival of the next feature, 





‘West of the Pecos’ (Radio) which 
will be lone bilied. 
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DIME DUCT BAN (Shoestring Exhibs Playing Oldie 
Revivals Have Everybody Squawking 


NEAR EXPLOSION 


Exhib-Distribs Fencing Over 
10¢ Permission — Ex- 
changes Cut Off Service 
as Theatres Break No- 
Dime Clause — South 
Bend, Chicago Hot Spots 





MAY ASK EXHIB VOTE 





Chicaga, Deo. 24. 


Film exchanges here are in a 
tough spot in their attempts to pre- 
vent 10c. admissions from coming 
back into this territory They are 
clamping down on service on all the- 
atres breaking out with dime tickets 
but each day ft gets worse with 
more and more exhibs suddenly 
kicking the bottom out of their b.o. 
prices and letting the public in for 
the thin silver. 

Exchanges are watching so as to 
cut off service as quickly as possible 
when the dime ticket goes into ef- 
fect. But in many of these hide- 
aways as much as two and three 
weeks elapse before the distribs get 
wise to the slice. 

Three territories stand out as the 
hotbeds of the dime situation—west 
Madison street, south State street 
and the entire city of South Bend, 
Ind. The Indiana town is driving 
the exchanges screwy trying to keep 
tab on the lightning changes of 
policy and prices. Battle in South 
Bend gets hotter each day with a 
big majority of theatres now show- 
ing double features for 10c. despite 
the fact that both twin bills and 
dime admissions are banned by 
present contracts. 

Distribs are waiting momentarily 
for some exhib to rush into court 
with a suit asking the court to force 
the exchanges to continue service 
despite dimes or twin bills. And 
the exchanges are not certain that 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Exhibitors all over the country 
are steaming over increase of shoe- 
string operators who, at low prices, 
run single and double bills of old 


pictures which have played all other 
theaters and virtually been forgot- 
ten about by the public. Theatre 
chains and major producer-distribu- 
tors are also complaining, without 
knowing exactly what to do since 
problem involves a wrestling match 
between theatres and sales depart- 
ments, 


Operators are hollering not only 
because 10 and 25c houses are book- 
ing old product, much of it has long 
since run through its normal circu- 
lation of playdates, but over the 
manner in which such houses are 
advertising the pictures. Favorite 
stunt is to book an old Mae West 
picture, for example, at a time when 
her latest is placed on first run re- 
lease. The old picture, hailed as 
Mae West’s best, etc., without em- 
phasis on the title, is claimed to be 
often mistaken for the newest West 
production. The revival houses have 
little diffculty getting product, it is 
pointed out. 

Trouble, as theatre men view it, 
is that the average distributor sees 
extra late coin on the old film book- 
ings and would deprecate the loss 
of this by-product of the regular 
routine bookings. Some of the 
houses playing oldies dig them up 
when they’re four and five years 
old, occasionally picking up a pic- 
ture which started off some star 
who since then has become box of- 
fice. In such cases the revival spots 
play the name up big on marquee 
and in whatever advertising they 
use, burying the title, or if using 
it, doing so on the assumption that 
public doesn’t remember titles so 
well anyway after a year or more. 

Not tmprobable that exhibitors 
and chain men will attempt to 
write something into the code to 
outlaw revivals except where strict- 
ly advertised as such and possibly 
then, too. Only other solution seen 
as likely is an agreement through 


the Hays’ office with all majors 
binding themselves to satisfactory 
restrictions. Difficulty there may be 
the danger of anti-trust repercus- 
sions from the revival operators, 
whom such restrictions would af- 
fect, the average distrib being afraid 
to act in concert with other dis- 
tributors on any such problem. 


HARRY SHERMAN LOOKS 
SET FOR M-G STUDIO 


Harry Sherman may join the 
Metro studio in Culver City in a 
capacity as yet unannounced, prob- 
ably on the staff of Sam Katz, pro- 
duction executive. Katz sent for 
Sherman, who is in New York now, 
and he sails Saturday (29) for Los 
Angeles via the Canal, taking his 
family with him. 

Sherman was with Publix under 
Katz as director of special relations, 
which took in all labor matters. 








Par Studioites’ 75 % 
Settlements on Claims 


Holding money attached on suits 
brought from the outside against 
George Bancroft, Cary Grant, Gene 
Raymond (Raymond Guion) and 
Fred L. Datig prior to bankruptcy, 
the Par trustees have decided to 
offer 75% of amounts claimed re- 
turnable. After some question as to 
what should be done, and whether 
the garnished salaries should be 
treated as general claims, the trus- 
tees suggested the 75% compromise 
settlement to Special Master John 
E. Joyce during the past week. 

Since Par held back the monies 
claimed due, the suits causing the 
holdouts were lost, leaving the 
money in control of the bankruptcy 
trustees. Proposal is to pay over 
75% of $4,442 to Bancroft; of $1,000 
to Raymond; of $300 to Grant and of 
$332 to Datig. 
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Wishing Everybody 


Happiness at Christmas 


And Throughout the 


Coming Year 


— Ted Lewis 
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BOOKED.. 


Albany, N. Y., Palace 
Altoona, Pa., Capito! : 
Atlantic City, N. J., Stonley 
Appleton, Wisc., Appleton 
Birmingham, Ala., Ritz 
Boise, Idaho, Rialto 
Bokersfield, Cal., Fox 
Baltimore, Md., Hippodrome 
Boston, Mass., Keith 
Boulder, Colo., Curran 
Butte, Mont., Rialto 
Buffalo, N. Y., Greot Lokes 
Casper, Wyo., American 
Cheyenne, Wyo., Lincoln 
Chicago, Ill., Palace 
Cleveland, Ohio, Hippodrome 
Columbus, Ohio, Palace 
Cedar Rapids, lowa, /owa 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Palace 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Tivoli 
Clarksburg, W. Va., Ritz 
Durham, N. C., Carolina 
Detroit, Mich., Fox 
Des Moines, lowa, Orpheum 
Davenport, lowa, Orpheum 
Dayton, Ohio, Keith 
Danbury, Conn., Palace 
Dubuque, lowa, Orpheum 
Erie, Pa., Worner 
Fond du Lac., Wisc., Reflow 
Ft. Collins, Colo., America 
Great Falls, Mont., Liberty 
Huntington, West Va., Keith Albee 
Hershey, Pa., Community 
Hot Springs, Ark., Royal 
Helena, Mont., Mariaine 
Hollywood, Cal., Hollywood 
Hartford, Conn., Strand 
Jamestown, N. Y., Winter Garden 
Johnstown, Pa., Combria 
Kansas City, Mo., Main Street. 
Knoxville, Tenn., Tennessee 
Lawrence, Mass., Palace 
Lowell, Mass., Keith 
Los Angeles, Cal., Hil/street‘ 
Lancaster, Pa., Grand 
Lincoln, Nebr., Stuart 
Little Rock, Ark., Capifol 
Lynchburg, Va., Trenton 
Lewiston, Me., Empire 
Lexington, Ky., Kentucky 
Minneapolis, Minn., Orpheum 
Memphis, Tenn., 
Orpheum 
Marion, Ind., 
Paramount 
Missoula, Mont., 
Wilma 
Montgomery, Als., 
Paramount 
Milwaukee, Wisc., 
Warner 
Mansfield, Ohio, 
Ohio 
Morgantown, W. Ya., 
Warner 
New Castle, Pa., 
Penn 
New Orleans, La., 
Orpheum 
Newport News, Va., 
Paramount 
New Bedford, Mass., 
State 
New York 
Radio City 
Nampa, Idaho, 
Mojestic 
New Britain, Conn., 
Strand 
Omaha, Nebr., 
Brandeis 
Oshkosh, Wisc., 
Strand 
Pierre, S. D., Grand 
Philadelphia, Pa., Boyd 
Petersburg, Va., Bluebird 
Providence, R. 1., A/bee - 
Portland, Ore., Music Box 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Stanley 
Parkersburg, W. Va., Smoot 
Portland, Me., Empire 
Paducah, Ky., Columbia 
Rochester, N. Y., Palace 
Richmond, Va., Byrd 
Reading, Pa., Astor 
Raleigh, N. C., State 
Racine, Wisc., Venetian 
Salem, Va., Solem 
Syracuse, N. Y., Keith 
San Francisco, Cal., Golden Gate 
St. Louis, Mo., Orpheum 
St. Paul, Minn., Orpheum 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Orpheum 
Scottsbluff, Neb., Egyptian 
South Norwalk, Conn. Palace 
Sheboygan, Wisc., Sheboygan 
Sheridan, Wyo., Lotus 
Springfield, Mass., Poramount 
Springfield, Ohio, Regent 
Toronto, Canada, Uptown 
Trenton, N. J., Lincoln 
Troy, N. Y., Proctor 
Toledo, Ohio, Pantheon 
Winston-Salem, N. C., Corvolina 


Wilmington, Del., Aldine 


Weve wie pos” AND MORE i> 4 
Worcester, ‘Mess. Warner T H A N 1 0 0 Pa * 


Waterbury, Conn., Sicte 


Jr ita, han OTHERS ass 


SIGHT UNSEEN! 


AND PLAYING THIS HOLI- 
DAY SEASON IN MORE 
THAN 200 KEY CITIES 


the most important playing time of 
the year reserved by the great 
circuits and leading independent 
houses for the most eagerly awaited 
production in years! 















SIR JAMES M. BARRIE’S 


THE LITTLE 
MINISTER 


“2m © 

Me Thruout America, in hundreds of local news- 
fe papers, a great NATIONAL ADVERTISING 
; CAMPAIGN of full and half-page ads will tell 
| 20,000,000 people of this new and glorious 
| wx ow we x 

RKO-RADIO PICTURE with 


pJOHN BEAL * ALAN HALE 
ma DIRECTED BY RICHARD WALLACE 
& PANDRO @ BERMAN PRODUCTION 





triumph of the screen’s outstanding star! 
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Office: 

Harold Auten "Sic sway, nN. Y. Cc. 

Autumn Crocus (British). Charming film from Anthony play, with femme 
appeal. Dir. Basil Dean. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 6. 

Blaue_ von Himmel, Dos (Ger). Musical romance. Martha Eggert. Dir. 
Victor Jarson. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 

End of the World (‘Fin du Monde’ (Fr). Scientific dream based on Flammarion 
novel. Dir. Abel Gance. 65 mins. Rel. April 15. 

Es war Einmal Ein Walzer (German). Musical romance with Lehar music. 
Martha Eggerth. Dir. Victor Jansen. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Loyalties (British). Drama from the Galsworthy play. Dir. Basil Dean. 170 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 30. 

Melo (German). Sensitive study of psychological difficulties. Elisabeth Berg- 
ner. Dir. Paul Czinner. 93 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 6. 

Poll de Carotte (Red Head) (French). A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. .1 Rev. Dec. 20. 

Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Chesterfield New York, N. ¥. 


Curtain Falls, The. Old actress impersonates aunt of a wealthy family .o 
make old age secure. Proves a good genius. Henrietta Crosman. Dir. 
Chas. Lamont. 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Fugitive Road. An Austrian-Italian border story. 
sane, Leslie Fenton. Dir, Frank Strayer. 
Nov. 20. 


Ghost Walks, The. 


Eric von Stroheim, Wera 
69 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 


\ : A mystery comedy. Cast, John Miljan, June Collyer. Dir. 
Frank Strayer. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

One in a Million. Department store background for a love story. Chas. Star- 
rett, Dorothy Wilson. Dir, Frank Strayer. 62 mins. Rel, Sept. 15. 

Port of Lost Dreams. ‘Tragedy along the waterfront and on the tuna fisheries. 
Wm. Boyd, Lola Lane. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Sons of Steel. A new deal drama of fathers and sons. Charles Starrett, Wm. 
Bakewell, Polly Ann Young. Dir. Charles Lamont. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

World Accusers, The. A woman's fight against the world alone. Vivian Tobin, 
Russell Hopton, Dickie Moore. Dir. Charles Lamont. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 


Offices, 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 
John Mack 
61 mins. Rel. 


Scudio: Gower at Sunset, : 
Hollywood, Cal. Columbia 

Against the Law. Gangster mixup with an ambulance crew. 
Brown, Sally Blane, Arthur Hohl. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 
Oct. 25. Rev. Dec. 18. 

Among the Missing. Wealthy old lady does a Haroun al Raschid and enjoys 
herself hugely in the underworld before she returns to her family. Rich- 
ard Cromwell, Henrietta Crosman, Billi Seward. Dir. Al. Rogell. 71 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Nov. 6. 

Behind the Evidence. Newspaper man smokes out a master mind, 
Foster, Donald Cook, Sheila Mannors. Dir. Lambert Hilyer. 

Broadway Bill. Race track story based on one of Mark Hellinger’s yarns. 
Myrna Loy, Warner Baxter. Dir. Frank Capra. 90 mins. Rel, Dec. 
8. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Best Man Wins, The. 


Norman 


Edmuygd Lowe, Jack Holt in a familiar outline. Flor- 


ence Rice as the girl. ir. Earle Kenton. Rel. Jan. 5 

Captain Hates the Sea, The. Riotous nautical comedy of a mixed passenger 
list. Victor McLaglen, Wynne Gibson, Alison Skipworth, John Gilbert. 
Dir. Lewis Milestone. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Dec. 4. 


Call to Arms. Willard Mack, Sheila Mannors, Esther Ralston. Dir. Willard 


Mack. Rel. Jan. 12. 
Carnival. Lee Tracy, Sally Eilers, Jimmy Durante. Dir. Walter Lang. 
Defense Rests. Story of a lawyer who defended gangsters. Jack Holt, Jean 
Arthur Dir. Lambert Hillier. 70 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 21. 


Innocent girl, sentenced to prison, finds a haven and love. 


Fugitive Lady. 
Dir. Al. Rogell. 66 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. 


Neil Hamilton, Florence Rice. 
Rev. Dec. 11 

Girl In Danger. 
Shirley Grey. 
Nov. 6. 

i'll Fix It. Political fixer discovers he can’t fix love. Jack Holt, Mona Barrie, 
Winnie Lightner. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. 
Nov. 20. 

Jealousy. Jealous prize fighter has a vivid dream while taking the count. 
Nancy Carroll, George Murphy. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 66 mins, Rel. 
Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Lady by Cholce. Fan dancer adopts a mother, who brings her happiness. 
Carole Lombard, May Robson, Roger Pryor. Dir. David Burton. 77 mins. 
tel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Lady !s Willing. Investment victim kidnap banker's wife. She falls in love 
with her captor. Leslie Howard, Binnie Barnes. Dir. Gilbert Miller. 
66 mins. Rel. July 30. Rev. Aug. 14. 

Men of the Night. Romance of a detective. Bruce Cabot, Judith Allen. Dir. 
Henry Freulich. 58 mins. Rel. Nov. 28. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Mills of the Gods. Industrial story of the depression. May Robson, Fay Wray, 
Victor Jory. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 67 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Name the Woman. Politics and a girl reporter. Arline Judge, Richard Crom- 
well. Dir. Al Rogell. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Once a Gentleman, Tullio Carminati, Lilian Harvey, Tala Birel. 
Schirtzinger. 

One Night of Love. Romance of an opera star. Grace Moore, Tulin Car- 
maniti, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Victor Schnitzinger. 84 mins. Rel. Sept. 
Rev. Sept. 11. 

Passport to Fame. 


‘Inspector Trent’ story of a lost emerald. Ralph Bellamy, 
Dir. D. Ross Lederman. 61 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. Rev. 


Dir. Victor 


Edw. G. Robinson, Jean Arthur. Dir. John Ford. Rel. 


Jan. 12. 

Prescott Kid, The. McCoy western. Sheila Mannors. Dir. David Selman. 
66 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 

Square Shooter. Tim McCoy, Jacqueline Wells in a Western. Dir. David 
Selman. 57 mins. Rel. Jan. 31. 


Theatrical man gets no thanks in farcical romp. Frank 


That's Gratitude. 
Dir. Frank Craven. 67 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. 


Craven, Mary Carlisle. 

Rey. Nov. 6 
Westerner, The. 

Rel. Dec. 10. 


White Lies. Rich society girl falls for the big, brave cop. 
Fay Wray, Victor Jory. Dir. Leo Bulgakov,. 63 mins. 


DuWorld 


Melodrama and animals. 


Tim McCoy, Marion Shilling. Dir. David Selman, 57 mins. 


Walter Conolly, 
Rel. Nov. 27. 


Office: 729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


Beast of Borneo. John Preston, Mary Stuart. 70 


mins Rel. July 15. 

Blue Light. (Austrian and Italian.) Mountain romance among Italian Dolo- 
mites. Directed and starring Leni Riefenstahl. Rel. Sept. 15 

Bride of Samoa. South Sea featurette. Dir. Phil. Brown. 30 mins. Rel. 
March 1, 

Dawn to Dawn. Artistic rural story. Julie Hayden. Dir. Cameron McPher- 
son. 35 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 9. 


Girl in the Case. Comedy in the Continental manner. Jimmy Savo, Eddie 
Lambert, Dorothy Darling. Dir. Eugene Frenke. 60 mins, Rel. Oct. 1. 

Hollywood, City of Dreams (Sp). Jose Bohr. Spaniard’s impression of 
cinematown. 68 mins. Rel. March 30. 

Kocha, Lubi, Szanuje (Polish). Young love in Poland, with music. Dir. 
Michal Wyzynski. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Man Who Changed His Name (British). An old Edgar Wallace yarn re- 
vived. Dir. Henry Edwards. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 23. 
Norah O’Neale (British). Irish yarn. Dir. Desmond Hurst. 70 mins. Rel. 

Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 80. 
Romance 'n Budapest (Hung). 
April 15. Rev. May 165. 
Sword of the Arab. Adventures of American cowboys in Arabia. George 
Durrell, Duncan Renaldo. .Dir. Alfred Smalley. 30 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
Tell Tale Heart (British). Edgar Allan Poe thriller. Dir. Desmond Hurst. 
50 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. June 19. 


Franciska Gaal. Musical. 70 mins. Rel. 


° = 0. Bidg., 
First Division °°" 6.0, Bisa... 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 

One-time famous actress uses her talents in an entirely novel 
role; and stages one final glorious comeback. Henrietta osman, 
Dorothy Lee, Wm, Bakewell. Dir. Charles Lamont. 68 mins. 

Fugitive Road. Eric von Stroheim, Wera Engels, Leslie Fenton. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Giri of the Limberlost. The famous Gene Stratton Porter clade. Mesias 
Marsh, Ralph Morgan, Louise Dresser, Eddie Nugent. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. 

Green Eyes. Murder at a masquerade party. Wm. Bakewell, Shirle hag 
Charles Starrett, Claude Gillingwater. r.Richard Thorpe. Rel. July 30. 

Giri ef My Dreams. College life and college romance, Mary Carlisie, Hddte 


Gurtain Falls. 


69 mins. 
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These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference, 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
‘oom showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New York 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 


Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Jack Oakie, Katherine DeMille, 
Reginald Owen, ‘Call of the Wild’, 
20th Century. 
John W. Grey, writing original 
for Langdon short, Col. 
Lawrence Riley, screen play, ‘Bra- 





zen’, Par, 
Walter Cc. Kelly, ‘McFadden’s 
Flats’, Par. 
Frances Langford, ‘Vogues of 


1935’, Par. 

Fred Kohler, Gilbert Emery, ‘Now 
I’m a Lady’, Par. 

Joseph Sauers, Howard Wilson, 
Charles Wilson, Russell Hopton, 
‘Car 99’, Par. 

Lee Kohlmar, Julia Graham, Sam 
Godfrey, ‘Win or Lose’, Par. 

Charles Sellon, ‘Caprice Espag- 


nole’, Par, 

Andy Devine, ‘Hold ‘Em Yale’, 
Par. 

Jim Tully, John Lynch, screen 


play, ‘The Raven’, U. 
— E. Stone, ‘Hold ’Em Yale’, 
ar, 

O. P. Heggie, ‘A Dog of Flanders’, 
Radio. 

Virginia Reed, ‘Puzzle of the Pep- 
per Tree’, Radio. 

Peter Milne, scripting ‘From the 
Dark Stairway’, WB. 

Joan Blondell, ‘Traveling Sales- 
lady’, WB. 

Benny Rubin, Ben  Markson, 
screen play, ‘Molly and Me’, WB. 

Bette Davis, ‘Green Cat’, WB. 

Roy Chanslor, scripting ‘Green 
Cat’, WB. 

Jean Parker, ‘Princess O'Hara’, U. 

Prudence Anderson, Dana Bur- 
nett, screen play, ‘Shining Adven- 
ture’, Fox. 

Isabel Jewell, Regis Toomey, Ar- 
thur Byron, Harvey Stephens, Eddie 
Brophy, Bert Roach, Richard Tuck- 
er, Bernard Siegel, ‘Shadow of 
Doubt’, Metro, 

Phil Regan, ‘Caliente’, WB. 

Walter Lang, directing untitled 
musical, Radio. 

Jenie LeGon, 
Radio. 

Maxwell Anderson, scripting ‘So 
Red the Rose’, Par. 

Arthur Kober, screen play, ‘Recipe 
for Murder’, Fox: 

Cortland Fitzgibbons, 
‘Crimson Ice’, Par. 

; Anthony Coldeway writing orig- 
inal, ‘Devil’s Cargo’, Col. 

Lambert Hillyer, writing and di- 
recting ‘Bodyguard’, Col. 
na Helen Mack, ‘Terror By Night’ 

ar. 


untitled musical, 


adapting 


Marion Marsh, John Buckler, 
‘Eight Bells’, Col. 
R. William Neill, directing 


‘Gimpy’, Col. 

Jack McGowan, acripting ‘Broad- 
way Melody,’ Metro. e 

Sam Neufeld, directing ‘Northern 
Frontier,’ Ambassador. 

Kermit Maynard, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald, Russell Hopton, LeRoy Ma- 
son, Ben Hendricks, Jr., Walter 
Brennan, Lloyd Ingraham, ‘North- 
ern Frontier,’ Ambassador. 

George Nicholls, Jr., directing 
‘Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard,’ Radio. 

Francis Faragoh, screen play, 
‘Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard,’ Radio. 

Anne Shirley, ‘Crime of Sylvestre 
Bonnard,’ Radio. 

Dorothy Fields, James McHugh, 
scripting untitled musical, Radlo, 

Lou Gensler, Sig Herzig, adapting 
original, Radio. 

Al Boasberg, writing Wheeler- 
Woolsey original, Radio 

Betty Holt, ‘Midsummer Night’s 


Dream,’ WB, 

Maurice Chevalier, ‘Her Oard- 
board Lover,’ Metro, 

Joan Crawford, ‘No More Ladies,’ 
Metro. 

Charles Laughton, ‘Cecil Rhodes,’ 
Metro. 

George Baxter, Mack Gray, Hal- 


(Continued om page 25) 





Nugent, Creighton Chaney, Arthur Lake, Stering Holloway, Gigi Parrish. 
Dir. Ray McCarey. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Happy Landing. Story of the U. S. air border patrol. 
line Wells. 68 mins. Rel, Sept. 1. 

Jane Eyre. Screen adaptation of the Charlotte Bronte classic. Colin Clive, 
Virginia Bruce, Aileen Pringle. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Oct. 1. 

King Kelly. Dance director and his girl dancing troupe swap contracts on 
way to Paris, and bring prosperity to a mythical Belgravian kingdom 
via crooning, dance routines, etc. Romantic comedy with music. Guy 
Robertson, Irene Ware. Dir. Leonard Fields. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Man from Utah. John Wayne western. 62 mins. Rel. July i. 


Manhattan Love Song. Two orphaned Park Avenue society deb sisters, forced 
to go to work, change places with their servants who go ‘society.’ 
Dixie on Robert Armstrong. Dir. Leonard Fields. Rel. May 30. Rev. 


Ray Walker, Jacque- 


Sept. 
Moonstone. The Wilkie Collins novel of the disappearance of a famous gem. 
an, SPAR Phyllis Barry. Dir. Reginald Barker. 60 mins. Rel. 
ept. 18. 


One in a Million. Romance of a department store employee and the boss’ 
+ pom aed Wilson, Charles Starrett. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. 
Nov. 15. 

Port of Lost Dreams. 
reformed and is happily married to a sea-faring man. 
(screen) Boyd, George Marion, Edward Gargan. 

Redhead. Romance of a disowned playboy son and an artist’s model with a 
past. Bruce Cabot, Grace Bradley, Burton Churchill, Regis Toomney. 
Dir. Melville Brown. ~ Rel. Nov. 30. 

Shock. Shell shock world war victim unknowingly falls in love all over 
again with the wife he married before going to the front.. Ralph Forbes, 
Gwellian Gill, Munroe Owsley. Dir. Roy Poweroy. 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Woman’s Man. Hollywood inside story. John Halliday, Marguerite de la 
Motte, Wallace Ford. Dir. Edward Luddy. 68 mins. 

Young Eagles. Boy Scout adventures in wilds of Central America. Twelve 
episode serial. Dir. Harry Hoyt. Rel. July 1. 


Studios: Burbank, ° ° Dffices: 321 W. 4th St. 
eis ” Calif. First National - New York, N. 7. 


Babbitt. Upton Sinclair’s ‘Main Street... Guy Kibbee, Aline McMahon. Dir. 
Wm. Keighley. 75 mins. Rel. Dec. 8. Rev. Dec, 18 

British Agent. Adapted from the novel about intérnational spies. Leslie 
Howard, Kay Francis. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Rev. Sept. 25. 

Dragon Murder Case. 
garet Lindsay. 
Aug. 28. 

Flirtation Walk. West Point story. Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Pat O’Brien. 
Dir. Frank Borzage. 95 mins. Rel. Dec,,1. Rev. Dec. 4. 

Gentlemen Are Born. Four college boys battle the world.. Franchot Tone, 
Jean Muir, Ann Dvorak, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 


A gun moll’s past catches up with her after she has 
Lola Lane, Bill 


Warren William, Mare 


Philo Vance detective yarn. 
Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. 


Dir. Bruce Humberstone. 65 mins. 


75 mins. Rel. Nov. 17. Rev. Nov. 27. 
Happiness Ahead. Window. washer wins success. Dick Powell,. Josephine 
Hutchinson. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 16. 


Comecy in a fake auction room. Pat O’Brien, Ann Dvorak, 
Dir. Robt. Florey. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. 
Lost Lady, A. Willa Cather’s story. Barbara Stanwyck, Frank Morgan, 

Ricardo Cortez. Dir. Al. E. Green. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 9. 


Man with Two Faces, The. From the stage play, ‘Dark Tower.’ Edw. G. Rob- 
inson, Mary Astor. Dir. Archie Mayo. 73 mins. Rel. Aug. 8 Rev. 


1 Sell Anything. 
Claire Dodd, Roscoe Karns. 


July 17. 

Midnight Alibl. Heart interest melodrama from Damon Runyon’s ‘Old Doll's 
House.’ Richard Barthelmess, Ann Dvorak, Helen Lowell, Helen 
Chandler. Dir. Alan Crosland, 59 mins. Rel. July 21. Rev. July 10. 


Return of the Terror, The. Mystery drama with plenty of heart interest. 
Mary Astor, Lyle Talbot, John Halliday, Frank McHugh. Dir. Howard 
Bretherton. 63 mins. Rel. July 7. Rev. July 17. 

Six Day Bike Rider. ‘Thrills and spills in a bike race. 
Lloyd Bacon. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 6 


Fo Offices: 444 West 66th St. 
Hollywood, Cal. x New York. NY. 
Baby Take a Bow. ‘The Fox child star comes through again. Shirley Temple, 


Bachelor of Arts. From John Erskine’s recent novel. Tom Brown, Henry 
Walthall, Anita Louise. Dir. Louis King. Rel. Nov. 23. 


Joe E. Brown. Dir. 


Studio: Fox Hillis, 


Caravan. Romantic story based on ‘Gypsy Melody.’ Chas. Boyer, Loretta 
Young, Jean Parker, Louise Fazenda Dir. Erik Charell. 102 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 28. Rev. Oct. 2. 


Comedy done from a story by Clarence Budington Kel- 


Cat’s Paw, The. 
101 mins. Rel. 


land. Harold Lloyd, Una Merkel. Dir. Sam Taylor. 
Aug. 17. Rev. Aug. 21. 

Charlie Chan in London. Another detective yarn. 
ton, Mona Barrie. Dir. Eugene Forde. 79 mins. 


Warner Oland, Drue Ley- 

Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. 

Dude Ranger, The. Geo. O’Brien, Irene Hervey. Dir. Eddie Cline. 64 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 21. 

East River. Story revolving around an underwater tunnel. Edmund Lowe, 
Victor McLaglen, Marjorie Rambeau. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Dec. 7. 

Ellnor Norton Claire Trevor, Hugh Williams. Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. 
Rel. Nov. 2. 

First World War, The. 
governments. Lawrence Stallings, editor. 
Nov. 13. 

Gambling. From the George M. Cohan play. 
Dir. Rowland V. Lee. 82 mins, Rel. Nov. 2. 


Grand Canary. Warner Baxter, Madge Evans. 


Hitherto unreleased film from the archives of several 
77 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. 


Geo. M. Cohan, Wynne Gibson. 
Rev. Dec. 11. 


Dir. Irving Cummings. 73 


mins. Rel. July 13. Rev. July 24. 
Handy Andy. Will Rogers. Peggy Wood. Dir. David Butler. 81 mins. Rel. 
July 27. Rev. Aug. 7. 


Hell in the Heavens. Air story. Warner Baxter, Conchita Montenegro. Dir. 
John Blystone. 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 9. Rev. Dec. 18. 


Judge Priest. Based on the Irvin Cobb stories of down south. H. B. Walthall, 
Tom Brown, Anita Louise. Dir. John Ford. Rel. Oct. 5. Rev. Oct. 16. 


Lottery Lover. Pat Paterson, Lew Ayres. Dir. Wm. Thiele. Rel. Nov. 30. 


Lovetime. Musical romantic story. Pat Paterson, Nils Asher, Herbert 
Mundin, Harry Green. Dir. Jas. Tinling. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. 
Nov. 6. 


Done from the novel of the same name. Spencer Tracy, 


Marie Gallante. 
Dir. Henry King. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 26. 


Ketti Gallian, Helen Morgan. 
Rev. Nov. 27. 

Music tn the Air. Foreign musical story. Gloria Swanson, John Boles. Dir. 
Joe May. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 30. Rev, Dec. 18. 

Peck’s Bad Boy. Story of an adopted son and an understanding man. Jackie 
Cooper, Thomas Meighan, Jackie Searle. Dir. Eddie Cline, 69 mis. 
Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. Oct. 9. 

Pursued. Romantic drama. Original. Rosemary Ames, Victor Jory. Pert 
Kelton. Dir. Louis King. 70 mins. tel. Aug. 24. Rev. Nov. 27. 
Servants’ Entrance. Janet Gaynor and Lew Ayres decide to spend their 

honeymoon earning their own living. Both engage in domestic service. 
All works to a happy ending. Dir. Frank Lloyd. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 7%. 
Rev. Oct. 2. ‘ee ' a 4 ' 
Sailors. Navy romance in Shanghai an 4os Angeles. 
and gy gg ag al Mitchell and Durant. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 82 
Rev. July 31. 


mins. Rel. July 6. 
She Was a Lady. Helen Twelvetrees, Robert Young. Dir. John Blystone. 
68 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Aug. 28. 


365 Nights in Hollywood. James E. Dunn, Alice Faye, Mitchell & Durant. Dir. 

Geo. Marshall. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Nov. 13. 

Twenty-four Hours a day. Claire Yrevor, Gilbert Roland. Dir. Hamilton Mace 
Fadden. Rel. Nov. 23. 

White Parade, The. Loretta Young, John Boles. 
mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 13. 

Trevor. Harry Green. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 


Dir. Irving Cummings. 80 


Wild Gold. John Boles, Claire 
17 mins. Rel. June 8 Rev. July 31. . 

World Moves On, The. A love story which covers a century. Madelk ine Care 
roll, Franchot Tone. Dir. John Ford. 104 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. Rev. 
July 2. 

of Office: 1600 Broadway, 
Gaumont-British rs + a 

Chu Chin Chow. Arabian tales in musical form. | Anna May Wot g, Frits 
Kortner. Dir. Walter Forde. 95 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26 

Evensong. Musical dramatization from the Beverley Nichols novel Evelyn 
Laye, Fritz Kortner, Carl Esmond, Alice Delysia, Conchita Supervia. 
Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Jack Ahoy. Comedy with song and dance. Jack Hulbert, Nancy O'Neil, Al- 
fred Drayton. Dir. Walter Forde. Rel, Dec. 3 

Evergreen. Musical adaptation from Cochran's. stage production, Jessie 


(Continued on page 25) 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 23) 


Matthews, Sonnie Hale, Betty Balfour, Barry Mackay, 
ville, Rel. Jan. 8, 1935. 
fron Duke, The. Drama hased on Duke of Wellington at Battle of Waterloo. 
George Arliss, Ellaline Terris, Gladys Cooper, A. E. 
Aynesworth, Dir. Victor Saville, Rel. Jan., 1935. 
Friend. Drama of a child’s devotion and influence. 
Dir. Berthold Viertel. Rel, Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 23. 





Dir, 


Little Nora Pilbeam. 


Man of Aran, Irish story with preponderantly beautiful photography. Dir. 
Robert Flaherty. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Power (Jew Suss). Dramatization of Stern Feuchtwanger novel. Conrad 
Veidt, Benita Hume. Dir. Lothar Mendes. 105 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rey. 


Oct. 9 
Princess Charming. 


Yvonne Arnaud, 
«Rel, Jan., 1935. 


Musical comedy in a mythical kingdom. 
George Grossmith, Max Miller. Dir. 


Evelyn Laye, 
Maurice Elvey. 


Office: 1776 Broadway, 


Liberty New York, N, Y. 
No Ransom, From Damon Runyon’s ‘The Big Mitten.’ Letla Hyams, Phillips 
Holmes. Dir. Fred Newmeyer. 70 mins. Rel. Oct, 26. 

Once to Every Bachelor. Honeymoon with a hired bride. Marian Nixon, Nefl 
Hamilton, Aileen Pringle. Dir. Wm, Nigh. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 14. 
School for Girls. eform school drama. Sidney Fox, Paul Kelly, Lois WiI- 

son, Anne Shirley. Dir. Wm, Nigh. 73 mins. Rel. Mar, 22 
Sweepstake Annie. Society crooks frame sweeps winner. Tom Brown, Marion 
Nixon, Wera Engels. Dir. Wm, Nigh. 77 mins. Rel. date not set. 

Take the Stand. Murder of a columnist. Jack La Rue, Thelma Todd, Gail 
Patrick. Dir. Phil Rosen. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Two Heads on a Pillow. Matrimonial warfare. Neil Hamilton, Miriam Jor- 
dan. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 78 mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 9. 

When Strangers Meet. Mixup in a bungalow colony. Rich, Cromwell, Arline 
Judge. Dir. Wm. C. Cabanne. 73 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Without Children. Modern drama of divorce. Marguerite Churchill, Bruce 
ae, Mey Brent, Reginald Denny. Dir. William Nigh. 81 mins, Rel. 
not set. 


Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City 

New York City 
winning the city boss’ 
Warner. Dir. Spencer 


Majestic 

Night Alarm, The Newspaper story with a reper 
daughter. Bruce Cabot, Judith Allen, H. B, 
Bennett. 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Oct. 2. 


Scarlet Letter, The. Hawthorne's dramatic classic. First sound filming. Col- 
leen Moore and Hardie Albright. Dir. Robert Vignola. 70 mins. Rel. 


Sept. Rev. Sept. 25. 
She Had to Chose. Texas girl goes to Hollywood and back again. Not a 
studio story. Sally Blane, rry Crabbe. Dir. Ralph Cedar. 62 mins. 


Rel. Oct. 1. 
The Perfect Clue. 


Rev. Sept. 25. 
David Manners, Skeets Gallagher, Dorothy Libaire. Dir. 


Robt. Vignola. 64 mins. Dynamic detective mystery thriller. 
Offices, 1776 Broadway 
Mascot , New York, N, ¥. 
Crimson Romance. Two lads, one American and one German, find that 


friendship can lick even war. .Ben Lyon, Sari Maritza, James Bush, 
Hardie Albright, William Bakewell, Erich von Stroheim. Dir. David 
Howard. 67 mins. Released Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 16. 

In Old Santa Fe. Story of a dude ranch knick-knack salesman who falls in 
love with the ranch owner’s daughter. He is accused of murder but all 
difficulties are clarified with startling suddenness. Ken Maynard, Eva- 


lyn Knapp, H. B. Warner, Kenneth Thomson, George Hayes. -Dir. David 
Howard. Rel. Nov. 20. 
Marines Are Coming, The. As Lieut. ‘Wild Bill’ Traylor, U.S.M.C., the 


screen's irresistible bad boy, finds himself torn between love for two 
women until, facing disgrace, he plunges into a war ‘somewhere south 
of Mexico’ and from then on things rush pell-mell toward a gigantic 
climax. William Haines, Esther Ralston, Conrad Nagel, Armida. Dir. 
David Howard. Rel. Dec. 4. 


Little Men. Jo of Little Women as a school mistress. 
cott’s story. Ralph Morgan, Erin O'’Brien-Moore, Trent Durkin. 
Phil Rosen. Rel. Dec. 25 


“vu. 
Young and Beautiful. Story of a press agent who bullds his sweetheart to 
stardom nad nearly loses her. William Haines, Judith Allen, Joseph 
Cawthorn, Wampas Baby Stars. 


Dir. Joseph Santley. 63 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 1, 


From Louisa May Al- 
Dir. 


Offices: 1540 Broadw 
Metro New York. Ne. Y 


Babes In Toyland. Child story, with the Victor Herbert music. Laurel and 
Hardy, Charlotte Henry. Dir. Gus Mein, Chas. Rogers. 77 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 30. Rev. Dec. 18. 


Barretts of Wimpole Street. Based on the play by Rudolf Besier. 
Shearer, Fredric March, Charles Laughton. 
Sept. 21. Rev. Oct. 2. 
Biography of a Bachelor Girl. 
“Biography ” 
Rel, Oct. 26. 
Chained. Joan Crawford in love with two men. Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin. 
Dir. Clarence H. Brown. 73 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. Rev. Sept. 3. 
Death on the Diamond. Murder in the big .eagues. Based on the novel by 
Cortland Fitzsimmons. Robert Young, Ted Healy, Madge Evans. Dir. 
Edward Sedgwick. 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. Sept. 2!. 


Evelyn Prentice. District attorney's wife saves a girl wrongly accused of 
her own crime. Wm. Powell, Myrna Loy. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 78 
mins, Rel. Nov. 8 Rev. Nov. 13. ; 

Gay Bride, The. From Francis Coe'’s ‘Repeal.’ Carole Lombard, Chester 
Morris. Dir. Jack Conway. 82 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. Rev. Dec. 18. 

Girl from Missourl. The small town girl lands her millionaire. Jean Harlow, 
Franchot Tone, Lionel Barrymore. Dir. Jack Conway. 69 mins, Rel. 
Aug. 3. Rev. Aug. 7 

Have a Heart. Jean Parker as a crippled little doll-maker. 
Dir. David Butler. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Oct. 23. 

Hide Out. The gangster goes rural and reforms. Robt. Montgomery, Maureen 
O'Sullivan. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 80 mins. Rel. Aug. 24. Rev. Aug. 28. 

Merry Widow. Based on the world-famous operetta by Franz Lehar. Maurice 
Chevalier, Jeanette MacDonald. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Rel. not set. 
Rev. Oct. 16. 

Outcast Lady. Based on a novel by Michael Arlen. Constance Bennett. 
Herbert Marshall. Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Rel. Sept. 28. Rev. Nov. 6 

Painted Veil. Based on the novel by Somerset Maugham. Greta Garbo. 
eg anpsenen. Dir. Richard Boleslavsky. 84 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. 

ev. ce. 11, 


Paris Interlude. Based on the play, ‘All Good Americans,’ by S. J. and Laura 


Studios: Culver City, 
Callf. 


Norma 
Dir. Sidney Franklin. Rel. 


Based on 8. 


N. Berhrman’s successful play, 
Ann Harding, Robert Montgomery. 


Dir. E, H. Griffith. 


Spencer Tracy 


Perelman, Otto Kruger, Madge Evans, Robert Young, Dir. Edwin L. 
Marin. 73 mins. Rel. July 27. 

Stamboul Quest. Spy story. Myrna Loy, Geo. Brent. Dir. Sam Wood. 85 
mins. Rel. July 13. Rev. July 17. 


Straight Is the Way Released convict story. Franchot Tone, May Robson, 
Karen Morley. Dir. Paul Sloan. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Student Tour. Musical comedy about collegians on a European tour. Charles 
Butterworth, Jimmy Durante, Maxine Doyle. Dir. Charles Riesner. Rel. 
Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 16. 

Treasure Island. The Stevenson story. Wallace Beery, Jackle Cooper, Lionel 
Barrymore. Dir. Victor Fleming. 109 mins. Rel. Aug. 17. Rev. Aug. 21. 

What Every Woman Knows. Based on the play by Sir James M. Barrie. 


SaaS eaten Brian Aherne. Dir. Gregory La Cava. Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. 
Co . e . 


Wicked Woman. A story of a faithful mother, Mady Christians, Jean Parker, 
Chas. Bickford. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 71 mins. Rel. Dec. 7. Rev. 
Dec, 18. 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: R. K. O. Building, 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 


Girl of the Limberlost, A. Gene Stratton-Porter story. Marian Marsh, Ralph 
pa | on Dresser. Dir, Christy Cabanne, 80 mins, Rel, Oct 15. 
tev. Nov. 13. 


Girl o’ My Dreams. College romance with track team events. Mary Carlisle, 


Creighton Chaney, Sterling Holloway, Eddie Nugent, GiGi Parrish. 65 
mins. Dir. Ray McCarey. Rel. Nov. 17. 
Flirting with Danger. Three buddies play with dynamite and love. Robert 


Armstrong, William Cagney, Edgar Kennedy, Marion Burns, Maria Alba. 


Rel. Dec. 1. 70 mins. 
Happy Landing Story of the U. S. afr border patrol. Ray Walker, Jacqueline 
Vells. 63 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Aug. 28. 


Healer, The. From novel by Robert Herrick. Dir. Reginald Barker. 
Jane Eyre. Charlotte Bronte’s classic. Colin Clive, Virginia Bruce. 
; Christy. 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 

King Kelly of U. S, A. Guy Robertson, Irene Ware. 
Rev. Deo, 18, 


Dir. 


66 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Victor Sa- | 





Matthews, Allan | 


Lawiess Frontier (Lone Star). 
bury. 654 mins. Rel. Nov. 


Lost In the Stratosphere. Romance of two members of oly 


— Wayne, Sheila Terry. Dir. BR. MW. Brad- 


patrol amid sei- 


entific experiments. June Collyer, William Cagney, Eddie Nugent. 64 
mins. Nov. 16. 

Man from Utah, The. (Lone Star). John Wayne, Polly Ann Young. 56 mins. 
Rel. May 165. 


Million Dollar Baby. Fond parents try to palm over their little boy as another 
girl movie find to win fame and riches. Arline Judge, Ray Walker, 
Jimmy Fay, George E. Stone. Rel. Dec. 29. 

Monte Carlo Nights. Innocent suspect traps his man at famous casino and 
wins the girl. Mary Brian, John Darrow. 63 mins. Rel. May 20. 


Moonstone, The. Wilkie Collins story of disappearance of famous gem. David 


Manners, Phyllis Barry, Dir. Reginald Barker. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. 
Sept. Sept. 18. 
Money Means Nothing. Wallace Ford, Gloria Shea. 70 mins. Rel. June 15. 


tev. July 24. 

Mysterious Mr. Wong. Story of the twelve coins of Confuclus. 
Bela Lugosi, Wallace Ford. Rel. Dec. 22. 

‘Neath Arizone Skles, (Lone Star). John Wayne, Shella Terry. 
Rel. Dec. 22. 

Nut Farm, The. Movie-struck family takes husband’s all to crash Hollywood, 
with hilarious results. Wallace Ford. Rel. not set yet. 

Rainbow Valley. (Lone Star). John Wayne, Lucille Brown. 


Reckless Romeos. Comedy adventures of two hard-boiled eggs who are 
afraid of nothing but each other. Robert Armstrong, William Cagney. 


Arline Judge, 


52 mins 


Red Head. Boy and girl work out their social salvation in a lunch wagon. 
Bruce Cabot, Grace Bradeley. Dir, Melville Brown. 77 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 20. 


Shock. Ralph Forbes, Gwellian Gill, Munroe Owsley. Shell-shock victim re- 
turns from World War, falls in love with the wife he had married just 
before going to front, and hates his unknown rival till his identity ts re- 
established. Dir. Roy Pomeroy. 66 mins. Rel, Aug. 1. Rev. Nov. 20. 

Sing-Sing Nights. Three men accused of murdering the same man tell cir- 
cumstances which are checked by lie detector, proving two are innocent. 
Hardie Albright, Boots Mallory, Jameson Thomas, Conway Tearle, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk. (Note: Tearle stars). 60 mins, Rel. Dec, 15. 

Star Packer, The. (Lone Star.) Jobe Wayne, Verna Hillie. Dir. R. N. Brad- 
bury. 54 mins. Rel. July 20. 

Trall Beyond, In the, John Wayne, Verna Hillie. 56 mins. Rel. Oct. 22. 

Women Must Drese. Intricate ways of fashion salon people almost causing 
young romance of daughter to end in disaster. Minna Gombell, Gavin 
Gordon, Suzanne Kaaren, Robert Light and Monogram contest winners. 
Rel, Jan. 3. 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. ¥ 


Rel. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon &t. 
Hollywood. Callf. Paramount 


Wife. Sylvia Sidney, Gene Raymond. Dir. Dave Lelsen. 


Behold My 
Dec. 7. : 
Belle of the '90’s. Backstage in burlesque. Mae West. Dir. Leo McCarey. 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 26. 
Cleopatra. tian spectacle with modern dialog. Claudette Colbert, War- 
a William, lasaer Wilcoxson. Dir. Cecf! De Mille. 102 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 16. Rev Aug. 21. 
College Rhythm. Musical type story. Joe Penner, Lanny Ross, Jack Oakie, 
Lyda Roberti. Dir. Norman Taurog. 76 mins. Rel. Nov. 23. Rev. Nov. 27. 
Claud 


Crime Without Passion. Lawyer trap a A a needless fake alibi. 
Rains, Margo. Dir. Ben Hecht, Chas. acArthur. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 
17. Rev. Sept. 3. 


Father Brown, Detective, New type of mystery 
Michael. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. Rel. Dec. 1 

Here Is My Heart. Musical. Bing Crosby, Kitty Carlisle. 
Rel. Dec, 28. 

Home on the Range. Western. Randolph Scott, Jackie Coogan, Evelyn 
Brent. Dir. Jacobsen. Rel. Dec, 21. 

it’s a Gift. W. C. Fields, Baby LeRoy, Jean Roueveral. Dir. Norman Mco- 

Leod. Rel. Nov. 30. 

Ladies Should Listen. Parisian tele 
aire. Cary Grant, Frances 
Tuttle. 61 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. 

Lemon. Drop Kid, The. From the 
Tracy, Helen Mack, Dir. Marshall Nielan. 60 mins. Rel. 
Rev. Oct. 80. 

Limehouse Biues. Story of the London Chinatown. Geo. Raft, Jean Parker, 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Alex 63 mins. Rel. Nov. 9. Rev. Dec, 138. 

Menace. Three people who live in fear of death. Gertrude Michael, Paul 
Cavanaugh, Henrietta Crossman. Dir. Ralph Murphy. 58 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 26.° Rev. Nov. 37. . 

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cobtnep Patch. Talk version of the old favorite. Pauline 
Lord, ZaSu Pitts, W. C. Fields, Dir. Norman Taurog. 78 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 19. Rev. Oct. 30. 

Notorious Sophle Lang. Story of international 
Michael, Paul Cavanaugh. Dir, Ralph Murphy. 
Rev. July 24. 

Now and Forever. 
Cooper, Carole Lombard, 

. Rev. O 


ct. 16. 
Old Fashioned Way. W. C. Fields, Joe Morrison, in a road show in the 
"90s. Baby Ye 69 mins. Rel. 


story. Paul Lukas, Gertrude 
4. 
Dir. Frank Tuttle. 


hone girl helps a South American million- 
rake, Ed. Everett Horton. Dir. Frank 
Rev. July 31. 


Damon Runyon story in Colliers. Lee 
Sept. 28. 


thieves. Gertrude 


jewel 
Rel. July 20. 


60 mins. 


‘Little Miss Marker’ type story. Shirley Temple, Gary 
Dir. Henry Hathaway. 83 mins. Rel. Aug. 


The, 
Roy, Judith Allen. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. 


July 6. Rev. July 17. 

One Hour Late. Joe Morrison, Helen Twelvetrees, Conrad Nagel. Dir. Ralph 
Murphy. Rel. Dec. 21. 

President Vanishes, The. From current sensational novel of same title. 
Arthur Byron, Janet Beecher, Paul Kelly. Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. 80 
mins. Rel. Jan. i1. Rev. Deo, pe 

Pursuit of Happiness, The. From the stage play about bundling. Joan 
Bennett, ancis Lederer. Dir. Alex Hall. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. 
Nov. 10. 


Ready for Love. Small town romance of an actress’s daughter. Ida Lupino, 


Rich. Arlen. Dir. Marion Gering. 62 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Dec, 4 
Scarlet Empress, The. Story of Catherine of Russia. Marlene Dietrich, John 
Lodge. Dir. Jos. von Sternberg. 104 mins. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Sept. 18. 
She Loves Me Not. Stage play. Girl in college dormitory masquerades as a 
boy. Miriam Hopkins, Bing Crosby. Dir. Elliot Nugent. 85 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 11. 
Wagon Wheels. Western for a Zane Gray story. Randolph Scott, Gail Patrich. 
Dir. Chas. Barton. 56 mins. Rel. Sept. 14. Rev. Oct. 9. 
You Beiong to Me. State story with Helen Mack, Lee Tracy. Dir. A. L. 
Worker. 67 mins. Rel July 27 Rev. Sept. 18. 
Office: 1270 Sixth Ave., 


Principal New York. N.Y. 
Chandu on the Maglio Island. Mystery—sequel to Return of Chandu. Bela 
Lugosi, Clara Kimball Young, Dean Benton, Phyllis Ludwig. Seven reels. 
Return of Chandu, The. Mystery story. Bela Lugosi, Clara Kimball Young, 
Dean Benton, Phyllls Ludwig. Seven-reel feature, followed by elght 
two-reel serial episodes. Rel, Oct. 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg., 


Btudlos: ede ~ R.K.O. Radio Radio Gity, N.¥.C 


Adventure Girl. Joan Lowell goes down to Guatemala in her 48-foot schooner, 
‘The Black Hawk,’ and has a series of thrilling adventures trying to 
find a sacred emerald. Joan Lowell, Capt. Wagner, Bill Sawyer, Otto 
Siegler, Capt. Jack the mascot. 76 mins. Rel. Aug. 17. Rev. Aug. 14. 

Age of Innocence. A romance of the 1830's. A man and woman sacrifice 
their love on the altar of oy Irene Dunn, John Boles, Helen Westley, 

© 


Julia Haydon. Dir. Philip eller. 8314 mins. Rel. Sept. 7 Rev. 
Oct. 23. 
Anne of Green Gables. The story involves the adoption, life and development 


of Anne, an orphan, at Avonlea on Prince Edward Island. Anne Shirley, 
Tom Brown, Helen Westley, O. P. Heggie, Sara Haden. Dir. George 
Nichols, Jr. Rel. Nov. 23. 

Bachelor Ball. The story of @ matrimonial agency run by a timid young 
man and the gangsters who try to make it Into a racket. Stuart Er- 
win, Pert Kelton, Skeets Gallagher, Rochelle Huysdon. Dir. 
Stevens. Rel. July 27. 

By Your Leave. An American couple just entering into middle life take a 
short vacation away from each other, only to return secretly, relieved 
that tt is all over. Frank Morgan, Genevieve Tobin, Neil Hamilton, 
Marian Nixon, Glenn Anders, Gene Lockhart, Dir. Lloyd Corrigan, 82 
mins. Rel. Nov. 9. 

ier: A costume story with Bert 
eee Shetme Toad, Dorothy Lee, Noah Beery. 


George 


Wheeler and Robert Wool- 
Dir. Mark Sandrich. 72 


mins. Rel. June 29. Rev. July 31. 
rous Corner. A year after he commits suicide a dead man is ex- 
aaa PO of theft by his brother, who demands that the group of friends 


] red tell him the whole truth instead of trying to con- 
= Te ee Cuataie Bruce, Erin O’Brien-Moore, Conrad Nagel, 
Melvyn Douglas, Ian Keith, Betty Furness, Henry Wadsworth, Doris 
Lioyd. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66% mins. Rel. Oct. 5, 

. verished millionaires take a party of pay- 

er ae —_ “a Fox, Mary Boland, etieaes Blackmer, 
Polly Moran, Ned Sparks. Dir. Pau! Sloane. Rel. Aug. 3. Rev. Sept. 25 
Enchanted April, Under the enchantment of Italian sunshine, and a romentic 





(Continued on page 27) 
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VARIETY 





lene Hill, Peggy Watts, Alf 
James, Hooper Atchley, ‘Rumba, 
Par. 

Tito Guizar, ‘Adois Argentina,’ 
Fox. 

Bodil Rosing, ‘King of the Ritz,’ 
WB. 

Wallace Beery, Mickey Rooney, 
‘Hero’s Son,’ Metro, 


Addison Richards, Dorothy Tree, 
Berton Churchill, Mart Treen, Mary 
Russell, ‘King of the Ritz, WB. 

Phil Rosen, directing ‘Mistaken 
Identity,’ Col. 

Jack Holt, ‘Jim Burke’s Boy,’ Col, 

Warner Oland, ‘Charlie Chan's 
Danger,’ Fox. 

Mona Barrie, Gilbert Roland, ‘S 
cret Lives,’ Fox, 

Bruce Humberstone, directing ‘Se- 
cret Lives,’ Fox. 

Earle Snell, writing original 
‘Unknown Woman,’ Col. 

Sidney Sutherland, writing origi- 
nal for ‘I Confess,’ Col. 

Ann Sothern, Fred Keating, ‘The 
Black and White Revue,’ Radio. 

Le Roy Prinz, staging dance num- 
bers for ‘Big Broadcast of 1935,’ 
Par. 

Grace Moore, ‘On Wings of Song,’ 
Col. 

Jo Swerling, Sidney Bruckman, 
screen play, ‘On Wings of Song,’ 
Col. 
Victor Schertzinger, directing ‘On 
Wings of Song,’ Col. 

Gene Raymond, Wynne Gibson, 
‘Black and White Revue,’ Radio. 

Vina Delmar, writing varn for 
‘Hands Across the Table,’ UA. 

Miriam Hopkins, ‘Hands Across 
the Table,’ UA, 

George Raft, 


ee 


for 


‘Gambler Maxim,’ 


z 

Gene Towne, Graham Baker 
screen play, ‘Gambler Maxim,’ Par, 

George Seitz, directing ‘Shadow of 
Doubt,’ Metro. 

Regis Toomey, ‘Shadow of Doubt,’ 
Metro, 

Arthur Teacher, Howard Ente 
whistle, Neil Fitzgerald, ‘Vanessa— 
Her Love Story,’ Metro, 

Selma Jackson, ‘While the Patient 
Slept,’ WB. 

Lionel Belmore, 
field,’ Metro. 

Gladys Gale, ‘Gypsy Sweetheart,’ 
WB. 

Russ Powell, ‘King of the Ritz,’ 
WB. 

Leroy Mason, ‘Mystery Man,’ 
Mono; ‘Call of the Wild,’ 20th Cen- 
tury. 

Betty Holt, 
Dream,’ WB. 

Bartlett Cormack, 
‘Torchbearers,’ Fox. 

John Ford, Dudley Nichols, screen 
play, ‘The Informer,’ Radio. 

Walter De Leon, scripting 
Broadcast of 1935,’ Par. 

Marguerite Roberts, John Balder- 
ston, screen play, ‘End of the 
World,’ Par. 

Peter Milne, scripting ‘From the 
Dark Stairway,’ WB. 

Benny Rubin, Ben Markson, 
scripting ‘Molly and Me,’ WB. 

Harrison Jacobs, adapting 
vate Property,’ Col. 

Tito Coral, ‘Now I'm a Lady,’ Par, 

Stanley Anderson, Fred Sullivan, 
Phillips Smalley, Walter MeGrail, 
George MacQuarrie, ‘All the King’s 
Horses,’ Par. 

Christy Cabanne, directing 
‘Keeper of the Bees,’ Mono. 

‘Claude Binyon, Byron Morgan, 
scripting ‘Stolen Harmony,’ Par. 

Norma Krasna, screen play, ‘The 
Milky Way,’ Par. 

Frank Conroy, ‘Call of the Wild,’ 
20th. 

Si Bartlett, 
Pirates,’ WB. 
Sir Guy Standing, ‘Car 99,’ Par, 
Robert Light, ‘Reckless,’ Metro, 
Glenda Farrell, ‘Caliente,’ WB, 
Gene Sheldon, ‘Roberta,’ Radio. 

Otto Hoffman, Douglas Walton, 
‘Captain Hurricane,’ Radio. 

Gertrude Purcell, scripting 
Feather in Her Hat,’ Col. 

Earle Snell, screen play, ‘Unknown 
Woman,’ Col. 

John Wexley, scripting ‘They Also 
Serve,’ Radio. 

Tom McGuire, Jim 
Winning Ticket,’ Metro 

Stuart Casey, ‘Reckless,’ Metro. 


‘David Copper- 


‘Midsummer Night's 


scripting 


‘Big 


‘Prie 


screen play, ‘Social 


‘A 


Farley, ‘The 


Betty Furness, ‘The Milky Way,’ 
Par. 

Ben Stoloff, directing ‘Hold ’Em 
Yale,’ Par. 

William Frawley, Buster Crabbe, 
Warren Hymer, George KBarbier, 
‘Hold "Em Yale,’ Par, 


Marina Schubert, ‘Car 99,’ Par. 

Mary Foy, ‘Win or Lose,’ Par. 

Doris Anderson scripting untitled 
yarn at Col. 

John Colton, screen play, ‘Were- 
wold of London,’ U. 

William Gargan, Ann Dvorak, 
Dorothy Tree, Allen Jenkins, Robert 
Barret, Gordon Westcott, ‘King of 
the Ritz,’ WB. 

Frank McGann, directing ‘King of 
the Ritz,’ WB. 


Dolores Del Rio, ‘Caliente,’ Wh, 

Lloyd Bacon directing ‘Caliente.® 
WB. 

Clarence Wilson, Joe Young, Doris 
McMahon, Wilfred Lucas, Herbert 
Evans, Rosa Gore, George and Olive 
Brasno, Gang comedy, Roach, 

Mae Busch, Charies Hill, James 
Morton, ‘Tit for Tat,’ Roach. 

Edward Keene, ‘Naughty Marle 
etta,’ Metro. 

Sidney Blackmer, ‘Little Colonel,® 
Fox 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 
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medieval 


castle, love comes to fou inh » : 
Hardir =. : a a5 Oo ur unhappy English wome 
aap i 1g, eek Morgan, Katharine Alexander, Reginala Ov oom ~~ 
axter ir, Harry Beaumont. Rel. Jan. 25 “mn, Jane 


Fountain, The. From the Chas 
Paul Lukas. Dir. John Cromwell. 85 mins. 
Divorcee, The. When Mimi tries to 
Holden for the applicant and although 


Morgan novel. Ann Harding, Brian Ahern 


Rel. Aug. 31. Rey. Sept. 3 
lire a gigolo she mistakes Guy 
they fall in love with each other 


Gay 


ll a eer him until the confusion is cleared up Ginger 

tp ta Be we ge “se Brady, Edward Everett Horton Erik 
S, Eric iore, . 32 ric 7 i ' z 

age] ir, Mark Sandrich. 107 mins. Rel. Oct. 19. Rev. 


Grand Old Girl. Glorifying the Ameri 
‘ j By, ) y rican scl | ‘ > 
Pring Fred MacMurray, Alan Hale sot Phy one 
Jan. 18, ; 


Gridiron Flash. An habitual! criminal becomes a footb 
versity and proves that the essential fundamen 
ally present in everybody. 
Edgar Kennedy. 

Hat, Coat and Glove. 


May Robson, Mary 
Dir. by John Robertson. Rel. 


a neve at a large unt- 
J ais of good are basic- 
Eddie Quillan, Betty Furness. G i 

Dir. Gienn Tryon. Rel. Oct’ 260 0" nt Mitchell, 


A murder story of a husband who has to defend his 


wife’s lover against an indictment of murde Ri 3 
Beal, Barbara Robbins. Dir 4 Min Me uhen hk 
cae ee a . ir. Worthington Miner... 64 mins. Rel. Aug. 


His Greatest Gamble. A father, in pris 
rea " FE prison for murder, escapes in 
re his daughter from her domineering mother. ‘Richard Dix, pb 
ilson. Dir. John Robertson. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 3. Rev. July 24. 
ontnty Kernéis. A pair of out-of-work vaudevilliang adopt a small ‘boy 
S 10 turns out to be heir to a large Kentucky estate which is involved 
e gn, . agg tad on estate. Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey 
Mary Cz Sle, Spanky cFarla y r ir i y ' 
San be” ee nd, Noah Beery. Dir. George Stevens. 
Let’s Try Again. After ten years of marri ; ' 
vy ° ! ed life, a couple decide to try. new 
partners, only to discover that the habit of being together is too athone 
Clive Brook, Diana Wynyard, Irene Hervey, Helen Vinson. Dir. Worth. 
ington Miner. 67 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. June 26. 
Lightning Strikes Twice. A fast-moving farce whi¢h concerns itself with an 
amusing tangie of identities that_result from two young men bringing 
. —_ 7 pe Becery ary Ben Lyon, Thelma Todd, Pert Kelton 
48 ope Crews, ‘Skeets’ Gallagher, Chick Chandler, Walt : 
Dir. Ben Holmes. 64 mins. Rel. Dec. 7, create 


Little Minister, The. The romance of a young Scotch minister and a gypsy 
irl, Who really is the ward of a nobleman of the district. Katharine 
Hepburn, John Beal,-Alan Hale. Dir, Richard Wallace. Rel. Dec. 28. 


Of Human Bondage. A poignant Story of a man who fac 
i" e. E es life as a partia 
cripple. Leslie Howard, Bette Davis, Reginald Denny. Reginald. Shef- 
oom. Alan Hale. Dir. John Cromwell. 83 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. 
July 2 , 

Red Morning. Adventure in a primitive section of Papua, New Guinea. Steffi 
a ie 1 Toomey, Raymond Hatton. Dir. Wallace Fox. 66 mins. 
i a ec, e 

Richest Girl in the World. Wealthy girl seeks non-mercenary suitor. Miriam 
Hopkins, Joel McCrea, Fay Wray. Dir. Wm. A. Seiter. 80 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 2). 

Romance in Manhattan. A young Czecho-Slovakian enters the United States 
(his ‘promised land’) illegally and finds happiness and the chance for 
a successful future. Francis Lederer, Ginger Rogers, Arthur Hohl, 
gg A ~~ J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir, Stephen Roberts. 77 mins. 
e}. Tan, 11, 

Thelr ane Semen. A comedy Creme with a supernatural twist and murder 
mystery. Zasu s, Slim Summerville, Bruce Cabot, .R M , 
Dir. James Cruze. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 11. —_ — 

Silver Streak, The. A fast-action melodrama in which the famous stream- 
lined train of the Burlington Railroad plays the star part. Sally Blane, 
Charles Starrett, Hardie Albright, William Farnum. Dir. Thomas At- 


kins. 72 mins. Rel. Dec. 21. 
We're Rich Again. How a woman gets her man by helping her family out of 
financial difficulties. Edna M@éy Oliver, Billie Burke, Marian Nixon. 


Dir. William A. Seiter. Rel. July 13. Rev. Sept. 3. 

Wednesday's Child. The effect of divorce upon children. 
Karen Morley, Franklie Thomas. 
Oct. 26. Rev. Dec. 18. 

West of the Pecos. The locale is the Pecos county in New Mexico. A young 
girl, disguised as a boy, regenerates an outlaw and wins happiness. 
Richard Dix, Martha Sleeper, Samuel Hinds, Fred Kohler. Dir, Phil 
Rosen. 66 mins. Rel. Jan. 4. 

Woman in the Dark. A fast-paced melodrama about a paroled convict who 
is involved in saving a beautiful society girl from the town cad. Fay 
Wray, Ralph Bellamy, Melvyn Douglas, Roscoe Ates. Dir. Phil Rosen. 


69 mins. Rel. Oct. 26. 
United Artists Oe 7 Seventh Ave... 


Affairs of Cellini, The. The tove life of Benvenuto Cellini. Fredric March. 

Constance Bennett, Frank Morgan, Fay Wray. Dir. Gregory La Cava. 
tel. Aug. 24. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back. Further adventures in crime solution. Ron- 
ald Colma, Loretta Young, Warner Oland, Charles Butterworth, Una 
Merkel. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 80 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Aug. 21. 

Glive of India. The story of Clive, who founded a new British dominion— 
India. Ronald Colman, Loretta Young, Francis Lister. Dir, Richard 
Boleslawski. Rel. Jan. 25. 

Count of Monte Cristo, The. The famous Dumas’ classic about the man who 
found a fabulous fortune and used it to revenge a great wrong. Robert 
Donat, Elissa Landi, Louis Calhern, Sidney Blackmer. Dir. Rowland 


Edward Arnold, 
Dir, John Robertson. 68 mins. Rel. 


V. Lee. Rel. Sept. 7. Rev. Oct. 2. 
Kid Millions. Musical spectacle in the U. S. and Egypt. Eddie Cantor, Ethel 
Merman. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 28. Rev, Nov. 13, 


dast Gentleman, The. Shrewd and elderly millionaire cleverly foils the plans 
of his son to chisel his money away. George Arliss, Edna May 
ee Beecher and Ralph Morgan. Dir. Sidney Lanfield. Rel. 

ept. 21. 

Qur Daily Bread. Disinherited folks from all walks of life begin all over on 
an abandoned farm, Karen Morley, Tom Keene, and Barbara Pepper. 
Produced and directed by King Vidor. Rel. Sept. 28: Rev. Oct. 9 

Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round. Mystery rides the waves.’ Music in one 
room, murder in the next. A gambler, an heiress, a comedian and a 
detective accused of a crime that rocked the whole ocean. Jack Benny, 
Gene Raymond, Nancy Carroll, Sidney Blackmer. Dir. Benjamin Stoloff. 
88 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 6. ' 

®rivate Life of Don Juan. Don Juan discovers that, deprived of his name and 
reputation, he’s no greater lover than the next fellow. Douglas Fair- 


banks, Merle Oberon, Benita Hume. Dir. Alex Korda. 92 mins, Rel. 
Nov. 80. Rev. Oct. 19 and Dec. 18. 
Runaway Queen. A merry maelstrom of revolution and romance. Anne 


Neagle and Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. Rel Dec. 21. 


We Live Again. A vivid new version of Tolstoy’s immortal ‘‘Resurrection.” 
Anna Sten, Frederic March, Jane Baxter, C. Aubrey Smith. Dir. Rouben 


Mamoulian. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rev. Nov. 6 
Studio: Universal City, . Offices: 30 Rockefeller Center 
Calif. Universal New York, N. Y. 


Gheating Cheaters. From Max Marcin’s stage play. Fay Wray, Cesar Romero, 

ee, Gombell. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. Nov. 5 Rev. 
ec, 11. 

Embarrassing Moments. 
Dir. Ed. Laemmle. 

Gift of Gab. 
radio and screen Cast. 
Oct. 2. 

Good Fairy, The. 
Herbert Marshall, Frank Morgan. 


Comedy-drama. Chester Morris. Marion Nixon. 
67 mins. Rel, July 9. Rev. Nov. 20, 

Comedy-drama-musical, Edmund Lowe, G. Stuart and big 
Dir. Karl Freund. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 3. Rev. 


Margaret Sullavan, 
Rel. Jan. 28. 


From Ferene Molnar’s stage play. 
Dir. Wm, Wyler. 


Great Expectations. Drama. Henry Hull, Jane Wyatt. Dir. Stuart Walker. 
Rel. Oct. 22. 

Human Side, The. Drama. Adolphe Menjou, Doris Kenyon, Dir. Eddie Bus- 
zell. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Sept. 18 

I’ve Been Around. Comedy drama. Chester Morris, Rochelle Hudson, Isabelle 
Jewell, Dir. Phil Cahn. Rel. Dec, $1. 

Imitation of Life. Drama. Claudette Colbert, yiaeren William. Dir, John 
Stohl. 116 mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 27. 

Ket’s Talk Is Over. Comedy-drama. Chester Morris, Mae Clarke, Frank 
Craven, Andy Divine. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 67 mins. el. June 11. 
Rev. June 19. 


Man Who Reclaimed His Head, The. From Jean Barts stage play of French 
life. Claude Rains, Joan Bennett, Lionél Atwill. r, Edw. Ludwig. 
Rel. Dec, 24. 

Million Doliar Ransom. Comoty -dcame. Edward Arnold, Mary Carlisle. Dir. 
Murray Roth. Rel. Sept. 10. 

Mystery of Edwip Orood, 


Douglass Montgomery, Phun wet? eee | Wash Ba FR if: 





Night Life of the Gods. 
Florine McKinney. 


One Exciting Adventure. 
El Ll. Frank. Rel, Oct. 165. 


One More River. 
88 mins’ Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. Aug. 
Rocky Rhodes. Western. Buck Jones. 


Romance in the Rain. 
tor Moore and Heather Angel. 
Rev. Sept. 11. 


From Thorne Smith's fantastic tale. 
Dir. Lowell Sherman, 


Comedy-drama. 
Drama. Diana Wynyard, Colin Clive. 


Comedy-drama of a slum cinderella. 
Dir. 


Alan Mowbray, 
Rel, Jan. 7 


Binnie Barnes, Neil Hamilton. Dir. 


Dir. James Whale. 


14. 
Dir. Al Raboch. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Roger Pryor, Vic- 


Stuart Walker. Aug. 13. 75 mins 


Secret of the Chateau. Mystery story. Claire Dodd, Clark Williams Dir 
Rich. Thorpe. 68 mins.. Rel. Dec. 3. 

Strange Wives. Comedy drama. Roger Pryor, June Clayworth. Dir. Rich 
Thorpe. Rel. Dec. 10. 

Straight from the Heart. Baby Jane, Mary Astor, Roger Pryor. Dir. Kurt 


Neumann. Rel. Jan. 14. 
There’s Always Tomorrow. Drama. 

Sloman. 8&6 mins. Rel, Sept. 17. 
Wake Up and Dream. 

Dir. Kurt Neumann. 
When a Man Sees Red. 
studios. Burban«. 

Calit 

Big Hearted Herbert. ; 

licking from his modern family. 

Ellis. Dir. Wm. Keighley. 


Case of the Howling Dog, The. 


Musical. 


Frank Mergan, Lois Wilson. 


Rel, Oct. 1. 
Buck Jones western. 


Warner Brothers 


From the stage farce. 


60 mins. 
Introducing a new film sleuth. 


Dir, Ed 


Rev. Nov. 13. 


Russ Columbo, Roger Pryor, June Knight. 


Rev. Oct. 16. 

Rel. Nov. 12. 

Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 
New York, N. ¥ 

Old-fashioned father takes a 

Aline McMahon, Patricia 

Rev. Nov. 20. 

Warren Wil- 


Guy Kibbee, 
Rel. Oct. 6. 


liam, Mary Astor. Dir. Alan Crosland. 75 mins. tel. Sept, 22, Rev. 
Oct. 23. 

Dames. Musical spectacle. Joan Blondell, Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell, Guy 
Kibbee. Dir. Ray Enright. 90 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Aug. 21 
Desirable. Mother and daughter in a battle for iove. Jean Muir, Geo. Brent, 

Verree Teasdale. Dir. Archie Mayo. 68 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. 
Sept. 18. 
Firebird. Murder mystery in Austria. Verree Teasdale, Ricardo Cortez. Dir. 


Wm. Dieterle. 75 mins. Rel. 


Friends of Mr. Sweeney. 


turns the big trick for his newspaper. 


Eugene Pallette, Dorothy Tree. 
July 28. Rev. July 31. 


Nov. 3. 
Comedy-drama of the browbeaien husband who 


Rev. Nov. 20. 


Ann Dvorak, 


Charlie Ruggles, 
Edward Ludwig. 68 mins. Rel. 


Dir. 


Here Comes the Navy. Comedy-drama of a gob that tried to buck the fleet. 
James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Gloria Stuart, Dorothy Tree, Frank Mc- 


Hugh. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


Alfred E. Green. 69 mins. 


Kansas City Princess. 


dell, Glenda Farrell, Hugh Herbert. Dir, Wm, Keighley. 


Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 6 


46 mins. 


Housewife.—A domestic wife beats the varnp. Bette Davis, Geo. Brent. 
Rel. Aug. 11. 


Two mid-west manicurists on a jamboree. 


Rel. July 21. Rev. July 24. 

Dir. 
Rev. Aug. 14. 

Joan Blon- 


64 mins, Rel. 


1 Am a Thief. Mystery and murder in a diamond theft. Mary Astor, Ricardo 


Cortez. 


notice, with comedy twists. 


William Dieterie. Rel. Oct. 13. 


Dir. Robert Florey. Rel. Nov, 24, 
Madame Du Barry. Drama of the lady who made 
Dolores: Del Rio, Reginald Owen, 
Perkins, Verree Teasdale, Victor Jory, Dorothy Tree, Helen Lowell. 
Rev. Oct. 30. 


history sit up and take 
Osgood 
Dir. 


Personality Kid, The. Fast moving melodrama of the ham and beaner that 


turns into a real champ thanks to wifey. 
Dir. Alan Crosland. 


Claire Dodd, Henry O'Neill. 
Rev. Aug. 7. 

St. Louis Kid, The. James Cagney, 
mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 6. 


Patricia Ellis. 


Pat O’Brien, Glenda Farrell, 
68 mins. Rel, July 7. 


Dir. Ray Enright. 66 


Miscellaneous Releases . 


Are We Civilized? (Raspin). 
mins. Rel. June. Rev. June 19. 


Battle, The. (Garganoff). 


sacrifices his wife for his country. 
Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Nov. 27. 


Nicholas Farkas. 85 mins. 


Steel. 
mins. 
Cross Streets (Invincible). 
skilled operation. 
July 10. 
Dancing Man. 
. mins. Rel. July. 
Dealers In Death (Topical Film). 
news clips. 63 mins. 
‘| Can’t Escape (Syndicate). 
Lee. Dir. Otto Brower. 
Man from Hell, The. (Marcy). 
mins. Rev. Oct. 2. 
Marrying Widows (Tower). 


Blue 
Rel. July. Rev. July 17. 


Rev. July 24. 


Minna Gombell, John Mack Brown. 


Sept. 3. 
War Is a Racket (Eureka). 
rial. Rev. Dec. 11. 
Young and Beautiful (Mascot). 
Wm. Haines, Judith Allen. 
Rev. Sept. 25. 


Propaganda for peace. 


(Blue Star.) John Wayne Western. 


Frank Craven, 


Gigolo story. Reginald Denny, Judith Allen. 


Young widow 


Dir. Edwin Carewe. 170 


French-made story of a Jap naval officer who 


Charles Boyer, Merle Oberon, Dir. 


Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 54 


Story of a down and out surgeon who performs a 


Sally Blane. Dir. Wm. Nigh. Rev. 


Dir. Al Ray. 64 


Arraignment of munition makers. Mostly 
Rev. Dec. 18. 


Ex-convict goes straight. 
69 mins. 


Western. 


Onslow Stevens, Lila 
Rev. Sept. 3 
Bob Russell. Dir. Lew Collins. 60 
Judith Allen, 


gets her wish. 
67 mins. Rev 


Dir. Sam Newfield. 


Paste up of newsreel clips with some new mate- 


Studio story with the Wampa’s baby stars. 
Dir. Jos. Santley. ‘ 


68 mins. Rel. Sept. 2 





Wash. Hearing 


(Continued from page 7) 
purpose, Myers wrote that the reso- 
lution favoring abandonment was 
‘crammed down the throats of the 
minority’ on the Code Authority. 


Burkan’s Influence 

Allied head charged the clause 
was inserted through Nathan Bur- 
kan’s influence in the interest of the 
Skouras chain, which he was rep- 
resenting, and that majors now de- 
sire deletion because ‘it has served 
the purpose of the dominant major- 
ity.’ Myers also questioned right of 


Robert H. Cochrane, Universal exec, ! 


to sit on the code authority as rep- 
resentative of unaffiliated producer- 
distributors, contending that Uni- 
versal is in fact an affiliate through 
relationship with Schine chain in 
New York state. 

Possible compromise and answer 
to legal objections was seen in 
Farnsworth’s repeated suggestion 
that the provision be modified to 


permit an injured party to initiate : 


legal proceedings for damages fol- 
lowing a finding of code violation 
by an administrative board. Sug- 
gestion was acceptable to Samuel- 
son, who said he had no doubt this 


procedure would provide adequate | 


remedies for crowded independents. 

Complaining that chiseling exhibi- 
tors are filing appeals from local 
board decisions merely for the pur- 
pose of delay, St. Louls board said 


the cods should be tightened to 
stamp out violations and warned 


that to give the C.A. 45 days to set- 
tle appeals would result in enforce- 
ment machinery breakdown. Board 
said that if the C.A. is authorized to 
issue stay orders whenever added 
time was needed, repeated violations 
could be curbed more effectively. 
Code hearing otherwise was taken 
up mostly by discussion of proposed 
changes in the vaudeville section of 
the film code. Detailed report on 
that phase of the hearing is in the 
vaudeville department of this issue. 








10e Turmoil 


(Continued from page 21) 


they don’t want such a suit. Man- 
agers here would like to get a de- 
cision which the industry could fol- 
low so as to do away with the bick- 
ering and angling. There is no code 
basis for the ban of either 10c. tick- 
ets or double features, the New 
York code authority having shipped 
the local code back to the Chicago 
board because the local set-up un- 
dertook to rule out both 10c. admis- 


sions, and twin bills, and the CA 
has stated that codes must not at- 
tempt to regulate either price or 
policy. 

It now appears that the exchanges 
will appeal to the exhibitor organi- 
zations themselves to get some kind 
of general ban on 10c. admissions, 
since the distribs feel that they can- 
not continue to jeopardize them- 
selves by cutting off service on their 
own hook. Exchanges are caught in 
between, since the circuit houses and 
the big nabes have beer. threatening 
to sue the exchanges if they con- 
tinue to service the small houses at 
dime admission, most of the big 
houses having clauses in their con- 
that the pictures they 
use will not be sold subsequently 
less than 15c. admission. 

Hence, the entire midwest situa- 


tion fe waitine 
Lion iS Wailuns 


tracts stating 
for 


for final 
2OPr Mai 


settlement 
of the question. Admission question 
in the present confusion remains the 
only item which lacks regulation. 
In all, it is estimated that 
105 orders for the stopping of film 
service to theatres in Chicago and 
South Bend have gone out from ex- 
change managers in the past thre: 
With the stopping of service 
the exhibs have come in and prom- 
ised not to attempt dime adm 
again if the exchanges will reinstate 
service. But the distribs have found 
that promises are easily broken. 


some 


weeks, 


issions 








Code Changes 


(Continued from page 6) 


ters, while the second important 
blow-off inside a year may develop 


when the small-biz problem is 
taken up. The Darrow Board last 
Spring, in two separate _ reports, 
blasted Divisional Administrator 
Sol A. Rosenblatt and industry 
leaders for writing a code with 


many monopolistic and competition- 


| restricting angles and charged that 


sinall exhibitors were placed at the 
mercy of affiliated producer-ex- 
hibitor chains. 

The hearings will 
portunity for presentation of all 
‘relevant facts, analyses, and sug- 
gestions’ by both industry repre- 
sentatives and other’ § interested 
parties, the NIRB stipulated, while 
al! general questions of major 
policy, now confrenting the admini- 
stration will be up for discussion. 

The new recovery act, which will 
replace the existing temporary act 
which expires automatically next 
June, may provide an opportunity 
for dissatisfied industries to scrap 
their codes through a referendum, 
it is indicated in Government circles, 
Although many details remain un- 
settled and final decisions will re- 
quire President Roosevelt’s concur- 
rence, one alternative suggestion 
contemplates taking nation-wide 
votes on the question of continu- 
ance or abandonment of existing 
compétition pacts. Industries which 
elect to continue their codes would 
turn the entire enforcement prob- 
lem over to the Government, with 
code authorities and _ subsidiary 
boards probably being abolished or 
turned into advisory agencies. 

Considerable opposition to this 
plan has arisen, principally from 
trade associations and code authori- 
ties. Government employees hold- 
ing fat jobs, as well as industry 
members drawing compensation 
from code authorities, are resolutely 
opposed to such an idea, despite a 
growing conviction in Washington 
that few, if any agreements, have 
been of material value except to 
labor. 

That labor supervision will be 
continued as a permanent Federal 
policy is certain. The steps made 
toward curtailing the work week, 
outlawing child labor, insuring a 
living wage, and correcting flagrant 
abuses will be preserved in the new 
legislation and may be carried for- 
ward through extension of govern- 
ment powers of industry control. 


afford an op- 


Organized Labor 


With Congress just around “the 
corner, speculation is rife over the 
nature of economic recovery legis- 
lation which will be enacted. Busi- 
ness and industry associations are 
arrayed against labor in an ime 
pending fight over the Wagner- 
Connery labor disputes measure 
and revision of the NIRA, while a 
bitter tussle seems certain over the 
Black 30-hour-week bill. The 
American Federation of Labor has 
served notice that it will demand a 
greater voice in administration of 
NRA matters and will fight for a 
permanent labor tribunal, while the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Na- 
tional Asosciation of Manufacturers 
and allied groups have thrown 
down the gauntlet to the union 
leaders. 

The 30-hour-week controversy 
undoubtedly will be one of the fea- 
tures of the 1935 session, and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt may be forced to 
employ every weapon at his com- 
mand to block Congressional action 
which would force all forms of 
business to make a flat reduction 
in working time for all employees. 

Belief that the new law will not 
be of such broad scope as the pres- 
ent act was encouraged last week 
by a disclosure in NRA circles that 
an under-cover campaign has been 
launched to induce state legisla- 
tures to enact ‘little recovery’ laws 
governing intra-state business. A 
model statute, distinguishing be- 
tween inter-state and intra-state 
commerce and hailed as a master- 


piece of legal craftmanship, has 
been submitted to all state NRA 
directors with orders to keep the 


plan as quiet as possible. Washing- 
ton will not give out copies of the 
measure or explain the details sug- 


gested, but it was learned that 
state directors have been urged to 
Slip copies to sympathetic legis- 
lators and stir up enthusiasm which 


1in enactment. 
providing 
the idea, 


will lead to cert 

Under such @ program, 
many states fall in with 
uniform Tederal and state codes 
would be «adopted for industries 
which dispute the right of the Fed- 
eral Government to exercise powers 
while inter-industry 
would be reduced 
trade practice 


of regulation, 
competition 
through uniform 


standards. 
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Picture Possibilities 
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‘Stags at Bay—Favorable 
‘STAGS AT BAY’ (Princeton Triangle Club’s 46th annual produc- 


tion). 
legiate stag line. 


velopment, stage or screen. Songs 


to have attracted Tin-Pan Alley bunch to performance. 


be heard around. 


Comedy idea has possibilities for 


Society debbies and anxious mammas’ tribulations with the col- tee 
more ambitious de-|rather view 


are outstanding and strong enough 


Will probably 
Abel. 





‘Tomorrow's Harvest’—Unfavorable 


‘TOMORROW'S HARVEST’ (Drama. 
Another play ‘having to do with small town family’s troubles. 


and questionable dramatic value. 





Douglas G. Hertz. 


‘Post Road’—Favorable 


‘POST ROAD’ (Melodramatic comedy. 


No fun 
That goes for screen, Ibee. 
Potter and Haight. Masque). 


With some elements of mystery drama, this comedy on baby snatching 


should be picture material. 


Ibee. 


‘So Many Paths’—Favorable 


‘SO MANY PATHS’ (Comedy-D: 


ma, Cohn & Scanlon. 
pattern for a filmusical, capable of embellishment on the operatic stuff, 
with some good dialog by Irving Kaye Davis. 


Abel. 


‘Valley Forge’—Favorable 


‘VALLEY FORGE’ (Drama. 


of its writing will count. 


Theatre Guild, Guild). 
of the Revolutionary War should be good picture material. 


Dramatic episode 
Excellence 
Ibee. 


‘Sky’s the Limit’—Favorable 


‘SKY’S THE LIMIT’ (Ray Golden. Farce, Fulton). 


Although not much 


of a stage show, basic idea:of lampooning radio advertising could prob- 


ably be whipped into a good comedy film. 





Land. 


‘Ode to Liberty—Unfavorable 


‘ODE TO LIBERTY’ (Comedy, 


Hollywood, dependent on length of Broadway stay. 


fairly amusing. 


tilbert Miller, Lyceum)—May reach 


Lightweight but 
Ibee. 





‘Mother Lode’—Favorable 


‘MOTHER LODE’ (Melodrama. 


Bushar and Tuerk. 


Cort). Another 


excellent story of San Franeisco in the empire building days, with Ne- 


vada’s gold mines dead. 


Should supply good film material. 


Ibee. 





HEAVY COAST FOG 
COSTS THEATRE $300 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Densest fog in local history last 
night (Sunday) caused innumerable 
auto accidents and enabled thug to 
press gun against Thomas Sappe, 


manager of Warners’ Huntington 
Park theatre and force him to open 
wall safe and uncover $800. 

Sappe locked in office clothes 
closet while thief faded away. 





Connolly Directs Dance 
Steps in Tinted Tuner 


Hollywood, Dee, 24. 


‘Gypsy Sweetheart,’ Technicolor 
short musical, which has_ been 
hanging fire until Bobby Connolly 
was free to direct the dance num- 
bers, shoves off today (Monday) ait 
Warners. 

Connolly has been tied up on 
dance direction in ‘Sweet Music.’ 





Never Shall Part 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Paramount making Wes Ruggles 
and Claude Binyon permanent di- 
recior - writer team as result of 
their work on ‘Gilded Lily.’ 
This Claudette Colbert picture 
was previewed last night (Sunday). 








Leontine Sagan Sailing, 
But Returns in April 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Leontine Segan, femme director 
brought over from Europe by 
Metro, will return to England next 
week, unable to get together with 
the studio on a story. She will di- 
rect a new play by Ivor Novello in 
London. 

Miss Sagan will return here in 
April to work on the ‘Cecil Rhodes’ 
script for Irving Thalberg. 


COURT SHOWDOWN ON BEANO 
Grand Rapids, Dec. 24. 
Whether beano games are lot- 
teries will be decided by the Michi- 
gan Supreme court as the last re- 
sort to wipe out this nuisance here. 
Beano games have been drawing 
thousands weekly away from thea- 
tres, and theatre men have been 
fighting this evil for over a year. 





CLARA SAYS COMEBACK 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Clara Bow is quoted in a United 
Press story that she’s returning to 
pix, but will pick her stories if and 
when signing contract. 


jand Coy. 


: meandered 








- e 
Pinkie 
(Continued from page 3) 
They were fixin’ to go 
places, 

Metro heard about Pinkie, sent 
for him. He arrived at the studio 
with his manager, Coy Coe? It ter- 
minated in the studio offering 
Pinkie $200 weekly. Boys told the 
studio that trains left for New York 
frequently and th2y couldn’t waste 
time on small offers Studio upped 
the offer to $250, then $300, $400 and 
finally $500. Pinkie and Coe shook 
their heads, thanked the studio for 
its interest but grabbed for their 
hats. Studio now was in a dither. 

How come these guys were so 
tough? Money like this being 
turned down by lads from Okla- 
homy! Well, how about $750 per 
week, the absolute top. ‘Nothing 
doing,’ said the boys, ‘a grand or 
the train.’ 


Metro Sets Taken 


Studio didn’t waste any time; 
$1,000 weekly it would be. And no 
three month options, the boys said. 
Straight six months. When the con- 
tract was ready to sign, Coe gave 
it the once-over. What was this 
business about a five week layoff? 
Never heard of that down home. 
When a guy was hired for six 
months, it meant six months, 
‘Pinkie, get your hat.’ Studio took 
it on the chin, had the contract 
changed to read six months straight 
at $1,000 weekly. 

Pinkie and Coe left the studio, 
around Beverly Hills 
and ended up by leasing a house 
for six months; hired a butler, for 
six months; a valet, for six months; 
looked around for a good buy ina 
second 
could get a good allowance on the 


| wreck that brought them from back 


home. 





3rd Term for Peacock 
As L.A. Film Board Prez 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Carroll Peacock, branch manager 
for Paramount, has been reelected 
president of the L. A, Film Board 
of Trade for third consecutive 
term. John Dillon (Fox) was re- 
elected vice-president, and Lola 
Adams Gentry continues as secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Only opposition came from ex- 
change men themselves who did not 
relish another term. 





Lukas as ‘Philo’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Paul Lukas has been assigned 
the Philo Vance spot in Metro’s 
‘Casino Murder Case.’ Pic was held 
up several weeks due to inability 
to find a player, Bill Powell having 
been pencilled but being tied up. 
This is Lukas’ first assignment 
since joining M-G. Film astarts 
Jan, 7, 











Ritz). Good | 


hand Rolls Royce if they! 





WHO WOULDN'T? 


Prefer 





Pasadena Censors 


Pasadena, Dec. 24. 
Taking the position that it would 
naked women on the 
sereen than a poison sequence in 
Metro’s ‘Death on the Diamond,’ 
local voluntary film censor board 
has ordered drastic cuts in the pic 
before it is shown at the Fox West 


49tir Street). | Coast Strand here. 


Censors protested the sequence 
showing the substitution of a cup of 
poison for one of mustard, and also 
ordered a number of other elimina- 
tions in order that its moral stand- 
ards might be upheld. 

Activity by the censor board is 
its first in some weeks. 


Willard Mack’s ‘Gimpy,’ 
Two Others Start at Col. 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Lou Lusty, assistant to Harry 
Cohn at Columbia, will act as pro- 
ducer on ‘Gimpy,’ Willard Mack 
story posthumously finished. Roy 
William Neill will direct, Picture 
starts Wednesday (26). 

Two other Columbia starters on 
the same day will be ‘Eight Bells,’ 
with Marion Marsh and John 
Buckler featured and Erle Kenton 
directing, and ‘Lady Beware.’ Both 
will be produced by J. G. Bachman. 











Strand, Milwaukee, 
Set to Open, Doesn't 


Milwaukee, Dec. 24. 

With advertising set, the opening 
bill booked and Irv Stein here to 
manage, the Strand will not open 
Christmas day as announced some 
weeks ago by the Gran Enterprises 
which were to take over the house 
dropped months ago by Warners. 

Stein admits that the most of the 
trouble is due to inability of the 
management, to come to terms with 
the unions on booth costs; also film 
exchanges are balking on the pro- 
posed 25c. double feature idea. To 
top things, Warners sent a crew of 
mechanics in and _ stripped the 
house of its sound equipment, be- 
cause it had not been paid for. 

Al Cooper, who ran the Riverside 
for a few months more than a year 
ago, but closed due to poor business, 
is reported dickering for the Ma- 
jestic here, closed for two years. 





Temple, Detroit, Goes 


Detroit, Dec. 24. 
Signing of the final papers for the 
new office building to replace the old 
Temple theatre on Monroe are to be 
signed this week, with the arrival 
of Major I. E. Lambet, v.-p. and 
general counsel for RKO Theatres. 
Milton Mayer, head of the realty 
division of RKO Theatres, whh own 
the lease, two weeks ago made the 
announcement of the tearing down 
of this old landmark and home of 
big-time vaudeville to be replaced 
by another building, the exact size 
of which is not yet decided. 





Sales Crews Vacash 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Film salesmen of all major dis- 
tributors in this area take a vaca- 
tion with pay, starting today (Mon- 
day). Boys report back on the job 
Jan. 2. 

Car allowances and expense ac- 
counts are taboo during the winter 
rest period. 


FEEDING ’BAMA GRIDDERS 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Alabama grid team has been 
nabbed by Warners for a _ studio 
luncheon and look-around Wednes- 
day (26), two days after the squad’s 
arrival in town. 

Warners expects to grab off 
plenty of publicity shots of the boys 
and take the edge off any other 
studio parties for the Dixie gang. 








ROSEN DIRECTS ‘IDENTITY’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Phil Rosen goes to Columbia to 
direct ‘Mistakei: Identity,’ from the 
mag story, ‘Death ‘lies East,’ by 
Phillip Wylie. 
Sid Rogell will supervise. 
Leahy with Coast Agfa 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Wilson Leahy joins the Coast 
technical department of Agfa- 
Ansco under Dr. Herbert Meyer. 
Leahy has been a laboratory en- 
gineer at Universal lab for the past 
year, 





Film 
| Nudes to Fatal Draught of Poison 


45 Houses in 22 Okla, 
Texas Spots in New Deal 





Oklahoma City, Dec. 24. 

Forty-five theatres in Okiahoma 
and Texas cities are included in a 
deal closed here in which the West- 
ern States Theatres, Inc., purchased 
the Cniversal Chain Theatres Corp.'s 
interest in the Griffith Amus. Co. 
All stockholders of Western States 
are affiliated either with Griffith 
Amus. Co., Consolidated Theatres 
or R. E. Griffith Theatres. 

Foster McSwain is president of 
the $500,000 Western States firm; 
A. R. Powell, v.p., and W. T. Spears, 
secretary-treasurer. 

Deal involves the Rialto, Okla- 
homa City; the McSwain, Ritz and 
Liberty at Ada; Odeon, Lyric and 
Midwest, Bartlesville; H. & S. and 
Odeon, Chandler; Palace and Folly, 
Duncan; Rex, Earlsboro; Rex, Elk 
City; Aztec, Criterion, Mecca and 
Arcadia, Enid; Melba, State and 
iuthrie, Guthrie; Kiowa, Hobart; 
Erie, Hugo; Arcadia, Maud; Sooner 
and University, Norman; Orpheum 
and Cozy, Okmulgee; Rex, State and 
Ritz, Seminole; Bison, Criterion and 
Rex, Shawnee; Azgie and Texan, 
Stillwater; Rig and Rex, Borger, 
Texas: La Nora, Rex and State, 
Pampa; Rex, Panhandle; Ritz and 
Texan, Wellington, and Rig and Rex, 
Wink, Texas. ‘ 


Anderson Scripting ‘Rose’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Opening of his play, ‘Valley Forge,’ 
on Broadway having been launched, 
Maxwell Anderson is due here today 
(24) to. start scripting Stark 
Young’s ‘So Red the Rose’ for Para- 


mount. 
Anderson comes to the studio on 


a five week contract. 











BORZAGE’S BUMP 


Breaks Collar Bone While Poloing 
On Off Day 





Hollywood, Dec. 24, 

Frank Borzage, who just com- 
pleted ‘Living on Velvet’ (WB) last 
Saturday (22) is in bandages as 
result of poloing on Sunday. 

Borzage brodied when his horse 
slipped. He suffered a broken col- 
lar bone and landed in Queen of 
Angels hospital. Accident will not 
halt his cutting of picture. 


Admish Tax 


(Continued from page 5) 





ta burden was inspired by Secre- 
tary Morgenthau’s prediction that 
a Federal-state conference will be 
held next summer on the matter of 
duplication in industrial levies. 
Secretary said government will 
consider question of having one 
agency, presumably the Treasury, 
collect revenue from  over-taxed 
lines and then remit proportionate 
shares to the states. If this prin- 
ciple is established, it is probable 
the Federal ¢overnment would ask 
states to drop their admissions 
taxes and take their cut from the 
national pool. 





Maryland’s State Tax 
Baltimore, Dec. 24. 

Looks certain that a state amuse- 
ment tax will be affixed shortly 
after first of year. It will be the 
first in Maryland’s history. 

It was announced Saturday (22) 
by Governor-elect Harry W. Nice 
that the state will i.eed $10,000,000 
additional revenue next year, plus 
funds to care for $2,000,000 deficit 
for current year. Nice said that 
within 24 hours after he is inducted 
into office on Jan. 9 he will have 
a bill in the state legislature asking 
for a 1% sales tax; that will not 
touch amusement biz, but will bring 
in only an estimated $3,000,000. Re- 
mainder will have to be made up in 
other ways, and, it is generally 
agreed upon, one of the first meth- 
ods that will probably be applied 
is creation of state tax on theatre 
admissions and other amusement 
gates. 

Since legit is sparse these days, 
and since, save week-ends, the pre- 
vailing top :.dmission to all pic and 
vaudfilm houses is but 40c, thereby 
escaping the government tax, it is 
the opinion of observers that when 
a state amusement tax is consid- 
ered it will embrace and affect all 
admishes from a dime up. If tax 
wasn't that extensive it would not 





bring the needed coin, 


K.C. READY FOR 
BIG BO. PUSH 





Kansas City, Dec. 24. 


After a couple of weeks of pretty 
slim pickings, the theatres are set 
in high and going fast after the 
holiday amusement money. 

Loew's Midland opened today (24) 
with ‘The Mighty Barnum,’ which 
has been heavily circused. Main- 
street is waiting until Christmas 
Day to start its ‘Little Minister,’ 
figured to stay two weeks. Uptown 
is showing ‘Babes in Toyland,’ which 
the Loew office did not want to run 
in the Midland. It’s the first time 
the Fox house has had a Metro pic- 
ture in a long time. 

‘Here Is My Heart’ is the New- 
man’s Christmas offering and it 
should prove a pushover, as Bing 
Crosby is a naturg] here. Tower, 
in addition to its stage show, has 
‘Madam DuBarry.’ 

Last week was a sad story all 
around, although it could have been 
worse, 

‘Private Life of Don Juan,’ at 
Loew's Midland, only got a five-day 
showing on account of the Monday 
opening of the Barnum picture, but 
enjoyed fair business. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 15-25 
40) — ‘Little Minister’ (Radio). 
Opens Christmas Day. Has been 
strongly exploited and expected to 
hit big coin. Last week ‘Silver 
Streak’ (Radio) got $5,000, fair. 

Loew's Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
15-25-40) —'The Mighty Barnum’ 
(UA). Opened nicely, everything 
considered, and should hit its stride 
for a strong gross, Last week, five 
days of ‘Don Juan’ (UA) did a fair 
$5,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par). Opened 
Friday to a nice play at night: the 
mat being hurt by the Christmas 
shopper, and held nicely over the 
week-end. Estimated to get $9,000, 
big. Last week ‘It’s a Gift’ (Par), 
$6,000, good. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200: 25) — 
‘Madam DuBarry’ (WB) and stage 
show. The two-bit price is drawing 
some of the strays back, and busi- 
ness is holding up well. Last week 
‘Jealousy’ (Col) and stage show, 
$7,000, good. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040: 25-40)— 
‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG). Picture 
was set in on short notice, as it had 
been given some publicity by Loew’s 
Midland, and opened well Friday. Is 
expected to get a great play from 
the youngsters, probably around 
$4,000, good. Last week ‘Hell in 
Heavens’ (Fox) got a fair $3,000. 


BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 10) 


$15,000, slow, in view. Last week 
‘Wicked Woman’ (MG) $12,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50)—‘Musie 
the Air’ (Fox) and vaude. Will get 
in vicinity of $12,080 and no more, 
poor. Last week ‘Imitation of Life’ 
(U) $18,000, oke. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Prest- 
dent Vanishes’ (Par) and ‘Babbitt’ 
(WB), double feature. Around $7,- 
500, oke. Last week ‘Gambling’ 
(Fox) and ‘Evensong’ (GB-Fox), 
$5,500, mild. 





MAE’S OWN LENSER 


Par Pulis Struss Off ‘Miss’ to 
Photog West’s ‘Lady’ 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Karl Struss switched over as chief 
photographer from ’Mississippi’ at 
Paramount to take charge of the 
cameras on Mae West's starrer, 
‘Now I'm a Lady.’ Company execs 
made the transfer after the star had 
requested Struss to photograph her 
new picture, and resulted from sim- 
ilar teaming of the star and cam- 
eraman on ‘Gay Nineties.’ 

Still having three weeks to go 
with ‘Mississippi,” Paramount as- 
signed Charles Lang to take over 
the camera work on that produc- 
tion. 





College Town Getting 
Film House After 4 Mos. 


Hamilton, N. Y., Dec. 24. 

Without theatrical entertainment 
for four months, this village, seat 
of Colgate University, will be back 
on the film map in February. Glove 
City Amus. Co., subsid of the Schine 
chain of Gloversville, has acquired 
the Sheldon opera house, local land- 
mark, and will remodel it at a cost 
of $40,000. Seating capacity will be 
800, all on a single floor. 

Local merchants recently come 
plained that the lack of a film the- 
atre here was cutting deeply into 
the normal Christmas trading, farm- 
ers of the district shopping in vil- 
lages where they could also take 
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RADIO RAPS BUSYBODIES 
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Radio as 


a Patsy 


ee 


Arthur Pryor, Jr., of the Batten, Barton, Durstine and Osborne agency, 
speaking in Boston last week, and Thomas Rishworth, of station KSTP, 


speaking in St. 


Paul the previous week, both rapped the meddlesome, 


undocumented, busybody criticism of radio programs for children leveled 


at broadcasting by 


parent-teachers and the uplift crowd generally. 


While admitting there may be grounds for complaint against some kid 
shows, both speakers flatly stated that loose talk and ready denuncia- 
tion, without facts to prove the evils or suggestions to remedy, will be 
resented and resisted by the radio advertising world, 





This is stout common sense. 


Nothing is to be gained by either the 


apoplexy of fright or the apologetics of confession every time the accus- 


ing finger is wagged in radio’s 


proof where it belongs, 


direction. 
with the prosecution and not with the defense. 


Let radio put the burden of 





It’s debatable that any conclusive evidence has ever been brought for- 


ward to prove that play or motion 


minds where evil sprouts were not already rooted. 
rejects pornography and unwholesome counsel. 


rezulates itself because it does not 
the 


picture ever planted temptation in 
Common decency 
Bad taste or obscenity 
pay and its audience is limited to 


pathological fringe constantly harassed by the gendarmes anyhow. 


Yet the same crowd that saddled America with prohibition continues 
to favor arbitrary censorship as a substitute for self-regulation. 





As a matter of fact, 
sweet to the diabetic stage. 


radio has been polite to the point of asininity, 
Radio has been guilty of cheapness and 


tawdriness and phony sentimentality, but it’s always been on the side 


of obedience, 


reverence, holy wedlock and spinach. 


For radio to start 


apologizing for not being on the right side is both a contraction and an 


absurdity. Radio is probably the 
history of entertainment. 


most sanctified amusement in the 





Very questionable, scientifically, if the possible effects upon children 
of over-melodramatic programs has anything whatever to do with 


morals. 
the 


excitement generated by some 


Parent-teachers’ best argument, but the one least used, is that 


of the radio goose-pimple serials 


agitates the youthful composure to the detriment of orderly habits, good 
digestion and nightmare-free slumber. 





Amidst the crime waves, kidnapings, etc., it is quite natural that the 
viewers-with-alarm should single out radio and try to isolate the germs 
of turpitude in some of the melodramatic flapdoodle dished up for kids. 
But only the fresh air of common sense is needed to clear out the fumes 
of nonsense cluttering up a civilized approach to the crime problem. 





Radio should refuse to be the patsy for the reformers. 





DON WITHYCOMB 
LOOKS SET AT 
WIL 


Philadelphia, Dec, 24. 


Donald Withycomb, present head: 


of NBC station relations dept., will 
be announced as the new manager 
of the combined WLIT-WFI outfit 
(now titled WFIL) this week, it is 
expected. However, it is under- 
stood WFIL will immediately grant 
him a 60-day leave to work with 
NBC’s new 
scale soon to be established, 


station compensation 
Communications Com- 
give final 
this 


« Federal 
mission is expected to 
okay to WLIT-WFI merger 
Thursday (27). 

Withycomb was considered too 
expensive for the WFIL payroll, but 
a conference with the local execs 
at New York last week is said to 
have resulted in an amicable salary 
arrangement. New director will 
take over complete carte blanche 
assignment. Saiesmen for both 
local outfits were directed on Fri- 
day (21) that all incoming accounts 
Must be cancellable by Jan. 1. 

Proposed staff changes may send 
Edynfed Lewis, WFI manager, to 
the new combine as program direc- 
tor, with Joe Nassau, WLIT chief, 
apparently out. Several months 

&O Nassau was seeking control of 

IBG, local indie, obviously pre- 
@aging the present course events. 


Wants More Power 


WFIL will make application for 
increase of transmitting power 
When the new set-up has been 
Sompleted. Studio site not select- 
@d as yet, although definitely de- 
¢ided that station will have a cen- 
ter-city office building location. 
‘ew transmitter will locate in the 
Suburban Manyunk district, to re- 
place the brace of aerials being 
Utilized atop the two adjacent de- 

rtment stores. This will eliminate 

terference between WFIL on 560 





McCOSKER OUT 





It was understood in radio circles 
Monday (24) although not officially 
confirmed that Alfred J. McCosker 
has resigned as president of WOR, 
Newark. His retirement is under- 
stood to take effect next Tuesday 
(2). McCosker’s contract, which 
had about a year to go, is reported 
amicably settled by the Macy de- 
partment store interests which 
operates the station. 

McCosker, who has served two 
terms as president of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, took 
over the management of WOR for 
the Bamberger store in Newark 
eight years ago. Previous to that 
he did a chatter program on the 
outlet tagged ‘The Hollywood Re- 
porter’. 

Macy interests ..as also adjusted 
McCosker’s stock holdings in the 
station. 





John Boles for Lux 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
John Boles is New York bound 
to chant on the Lux hour with 
Helen Chandler the night of Dec. 30. 
Returns here by planc for New 
Year's, 





kilocycles with WIP, across the 
street in Gimbel Brothers emporium, 
operating on‘610 kilos. 

Withycomb’s initial move will be 
to needle the commercial prospectus 
of the combination, outfit having 
lost approximately 75% of its NBC 
shows when KYW usurped the red 
(WEAF) web in the local territory. 
WFIL, now bringing WJZ (blue 
net) programs to the Philly area, is 
faced with the prospect of adding 
its rate card to the current WJZ 
chain. Withycomb’s problem will 
be to convince national accounts 
that WFIL deserves addition to 
ether budgets. 

It is expected that the new man- 
ager will take charge next month 
immediately after the WLIF-WFI 
merge becomes effeotive, 


| casting. 
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[PRYOR SCORES 
LOOSE TALK 


ee 


B. B. D. & O. Agency Exec 
Attends Boston Uplift 
Meeting and  Rebukes 
Delegates as Theoretical 
Rather Than Practical 





CRIME ANGLE 





Boston, Dec. 24. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr., v.p. in charge of | 
radio for the Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborne agency, last week 
took to task those who have made it 
a practice of publicly panning cer- 
tain types of programs as detrimen- 
tal to the adolescent mind. Pryor 
scored this criticism as being with- 
out factual basis and urged that the 
critics, instead of citing wild as- 
sumptions and generalities, under- 
take a clinical study of the prob- 
and, if conditions are found 
to be as they claim, submit con- 
structive suggestions for their im- 
provement, 

Occasion of Pryor’s remarks was 
a meeting sponsored by the Massa- 
chusetts Civic League and chair- 
maned by Roger Fenn, secretary of 
the Private Schools Association. 


Group invited to discuss the subject 
of radio programs and their influ- 
ence on children represented the 
teacher, welfare, religious and 
parents’ associations. Pryor was 
asked to attend as a delegate from 
the business of commercial broad- 


lem, 


After listening to one delegate 
after another giving testimony as 
to what they thought was the dele- 
terious effects of radio entertain- 
ment, with most of them singling 
out melodramas and horror stories, 
Pryor got up and declared that he 
was particularly impressed by the 
looseness and baselessness of the 
various talks. No sound evidence 
had been marshalled, he said, to 
back up the contentions and averred 
that it was about time that the 
critical element put up or shut up. 

Pryor suggested that a construc- 
tive approach be made toward the 
subject by appointing a representa- 
tive committee to study the alleged 
defects and propose ways of im- 


provement. This committee, he! 
said, should be representative of 
parents, teachers, physicians, wel- 


fare workers, advertising agencies 
and broadcasters. 

The meeting voted to follow the 
steps proposed by Pryor. 





Crime Commission Squawks 


U. S. Crime Commission has com- 
plained on air entertainment that 
meller sketches and horror pro- 
grams are dangerous, especially to 
kid listeners. Proposal to put these 
programs on at a late hour, when 
kids would be in bed, is met with 
the trade defense that this would 
only keep the children up late. An- 
other angle is that if the horror or 
other wild and wooly program had 
to go on the air late at night, com- 
mercial gponsors would not be in- 
terested in maintaining the time. 

Ther« are quite a number of pro- 
grams of the type to which com- 
plaints are leveled. To the average | 
mother, however, actually these: 
programs excite kids to the point 
where they become a threat to in- 
digestion and home work rather 
than morals. A recent survey over 
New Jersey, canvassing 1,500 chil- 
dren, showed that the majority 
liked adult programs best anyhow. 

While pictures are not as acces- 
sible to children as the radio, the 
film industry, through the M.P.P. 
D.A. has assured Attorney General 
Cummings that it will co-operate 
to make films showing crime doesn’t 
pay. 





St. Paul Meet on Kid Programs 
Calls Radio Villains Likeable: 


Suggest Boycott, Probation 





CBS’ Record 





With the $1,700,626 it figures 
to do this month, CBS will 
come out of 1934 with the big- 
gest fourth quarter in time sales 
receipts for any single broad- 
casting link in the history of 
the business. October-Decem- 
ber lap of this year will give 
Columbia a gross of $5,136,185. 

For the seventh successive 


month CBS in November 
topped the gross income of 
NBC’s red (WEAF) loop. Co- 


lumbia did $1,679,689 and the 


red, $1,599,132. NBC’s blue 
(WJZ) network gathered 
$999,142, 











Blue Sunday for 
Radio Brought 
Up by Pastors 





Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 24. 
With the Charlotte city council 
very much embroiled over Sunday 
blue laws just now, threats of clos- 
ing down radio stations has come 
into recent hearings before 


“council. 


At a stormy session the question 
was raised by those opposing a 
delegation of preachers from the 
local ministerial association, seek- 
ing a closed Sunday, if they in- 
tended to try and silence radio in 
their demands for a tight closed 
day. Newspapers, street cars and 
other things were also mentioned. 

The debates followed threats to 
give Charlotte Sunday films and 
bowling, along with baseball, foot- 
ball and golf already allowed under 
the ‘outdoor sports’ law. The min- 
isters are now demanding that 
everything be closed. 

Local stations are not seriously 
considering threats for Sunday 
closing, feeling that such would in- 
terfere with federal government 
functions, since they are licensed to 
operate by Uncle Sam. 

However, it was pointed out at 
WBT that if such a thing should 
happen a Sunday studio could be 
set up at the station’s transmission 
plant located outside of the city 
limits. In this respect WSOC 
would not be so fortunate, since its 
transmission equipment and studios 
are both in the city. 


WEBL, SYRACUSE, 50c 


A SHARE DIVIDEND, 





Syracuse, Dec. 24. 
Onondaga Radio Broadcasting 
Corporation, operating WFBL 
(CBS), will pay a dividend of 50 


3 to stockholders 


99 


cents a share Jan. 
of record on Dec. 
There are 24,000 shares outstand- 


VERNON PRIBBLE IS 
NEW WTAM MANAGER 


Cleveland, Dec. 24. 

Vernon H. Pribble has stepped 
into the manager's post at WTAM, 
succeeding W. W. Smith, finally 
settling two-year-old rumors about 
a switch in managership. 

Pribble was on advertising 
of Chicago Tribune for eight years 
and also at WGN, Chicago. Smith 
is now in Florida recovering health 
before taking over a new NBC job. 
No other staff changes planned by 
Pribble. 


the! 


| 


staff . 
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St. Paul, Dec. 24. 
Outright boycott of goods manu- 
factured by sponsors of objection- 
able radio programs for children. 
Petition the sponsors to modify 


present objectionable programs. 

Give the sponsors 90 days ‘proba- 
tion’ in which to delete lurid 
phrases; if not improved within that 
time, clamp on the boycott. 

Ask NBC to make a nation-wide 
survey of the good and bad radio 
programs now being purveyed for 
children. 

Accept as the direct responsibility 
of the parents in every home just 
what programs the child shall be 
allowed to hear. 

These suggestions were voiced by 
various spokesmen among 200 mili- 
tant Parent-Teacher Association 
members, Boy Scout, Campfire Girl, 
SERA, and University of Minnesota 
representatives at the John Hay 
school in Minneapolis Tuesday (18) 
night, in a meeting called by 
Thomas Dunning Rishworth of 
KSTP in answer to blanket con- 
demnation of all children’s radio 
programs by Minneapolis P-T-A 
groups. 

Rishworth, whose ire was roused 
by the stand taken by T. P. Gid- 
dings, supervisor of musical educa- 
tion for Minneapolis schools, who 
had opposed the Walter Damrosch 
Music Appreciation Hour, asked the 
assembly to differentiate between 
all radio programs for children, and 
the good and bad ones. Giddings, 
who had been specifically invited, 
failed to show. 

Rishworth pointed out that listen- 
ers should support good programs 
by saying so and not merely sit- 
ting back in silent contentment. He 
cited that but five St. Paul and 
seven Minneapolis public schools 
use the Damrosch hour, despite en- 
dorsement by Mathilda Heck, su- 
pervisor of music for St. Paul 
schools, and the fact that Giddings 
is a member of the NBC advisory 
board. 

Judge H. Z. Mendow declared, 
‘Radio is too new for us to assume 
to correct it. It’s still a puzzle. We 
must study this thing before we 
get ourselves excited and talk about 
boycotts and control of the spon- 
sors. It strikes me as strange,’ con- 
tinued hizzoner, ‘that commercial 
sponsors manage to educate our 
children to listen to their programs, 
while we, the parents, cannot edu- 
cate them not to listen.’ 

Judge MendoW advocated strict 
home censorship, pointing out that 
he had ‘sold’ his eight-year-old 
daughter on the idea of listening to 
Eddie Cantor, Joe Penner and Jack 
Benny, with the result, said the 
jurist, that ‘she has a pretty good 
sense of humor.” Judge Mendow 
further claimed that when his 
dotter did listen occasionally to the 
alleged blood-curdling programs, 
‘they never affect her ten hours’ 
sleep.’ 

In rebuttal, a gent who intro- 
duced himself as ‘just an ordinary 
parent’ drew salvos when he de- 
clared that he is essentially honest 
and therefore must admit, ‘I do not 
control the dial in my home. The 
owner of that radio dial is Freddy.’ 

This speaker also pointed out 
that while 500,000 letters may pour 
into the sponsor's offices for some 
‘free’ gadget, the sporsor should not 
kid himself into believing that those 


500,000 letters are messengers of 
buyers’ good-will. 
Hardshi; on Parents 

‘I believe,’ said this parent, ‘that 
80% of the parents whose offspring 
are swayed by this type of radio 
salesmanship harbor’ resentment 
against the sponsor. When a parent 
has to venture outdoors in a snow- 
storm to buy a three-cent st: map in 
order to get a letter off before dead- 
line, he’s not very enthusiastie 
about that manufacturer’s§ sales 
ideas, or his product. Personally,’ 
he continued, ‘I have made it my 


(Continued on page 382) 
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PLUTOCRATS 


National Association of Broad- 
casters is faced with revolt from 
among the membership against the 
decision of the NAB directorate to 


hold the organization's 1935 con- 


vention in Colorado, Station oper- 
ators, opposing the selection, aver 
that the expense involved will make 
it tough for a hefty share of broad- 
casters in the east and other sec- 
tions of the basic area to attend. 
They point out that the choice of 
a swanky summer resort, such as 
Colorado Springs, may be. right up. 
the financial alleys of the NAB 
officers but it can only serve to 
alienate the members with skimpy 
pocketbooks, 

If, say the objectors to:the Grand 
Canyon idea, the NAB is to con- 
tinue as the spokesman for the big 
and small alike, it can’t afford to 
breed discontent by making such 
things as convention attendance 2 
hardship on the latter. Important 
problems of the industry, they 
state, are due to come up at this 
summer’s meet and it should be the 
concern of the headmen in the or 
ganization to make a maximum at- 
tendance possible. Since the over- 
whelming majority of members 
come from the basic territory the 
points selected should be within 
that area. For the eastern broad- 
casters the Colorado encampment 
will, to say nothing of summer re- 
sort hotel and food prices, entail 
three days and three nights of 
train-riding either way. ; 

Opponents of the Colorado desig- 
nation recall the small attendance 
and the resentment that the stak- 
ing of the convention in White Sul- 
phur Springs, W. Va, garnered two 
years previous. An appreciable per- 
centage of the attending NAB dele- 
gates were put to the inconvenience 
of having to do their chowing in the 
village of White Sulphur instead 
of the hotel at which they were 
stopping. This Wunch elected to 


let the stiff going cease with the], 


room rent at the resort hotel 
selected by the NAB’s executive 
committee. 

At a meeting held in New York 
the week before last the NAB 
board of directors agreed to toss 
the 1935 convention sometime be- 
tween July 1 and 15, with the place 
in Colorado and the exact date to 
be left to the officers’ discretion. 


ROXY SETS UP 





PHILLY GANG 





Philadelphia, Dec, 24. 
Plans for Roxy’s: Philly gang 
were completed this week, with the 
shows to air locally via WCAU 
Sunday afternooms. Programs will 


follow along the same informat lines 
used by Roxy until last year from 
New York on NBC, kee 

Ork will be recruited, from the 
Roxy-Mastbaum theatre, titled’ the 
Cosmopolitan Orchestra, a 55-piece 
unit batoned by the house’s con- 
ductor, Adolph Kornspan.. Among 
the talent to be used will be Yascha 
Bunchuk, former cellist at the Cap- 
itol (N. Y.); Lilliam Morton, a glee 
club handled by Leon Leonardi, and 
several other warb‘ers. and instru- 
mentalists who were formerly asso- 
ciated with Rothafel. Roxy will also 
use many of the singers now per- 
forming on the Saturday eve com- 


_mercial for Castoria via CBS. Plans 


include a comprehensive search in 
the local area for talent to aug- 
ment the present set-up. 


HUBER TO TOUR RUSSIA 





Baltimore, Dec. 24. 
Freddie Huber, director of WBAL, 
will accomp Shura Cherkassky, con- 
cert pianist, on latter’s tour of Rus- 
sia next spring. Huber discovered 


Cherkassky 11 years ago and was! 
iple talent lists for submission to 


his first manager at time lad was 
hailed as a boy prodigy. 

Pair sail March 2 for England, 
thence direct to the Soviet. 
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Happy Shovelers 


Edward and Henry Peterson, 


grave diggers by profession, 
are giving a special Yuletide 
program out over WMCA, 


New York, on Christmas Eve, 
Carols to be played on a 
zither and a violin. 

Two young dirt-slingers, 21 
and 24 years of age, respec- 
_tively, work in a cemetery at 
Belmont, Long Island. 


BIG BIZ WAX 
~ SERIES YS. 
REDS 


Dubuque, Ia., Dec. 24. 


National Association of Manufac- 
turers, New York City, has started 














‘out’ a> batch of waxings to various 


radio stations throughout the 
country designed to fight com- 
munism. James C, Selvage is send- 
ing out the discs, nine episodes in 
all being shipped free of charge to 
stations co-operating. Some 175 
stations have taken the series to 
date. 

Waxing goes under the title of 
‘The American Family Robinson’, In 
the case of WKBB, local outlet, the 
station had the local association of 
manufacturers sponsor the presen- 
tation, thus giving it a commercial 
rating. * 


Sis Conia Side. 


Hollywood, Dee; 24. 


Mascot’s new serial star, Gene 
Autrey, after completing his first 
thriller, flew to Chicago Friday (21) 
to resume broadcasting for Sears 
Roebuck. He returns here for an- 
other serial which will be produced 
after Tom Mix’s Texas Ranger.’ 

Autrey has been on the NBC out- 
let for the past five years. 


Forker Joins L. & T. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Don Forker, for past six years 
advertising manager for Union Oil 
Co. on the coast, left tonight (24). 
for New York to enter the Lord 
& Thomas Agency. 

Forker will work with the divi- 
sion handling the Lucky Strike ac- 
count. 














HOLIDAY IN COLORADO 
NOT LIKED BY INDIES WITHIN N. A. B. 


'Club Dates Go Radio; 





WMCA, WEVD Aloof 
From Talent Sideline 


Plugging of their artists bureaus 
over the air has become an impor- 
tant sideline with practically every 
station in New York City. All out- 
lets with the exception of WMCA 
and WEVD take some measure of 
time out during the day and night 
to tell tuners-in that entertainers 
for banquets, public or private par- 
ties and euchre meets can be en- 
gaged through the station. 


Heaviest plugger of the party 
idea is WOR. This station's book- 
ing bureau is mentioned over the 
air at least once on the hour. WHN, 
WINS and WNEW are somewhat 
less regular about it, while NBC, as 
represented by WEAF and WJZ, 
and Columbia by WABC each put 
in at least four licks a day in be- 
half of their talent services. 

With these sources to contend 
with, the indie club bookers have 
found the going tough this season. 
What makes the competition par- 
ticularly hot fur them is the buy- 
er’s fancy for being able to print 
on the program ‘NBC’ or ‘The Co- 
lumbia. Broadcasting System pre- 
sents.’ 


Feen-a-Mint 
Amateur Show 
First on Web 


Feen-a-Mint sponsors the first 
nationwide broadcast of amateur 
entertainers as its new series start- 
ting Dec. 30 over CBS. Outside of 
a small coterie of professional tal- 
ent to dress up the program, all of 
the others will be air novices. To 
come over WABC from 6 to 6:30 in 
the spot vacated by Gershwin and 
his music. 

Ray Perkins will m.c. Arnold 
Johnson's orchestra to play, with 
Harry Von Zell in for the announc- 
ing duties. A jury of five persons 
will separate the best ones each 
week. Station combing wide terri- 
tory for these debuts. A professional 
trio will also probably fill in. 

Health Products’ search for some- 
thing novel settled on this amateur 
stunt, due to its widespread craze 
over the entire country at the mo- 
ment. 














N. Y. Frames Musicians’ Relief Series; 
Stars in Clusters, $10,000 an Hour 





Though there’s nothing in it for 
them but prestige and the chance 
to build up the value of late Sunday 
night time, the NBC and Columbia 
sales departments are scouting 
around for a commercial or group 
of commercials to underwrite a se- 
ries of four charity broadcasts. 
Webs are asking for $10,000 per pro- 
gram. Entire amount will go to the 
Unemployed Musicians’ Relief Fund, 

Time proposed is the 10:30 to 
11:30 stretch for any consecutive 
link of four Sunday nights between 
now and Feb. 1. Broadcast will be 


strictly metropolitan, with WEAF, 
WJZ, WOR, WMCA, WINS and 
WHN contributing their facilities. 


Webs are making no guarantees as 
to what talent will be on the pro- 





| 





'grams, but they do make the assur- 


WITH PIANO PRODIGY 


ance the cream of air names will be 
induced to participate, providing 


‘that the products of the underwrit- 


| 


ers and those of regular sponsors do 
not conflict. A commercial may 
buy any one or number of the four 
broadcasts. 


Two Lists 
Networks have made up two sam- 


prospective bankrollers of the idea. 
One list contains the names of Paul 
Whiteman, George Gershwin, James 


Be RARER Spada ENR OR aa 





Melton, Phil Baker, Joe Penner, 
Jessica Dragonette, the Revelers, 
Guy Lombardo, Gladys Swarthout, 
Burns and Allen and Amos 'n’ Andy, 
while the other list proposes Fred 
Waring, the Mills Bros., Jack 
Benny, Morton Downey, Boswell 
Sisters, Fred Allen, Virginia Rae 
Eddie Cantor (if he’s in the country 
at the time), Casa Loma band, Ed- 
win C. Hill, Nino Martini, Stoop- 
nagle and Budd, Frank Munn and 
Frank Black. 





Death Chair Sentence 


Zanesville, O., Dec. 24. 
Swiger, 21, convicted 
slayer of Harold Fleming, 19, gas 
station attendant during a holdup 
on September 24, was sentenced to 
be electrocuted in the Ohio peniten- 
tiary on April 5, by Judge P. H. 
Tennehill in common pleas court 
here this week. Motions for a new 
trial were overruled, 


Russell 


Swiger was a radio entertainer | 
Miss Grace} 


and orchestra leader. 
Mitchell, radio singer of Pittsburgh, 
whom Swiger said he wished to wed, 
appeared at both trials as a defensé 
witness. 


|lot of screeches they didn't think were emitted by Miss Boyer. 
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Broadcasting, with Grade A artists on a chain hookup and with disked 
programs spotted over stations in sections where local dealers face cer. 
tain types of ‘competition’, has been suggested as steps which the Me- 
morial Extension Commission, the trade’s promotional body, should ; 


in publicizing the ‘Memorial Idea’. 

Roswell M. Austin, secretary of the MEC, told members of the N 
York State Memorial Craftsmen, at the recent annual convention, that 
two kinds of radio programs had been suggested. On the national howok- 
up, the message delivered would be more general than on the waxed 
programs. Latter would be spotted to combat what leaders of the mo: 
ment industry term ‘the menace of speculative no-monument cemeteries 
and of promotional public mausoleums. Presumably, local dealers would 
have at least the moral support of ‘old line’ cemetery associations in 
their radio and newspaper fight on these types of burial places, for tha 
regular cemeteries are strongly opposed to them and the state and na- 
tional associations work with the MEC, 





Only outdoor gals, such as Joan Lowell, Ruth Elder, Alice LaVarre, 
Helen Ritchie, Gertrude Ederle, Babe Didrickson, Georgia Coleman, Helen 
Hicks, Helen Meany and Louise Thayden, will be used as subjects of a 
series of dramatized episodes which Crystal Corporation will air over 
CBS starting on Jan, 5. New program which will plug cosmetics, will 
be heard on Saturday evenings from 7:30 to 8 o'clock. 

Besides the life stories of the femme huskies, there will be added va- 
riety entertainment. Gladys Baxter, Walter Preston for the vocals, and 
Victor Arden's orchestra for the music. In between Kay Carroll will 
inject the beauty expert advice. 

Program label will be The Outdoor Girl Beauty Parade. 
may head initial half hour. 


Miss Lowell 





KNX, KFI, KFWB and KHJ are splitting costs on a Coast technical 
survey of the receptive powers of their stations in western territory, 
Test is in connection with the country-wide canvass being made by 
cleared channel stations in order to have ammunition to present to the 
Federal Communications Commission and halt the dividing up of the 
frequencies. 

Testing equipment in the west is to be installed at Los Angeles, Seattle 
and Denver, 





U. S. Supreme Court's decision which upheld David Graves George's 
claim to the authorship of ‘The Wreck of the Old 97’ came as a stiff sur- 
prise to both the phonograph and music publishing industries. George's 
royalties from RCA Victor, it is estimated, amount to around $300,000, 

George got the verdict in the lower court. The circuit court of appeals 
reversed this verdict. Isaac D. Levy, CBS v.p. and owner of WCAU, 
Philadelphia, was among the counsel engaged by RCA Victor for the 
litigation. 





Broadcast of Christmas charity fight sponsored by ‘Cleyeland News’ 
nearly hit backstage rocks when Barney Ross’ manager objected to air- 
ing of fight without getting extra compensation for it. 

Battle raged between him and officials almost up to opening of show. 
Reported that Ed Bang, sporting editor of sheet, threatened to pull Ross 
bff the bill if the scheduled. webbed account of fight didn’t go through 
WTAM. John Royal, NBC exec in town on business, interceded and 
finally ironed out the ruckus, 





Winners of the top prizes in Camay’s ‘Dreams Come True’ contest, 
sponsored by Procter & Gamble and plugged on its thrice-weekly after- 
noon shot, with Barry McKinley, baritone, over the NBC red loop, were 
bunched. None were eastern women. Winner of the first award—$1,000 
a year for life, or $10,000 in a lump sum—is a Chicago girl; of the third 
prize, a Springfield, Ill, woman. Winners of the second and fourth 
prizes live in Sand Point, Idaho, and Cleveland, O., respectively. ; 





Jack Denny, wanting to make his sustaining pickups from the Bilt- 
more different, decided to insert four minutes of chatter about NBC 
artists. Network nixed the idea when the bandman picked on Wilson 
Brown, managing editor of Radio Stars Magazine, to do the pattering. 

Grounds given by the web for its attitude was that the inclusion of 
Brown would show favoritism toward a fan mag and might lead to an 
embarrassing situation, 





New 435-foot vertical radiator at WBT, Charlotte, N. C., is now in use 
replacing the old two-tower antenna. Because of revolutionary ideas 
embodied in the construction for the first time, including a new radial 
ground system, A. B. Chamberlain, chief engineer, and W. B. Lodge, 
assistant general engineer for Columbia, have spent some time in Char- 
lotte preparing a series of articles for engineering journals and papers 
for delivery before scientific societies on the new tower. 





What its inventor describes as the first radical improvement in the 
accordion since its invention more ‘than 100 years ago was patented 
Wednesday (19) by Anthony Mondi of the artist staff of Station WGAL, 
Lancaster, Pa, 

His invention is a new type reed ‘with & single steel tongue, makings it 
possible to cut the weight of the instrument nearly in half. 





‘Folies Bergeres’ revue which opens Christmas night at the French 
Casino, N. Y., complained against the R. L. Watking Co, (Dr, Lyons 
toothpowder) for using the ‘F, B.’ billing in the Sunday night Manhat- 
tan Merry-Go-Round programs on the air. 

The Watkins company has desisted and instead mentions that one or 
two of its artists are from the original ‘Folies Bergeres’ in Paris. 





KNX has formally requested KHJ and KMTR, of Los Angeles, to make 
air retractions of the Los Angeles Times’ editorial blast on KNX and 
its independent stand on news which was broadcast from those stationa, 

Demand for retraction is a sequel to recent filing of a suit by KNX 
against the Times in connection with the editorial. 





Studio Piaz in Paris, France, invited 100 guests to hear 
Boyer sing ‘Hands Across the Table’ by radio from New York. 
Something happened to the reception, and all the auditorg got was & 
So the 


Lucienne 


studio put on a couple of Boyer disks made a year or so ago. 





With the lyrics changed to suit the requirements of the network's 
censor, ‘Lawd, I Give You My Children’ has been okasyed for release 
over CBS. The spiritual, published by Miller Music, Inc., is also back 
to its original title. Columbia has objected not only to some of the 
verses but the second choice of title, ‘Satan, I Give You My Children.’ 





In rehearsing for her commercial broadcasts, Mary Pickford combines 
radio and picture technique, 


Reading her lines before the mike, Miss Pickford gets a sound track 
playback to personally criticize herself. 





_ Hotel St. Francis fire in San Francisco (6) upset a few radio people 
Ed Fitzpatrick who lived there was aroused at around five in the morn 
ing and just did get his fiddle before he was forced to leave his room. 





KYA’s remote to the hotel was completely destroyed, 
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American Chain Now Linked 100% by 
AT.&T,; Drop Western Union 


A. T. & T. facilities are now used 
throughout the entire ABS network. 
Went into effect last week. Hereto- 
fore a Western Union line, with re- 
peater points along the way, was 
run through each of the seaboard 
stations. Gradually these were re- 
placed one by one by A. T. & T. 
equipment, and since October the 
only outlets operating thus were in 
Washington, Baltimore, Wilmington 
and Trenton. These last four were 
changed over just this month. 

Station WCOL, Columbus, is the 
latest to join the chain. Edgar 
Wolf is president of the Columbus 
Broadcasting Corp., which owns and 
operates this new link. Transmit- 
ting on a cleared local channel of 
1,210 kilocycles, with full time, sta- 
tion was recently assigned its pres- 
ent call letters. Formerly went on 
as WSEN. New shift in effect on 
Christmas Day. 

Complete roster of network sta- 
tions follows: WMCA, New York, 
key spot; WJW, Akron; WMEX, 
Boston; WABY, Albany; WCBM, 
Baltimore; WHDH, Boston; WEBR, 
Buffalo; WJJD, Chicago; WFBE, 
Cincinnati; WJBK, Detroit; WIND, 
Gary; WIP, Philadelphia; KQV, 
Pittsburgh; WPRO, Providence; 
WHBF, Rock Island; WIL, Bt. 
Louis; WTNJ, Trenton; WOL, 
Washington; WIXBS, Waterbury; 
WHNS, Davenport, and WDEL, 
Wilmington. 


WIP DENIED 
ASCAP DATA 


In a Gecision handed down by 
Judge Mack in the New York Fed- 
e@ral Court last week the Pennsyl- 
wania Broadcasting Co., operators 
of WIP, Philadelphia, was denied 
the right to inside information 
about the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers. “IP is suing for a perma- 
ment injunction restraining ASCAP 
from trying to collect a licensee 
fee, on the ground that the perform- 
ing rights outfit is a monopoly. 

Judge Mack’s ruling denies WIP’s 
request for an accounting showing 
the salaries paid the president, sec- 
retary and general manager of 
ASCAP from 1927 to 1933, the 
operating expenses of the Society 
for the same period, and the fees 
that it has paid during this stretch 
to attorneys. This info was sought 
by the Philly outlet in a set of 
questions submitted preliminary to 
trial of the action. 

The court ordered held in abey- 
ance other points of information 
demanded by WIP. These included 
material about ASCAP’s income 
from picture houses, hotels, restau- 
rants, cabarets and broadcasting 
stations fora number of years down 
to 1933, a list of all station licensees, 
an accounting of the gross pay- 
ments made by the Society to its 
writer and publisher members for 
@ach of the years between 1917 and 
1933, and a cetalog of U. S. and for- 
eign copyrights controlled by 
ASCAP with titles and authors. 

ASCAP counsel objected to re- 
vealing the latter info on the 
Sround that it might tend to in- 
criminate the de.endants named in 
the action, Gene Buck, Louis Bern- 
stein, Jerome Kern and E. C. Mills. 
Contention advanced by the So- 
@iety’s lawyers was that the Philly 
station’s charges could be made the 
basis of a criminal proceedings, or 
& penal action for triple damages, 
and that since an interrogated de- 
fendant could not be called in a 
@riminal case as witness for the 
prosecution he could not for the 
game reason be called to answer 
questions in this civil suit. In re- 
ply to this argument Judge Mack 
Tuled that Mills, as ASCAP gen. 
Mer., could file objections to any 
et the interrogatories which his 
ere deemed Hable to incriminate 

im, 














CBS RETAINS REAM 
AS RESIDENT-ATTY. 


headquarters now has its 
He is 





CBS 
own general office lawyer. 
Joseph R. Ream. 

All questions pertaining to time 
and talent contracts or routine of- 
fice matters with a legal twist are 
to be taken up direct instead of re- 
ferring them to the web's outside 
firm of lawyers. 


— —__— 


UNION OWNED 
WCFL BELOW 
SCALE! 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Station WCFL, owned by the Chi- 
cago Federation of Labor got into 
a jam with the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians last week with Jimmy 
Petrillo, head of the union, pulling 
out the band of nine men when he 
discovered a kick-back system on 
salaries. Station originally carried 
an orchestra of six men, but new 
chieftains of the proposed network 
set up a band of nine members with 
the musicians handing back por- 
tions of their wages. Petrillo re- 
moved the nine men from the sta- 
tion when he learned of it and sent 
the station six new men. 
Union Jam-Up 
Affiliated Radio Network, which 
was to have comprised WCFL, the 
Chicago Labor station, and some 22 
indie outlets in Illinois, Indiana and 
Wisconsin, has postponed its in- 
auguration indefinitely. Announced 
starting dates at intervals during 
the past few months but ncver got 
started at all. WCFL chieftains 
state they want to hold off the start 
of the new regional web until at 
least March 1, when it is expected 
that the new 6,000-watt transmitter 
of WCFL will be ready. 


RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 
STATE FAIR’ OKAYED 


Goodrich Tire has okayed the 
‘State Fair’ idea submitted by Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, agency on the ac- 
count, and the program will make 
its debut on NBC’s red (WEAF) 
link either Feb. 8 or 15. All con- 
tracts are for 39 weeks, with the 
running time 45 minutes and the 
hookup coast to coast. 

Cast will include Ted Lewis, Doc 
Rockwell, the Silvertown Singers 
(16 voices), Phil Duey, Lucile Man- 
ners, Peg LaCentra and Tim and 
Irene. 


Ford, Chevrolet Stick 
On EA7, Madrid, Spain 


Both Ford and Chevrolet have re- 
newed for their shows on EA7, Ma- 
drid, and its allied stations. In 
either case it’s a musical show run- 
ning an hour. Contracts are for 62 
weeks, 

Makes the third year for each of 
these auto makes on the Spanish 
key station. 











Long’s 50,000-Watter 


New Orleans, Dec. 24. 
Huey Long sent through his legis- 
lature a jump in corporation tax to 
take care of a 50,000-watter to be 
built on the Louisiana State Uni- 
versity campus at Baton Rouge. 
Huey has not figured as yet wane 
he will get programs. 
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SLASHING SUPER- 
POWER FEB, 3? 


Action by Radio Commission 
Based on Canadian 
Squawk—CFRB, Toronto, 
Claims Interference—In- 
dustry to Back Crosley in 
Fight for Stay on Cancel- 
lation of Experimental 


500,000 Watter 


—_—_— —. 


LAW SUIT PROBABLE 








Cincinnati, Dec. 24. 

Joseph Chambers, technical 
supervisor of WLW, returned 
Saturday (22) from Washington 
and denied Associated Press 
dispatch from that city report- 
ing that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission had 
notified the State Department 
that it had ordered WLW to re- 
duce its power at night from 
500,000 watts to 50,000 watts 
as result of protests from the 
Canadian government that sta- 
tion is blanketing Dominion 
sound tossers, 

Chambers was in Washington 
to discuss method of overcom- 
ing protests of WLW interfer- 
ence to Canadian stations. He 
says job will be done without 
reducing WLW power, which is 
strongest commercial transmit- 
ter in world. 

Chief trouble in Canada con- 
cerns Station CFRB, Toronto, 
which is at 690 on dial. WLW is 
700 and WOR, Newark, another 
powerful station, is 790 on dial. 
Chambers stated that solution 
to CFRB trouble can be worked 
out by changing its frequency, 
for one thing. 

Present WLW broadcasting 
permit is for six months and ex- 
pires in February, after which 
measures will be put into effect 
to relieve _Canadian_ interfer- 
ence, according to Chambers. 





Washington, Dec. 24. 

American broadcasting industry’s 
first major experiment in super- 
power operation ran into interna- 
tional complications last week, and 
appeared bound for Federal courts 
in significant legal test of basic 
principles of communications regu- 
lation. 

Although formal announcement 
has not been made, Federal Com- 
munications Commission last week 
voted to cancel the special experi- 
mental authority of Crosley’s 
500,000-watter, WLW, at expira- 
tion of present license period, Feb. 
3, 1935, in response to Canadian 
protests. Crosley, supported by 
virtually the entire American indus- 
try, is expected to carry the matter 
to court in an attempt to obtain 
stay of commish order. 

Bound up in complicated interna- 
tional and political circumstances, 
basic issue on which fight will be 
based involves the question of 
whether the United States or Can- 
ada shall write regulations under 
which American broadcasters will 
operate. 

Formal statements were withheld 
today at both the Communications 
Commission and State Department, 
but from other quarters it was 
learned that United States author- 
ities have decided to knuckle down 
to the Dominion instead of fighting 
the question to a showdown. 

Because Crosley’s special grant 
has six weeks more to run, Com- 
munications board is not expected 
to announce its action until the li- 
cense period is over. Crosley like- 
wise is expected to sit back and 
wait for definite order before in- 
itilating legal proceedings. 

To Reduce Night Strength 

Unless political pressure forces 
the commish to alter plans, Cros- 
ley will be authorized upon expira- 
tion of present license to continue 
operating with 600,000 watts only 
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Fed. Commish Grants 9 More License 
Renewals, but with Reservations 





i. 


CHISELING CHARGE 


Big L. A. Stations Aver Smallies 
Undersell Card Rates 








Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Major radio stations here have 
requested the Radio Code Authority 
to make an investigation of the 
Southern California territory claim- 
ing a mass of code violations by 
smaller stations. 


Principal complaints against the 
one lungers is the alleged failure of 
these stations to live up to their 
rate cards. General cut-rating and 
contingent deal chiseling said to be 
common practice. 


FILE PROTESTS 
ON AIR CODE 
CHANGES 


Washington, Dec. 24. 

Strenuous protests against code 
authority proposal to tighten 
broadcasting code prohibitions on 
rate-cutting were filed with the 
National Recovery Administration 
last week by nine industry mem- 
bers in all sections. Action on sug- 
gested amendments held up until 
middle of next month. ; 

Only two objections were direct- 
ed against suggested amendment 
banning discounts on contracts pro- 
viding for combination sales of ra- 
dio and other advertising media, but 
six kicks came in against the move 
to outlaw discounts on run-of- 
schedule business. 

Leading squawker was WDAF, 
Kansas City Star, which demanded 
and was granted permission to sub- 
mit briefs outlining reasons for op- 
position to the combination-sale 
proposition. Counsel for publisher 
was told to come in and talk mat- 
ter over Jan. 11. No hearing for 
other protestants is contemplated, 
however, as none of the other kick- 
ers asked for opportunity to file 
added data. 

Joining WDAF in move to block 
the code authority’s attempt to curb 
rate-cutting through granting of 
discounts on combination contracts 
was Dallas Times-Herald, which 
operates WFAA. 

Bleats against prohibtion of dis- 
count for run-of-sked sales includ- 
ed admission by one broadcaster 
that virtually all of his business 
was done on that basis. Gent gave 
himself away, however, by reveal- 
ing entire operating schedule and 
his time-sharing agreement with 
other transmitters on his frequency 
and practically destroyed his own 
argument that he cannot contract 
for time on any other terms because 
of uncertainty about when he will 
be on the air. 








Other kickers, all complaining 
about run-of-sked move, were 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle; WJJD, Chi- 


cago, WFAS, White Plains, N. Y.; 
WJAG, Norfolk, Neb.; KGIR, Butte, 
Mont., and KROW, Oakland, Calif. 


Stewart-Warner Ripe 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Stewart-Warner practically set 
with a new program to ride on a 
Columbia coast-to-coaster to start 
early in February. 

Placed th:ough the 
Sample-Hummert agency it will 
ride three times weekly, if and 
when, at 10:30 p. m., EST, on a 15- 
minute shot. Reported that the 
new program will originate on the 
coast. Board of directors will hear 
an audition of the show this week 








Blackett- 





to pass final judgment, 


Washington, Dec. 24, 
Nine more broadcasters were 
placed on the spot last week, as 
the Federal Communications Com- 


mission granted license renewals 
with strings attached. Commish 
oked five power increases and one 
new station, and ordered hearings 
on nine power-boost requests and 
pleas for six new transmitters. 
Qualified for one reason or an- 
other, the following stations ree 
ceived lecense extensions for lim- 
ited periods only: WRDO, Augusta, 
Me.; WJBY, Gadsden, Ala.; WCAP, 


Asbury Park, N. J.; WDEL, Wil- 
mington, Del.; WNEW, Newark, 
N. J.; KGGC, San _ Francisco; 


WPEN, Philadelphia; WDAS, Phila- 
delphia, and WHFC, Cicero, IIl. 

Power increases were granted the 
following: WRGA, Rome, Ga., from 
100 to 250 watts daytime; WTCN, 
Minneapolis, Minn., from 1 kw to 
5 kw daytime; WNAX, Yankton, 
S. D., from 2% kw to 5 kw daytime; 
KHJ, Los Angeles, and KFRC, San 
Francisco, from 2% kw to 5 kw day- 
time. 

Similar requests by other stae 
tions, including some regional trans- 
mitters, were slated for further in- 
vestigation. Broadcasting division 
decided to hear WJBK, Detroit, plea 
for increase from 100 to 500 watts 
and for change in frequency from 
1500 to 680 ke on Jan. 23; KDYL, 
Salt Lake City, and WEEI, Boston, 
applications for boosts from 1 to 5 
kw daytime on Jan. 30; WHK, 
Seven Hills, O., from 1 kw night, 
2% kw day, to 5 kw, on Fb. 6, and 
WTCN, Minneapolis, Minn., for 
change from 1250 ke to 680 ke and 
power change from 1 kw day and 
night to 500 watts night, 1 kw day, 
on Jan, 23, Division also will hear 
request of David H. Cannon, Pasa- 
dena, for new station on 1480 ke 
with 100 watts on Feb. 6. 

Five New Station Hearings 

Cases slated for examiners’ heare 
ings included WOPI, Bristol, Tenn., 
change frequency from 1500 to 620 
ke and power from 100 to 260; 
WKBF, Indianapolis, froiua 500 night 
to 1 kw; KID, Idaho Falls, Ida, 
from 250 night and 500 day, to 500 
night and 1 kw day, and the followe 
ing applications for new stations: 
Southern Minnesota Broadcasting 
Co., Rochester, Minn., 1310 ke, 100 
watts; WH°-L Broadcasting Co, 
Helena, Mont., 1420 ke, 100 watts} 
Alexandria Broadcasting Co., Alexe 
andria, La., 1370 ke, 100 watts} 
Hauser Radio Co., Ventura, Calif, 
1210 ke, 100 watts; Bellingham Pube 
lishing Co., Bellingham, Wash., 1420 
ke, 100 watts. 

One application for authority te 
stablish new station was granted 
when commish sustained Examiner 
George H. Hill and issued construce 
tion permit to H. E. Studebaker, 
Lewiston, Ida. for 1420 ke, 100 
watts. 

Several requests for new stations 
were catalogue¢e during the week 
along with pleas for higher power 
for existing transmitters. New ape 
plications included: 

Paul Sullivan Andrews, Lewiston, 
Me., new station, 560 ke, 250 watts 
daytime; WDRC, Hartford, Conn., 
new station 1200 ke, 100 watts; 
Jesse H. Jay, Miami, new station, 
1200 ke, 100 watts; WLBC, Muncie, 
Ind., increase from 50 night, 100 
day, to 10’ night, 250 day; WREN, 
increase from 1 kw to 5 kw day} 
The Journal Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 
new station, 1010 ke, 1 kw; KLS, 
Oakland, Calif., increase from 250 
to 500 day; James R. Doss, Jr., Dee 
eatur, Ala., new station, 1370 kc, 016 
watts, and KRKD, Los Angeles, in- 
crease from 500 to 1 kw daytime. 





Sponsor Local Shows 





General Mills starting a spot came 
paign in four east and midwest 
cities, using special locally produced 
show to test new sales copy. 

Cities are Indianapolis, Columbus, 





Richmond and Norfolk. 
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Broadcasts 


No. 2—The Annual Gridiron Mystery 





A vice-president’s office. 
About 


Prolog: 
‘Ah, Bilt. 


that me t 


Come in, boy. 


morrow. Want this to 


mike is dead for a few 
1 while. Give the 
audience a break Make it a good 
ya but don’t ‘overwrite’ it. 
little, ah—too enthusiastic 
ast week. Not quite so much striv- 
ine for color, Biff. You know your 
gtuff. Stout fella. Now push off. 
1:45 P. M. Saturday afternoon: 
‘Good afternoon, ladies and gentle- 
men, time marches on. Oh, geez. 
food afternoon, ladies and gentle- 
men, you're in Palmer Stadium at 
Princeton, N. J., for the Yale- 


were a 


Princeton game. It's a gorgeous 
day with a bright sun and probably 
@ trifle too warm for the players. 

Well, both bands are in and 
Maybe we'll give you a load of 
®%m. So far those Yale musicians 


have about gone through the whole 
Remick catalog, but the Princeton 
tooters are sticking to tradition. 
Where’s their commercial instinct? 
I had a tough night and I’m tired, 
but we're going to make this broad- 
cast a little different. 

‘First, I'm not going to tell you 
who Iam. Just on the theory that 
nobody cares. And we’re also going 
to skip giving you the season’s re- 
cords of both teams. That’s on the 
supposition that you know as much 
as we do about the squads or you 
wouldn't be listening in. We'll give 
you the lineup presently. Stretch, 
that’s my assistant, is checking 
with the bench now. The lowly 
press is over to my right, but we 
haven’t spoken since ’24. 

‘And now that that’s over, listen 
you mugegs. 
on this broadcast as possible. Never 
mind cluttering up the studio with 
your penmanship. If there’s no 
mail we'll know it was all right, so 
just skip it. But in case you want 
to holler we'll give you a running 
start by tellin’ the world this is 
the Rational] Broadcasting Company, 
and heave-ho for station i-dentifica- 
tion. (30 seconds lapse). 

‘The ball is on Princeton’s one- 
yard line in Princeton’s possession. 
What a break, what a break. 


What’s the difference how it got, 


there? The Tiger is going to kick 
...he does...and it’s Yale’s ball in 
the territory of the Orange and the 
Black. Yale shifts to the right and 
—ladies and gentlemen, we've just 
intercepted an SOS that Paul 
Whiteman is in distress. He’s in 
the middle of ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ 
and. has forgotten how it goes. 
They’ve sent for Deems Taylor and 
...Rosecoe is fading to pass, it’s 
down the alley...Kelley has it... 
he’s running...he’s running...he's 
still running...and that makes it 
six to nothing in favor of Yale in 
the middle of this, the first quarter 
of the Princeton-Yale game at 
Princeton, N. J. This is the Ra- 
tional Broadcasting Company. (30 
sec.) 

‘We're well into the second 
quarter and it’s Princeton’s ball on 
its own 25. There he goes...there 
he goes...Nagurski is running... 
he’s running...they’ve got him and 
he’s down. Oh, Stretch says that 
was Levan. Well, he looks some- 
thing like Nagurski at that. What 
a gallop. If Prineceton’s going to 
score this looks like the _ spot. 
There's a pass,..and it’s good... 
good...to Yale’s...four-yard line 
for a first down. And that’s the end 
of the half. Nope, nope, just time 
out. Say, Stretch, did you get me 
on cheese last night? They say 
I've got that Benny worried. Got 
any scores? I picked Dartmouth, 
Fordham and Penn Thursday night. 
Hope they come in. Oop, they're 
playing. Why they’ve been playing. 
Yale has kicked out and {t’s Prince- 
ton’s ball...and there’s the half. 
No foolin’ this time. 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, my as- 
sistant here, Stretch, will now ana- 
lyze the game up to this point for 
you. Stretch helped inaugurate that 
losing streak at Knox, and I wasn’t 


_ go bad at muffing an inside straight 


myself. Come in, Stretch.’ 

Stretch (in a voice two octaves 
above Ukulele Ike Edwards): ‘T 
agree with Biff here in everything 
he’s said. Both teams are playing 
hard and I’ve got a big surprise for 
you at the end of the game, so be 
sure and wait for it. All right, Biff.’ 

Biff: ‘That's right, folks. I forgot 
to tell you about Stretch’s big sur- 
prise. He hasn’t even told me, but 
he’s cooking up something, and you 
can bet it'll be the bombshell of 


-| day 
‘s|} to tell 


You | 


I want as few squawks! 


; this here football season. So stick 
around after the game. And now 
we've got another treat for you. 
Plenty of famous people around to- 
and we're going to ask them 
you how—hi, Crant—they 
game Some radio an- 
nouncers here with a day off, so 
we'll take them first. Ted, will vou 
i say something about the game? Oh, 
swell, I had no doubt. 


see the 


‘Ladies and gentlemen, this is 
a man who, of course, needs no 
introduction, That paragon of sports 
} announcers, that authority of au- 
thorities, the (hey, Stretch, phone 
down and tell the Yale band I want 
a chord in G—yea, when I raise my 
hand) final word on all sports 
broadcasts. When better sports are 
| played he'll be there or the game'll 
| be off. Folks, Ted Husing.’ (Up 
goes the hand, and no chord—the 
band is busy trying to see if Frank 
Black, in section 4, is listening.) 

Ted: ‘Thank you, Biff. Thank 
you, very much. Ladies and gentle- 
men, it’s fine of Biff to ask me to 
speak to you. That was a sweet 
chore you did on the Glenville-West 
Liberty Teachers game last week, 
Biff. Really a fine boy that. He 
doesn’t want you to know his last 
name, a matter of policy, I’m told, 
and I’m glad I’m not with that net- 
work. It’s been a pleasure, ladies 
and gentlemen, so until we meet 
again—at the Yankee Stadium next 
Saturday for Army-Notre Dame— 
oh, Biff, do you mind? Here’s 
Graham. Say something, Graham. 
For Biff. Ladies and gentlemen, 
Graham McNamee.’ 


Graham: ‘Thank you, Ted. Oh, I 
say —really—I didn’t expect 
Splendid fellow, Ted. Splendid fel- 
low, Biff. The best. I’m very grate- 
ful to Ted, and Biff, for this oppor- 
tunity. Lovely boys. I thought 
Ted's description of the Navy-Notre 
Dame game last week was marvel- 
ous. I was broadcasting another 
game (remember?), but I had a 
receiver to my ear. Not easy to do, 
broadcast and listen at the same 
time. But I do it upon occasion and 
invariably When Ted is on the air. 
So here you are, Biff. Thank you, 
and thank you, Ted.’ 

Biff: ‘Thank you, Ted. Thank 
you, Graham. Don’t get us wrong, 
folks. I swear there’s nothing be- 
tween us guys. We may sound like 
some acrobats look bowing to each 
other, but that’s ethics. 

‘And we’re in the last quarter. 
Stop fretting, folks. Nothing hap- 
pened in the third except that 
Princeton almost scored, but I still 
think it’s six to nothing. Huh? 
Stretch says the Yales converted. 
Well, that makes it seven—nothing. 
So what? Time out again. Say, 
Stretch, those two blondes down 
there. Yea, them. That kid they’re 
with. He’s not stewed, he's stiff. 
Slip down there and promote. It’s 
a long drive back. Go on, Stretch. 
For God, for country and for Yale. 
Hope that left front holds till we 
get back. Wow! Out on the three- 
yard line. Fuller’s kick went out of 
bounds in coffin corner, and that 
about bottles up the Tiger for the 
afternoon, Pardon, public, a couple 
of telegrams. I'll read ‘em. First 
one’s from Chicago, where the 
alumni must be enjoying my broad- 
cast. I quote: ‘Of all the lous P 
It’s Princeton’s ball on its own 20 
and they’re about to Kick. Don't 
they ever run with the ball? 
Where’s that other wire? Ah. It’s 
from Joe Gus, folks, who owns Indi- 
gestion Inn, just off the turnpike 
as you pass New Brunswick. It 
says: ‘Great stuff stop when you 
announce them it’s the same as 
being on the 50-yard line stop even 
better because I sold the pair I had 
this morning for 40-bucks.’ Folks, 
isn’t Joe a card? That wire was 
from Joe Gus, who wns Indigestion 
Inn, just off the turnpike as you 
pass New Brunswick. Thanks, Joe. 
Glad you and the boys are enjoying 
the broadcast. And, Joe, you'll 
probably get me for dinner tonight 
on the way back. Hold a table for 
two .. . €how’d ya do, Stretch, 
quick) . .. make it four, Joe, and 
don’t forget to forget the check. 
Am I cute? Swell guy, Joe. This 
is the Rational Broadcasting Com- 
pany.’ (30 sec.). 

‘They’re tearing down the goal 
posts, folks. Yes, Yale won. Score, 
seven to nothing. A big upset, and 
all honor to both sides. And now 
Stretch has his surprise for you. 
He’s down in the stands somewhere 
with a microphone. All ready, 
Stretch? Take it away.’ 

Stretch: ‘Folks, I want you to 














Likeable Villains 





(Continued from page 29; 
policy from now on never to buy 
goods plugged by these high-pres- 
sure methods, and if the sponsors 


want figures (referring to those 
600,000 hypothetical letters), let us 
say it with figures—by refraining 
from purchasing these products in 
such numbers as to cause their 
sales graphs to hit bottom.’ 

Rabbi David Aronson voiced his 
opinion that outright boycott of 
goods made by sronsors of objec- 
tionable radio programs is the only 
solution. While more timid souls 


may advocate ‘requesting’ the spon- 
sors to modify their programs, only 
vigorous methods will stir them to 
action, the rabbi opined. 

Answering Judge Mendow’s argu- 
ment that radio is still new and 


should be coddled and experimented | 


with, Rabbi Aronson declared that 
just as radio has not reached per- 
fection, neither has humanity, and 
that just because we are not per- 
fect is no reason why we should re- 
main topsy turvy on the radio or 
any other vital question of the day. 
If we wait for perfection in any- 
thing, we wait forever, challenged 
the rabbi. Neither could he see any 
reason why small children should 
be used as guinea pigs for the spon- 
sors’ sales departments; why fragile 
childhood should be experimented 
with. 
Villains Likeable? 


Important, too, averred the rabbi, 
is the fact that children thrill at the 
crime technique as dispensed via 
radio and consequently acquire false 
values of the things in life. While 
in dime-novel fiction the villain was 
always unmistakably mean, radio's 
villains are likeable chaps who 
caress and cajole and win your 
sympathy, and then, when they 
have your name on the dotted line, 
they get in their dirty work he 
stated. 

Professor John E. Anderson, di- 
rector of the Institute of Child Wel- 
fare at the University of Minne- 
sota, suggested that NBC be asked 
to appropriate $500,000 for a nation- 
wide survey of children’s radio pro- 
grams. The prof. declared it would 
cost at least half a million to do 
the job right, if the investigation 
were to be significant and really 
mean anything. 

John Donahue, assistant probation 
officer for Ramsey county (St. 
Paul), cited cases of law-breaking 
tendencies in delinquents traced di- 
rectly to certain radio programs. 
Three youngsters brought before 
him last week, he declared, were 
earrying guns, and pointed to the 
Jack Armstrong program as the in- 
fluence which decided them that 
crime might be made to pay if cer- 
tain mistakes—palpably made by 
the radio villain—could be avoided. 

Besides Jack Armstrong, other 
ether programs which took plenty 
of heat at the meeting were Orphan 
Annie, Skippy, Jimmie Allen and 
Buck Rogers. 

Since the meeting was called 
merely as a rally for an exchange 
of ideas among various groups in- 
terested in children’s welfare, no 
resolutions were passed, but those 
present promised that the suggested 
remedies for improving kids’ radio 
fare would be brought forward and 
threshed out at the very next busi- 
ness meeting of their various or- 
ganizations, 





Divorce Suit Filed 
Syracuse, Dec. 24, 


Naming a Cape May, N. J., woman 
as corespondent, Mrs. Marjorie 
Jacobs Love of this city ts suing 
Luther H. Love, Jr., of Cape May, 
radio entertainer, for divorce. 

Loves were married in Dryden, 
N. Y., in 1926. Love broadcasts 
from WPEN.,. 





meet a college boy who is seeing 
his first college game. He's played 
three years at Hobart and this is 
the first autumn Saturday afternoon 
he’s been anywhere but on his back 
since ’31. I'd like to introduce Slops 
McGee, my boyhood chum. Slops, 
what did you think of the game”’ 

Slops: ‘I thought it was a fine 
game, Stretch. The boys certainly 
played hard. Hello, Ma——’ 

Biff (cuttingin): ‘That was swell, 
Stretch. That'll make ’em remember 
this broadcast, ol’ boy, ol’ boy, ol’ 
boy. And now for a resume of the 
game. Ted, will you go over it once 
lightly? Graham, say a few words 
again. Please? Thank you, Ted. 
Thank you, Graham. Sign off for 
me, Graham, I'm in a hurry. Come 
in, Ted. Come in, Graham. Come 
on, Stretch. Grab those gals. I'll 





meet you at Gate 1.’ 


New York Radio Parade 


By Nellie Revell 





Broadcasting companies are co-operating to put on a big show at the 
Center theatre on Jan. 6 for the benefit of the unemployed musictana, 
Radio industry has a quota of $100,000 to raise for the destitute, 





Bill Bacher Flying High 

Bill Bacher left Saturday morning for Hollywood by 17-hour plane 
to put on the Walt Disney show for the Sunday eve Hall of Fame. Squire 
Baeher remained on Coast for Christmas holiday to put on Bing Crosby's 
Christmas show Tuesday night for Woodbury soap. Returns to NY by 
plane tomorrow (Wednesday) in time to rehearse and stage Esso ‘The 
O'Flynn’ show on Friday night. Bacher is free-lancing and is at Lennon 
& Mitchells as a consultant only. 





ABS Gets Itself a Plug 


ABS has swell stunt under way with new Shubert opus ‘Living Dans 
gerously’ opening in Phila. In third act of show radio is switched on 
for dialogue. At end of sequence announcer puts in plug for ABS’ Then 
another voice announces next program and plugs WMCA at top of dial, 
Then introduces Crazy Water Crystal show and into commercial spiel 
on that product. Costs ABS the making of a few recordings. 





Paid to Stay Off Air 


Rod Arkell contract with Carlsbad Salts calls for his exclusive sere 
vices and so Rod is being paid each week to stay off air since the new 
Morton Downey program went on. Head of Kiesewetter agency han- 
dling account is also boss man of Carlsbad and stockholder of CBS, 
Arkell reports daily at advertising agency. 





Short Shots 


Decca Records contemplate a radio program with their name platter 
talent slated as show. Unless trick pay-off is arranged the talent may 
be on cuff or else recorded... Kate Smith and Hudson Motors want Connie 
Gates to sing on their show Jan. 1. But Connie set with National Bis- 
cuit Co. program at NBC which will keep her from Smith broadcast. . 
However, a schedule ts being laid out and Connie expects to take both 
shows...Colgate auditioned talent for six hours Friday. Listened to 
Otto Harbach musical show with Harbach playing himself, Al Goodman 
ork and Ted Webb...Paul Meyer, former publisher of Theatre Magazine 
and for last three years v.p. of World Broadcasting, has new corporation 
called ‘Onto N. Y¥.’, which will make business film plugging the town... 
The Pickens Sisters will resume their NBC schedule on Sat when 
‘Thumbs Up’ returns from Phila...Frank Novak starts new show first 
of year. Show is morning shot five times weekly for Metropolitan Life 
...-Mary Boland and Charles Ruggles will Hall of Fame it Sunday... 
Freddie Berrens ork returns to air over CBS with a 25-piece ork on a 
remote spot...WINS Xmas show had Joseph Rumshinsky, Jewish com- 
poser...Entire cast of Fred Allen show also renewed for 26 weeks... 
Diane Phillips of ABS continuity dept, is ‘Fashion Writer’ for that nete 
work, 





Stand By 


Skeets Miller of NBC special events is to be new night program man- 
ager. Bill Lundell of special interviews replaces Miller as head of 
special events...Boake Carter signed for third year by Philco-and net- 
work will be enlarged by six outlets making total of 21 stations. ..Fgances 
Lee Barton in new Friday afternoon General Foods show at NBC... 
Enric Madriguera ork renewed by Hotel Weylin to March 1...Shirley 
Howard to Bermuda for one week of vacash...Bob Larri ork from Hotel 
Piccadilly is new ABS dance remote...Paul Stewart and Helene Dumas 
round out the Dr, Rockwell ‘Coffee and Doughnuts’ show...Otis Harlan 
Reid may be commentator on new Chesterfield set-up of Jan. 7...Vi 
Bradley who sings as CBS’ ‘Sophisticated Lady’ used to be staff ork 
leader for WBBM in Chicago...Liberty Mag renewed for 13 weeks ef- 
fective Jan. 10...Do Re Mi are now CBS ‘Bluebirds’...Gladys Rice set 
for new Tire show at NBC on Jan. 14...Al Kavelin handed in his two- 
week notice the night he opened at Tavern-on-Green. Alan Leafer ork 
replaces...Eustace Wyatt, radio actor, clashed with a cab last week 
and is hobbling around with a cane...Crumit and Sanderson are renewed 
for another 52 weeks by Bond Bread effective Jan, 6. Makes fifth year 
for same sponsor on CBS...Frank Hennings, ex-manager of WMCA 
Artist Bureau, to Mills Artist Bureau...James Crowell is new addition 
to J. M. Mathes Agency. 





Scrambled Notes 

Jack and Loretta Clemens take air for Venida Hairnet on Jan. 13 at 
NBC in 15-minute show. Johnny Cantwell of Rocke Productions wrote 
script...Thompson Guernsey, owner and manager of WLBZ, Bangor, 
Me., and Charles H. Gurney of WNAX to CBS NY offices last week... 
Porter Houston, chief engineer of WCBS in Baltimore, and Ollie King 
program manager of WOL in Washington, D, C., visiting ABS in NY... 
Martha Mears signed for 13 weeks on ‘House Party’ for Colgate...Dec, 
27 will make it 15 years as ork leader for Emil Coleman. Started 198 
years back at old Bustanboy’s with Sigmund Romberg...Hollywood 
Hotel show will drop guest stars on Dec. 30...Amos and Andy show will 
have a cash prize contest next month...Donald Novis and Vera Van will 
be steady talent on new Vicks set-up. Warren Hull as m.c. and Freddie 
Martin ork. 





Post Script 

‘The Gumps’ adding 11 stations to CBS network which will feed show 
to the Coast...Carolyn Gray, staff pianist at WCAE in Pittsburgh, re- 
signed last week and is back in town looking for a connection...New 
WOR show titled ‘Human Side of Govt’ will have 8S. T. Grannik, asst 
d.a. of NY County as Interviewer. Postmaster Jim Farley is to be first 
speaker...Saul Flaum, advertising manager of Radio Guide has resigned 
-.-Lux after Katherine Cornell and Maude Adams, Both deals still in 
gab stage...Hi Brown taking plenty of ribbing about the dramatic talent 
of his eight-week-young son. Brown claims has youngster trained to 
cry in all dialecits...‘Tasty-Lax’ now with Redfield-Coupe Agency... 
Marlene Cosmetic Co. is contemplating use of radio...Kate Smith mald’s 
name is Maria Skrob, pronounced Scrub...Jessica Dragonette renewed 
for 52 weeks by Cities Service...Marguerite Harrison takes mike twice 
weekly at ABS. Ex-newspaper woman and titled Mrs. Arthur Blake 
away from studio...Glen Gray ork to Ashville, North Carolina, to play 
for one of Camel execs. Isham Jones ork will do sustaining spot on CBS 
---NBC Staff Review is name of new sheet by and for benefit of NBC 
staff. Frank La Pore is editor-in-chief...Bill and Ginger of CBS will 
double in vaude next year...Various departments at NBC giving lectures 
for benefit of uniformed staffs with idea that boys can look to advance- 
ment with definite ideas as to what they want to do...CBS booked Ferd@ 
Grofe ork at Drake Hotel in Chi to open Dec. 29. 





Additional 
Australian Syndicate in town looking to buy scripts to be used for 
recordings on Australian stations...Palmolive may buy another one-half 
hour of time and air the Colgate show at end of Palmolive program. 
May call for switch to another eve to obtain time if proposal goes through 
-.-Jean McDonald sect to George B. Storer, prexy of ABS, hurt ankle in 
rainy day fall...“The Musical Postman’ featuring Artells Dickson will 





replace Dick Newton on CBS 8 a. m. show...Ruth Etting new show at 
NEC is for Pep and will be opposition. te Vallee 
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Anne Ashenhurst, Radio Showwoman, 


Explains Her Program Theories 





By Cecelia Ager 


Anne S, Ashenhurst, Goucher col- 


lege, '29, production manager for 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc., is 


the only woman she knows of hold- 
ing down this sort of a job. Mrs. 
Ashenhurst used to be a newspaper 
woman herself: Baltimore Sun, ‘Ad- 
vice to the Lovelorn,’ and Paris edi- 
tion of the Herald, interviews. Six 
years ago she stormed the advertis- 
ing agency field, which had just 
begun to experiment with radio, and 
her newspaper woman's intuition 
suggested to her that editorial fea- 
tures which interested women in the 
dailies might prove every bit as in- 
teresting to women on the air, 
whereupon she induced her agency 
to let her conduct an Advice to the 
Lovelorn program for Neet. 

Mrs. Ashenhurst’s intuition was 
good. Today she is in charge of 30 
radio programs a week and is in- 
stalled in an impressive office at 230 
Park, discreet with the feminine 
touch. Chintz hangings, Chip- 
pendale ladder back chairs, a 
charming little English knee hole 
desk, Napoleonic prints, a prim 
English sofa, a graceful low table 
with the Goucher Alumnae Quarter- 
ly on it, and a French pottery ash 
tray for those that smoke. Mrs. 
Ashenhurst doesn’t smoke herself, 
because it makes her sick. 

Mrs. :Ashenhurst is very earnest 
and sincere about her programs, and 


ones on page 38) 


CBS GETS % ON 
NBC PROGRAM 





Columbia Artists Bureau will col- 
ect a commission from the Red 

ichols unit which makes its debut 
on NBC Jan. 24 as part of the Kel- 
loge’s (Pep) cast. Contract all 
around is for 26 weeks. NBC takes 
the attitude that interchange of tal- 
@nt between networks now has no 
significance. 

N. W. Ayers did the dramatic 
talent booking direct, while Ruth 
Etting was engaged through the 
Rockwell-O’Keefe office. 


London Celeb-Chaser 





Program Substituted 





London, Dec. 11. 


‘In Town To-Night,’ a British 
Broadcasting Corporation show 
which was introduced by Eric 


Maschwitz, the head of the vaude- 
Ville department, some two years 
@Z0 will be discontinued as soon as 
he returns from his vacation. 

This is one of the most popular 
of the B.B.C. programs and has 
served as a medium of introducing 
several prominent personalities, in- 
cluding most of the American stars 
Over here, 

Maschwitz, instead, will introduce 
Reape which is likely to be dubbed 

ith The Mike Around London,’ 
which will pick up important people 
pe & portable mike, and will then 
® relayed from the B.B.C. 





Trooper’s Tra-La-La Hobby 
Rochester, Dec. 24, 


Major John A. Warner, head of 
© New York State Troopers, made 
is radio debut as a pianist over 
AM and NBC network, Satur- 
id night, at 7 p.m. He played 
chumann’s Concerto ‘Concerto in 
Minor,’ accompanied by the 
tromberg-Carlson orchestra. 

Major Warner, who was born in 
Rochester, is the son-in-law of for- 
ay Governor Al Smith. Much of 

8 time when not engaged in police 
Work Is snent in musical activities 


+ 


| 





L. A.’S 3 NATIONALS 


Trio of Country Wide Programs 
a Record for Coast 








Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Starting Jan. 7, and on each suc- 
cessive Tuesday night for 13 weeks, 
three national programs will be 
emanating from Los Angeles si- 
multaneously, a record for coast 
network broadcasting. 

Trio going out at the same time 
will be Grace Moore on NBC’s blue 
net for Vicks, Ben Bernie on NBC’s 
red for Pabst, and Bing Crosby on 
CBS for Woodbury. 





University Irate at 
Co-Ed’s Campus Quips 


On Air in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Dec. 24. 
A campus gossip’column over the 
KFOR waves almost brought the 
expulsion of the girl who gave it 
and plunged the station into a bat- 
tle with the University of Nebraska. 
Beth Langford, junior in college, 


a few squibs about the social do- 
ings at school and the program had 
hardly started when she was sum- 
moned before the Dean of Women 
and told to drop the job or be ex- 
pelled. 

Reason given was that the dope 
put the University in a bad light, 
especially from the social angle, 
and was a detriment. KFOR and 
the girl could do nothing but accede, 
despite free speech angle, although 
the program is still on the air with 
a sub doing the miking under the 
monicker of Jane Doe. 


RADIO OKES SCHEDULING 
OF EXTRA-TIME RATES 


Washington, Dec, 24. 

Broadcasting industry has sup- 
ported by a three-to-one majority 
the Code Authority proposal to re- 
quire rate schedules covering sales 
of time over one hour. Codists will 
decide early next month whether to 
propose formal amendment and 
write rules into the code. 

Under the plan, stations would 
be compelled to file multiplication 
table showing pric s quoted for 
sales in standard units up to total 
of three hours. Would have to fix 
yardstick for quarter-hour periods, 
and would not be r -mitted to grant 
rebates or discounts except as stip- 
ulated in published sked. 











Kolynos Drops Coast 


¢ oa Dec. 24. 

Kolynos has dropped its west and 
Coast radio campaign through Co- 
lumbia and is concentrating its 
ether plugging on the Columbia 
eastern leg from New York to Chi- 
cago. Will use newspyrper spreads 
in the golden gate territory. 

Western leg of Columbia carried 
a show originating in the WGN, 
Chicago Tribune, studios. But with 
the dropping of the west network 
Kolynos is replacing WGN with 
WBBM, the regular CBS station 
here, tacking that outlet on the 
regular eastern Columbia hook-up. 
Didn't want to produce a separate 
show here just for WGN 





‘Jimmy Allen’ a Firm 
Chicago, Dec, 24. 
Radio script show of ‘Jimmy 
Allen’ is going comic strip, accord- 
ing to the ambitions of Capt. Wil- 
fred Moore and Robert Burtt, who 
turn out the radio aviation program. 
Have formed a company tagged 
‘Jimmy Allen Enterprises.’ 
‘Allen’ is being spotted through 
the country by several sponsors. 
Dean Marrs here is in charge of 





the ‘Mrternviche’ 


was hired by the station to deliver: 
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REAL SHOW BOAT FLOPS 


AUDITION ENDS 
THUMPOON TEA 


Cant. Billy Bryant Brought 
Into New York from 
Sticks, but Didn’t Recog- 
nize Himself or His Show 
Boat Company 








TOO MUCH CLASS 





J. Walter Thompson agency is 
looking argund for another program 
to submit to American Tobacco for 
its Half-and-Half brand, because 
the agency’s audition of a show- 
boat idea didn’t turn out so well. 
Tangled up with the audition that 
fizzled is the saga of Capt. Billy 
Bryant’s introduction to big-time 
radio and what happened when the 
Thompson agency’s mike impres- 
arios tried to polish up and place 
in an effete setting one of the rougher 
diamonds of show business. 

Capt. Bryant, who rates as one 
of the few remaining active show- 
boat operators, came out of his ex- 
perience a sorely puzzled fellow. 
It was the first time in his variegat- 
ed show career that he allowed 
anybody to steer him out of his 
particular fleld as an entertainer, 
with the result that Capt. Billy did 
a bigger Brodie than attended his 
attempt on Broadway, three years 
ago. 

The Thompson agency sent a man 
down south to round up Capt. Billy 
and his troupe and bring them into 
New York. It had been the agency’s 
intention to have him put on the 
same type of entertainment with 
which he used to ply the natives 
along the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries after the captain’s bigwheeler 
had been moored to a dock. To 
avoid poaching on the preserves of 
Maxwell House Coffee’s Show Boat 
the Thompson agency decided to 
bill the Bryant affair as ‘The Barn- 
stormers.’ Capt. Billy at first shied 
at the tag, because he couldn’t see 
how a bunch of showboaters could 
be referred to as ‘barnstormers,’ but 
he withdrew his objection when the 
Maxwell angle was explained to him. 


That Touch 

With this issue out of the way 
those concerned with the audition 
then proceeded to make Capt. Billy 
all over again, as well as his act. 
In place of the fellow with the han- 
dlebar mustachios who, in a whiskey 
tenor, would go into teary lament 
over ‘She Was Somebody’s Mother’ 
they inserted a youth of the modern 
crooning school to air the latest 
moon and June limericks from Tin 
Pan Alley. Eliminated also was 
the Swiss bellringer and the lass 
who filled the entre-acts with dit- 
ties of the ‘A Bird in a Gilded Cage’ 
genre. Williams A. Bacher, who for 
a while directed the Maxwell House 
Show Boat, was brought in to whip 
this melange into audition form. 

But the real rub didn’t come until 
they told Capt. Billy, whose flair 
for ad libbing and flip comedy of 
the back-home kind accounted for 
90% of the entertainment in his 
shows, that he would have to work 
from a script. The captain shied 


‘again, but since the audition had 
already been arranged he went 
through with the assignment. Sur- 


rounded by ‘guest stars’ and forced 
to keep his patter confined to lines 
on paper, Capt. Billy handled his 
part sort of nervously, and the gen- 
eral impression left by the audition 


was a disappointing one. 
Capt. Billy, just before his un- 
veiling on Broadway, three years 


ago, gave himself and his troupe an 
appreciable run at the Cort, Chi- 
cago. At $1 top the novelty from 
the mudflats built to business for 
a few weeks. 





Graves Taylor, p.a. for WGAR, 
Cleveland, to be married to Ger- 
trude Schneider, former Playhouse 
actress, on Deco. 37, and leaving for 
honeymoon in south during holidays. 
Gene Carr, program director, pinch- 
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WDAS Strengthens Signal 
To Meet Philly Competish | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 


First step to increase the efficiency 
of WDAS, Philly independent stu- 
dio, will be the construction of a 
new vertical type transmitter. Ac- 


cording to owner Maurice Stap- 
pacher, new signal will cover the 
local area thoroughly, and place 
WDAS in a position to meet the 
competition which has turned up 
suddenly in the Philly ether dis- 
trict. 


This is only one example of the 
rehabilitation here to meet the com- 
bined KYW-WCAU studios under 
the Levys brothers’ management. 





Newspapers Interrogate | 
Public on Radio Likes; 
WHIO Gets Set to Pop 


Springfield, O., Dec. 24. 

Management of radio station 
WHIO, Miami Vailey Broadcasting 
Corp. of The Dayton Daily News 
and The Springfield News and Sun. 
which starts operation about Jan. 
15, is giving prospective listeners a 
fair break in regard to program 
preferences. This station is the 
former WLBW of Erie, Pa. Gov. 
James M. Cox is new boss. 





Station owners are printing blanks 
daily in affiliated newspapers, which 
readers are asked to fill out and 
return to newspaper offices. They 
are to indicate what types of pro- 
grams, from among music, comedy, 
drama, sports, news, markets, chil- 
dren, religious, educational and 
women’s features, they enjoy most; 
what kind of music they enjoy 
most, classified in group one as to 
popular, semi-classical, classical, old 
time and sacred, and in group two 
as to concert orchestra, dance or- 
chestra, string trio, piano, organ, 
other instrumental solos, Hawaiian, 
male voices and women’s voices; 
what sports events they would like 
to hear; what time in the morning 
they would like for broadcasts to 
start; how late they would like 
programs to continue at night; and 
any other program suggestions. 

Answers on blanks are being 
checked at newspaper offices and 
will be considered when arranging 
programs. Station will be hooked 
up with NBC red web, officials have 
announced. 

Opposition station in Miami Val- 
ley, WSMK, Dayton, station of The 
Journal-Herald, is to move to 
enlarged studios within several 
weeks. New headquarters are now 
being remodeled on the second and 
third floors of Loew’s Dayton The- 
atre building, under the direction of 
Stanley M. Krohn, studio manager. | 
Now receiving Columbia broadcasts, 
station is to use practically all air- 
casts of this chain after Jan. 1. 











Fiddler’s Lipstick Airer 
Swings Over NBC Jan. 16 


Hollywood, Dee. 24. 

Jimmy Fidler’s Hollywood chatter | 
swiug for Tangee lip stick starts | 
Jan. 16 over NBC. 

Fan mag editor will be on weekly 
for a 15-min. chat on the doings 
of film names and may double for 
Non Spi on same program. 








Pepsodent / Adds WSYR 


For the first time in two years 
Pepsodent has started to expand 
its Amos ’n’ Andy hookup. | 

Account on a hours’ notice 
added WSYR, Sy use, last Friday | 

¢ 7) 





Opinions 
ights in News 














Seattle, Dec. 24. 

Reversing himself on a previous 
decision, Federal Judge Bowen last 
week refused to grant a permanent 
injunction restraining KVOS, Bell- 
ingham, from broadcasting spot 
items culled from newspapers. In 
his latest ruling, which establishes 


a precedent from this. district, 
Judge Bowen held that news is 
public property immediately after 
regular publication and may be 


broadcast. 

Same judge two months previous 
issued a temporary injunction 
against KVOS on the news pirating 
issue. With this victory in hand 
the complainants, the Associated 
Press, the Bellingham Herald and 
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, then 
pressed for a permanent order, 
Judge Bowen's new decision does 
not involve the pirating of news by 
one news gathering agency from 
another for publication. By virtue 
of Judge Bowen's ruling broadcast- 
ers are now free to relay over the 
air any news items carried in the 
local or nearby city dailies. 

In a similar case at Sioux Falls, 
S. D., involving KSOO, the local 
Federal judge granted the AP an 
injunction against the station on 
the ground that news had a prop- 
erty value for 24 hours after publi- 
cation. 


AMATEURS ON 
UPBEAT ALL 
OVER 





Amateur show trend continues on 
upbeat. Fred Allen will have his 
own comedy version of amateur 
night on the Ipana-Sal Hepatica 
program. WISN, Milwaukee, has 
established an afternoon ‘Air 
Breaks’ programs for newcomers. 

Amateur programs are called va- 
rious names with only about 50% 
frankly labelled as such, ‘Stars of 
To-Morrow’ appeals to radio as 
classier than the word amateur. But 
meanwhile there’s.no question that 
this is the dominant regional and 
general program cycle in broadcast- 
ing today. 

Kate Smith’s New Star revue 
getting under way on Christmas 
Eve as the Hudson Terraplane 
splash is making an _ extensive 
cross-country coverage in its cam- 
paign to pick out new air talent, 
There are 80 stations. in the hook- 
up and songstress to make a per- 
sonal visit to as many of these 
spots as possible. 

Details concerning the transcon- 
tinental hop include a contest to be 
staged each week in a different 
city. Preliminary announcements 
are to be made locally four weeks 
in advance with the stations to 
continue this build-up program 
steadily. Any person is eligible 
who has not appeared on a net- 
work of more than three stations. 
Hudson dealers supplying the 
| blanks for signing up, and all regis- 
trations to be made personally at 
| these branches. 

Auditions over the 
tions to run a week with 


local CBS sta- 
ten win- 


ners to be picked. On Fridays Kate 
Smith will arrive and head a jury 
of seven judges to sort out the two 
finals. That night a quarter hour 
program will be broadcast featuring 
the singer and the local Hudson 
distributor putting up the coin. This 
will also serve as the occasion to 
announce the two final winne 
Then, two weeks later, the lucky 
ones trek eastward to New York 
and appear on Kate ith’s major 
program. All expenses paid id 
winners to get additional money for 
their air chores. First place to get 
this stunt is Washington, D. C., on 
Dec, 28. H. Elliott Stuckel direct- 
ing campaign. An advance CBS 
4? ? on ° ” ) 
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COMMERCIALS 


WEEK OF DEC. 25-31 





This Department lists sponsored programs on both networks, 
arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name. 
Where 


one advertiser 








All time is p. m. unless otherwise noted. 
has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. 
An asterisk before name indicates advertising agency handling 
account. 
Abbreviations: Su (Sunday); M (Monday); Tu (Tuesday); 
W «(Wednesday); Th (Thursday); F (Friday); S: (Saturday). 
ACME PAINT | Ted Fio-Rito Ore 9-Th-WEAF KELLOGG 
6:30-Sa-WABC i age haneonr * (Maxwell) 5:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Smiling McConnell oes ae Frank McIntyre _ Su-WdZ 
*Henri, H. & McD. AAC - Lanny Ross ‘Singing Lady’ 
. a TA Conrad Thibault Ireene Wicker 
A&P Edward D’Anna Sa or” ane a 
9-M-WEAF Francis Bowman Muriel Wilson N. W. Ayer 
Harry Horlick *B. B. D. & O. ee eee KOLYNOS 
Frank Parker CARLSBAD sus omyeyy - %:15-Daily Ex Sa- 
*Paris & Peart (Salts) 8:30-W-WJIZ Su-WABC 
AMERICAN 1 oo WIZ (Log Cabin Syrup)|-Just Plain Bill’ 


ROLLING MILLS 
6:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Simon Ore 
Bennett Chapple 
*B. B. D. & O. 


ARMOUR 

9:50-F-WJIZ 
Phil Baker 
Martha Mears 
Harry McNaughton 
Leon Belasco Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 


B. T. BABBITT 
1:30-Su-\WEAF 


Mary Smali 
Wm. Wirges 
Southernaires 4 
Bob Crosby 
*Pech 
BEECHNUT 
7:30-M-W-F-WJIZ 
‘Red Davis’ 
Burgess Meredith 
Jack Rosleigh 
Marion Darney 
Elizabeth Ragge 
Johnny Kane 
Eunice Howard 
Jean Southern 
*McCann-E 
BISODOL 
8:30-W-WABC 
Everett Marshall 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Ohman & Arden 
Victor Arden'’s Ore 
*Blackett 


BLUE COAL 
6:230-M-W-WABC 
‘The Shadow’ 
James La Curto 
Allyn Josslyn 
Wm. Johnstone 
Virginia Venable 
Betty Worth 
Julia Noa 
Paul Huber 
Santos Ortego 
Jury Macy 
Wilmer Walter 
Paul Stewart 
Bradley Barker 
Rita Vale 
Betty Garde 
Alice Reinhardt 
Milton Herman 
Walter Soderling 
*Ruthrauff-R 

ROKDEN 

10-Th-WABC 
"45 Min. in H'lyw’d’ 
Arlene Francis 
Marion Hopkinson 
Dwight Weist 
Chet Stratton 
Jack Smart 
Howard Smith 
Peggy Allenby 
Fred Uttal 
Lester Jay 
Lucille Wall 


Frank Readick 
Ted de Corsia 
William Adams 
Arthur Boran 
Mary Newton 
Chas. Cantor 
Jas. Meighan 
Ray Bloch 
Agnes Moorenead 


Virginia Morgau 
Donny Boone 
Maria Silveria 
Donald Novis 

Rert Parks 

Cal Yor’ 

Eaton Boys 

Mark VWarnow Orc 


11:45-W-WABC 
Jane Ellison 
*Youn: & Rubicam 
ROSCH 
A. S. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2-Su-WABC 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett-S-H 
BREITENBACH 
(Pento-Mangan) 
2-Su-WIZ 
Anthony Frome 
Alwyn Bach 
*McCann-Erickson 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 


(Sai Hepatica) 
(Ipana) 
Fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
Irwin Delimore 
Minerva Pious 
James Melton 
Lennie Hayton 
*Benton & Bowles 
CAMPANA 
6:50-Su-WdIZ 
Ann Sevmovr 
Don Ameche 
Phil Lord 
Betty Winkler 
10-F-WEAF 
‘First Nignter’ 
June Meredith 
Dor Ameche 
_ n Brickert 
Cuff s ? 
E st Ore 
eA lace 


‘ 
‘e 


Jar i ms 
Louella Parsons 


Morton Downey 
tuy Bates Post 
Ray Sinatri Ore 
*Kiesewetter 
CARNATIe~« MILK 
10-M-WEAF 


Lullaby Lady 
M L Eastman 
*Erwin, Wasey 
CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Rosario Bourdon Or 
Quartet 
*Lord & Thomas 
COCA COLA 
10:30-¥-WEAF 
Frank Black Orc 
Chorus 
~D’Arcy 
COLGATE-PALM . 
10-Tu-WEAF 
‘Palmolive Soap) 
‘Babes in Toyland’ 
Marshal Bartholo- 
mew Singers 
John Barclay 
Nat Shilkret 
9:30-M-WEAF 
(ColgateToothpaste) 
Al Goodman Orc 
*Benton-B 
CONTINENTAL 
OIL Co. 
10:30-W-WJZ 
Harry Richman 
Jack Denny 
John B. Kennedy 
*Tracyv-L-D 
CORN PRODUCTS 
12:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘The Gumps’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Agnes Moorehead 
Lester Jay 
George Graham 
Edith Spencer 
*E. W. Hellwig 
CREAM O’ WHEAT 
9-Su-WABC 
Alexander Woollcott 
R. Armbruster Orc 
*J. W. Thompson 
R. D. DAVIS 
(Cocomalt) 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
William Shelley 
Elaine Meichior 
Joseph Granby 
Marion Allen 
Fréd Utell 
Walter Tetley 
Louis Hector 
Paul Stewart 
*Ruthrauff & R 
EMERSON 
(Bromo Seltzer) 
8:30-F-WJZ 
‘Intimate Revue’ 
Al Goodman Ore 
Jane Froman 
Al Bowlly 
*J. M. Mathes 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 
Lud Gluskin 
Block & Sully 
Gertrude Niesen 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
H. Firestone, Jr, 
Richard Crooks 
Vocal Ensemble 
Wm. Daly Orch 
*Sweeny-James 
FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 
FLETCHER’S 
CASTORIA 
$-Sa-WABC 


Roxy & Gang 

Kitty Lewis 

Aimee Deloro 
Herbert Kingsley 
Vicki Chase 

Darrell Woodyward 
Darrell Woodyard 
Alfred Seville 
Larry Taylor 
Henrietta Sch’mann 
Lillian Morton 


Rosebrook Or 

*Young & R 
FORD MOTOR 
$-Su-W ABC 

Dusolina Giannini 

Detroit Symphony 
9:30-Th-WABC 

Fred Waring 

Ted Pearson 

*N WW. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-WABC 

Sanderson 


Leon 


Julia 





| 


Lanny Ross 
Harry Salter Ore 
*Benton & B 
7-Su-WJZ 
(Jell-O) 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
ldon Bestor Orc 
Frank Parker 
10-W-WABC 
(Grapenuts) 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
Mark Warnow Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL MILLS 
5:30-Daily Ex, Sa- 
Su-WABC 
Jack Armstrong 
All American Boy 
4-Daily-WJZ 
‘Beity & Bob’ 
Betty .Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Car! Brickert 
Lovis Roen 
*Blackett 


GEN. MOTORS 
9:30-Tu-WABC 
(Chevrolet) 
Virginia Rea 
Isham Jones 
10:30-Su-WEAF 
(Pontiac) 
Jane Froman 
Modern Choir 
Fank Black Ore 
8-Su-WJZ 
(Institutional) 
Lucrezia Bori 
Eugene Goossens 
*Campbell-Ewald 


CRONE LAB. 
(Bromo Quinine) 
1:45-Daily Ex. W- 
Sa-WABC 

Pat Kennedy 
Art Kassel Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
GULF 
9:30-Su-WABC 
Will Rogers 
Reed Kennedy 


Oscar Bradley 
*Cecil, W. & 

HEALTH PROD, 
6-Su-WABC 
(Feen-A-Mint) 
‘Amateur Night’ 


Ray Perkins 
*Wm. Esty 
MECKER 1-0 
6:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Nell O'Malley 
Florence Hallan 
Billy Hallop 
Jonn Barthe 
*Erwin-Wasey 
HOOVER 
5-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Charles Sears 
Mary Steel 
Schumann-Heink 
Joe Koestner 
*Drwin-Wasey 


EDNA WALLACE 
HOPPER 
2:15 Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Romance of Helen 

Trent’ 
Virgina Clark 
Lester Tremayne 
Marie Nelson 
Alice Hill 
Sundra Love 
Gene McMillen 
Jack Doty 
Hiazel Dopheide 
*Blackett 


HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 

7:30-Tu-WJIZ 
Edgar A. Guest 
Jos Koestner's Ore 
Charles Sears 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
*c. D. Frey 
HUDSON MOTOR 

8 :30-M-WABC 
Kate Smith 
3 Ambassadors 
Jack Miller Ore 
*Brooke-Smtth 


HUMPHREY’S 
(Medicine) 
10:30 a. m.-S-M-W 
F-WEAF 

Peter de Rose 
May Singhi Breen 
Bob Emery 
JERGEN 
9:30-Su-WJIZ 
Walter Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thompson 


JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
5:30-Su-WEAF 

Tony Wons 

Loretta Poynton 

Hazel Dopheide 

Emery Darcy 

Ginna Vanno 

Ronnie & Van 


Ore 





Frank Crumit 
Herz Bros 
*B Lb. D. & O. 
GENERAL CIGAR 
(White Owl) 
9:30-W-WABC 
Burns & Allen 
Robby Dolan Ore 
*Thompson 
|GENERAL FOODS 
11:15-Th-WEAF 
lrances Lee Barton 


*Young & Rubican 





Anne Campbell 
*Needham 


Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Jos. Latham 
*Blackett-S-H 
KRAFT-PHENIA 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Ore 
Peggy Healy e 
Jack Fulton 
Yvonne Gall 
Helen’ Jepson 
“J. Walt. Thomp. 
LADY ESTHER 
10-Su-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 
Wayne King 
*Stack-Goble 
LEHN & FINh 
(Lysol) 
10-Su-WEAF 
‘Hall of Fame’ 
Charles Ruggles 
Mary Boland 
Lennen & M 
LIBBY McNEILL 
5-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Adventure Hour’ 
Albert Brown 
Patricia Dunlap 
James Andelin 
Jesse Pugh 
Karl Way 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LIGGETT 
& MYERS 
9-M-W-S-WABC 
(Monday) 
Rosa Ponselle 
(Wednesday) 
Nino Martini 
(Saturday) 
Grete Stueckgold 
(Throughout) 
A Kostelanetz Ore 
*Newell-Emmett 
LOUIS PHILLIPPE 


2 Daily Ex. Sa-Su- 
WABC 


‘Marie,Little Frenck 
Princess’ 
Ruth Yorke 
James Meighan 
Allyn Joslyn 
*Blackett 
LUDEN 
8:15-F-WJZ 
Dick Leibert 
Mary Courtlandt 
Robt. Armbuster 
8:45-Sa-WABC 
Mary Courtland 
Robt Armbruster 
Jim Stanley 
Paul Parkes 
Carl Mathieu 
Walter Scanlon 
*J. M. Mathes 
LUX 
2:30-Su-WJZ 
‘Daddy Longlegs’ 
John Boles 
Helen Chandler 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LUXOR 
3-Su-WEAF 
‘Sally of Talkies’ 
June Meredith 
John Goldsworthy 
John Stanford 
Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 
Marjorie Hannan 
*Lord & Thomas 
J. W. MARROW 
(O11 Shampoo) 
1:45-W-WABC 
Mary Lee 
Cadets Male 4 
*Placed direct 
MACFADDEN 
8:30-F-W ABC 
(frue Story) 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Arnold Jobnson’s Or 
Elsie Hitz 
Ned Weaver 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Paul Stewart 
$:30-Th-WABC 
(Liberty) 
Edwin Cc. Hill 
Edward Nell 
Fulton Oursler 
Arnold Johnson Orc 
*Erwin-Wasey 
MALTEX 
1-Su-WEAF 
Dale Carnegie 
Leonard Joy Ore 
*Sam C. Croot 
MAYBELLINE 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
Chas. Gaylord Ore 
*Cramer Kasselt 
MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Dalily WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 
*Direct 
DR. MILES LAB’S 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJIZ 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ridge Runners 
Uncle Ezra 
Lulu Belle 
Maple City 4 
7:45-M-W-F- WEAF 
‘Uncle Ezra,’ Radio 
Station EZRA 
Pat Barrett 
Clift Soubtee 





Carleton ow 
Nora Cunnées 
*Wade 


MOLLE 
10-F-WJIZ 
7:30-Th-WEAF 

Al Bernard 

Paul Dumont 
Theo. Carle 

Mario Cozzi 

Milt Rettenberg Orc 
*Stack-Goble 


BENJ. MOORE 
(Paints) 


11:30 a. m.-W- 
WABC 


Betty Moore 
Lew White 
*Direct 


JOHN C, 
MORRELL 
2:15-Su-WJIZ 
(Dog Food) 
Don Becker 
Dog Chats 
*Henri, H. & MeD. 


MUELLER C, 


10:15 a. m. 

Ex. Sa-Su-WAB 
‘Bill & Ginger’ 
Virginia Baker 
Lyn Murray 
*Hellwig 


NATIONAL 
BISCUIT CO. 
10:30-Sa-WEAF 

Kel Murray Orc 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Benny Goodman Or 
Phil Duey 
Frank Luther 
Carmen Castillla 
Connie Gates 
Helen Ward 
Louis Alvarez 
*McCann-Erick 
N. ¥. MILK 
BUREAU 
5:45-Tu-Th-F-S- 
WABC 
‘Robinson Crusoe,Jr. 
Lester Jay 
Tony Gillman 


‘Junior O'Day : 


Arthur., Bruce 
Cal Tinney 
Billy Mauch 
Bobby Mauch 
Jean Sothern 
°N. W. Ayer 


NORSEC 
(Toothpaste) 
12:30-M-W-F- 
WABC 
W Butterworth 
Milton Rettenberg 
Lou Raderman 
Lucien Schmidt 
*Stack-Goble 


NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 


8-M-WJZ 
Jan Garber 
Dorothy Page 
Bob White 
Elinor Harriott 
Ed Prentess 
Virginia Lee 
*Hays McFarland 
PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WIZ 
‘Death Vall’y Days’ 
Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowbo 
Joseph Bonime Ore 
*McC.Erick 
PACKARD 
8:30-Tu-WJZ 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wilfred Pelletier 
*Young & R 
PEPSODENT 
7-Daily Ex Sat Sun- 
WIZ 


Amos ‘'n’ Andy 
PINEX CO. 
1:30 Su-W-F-WABC 

Little Jack Little 
*Russell M. Seeds 
PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 

Boake Carter 
*Hutchins 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 
I.eo Reisman’s Ore 
Phil Duey 
*Blow 
PILLSBURY 
10:30-Daily-WJIZ 
‘Today's Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amor 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11 a.m,.-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
Mary Ellis Ames 
*Hutchinson 
PLOUGH, INO, 
10-W-WEAF 
Guy Lombardo 
Pat Barnes 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
PINAUD 
}-Sa-WABC 
Arthur Murray 
Earl Oxford 
Leith Stevens 
*Blaker 
PREMIER PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 
Ben Bernie 
*Matteson-F-J 
P’CT’R & G’MBLE 
1:30 Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WJZ 
2:45 Daily Ex. 
Su-WEAF 
(Crisco) 
‘Vie & Sade’ 
Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernadine Flynn 
9:30-Sa- WEAF 
(Ivory Soap) 
‘The Gibson Fam’ 
Conrad Thibault 
Jack & L Clemens 
Lois Bennett 
Don Voorhees Ore 
*Blackman 
3-Dalily Exc 
Sa & Su-Wwitke 
(Oxydol) 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayng 
Margery Hannos 
Karl Hubel 
Will Fornem 


Sa- 


. es ee ~ s 
Fe RR PRIA 





Cc Eggleston 
*Blackett 


RALSTON 
10:15-W-WJZ 
Madame Sylvia 
*Gardner 


RCA RADIOTRON 
9-Sa-WJZ 
John B. Kennedy 
Frank Black Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 
REAL SILK 

9-Sa-WJZ 
Chas. Previn 
Olga Albani 
*Erwin-Wasey 


RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell! 

Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 

Earl Lawrence 


R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camel Cigarets) 
10-Tu-WABC 
9-Th-W ABC 
Casa Loma Band 

Walter O'Keefe 
Annette Hanshaw 

Alice Frost 
Jack O'Keefe 
Louis Sorin 
Kay Renwick 
Karny Sargent 
Pee Wee Hunt 
*Wm. Esty 


ROQUEFORT 
ASSOCIATION 
1:30-M-Th-W ABC 

Bob White 

Don Ameche 

Ed Vito 

*Morris, W. & B. 


SILVER DUST 
7:30-M-W-F- WABC 
‘The O'Neills’ 
Kate McComb 
Jimmy Tansey 
Aee McAlister 
Jack Ruhin 
Jane West 
*B. Bi DB. & OQ. 

SINCLAIR 
 9-M-WIZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federa! 
SHELL 
6:30-Sa-WABC 
‘Sports Review’ 
Eddie Dooley 
*J. M. Thompson 


SMITH BROS, 
9-Sa-WEAF 
Rose Lampton 
Scrappy Lambert 
Billy Hillpot 
Nat Shilkret Ore 
*Homman, T. & F. 


SOCONY VACUUM 
7-Sa-W ABC 

‘Soconyland 
Sketches’ 

Chas. Webster 

A. P. Kaye 

Arthur Allen 

Parker Fennelly 

Kate McComb 

Isabel Winlocke 

Robert Strauss 

Edith Spencer 

John Milton 

Ruth Russell 

William Stickles Or 

*J. S. Getchell 


SPARTON 
6:15-Su-WJZ 
Jolly Coburn 
*Erwin Wasey 
SPRATT 
(Dog Foods) 
5:45-Su- WJZ 
A Payson ‘Terhune 
*Paris & Peart 
STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su-WEAF 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
Opera Tabloida 
‘I Pagliacci’ 
G. Martinelli 
Editha Fleisher 
8-W-WEAF 
(Royal Gelatine) 
Mary Pickford witb 
Stock Co. 
‘Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm’ 
Gale Gordon 
Theodore Osborn 
Crawford Kent 
James Eagles 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 
7:30-Su-WJZ 
Joe Penner 
Stefanni Diamond 
Ozzie’ Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
*J. Walt. T’homp. 
STANDARD OIL 
OF NEW JERSEY 
10:30-F-WABC 
‘The O'Flynn’ 
Viola Philo 
Milton Watson 
Ray Collins 
Lucille Wall 
Leigh Lovell 
Jack Smart 
John Gregg 
Nat Shilkret Orch 
*McCann-Frick 
STERLING PROD. 
8-Tu-WABC 
(Bayer's Aspirin) 
Frank Munn 
Hazel Glenn 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Munn 
Virginia Rea 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 
Gus Haenschen Orc 
9-F-WEAF 
(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Frank Munn 
Vivienne Segal 
8:30-To-WABC 
Abe Lyman 
Vivienne Segal 
Oliver Smith 
5:15-Daily Ex. Ba- 
Su-WABC 
‘Skippy’ 
Franklin Adama, Jr 
Francis Smith 
Ray Appleby, 
*Blackett 
STUDEBAKER 
9:30-Sa-W ABC 
8-M-WEAF 


Orch 


Dir. 


pany Himber 
loey Nash 
*Roche-W-C 

acy Pe ee ES 





Here and There 


Station WBHS, Huntsville, Ala., | Marlin.’ 


operated by Virgil Evans, has asked 
for permission to move to Chatta- 
nooga as well as change call letters 


to WTVA. 


WCAX, Burlington, Vt. has ap- 


plied to the 


local authorities 


for 


permission to install a mike in the 


city council 


chamber 


and the 


mayor's office at the City Hall. May 
also try to get wires into municipal 


courtroom. 


WCAU, 


Philadelphia, 


engineers 


will start their own publication next 
week as a means of gently ribbing 
studio announcers. 


Frank Lamb, WIP, Philadelphia, 


vice-prexy, 


back from Florida full 


of stubborn and stories anent bar- 


racuda, 


Paul Alger, WPEN, Philly, pro- 
gram exec, has turned into an ama- 
teur poet with professional ideas, 





Orin B. Gaston, 


staff orchestra 


leader at WSM, Nashville, died sud- 
denly on Dec. 14, following a heart 


attack, 


Gertrude 


With WSM since 


Berg 


1926, 


is auditioning 


through NBC a new serial entitled 


‘The 
verses 


House 
the 


of Glass.’ 
characters of the elder 


Latter re- 


Goldbergs, with the woman a shrew 


and the 
sonality. 


husband the kindly per- 


Nate Tufts, now with Ruthrauff 


& Ryan, 
former 


Christmas 
associates 


carded his 


at J. Walter 


Thompson in the round-robin fash- 


ion. 


One envelope 


listed all the 


names and enclosed was one card. 





Otto Harbach auditioned an orig- 


inal music 


count was 
party idea. 


comedy 
toothpaste at NBC last week. 
to replace the house 


Colgate 
Ac- 


for 


Kleenex show starts on NBC next 





week. Name will be changed from 

‘Story of Mary Martin’ to ‘Mary 
SUN OIL *Cecil, W. C. 

6:45-Daily Except | WASEY PROD’CTS 
Sa-Su-WJZ 


Lowellt Thomas 
*Roche-Williams 


SWIFT 
8-Sa-WEAF 
Sigmund Romberg 
Wm. Lyon Phelps 
*J. Walt Thompson 
TASTYEAST 
12-Su-WJIZ 

Sam Hearn 
Johnny Blue Orch 
Letty Jane 
George Bueler 
Alice Frost 
Larry Grant 
Peggy Flynn 
*Stack-Goble 
TEXAS cO. 
9:30-Tu- WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
*Hanff-Metzger 


TIME 
9-F-WABC 
Arthur Pryor Jr Dir 

‘March of Time’ 
Howard Barlow Ore 
B.. B., & O. 
UNION CENTRAL 
(Insurance) 
5-Su-WJZ 
‘Roses & Drums’ 
Helen Cjaire 
Reed Brown, Jr. 
John Griggs 
Gus Smith 
Wright Kraer 
J. Spurin-Calleta 
tom Carr 
Jue Curtin 
Edward Jerome 
Jack Roslugh 
Morgan Farley 
Porter Hall 
Guy Bates P vst 
Erwyn Mutch 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
UNITED DRUG 
4-Su-WEAF 
Rhythm Symphony 
DeWolfe Hopper 
*Street & Finney 
U. S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 
‘One Night 
Pic Malone 
Pat Padgett 
Josef Bonime 
*McC.-Erick. 

VICK 
7:15-M-W-F-WJZ 
Willard Robison Or 
Quartet 
*Cecil, W. C. 

5-Su-WABC 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Vera Van 
Donald Novis 
*Young & R. 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
5:45-Daily-WJIZ 
Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 
CHAS. WARNER 
(Sloan’s Linament) 


9-W-WJIZ 


Warden Lawes in 
‘20,000 yrs, Sing 
Sing’ 

(Vince) 


9:30-W-WJIZ 
John Chas, Thomas 


Stands’! 





8:15-M-W-F- 
WABC 
Edwin C. Hill 
12-Daily Ex. Sa-Su- 
WABC 


6:45-Su-WABC 
Voice of Experience 
*Erwin Wasey 


G. WASHINGTON 
(Coffee) 
4-Su-WJZ 

‘Adventures of Sher- 

lock Holmes’ 

Louis Hector 

Leigh Lovel 

Joseph Bell 

*Cecil, W. C. 


R. L. WATKINS 
9-Su-WEAF 

Pierre Le Kreeun 
Raquel de Carlay 
Jerome Mann 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
*Blackett 


WELCH 
(Grape Juice) 
8-F-WJZ 
[rene Rich 
*Kastor 


WESTCLOX 
4:45-Su-WEAF 
‘Big Ben Dream 
Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
°*B. B. D. & VO. 


WHEATENA 
6:45-Daily except 
Sa-Su-WEAF 
Dramatic Serial 
Billy Batchelor’ 

tay Knight 
Janet Freeman 
Bobby Jordan 
Emily Vass 
Maurice Ellis 
Clarence Straight 
*McKee-Albright 
WOODBURY 
9-Tu-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Pinky Tomlin 
Marian Mansfield 
Georgie Stoll Ore 
7:45-M-W-F-WJZ 
‘Dangerous Para- 
dise’ 
Elsie Hitz 
Nick Dawson 
*Lennen & M. 


WM. WRIGLEY 
7-Daily Ex. 
Su-WABC 
‘Myrt ‘n’ Marge’ 
Myrtle Vail 
Donna Damerel 
Violet McClare 
Elinor Rella 
Ray Hedge 
Dorothy Day 
Vincent Coleman 
Redge Knorr 
Renee Rodier 
Ray Appleby 
6:45- Th-F-S-WARC 
Margeret Brainard 
Connie Gates 
Jerry Cooper 
4:30-Su-WEAF 
Harry Reser 
Ray Heatherton 
Peg La Centra 
*Frances Hooper 
WYETH 
2:30-Su-WABC 
(Hill's Nose Drops) 
‘Hammerstein's Mu- 
sic Hall of the Air’ 
Ted Hammerstein 
*Blackett-S-H 


Sa- 


Name of Martin has been 
used on another product’s show 
some time ago and Lord & Thomas 
agency wants no chance of confu- 
sion. 


Dave Russell joins WSFA as ane 
nouncer, and will also serve as solo« 
ist on several special programs, 


Montgomery, Ala., reports circu. 
lated recently say another radio sta- 
tion may be erected there, but so far 
financial backing has failed to step 
forward. 


Gus Arnheim band heard over 
SBC from San Macceo’s Sui Jen, in 


Galveston, through KTRH, Hous- 
ton, 
KWKH, Shreveport, and KGRS, 


Amarillo, added to list of SBC sta- 
tions, 





Mike Gallagher transferred from 
KNOW, Austin, to KTAT, Fort 
Worth, while Lee Kirby transfers 
from Fort Worth to Austin. 


Bella Linden surprised at a party 
by Yankee Web ladies, in Boston, 
because she’s giving up _ turning 
irecords for flipping flapjacks in a 
coupla weeks, 





WNAC-WAAB gang, soston 
Xmas-partied on December 24, with 
Carl Moore as janta. Interchange 
of two-bit presents, without name 
of donor, gave change for many a 
dirty dig. 

Frank Cronin, Yankee Network 
organist, still on the sick list with 
protracted arthritis. Treatments 
by the Canadian foot-twister are 
proving effective, and may have him 
back at the console soon. 





WLAC, Nashville, recently pegged 
its seven-year high when sold com- 
mercially froin 5:40 to 10:30 p. m 
one evening, 


Lebeck’s Theatre of the Air aver- 
aging 4,000 attendants at Ryman 
Auditorium, Nashville. Broadasts 
over WLAC, 


Henry Klein, CBS continuity chief 
in Chicago and frau have adopted 
a six-week old boy. 


Marie Coldevin Cole has left the 
'Petry Chicago office here to join 
her husband, Amedee Cole, in New 
York, 





Jane Froman considering a Eu- 
ropean date. 


Rosaline Green of Peggy's Doctor 
auditioning for a French charac- 
terization at NBC. 


Agnes DeWitt of WOWO-WGL 
Sales Service leaves Ft. Wayne on 
Jan, 2 to accept a new position in 
the Treasury Department at Wash- 
ington. 


Tom Breneman is slated to re- 
place Ed Fitzpatrick as m.c. at 
KFRC, San Francisco, when Fitz- 
patrick leaves for the east. Brene- 
man was formerly head of the HL 
L. Cord stations in Los Angeles. 


Yolande de Lyse, former New 
York NBC harpist, is now at KTAB, 
San Francisco. 


Ralph Brunton, owner of KJBS, 
San Francisco, has owned radio 
station ten years, but recently an- 
nounced for the first time in his 
life at trial broadcast from his 
newly acquired station, KQW, San 
Jose. 


John Palmer has joined staff of 
IK WCR, Cedar Rapids, as continuity 
editor and p.a. 


Chicago, hag signed 
Don Roth orchestra. Roth was for- 
merly KWCR station band. Outfit 
will rehearse one week before going 
with vaudeville unit as stage band. 


Al Borde, 


Marshall Miltimore, chief an- 
nouncer of WCAX, Burlington, Vt, 
is seriously ill at the Bishop 
DeGoesbriand hospital. Place is 
being filled by Don Daley. 

Reggie Fields brought to WCAX, 
Burlington, Vt., to do commercials 
for the Girard Baking Co. during 
the holiday period. 


Station WMAC, Anniston, Ala., is 
scheduled to open New Year's Eve 





With Jack Doss as commercial mans 
ager. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Merchandizing and Program Tieups) 








Outstanding Stunts 


CHRISTMAS AUCTION 
KFEL, DENVER 





ADVERTISERS’ PARTY 
KFAB-KFOR, LINCOLN 











O’Fallon’s Annual Stunt 
Denver. 

Every Christmas KFEL puts over 
a Good Fellows Christmas Auction 
that not only puts the station ace 
high with everyone in and around 
Denver, but gets the station plenty 
of page one publicity. 

Station donates the time, auc- 
tioneers give their services—in fact, 
the only ones who collect a cent 
are the telephone company and the 
messenger boys. Messenger boys 
offered to donate their time, but 
Gene O'Fallon, owner of the sta- 
tion, would not listen to it. 

Station installs 15 phones two 
weeks before Christmas, and begins 
work on prospects for donations of 
merchandise. One week before 
Christmas the first auction is held. 
For three hours, on as many nights, 
the auctioneers put the articles up 
for sale, the phone girls receive the 
bids, and the messenger boys re- 
trieve the money and deliver orders 
for the merchandise. Last year 700 
baskets, at $5 a basket, were dis- 
tributed at Christmas to the poor 
and needy. 

Auction is also held for four and 
a half hours on Sunday afternoon. 





Advertisers Xmas Party 
Lincoln. 

Promoting the Lincoln theatre to 
house the kids in, KFAB and KFOR 
were hosts to every kid able to jam 
himself in the place to an ad- 
vertiser’s Christmas party. 

Companies using ether advertis- 
ing were solicited by the stations 
to contribute the presents; the 
theatre was glad to get in as a big 
public gesture and the station help 
put on the program which was an 
immense success. It goes down as 
one of the cheapest stunts for the 
station and one of its biggest puffs 
for the year. 

Lots of puffs for everybody. 





John Harris’ Milk Fund 
Pittsburgh. 
Milk fund tie-up among KDKA, 





Variety Club and Pittsburgh ‘Press’ 
putting the station on the air every 
Saturday night from 12:30 a.m. until 
near daylight. It’s an annual stunt 
and going over bigger this year than 
ever before. Idea started first of 
month and will continue each Sat-, 
urday until Xmas. 

All air and stage talent in town 
contributing their services, with 
broadcast strictly an impromptu af- 
fair. Listeners merely call or wire 
station, pledge so much dough for 
a song or a musical selection, and 
a minute or two later it’s on the air. 
First Saturday night’s program, 
with Peter Higgins as the lure, drew 
more than $1,100 and sum js ex- 
pected to swell to around $5,000 be- 
fore Christmas. 

Pappy of the idea is John H. Har- 
ris, president of National Variety 
Clubs. Johnny Perkins has been 
m.c.’ing the programs. 





Des Moines Goes Sophistiate 

Des Moines. 
KSO’s latest showmanship stunt 
is the new ‘Esquire’ program, spon- 
sored by the Utica, a large ready- 
to-wear shop for men, women and 
children. Station secured the per- 
mission of the magazine Esquire 
to use the name and the program 
has been a natural from the start— 
s0 much so the magazine has sent 
to the station for full particulars of 

the program. 

Geo: S. Stroud, general manager 
of the store, takes the burden of 
the entire program on his own 


shoulders as ‘Esquire’ himself. 
Continuity is handled by ‘Dutch’ 
Schmidt, who has put out some 


nifties in a high class cocktail man- 
ner. 

Stroud, who has always been in 
the clothing business, has a swell 
radio voice and personality and 
knows how to describe a tie or muf- 
fler so it would make a grandpappy 
cut his whiskers. The idea of the 
program is chatter on what the well 
dressed man is wearing—also gives 
the smartest sartorial getup seen 
locally—the latest in smart dance 
reeords, books, ete. One of the 
highlights of the program (twice 
& week at 9:30 p.m.) is to attach 
local names to anecdotes, which are 
branded as white, pink and red— 
with only the white and pink ones 
going over the air but enough ref- 
erence made to the red ones, with 
names attached, that the program 
produces plenty of phone calls to 
those in the know. 

Imaginary Sleigh Rides 
Dubuque, Ia. 

Now that the river and lake sea- 
sOn is at an end from an excursion 
and boating angle, WKBB has start- 


iby Richard Vinall in charge of the 





ed imaginary skating and bobsleigh 


arties to the principal points here- ‘ranged in 


eruise idea, party. 


ute. Big @ 


sleighbell trappings, clink of ice; 
skates and all the sound effects, 
palaver localized to fit in with the 
community, most requests emanat- 
ing from the towns visited segre- 
gated as they come in for various 
other programs and then sprung on 
the cruise half hour, at present sus- 
taining, as a surprise. 

Local talent and outside artists 
are used where it is possible to 
sandwich them in, Claire Weid- 
enaar is skippering the innovation 
with Ed Palen and John Price doing 
jobs as mates. 


Small Town Radio Show 
St. John, N. B. 

A radio show lasting three days 
was sponsored by CHSJ, St. John, 
the scene being a ballroom of the 
hotel in which the station’s quarters 
are located. Nightly programs were 
broadcast from the show, in which 
there were a number of exhibits by 
local radio set and accessory deal- 
ers and distributors. Show may be 
made a yearly affair. 

Tied up with the station on the 
show were the two local dailies, 
which are owned by the same finan- 
cial group which operate the station. 
Visitors to the station, which com- 
prises two studios and a control 
room on the top floor were welcome 
during the show dates. The special 
show programs broadcast from the 
ballroom were of local talent, wholly. 





Tea Cup Gossip Program 
San Antonio. 

Extending usual salute to nearby 
rural burgs, KTSA is airing a pro- 
gram of this type, which includes 
a news gathering service, with the 
chatter limited to towns station will 
single out. 

Unnamed as ,-t, period will on 
successive broadcasts single out one 
nearby community to feed Bob 
Skiles’ haywire rustic combo, mixed 
with chatter about Mrs. Klutz’ tea 
or the Methodist church social. 
News to be previously garnered by 
correspondents in each town. Sta- 
tion gets tie-ins with merchants in 
towns plugged. Aside from the com- 
mercial angle it’s figured as a nice 
good-will buildup. 

Programs air six afternoons 
weekly to catch the femmes around 
the tea cups or whatever they drink 
in the rural spots. The Skiles music 
is a fav hereabouts and is figured 
to fit in better than straight con- 
cert ditties or similar tunes, which 
are not appreciated by the mass of 
ruralites, anyway. 





Round-the-Empire 
Toronto. 

Round-the-Empire broadcast, with 
a message from the King, is sched- 
uled tomorrow (25) by Canadian 
Radio Commission as a Xmas pro- 
gram in conjunction with BBC. All 
the major Dominions are contribut- 
ing, eaeh picking up the others’ of- 
ferings for the complete 70-min. 
broadcast. 

Program will open with the ring- 
ing of bells around the world — 
Bethlehem, India, Australia, Canada, 
Ireland and England. Canada will 
contribute the songs of Quebec 
lumberjacks, a broadcast from 
British Columbia contrasting the 
snow-clad mountains’ with the 
warmth of the Pacific Coast, a brief 
pick-up of a hockey game, and a 
scene from a fisherman’s cottage on 
the Atlantic Coast. 

Other scenes will come from a 
dairy farm in New Zealand, a tea 
garden in India, the famous botani- 
cal gardens in Melbourne, Xmas 
greetings from Ireland, a whaling 
port in New Zealand, a native com- 
pound in South Africa, ete. The 
program will conclude with an Em- 
pire message from His Majesty. 





Imaginary Pedestrianism 
New York City. 

Descriptive air jaunts of walking 
sprees which are popular in Europe, 
is the idea of a new WBNX, Bronx 
program. George Brunner, who has 
climbed most of the highest peaks 
in the Alps is doing the spieling. 
Pleasure angle of these trips played 
up as well as the muscle-building 
benefits. 

A mandolin orch breaks in fre- 
quently with yodeling outbursts to 
make the atmosphere complete. 
Right now the marathon is taking in 
the sights of the Weser Mountain 
district in Germany. Station has 
a wide foreign audience which goes 
in for this type of continental 
travelog. 





WOC’s Aeroplane Tie-Up 
Davenport, Ia. 
When the Davenport Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce staged an air 
party in observance of the 3lst an- 
niversary of the first airplane flight 
by the Wright brothers, WOC got 
in on the event with both feet, pick- 
ing up from hotel banquet noted 
speakers who were on the program. 
Station was given much publicity 


event and had a place of honor in 
a parade of airplanes that was ar- 
conjunction with the 


Agencies-Sponsors 


HI Test Products Co., San Fran- 
cisco, hag begun a spot campaign 
to introduce its pet food. Advertis- 
ing will be released over the names 
of local brokers in 80 key cities. 
Whitely Advertising Agency, San 
Francisco, is in charge. 








Pacific Coast Coal Co. of Oregon 
and Washington will start an ad- 
vertising campaign soon. Western 
Agency of Seattle will handle the 
account, which will use radio as 
well as newspapers. 





Frederick Ziv agency, Cincinnati, 
handling radio for Fashion Frocks, 
Inc, 





Blackett - Sample - Hummert_re- 
tains radio advertising of R. L. 
Watkins. Rest of account goes to 
Thompson-Kock, Cincinnati. 





American Tobacco’s Herbert 
Tareyton account is with L. H. 
Hartman agency, New York, sepa- 
rate from Lord and Thomas, who 
handle Lucky Strikes. 





Duane Jones is account exec for 
Mohawk Carpet Mills, which shifts 
to Blackett-Sample-Hummert, New 
York. 





Montgomery Ward, mail order 
house, goes on a red NBC-hook-up 
shortly after the first of the year. 
Negotiated through the Chicago 
Lord & Thomas agency. Will have 
a Sunday show based on Biblical 
characters. Tagged ‘Son of Jesse,’ 
the program will run for 30 minutes 
in the afternoon, NBC now clearing 
time. 





Chesterfield’s new series, which 
starts Jan. 7, will be confined to an 
Andre Kostelanetz unit and a mixed 
chorus. 





Thomas Cook & Son starts its 
travelog series on an NBC blue 
link Jan. 6. It will make the sev- 
enth season for the account. 





Household Finance has renewed 
with NBC for the Tuesday night 
half hour for another year, effective 
Jan. 1. Cast, Josef Koestner, 
Charles Sears, Tom, Dick and 
Harry, and Edgar Guest, stays as it. 











RCA Victor will use a _ studio 
combo and guest warblers on its 
Wednesday half hour, starting Jan. 
9, over an NBC blue loop. 





Abbott’s Bitters, a nationally dis- 
tributed product, is taking to radio 
advertising for the first time with 
a musical show over WFBR. The 
bitters are made in Balto, with 
home office situated there. 

Show is once-weekly affair, em- 
bracing Harry Dobe’s ork, Henri- 
ette Kern, soprano, and Philip 
Crist, tenor. 





WINS, New York, nabs World 
Clothing for a year’s running of 
concert music under Joseph Rum- 
shinky’s baton. Following two 
special holiday airings, the series 
will be regular half-hour session. 


Wax Works 








Bond Bread is placing through! 


B. B. D. & O. 26 one-minute an- 
nouncements. Recordings each con- 
tain a duet by Julia Sanderson and 
Frank Crumit and copy calling at- 
tention to the team’s Sunday mat- 
inee show on CBS. Series’ list calls 
for 20 stations. 





Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
agency is augmenting the ‘Orphan 
Annie’ coverage through the radio 
disc medium. Are at present on 
the entire Coast through discs fol- 
lowing the cancellation of ‘Annie’ 
on the sunshine slope because of 


NBC pressure. Also spotted in 
Buffalo, Columbus, Tulsa, Des 
Moines and Kansas City. These 


spots were chosen to support the 
NBC blue web in districts where 
sales haven’t been what it was be- 
lieved they should be. 

Spotting in Kansas City 
KMBC, the Columbia station, 
records replacing the NBC 
through WREN. 


is on 
the 
shot 





Detroit White Lead Company is 
putting Singin’ Sam on wax. Plat- 
terized by the Chicago Columbia 
phonograph studios and placed by 
Erwin Wasey agency. 





Princess Pat Company is adding 
spot coverage to their air cam- 
paign. Are recording the best of 
the regular Princess Pat dramas. 
Expect to disc between 75 and 100 
of the 80-minute shows for spot- 


timg through the MeJunkin agency. 
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New Business 





ST. PAUL-MINNEAPOLIS ’ 
MJB Coffee, San Francisco, 15- 
minute transcriptions, twice weekly 
for 52 weeks, beginning Dec. 15. | 
Lord & Thomas agented. KSTP. 

Great Lakes Coal & Coke Co., St. 
Paul, 15-minute transcriptions, once 
weekly for four weeks, starting Dec. | 
16. Harold S. Chamberlain agented. | 
KSTP. 

Golden Rule, St. Paul, and Bou- 
tell’s, Minneapolis, Philco radios, 15- | 
minute transcriptions, once weekly | 
for 13 weeks, beginning Dec. 9. | 
Hutchinson Advertising Company, | 
agent. KSTP. 

Gluek Brewing Co., 
15 minutes of songs, three times 
weekly for 52 weeks. Hutchinson, 
agent. KSTP. | 


Minneapolis, 





CEDAR RAPIDS 
Community Druggists, six Ome | 
nouncements per week for 52 weeks. 
KWCR. 
Haddad Master Service, nine 30- | 


| 


word spots for six weeks. KWCR. |! 

Handler Motor Co., 13 30-word |} 
spots per week for nine weeks. 
KWCR. 


Higbee Shoe Co., 12 60-word an- 
nouncements for two weeks. KWCR. 

Wisconsin Lumber Co., seven an- 
nouncements per week for 53 weeks. 
KWCR. 

Sears Roebuck, 27 60-word an- 
nouncements for two weeks. KWCR. 

Kadlec Motor Co., six announce- 
ments per week for two weeks (tie- 
up with Studebaker net). KWCR. 

Unzeitig Motor Co., spot announce- 
ments on Bohemian hour, once a 
week for 13 weeks. KWCR. 

Pluto Water, five minute tran- 
scriptions, 52 programs, KWCR. 

Studebaker Co., one minute tran- 
scriptions, 13 programs. KWCR. 

Siebke and Taylor Co., 13 an- 
nouncements for one week. KWCR. 

Barnett Appliance Co., 
nouncement per week, Bohemian 
hour, for 13 weeks. KWCR. 

Kresge Co., spot announcements, 
Bohemian hour, 13 weeks. KWCR. 

Neumode Hosiery, eight announce- 
ments in two days. KWCR. 





PHILADELPHIA 
N. Snellenburg (dept. store), 10 


announcements daily for indefinite 
period. Placed direct. WDAS. 

Henry A. Hurst and Company 
(linens), five spot announcements 
daily for 13 weeks. Placed direct. 
WDAS. 


General Electric Products (Judson 
Burns), daily spot announcements, 
Placed direct. WDAS., 


| for 13 weeks. 


;annou neements on 


‘transcriptions 


one an- . 





Harry B. Rheinhart (electrical de- 


announcements daily, 


Placed direct. WDAS. 
Auto Owners Finance Corp., two 
five-minute periods daily for indefi- 
nite period. Placed direct. WDAS., 
Henry Lankens Company (furni- 
ture), daily spot announcement, in- 
definite contract. Direct. WDAS. 
B. Miller (furniture), five spot an- 
nouncements daily for 13 weeks, 
Contract placed direct. WDAS. 
Hollywood Dress Shoppe, three 
spot announcements daily for 13 
weeks, Placed direct. WODAS. 


vices), spot 





NASHVILLE 


Olson Rug Company, 8:45 to 9:00 
a.m., beginning Jan. 7, Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday for 52 times. Philip O. Pal- 
mer & Co., Chicago. WSM. 

Bernard Perfume Company, two 
‘Rise and Shine’ 
program, Monday, Dec. 17 and Tues- 


day, Dec. 18. Hilmer V. Swenson 
Company, St. Louis. WSM. 
Ferris Nursery Company, half 


hour on ‘Grand Ol’ Opry,’ beginning 
Jan. 12, 9:30 to 10:00 p.m. Lessing 


Advertising Company, Des Moines. 
WSM. 
Carey Salt Company, one-minute 


beginning Jan. 2 
through Jan. 22. Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
Chicago. WSM. 

Wheeling Corrugating Company, 
15 minutes, 10:30 to 10:45 p.m. be- 
ginning Jan. 5 for 13 times. Critch- 
field & Co. WSM. 





NEW YORK CITY 

Edwin Cigar Co., 13 weeks, 
announcements. WFAB. 

Zinn Fur Shop, 26 weeks, music 
and spot announcements, WFAB. 

Morris Plan, 13 weeks, series of 
spot announcements. WFAB. 

Schainucks Clothiers, six weeks, 
presenting Bess and Schilling team. 
WFAB. 

World Clothing Company, one hour 
musical program, one year. WINS. 

Jack and Ed’s store, 26 weeks, Ba- 
varian music. WHN. 

Restland Sales & Managing, Inc., 
13 weeks, church music. WOR. 

Atlantic Macaroni Company, in- 
definite period, presenting Jennie 
Moskowitz in sketches. WEVD. 

Planter’s Edible Oil, half-hour vae- 


spot 


riety, for 13 weeks. WEVD. 

Bosch Radio, sketches, 13 veeks. 
WEVD. 

Leisure Time Sponsorship ome 


mittee of Middlesex County, N. J., 
New Brunswick, N. J., half-hour 
program, indefinite period. WNEW. 

















truly great radio quartet. 











Anybody in the radio business will tell you one sure fire means of getting and 
holding a large and appreciative audience is with a good Male Quartet. 
is just something about a good Male Quartet that “clicks” with any and all 
types of audiences . . . Radio people also know that good Male Quartets are 
even more scarce than the proverbial hen's teeth. At most there are prob- 
ably not more than five or six in radio today . . . That is why we are rushing 
into print to announce the present availability of the NORSEMEN—a new 
find hailed by critics as having literally everything required to make them a 
Each a gifted solo artist, the ensemble possesses 
distinctive richness and depth of tone, refreshing vigor and brilliancy, perfect 
blend. Their repertoire ranges from the popular to the classics . . 
NORSEMEN are Ted Kline, Ade Ellefson, Ed Lindstrom and Ken. Schon. 
James Peterson is their accompanist and arranger. 


@ From the sound of footsteps 
to a symphony orchestra. « « 





300,000 Watis 
CINCINNATI 


talent and production facilities cover 
the gamut of radio entertainment... 





THE 
NORSEMEN 
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Radio Chatter 





New York 


Ted Webb new WMCA announcer. 

Leo Kahn’s music on WNEW’s 
announcerless program. 

Dorothy Atkins, Whiteman’s niece, 
of WMCA to Florida for the holi- 
days. 

Margaret Harrison giving new 
femme programs over WMCA. 

Arthur Brisbane responsible for 
Nick Kenny changing his WMCA 
program label from Scandals to 
Varieties. 

Amelia Vergeri, John Chickering, 
Rosita Fordieri and Carolos Formes 
singing opera over WBBC, Brooklyn. 

Nicholas Karlash singing over 
WBNX, Bronx. 

ABS only network carrying inaug- 
ural program for Gov. Lehman on 





Jan. 1, 
Dorothy Sherman and Monica 
Leonard, who long have been ‘talk- 


ing’ to WGY audiences via the key- 
board (as the ‘Piano Pals’ and ‘Lady 
Fingers), spoke their vocal pieces 
as guests on household program of 
‘Betty Lenox’ (Patricia Sheldon), 
Dorothy telling femme fisteners how 
to bake her favorite date cake and 
Monica dittoing on peanut bread, 
No mike fright. 

Jordan Clothing firm has Uncle 








JOSEF 


CHERNIAVSKY 


Re-engaged as Feature 
Conductor 


Chicago Theatre 
Also Appearing .at 
CONGRESS HOTEL 
With His Sympho-Syncopators 
Daily, WMAQ, 11 P.M. 
Sunday, WMAQ, 10:30 P.M. 


Tuesdays, WMAQ, 11 P.M., Chain 
Program, NBC. 

















LEITH 
STEVENS 


CONDUCTOR 


PINAUD PROGRAM 


Every Saturday Evening at 6 P.M. 
WABC 


SPECIAL BROADCAST 
of Leith Stevens Harmonies 
Thursday, Dec. 27th, 8-8:30, WABC 


Exclusive Management Columbia 
Broadcasting System 











TASTYEAST STARRING 


SAM 


HEARN 


Every Sunday at - for 30 
Minutes WJZ 
Management ROCKE PRODUCTIONS 


‘Jack and Loretta 


Clemens 


WEAF 
9:30-10:30 P.M. 
Saturdays 


IVORY SOA 


Direction 
NBC Artist Bureau 
and 
Ben Rocke Productions 


MILDRED 


MILLS and TOLLE 


“ALL WORK AND NO PLAY” 
Exclusive Management 
MEYER B. NORTH 


























Pete and Louise, western singers 
for 13 weeks over WNEW, New 
York. It is a daily spot including 
Sundays. 


On Sundays from 11.15 to 11.30 
a.m. and daily, from 8 to 8.15 a.m. 
Jordan firm is located in Newark. 


Alarm clocks will work overtime 
for the Cheerio company on Christ- 
mas, a special broadcast being 
scheduled from NBC’s New York 
studios at 6.30 a.m. The buzzers will 
do extra duty for listeners, too, not 
only in the Eastern Standard Time 
zone but in the C.T.Z., where the 
hands will be at the numerals ‘five’ 
and ‘six’ respectively. 


Elena Jiminuz at WHN’s info 
desk a dead-ringer for Kay Francis. 


Anna Gold new in WHN’s copy- 
right department, 

A. Marbini, formerly with Chi 
Civic Opera, now on WFAB. 


WNEW airine the dedicatory 
program for opening of new Adam 
Hat store in Elizabeth, N. J. 


Restland Sales & Managing Inc., 
who scour the country for choice 
cemetery locations, takes to the air 
over WOR, New York. Station at 
first dubious of such an account be- 
cause of the rather mournful angle, 
but after a lengthy discussion ex- 
ecutives okayed. 


Olga Albani in N. Y. for Christ- 
mas. 
Vincent Lopez at Deauville 
Casino, Miami, starting Jan. 1, for 
ten weeks, 
Larry Taylor commuting between 
Philly and New York for radio ap- 
pearances. 
Sid Gary again on the sick list 
which calls off another vaude ap- 
pearance. 
Three X Sisters resuming their 
air and stage dates. 
Emil Coleman remaining at the 
Plaza for three more months. 
Joe Reichmann’s father died in 
St. Louis last Friday (14). 
Gladys Rice signs with NBC 
starting around Jan. 15. 
ABS to carry the Charlie Davis 
music from new Congress. 
Johnny Slaughter’s band at the 
Hotel Willard in Washington will 
begin broadcasting for ABS next 
week through WOL, 
Nick, the bootblack, who has 
been polishing the shoes of NBC 
execs for 6 years, wants them to 
know he is grateful and extends his 
holiday greetings. 

Minerva Pious, of Fred Allen's 
program, offered a one-woman show 
last week. 


New England 


Waterbury’s W1XBS back on full 
time, skedded daily from 9:30 a. m. 
to midnight and opening Sundays a 
half-hour earlier. 

Santa Claus party, nightly-pre- 
holiday offering at W1XBS, Water- 
bury, ran fan mail up to 1,000 let- 
ters a week. 

CBS’ jokebook and game give- 
away test at WICC, Bridgeport, 
brought in more than 5,000 letters 
in a week. 

Happy-Go-Lucky hour, 
night show at W1XBS, Waterbury, 
drawing six times as many requests 
for ducats as there are seats. 

WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven, 
fed to Yankee web twice last week 
—‘Radio Rose,’ original musicomedy, 
and Phi Beta Kappa carol concert 
at Yale. 

Stamford Advocate adds _ radio 
column, with Ted Yudain as crick. 

Karl Krueger, K.C. symph con- 
ductor, brother of Theodore Krue- 
ger, Stratford, Conn., town planning 
board chairman, 

Jimmy Cavallaro’s band and An- 
nouncer George Bowe of WICC top- 
ping New Year’s eve bill at Hotel 
Barnum, Bridgeport. 

Alton Hall Blackington, formerly 
of ‘Yankee Yarns,’ WNAC, on ‘Eve- 
ning Tatler’ (WEEI) Thursday 
night (20) interviewing Maude 
Meaghan. Miss Meaghan, visiting 
Hub, is only newspaper woman to 
interview the Panchon Llama of 
Tibet. When foreign correspondent 
for San Francisco Chronicle she 
chatted with potentate just after he 
concluded 40 days’ prayer. 

Frank Jenkins, Traveler radio 
ed, mothering three Irish setters at 
home. 

Eddie McHugh, WBZ gospel 
singer, readying for appearance in 
film short in N. Y. soon. 

Robert G. Duffield, chief engineer 
of WBZ, Boston, visiting parents 
in Chicago over holiday. Duffield 
formerly with KYW when it was a 
Chi station. 











JOE FLAUM 





Polly Willis, former Chi singer, 
now doing N. Y. net shows, may 
soon be heard over Hub’s WBZ. 

Joseph E. Baudino, plant man- 
ager for WBZ, returned from super- 
vising installation of new Philly 
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KYW studios; also KDKA layout 
in Pittsburgh. 

Grace Edmonds, WBZ hostess, re- 
sponsible for seasonal decorations 
in the studio’s reception lobby. 


‘Buddy and Blake’ complete 13th 
week for ‘Yeasties’ over WEETI, 
Dec. 27. Bob Burlen, who writes 
script for the detecative series, is 
also ‘Blake’ on the alr. 


J. V. MacDonald, p.a. for WEEI, 
appointed chairman of Power and 
Light Group in Boston’s Emer- 
gency Campaign of 1935. 

Russell Dorr, New Engiand bari- 
tone, opened Dec. 18 at WJZ on se- 
ries of sustainers, working with 
band, 





Pennsylvania 


Fred Coll of ABS visiting the ole 
home town. 

WIP is resuming the Front Pager, 
nightly dramatic news series. 

Penn Athletic club feting KYW 
staff as a welcome at luncheon. 
luncheon. 

Sandy Guyer has snared a daily 
spot for his morning review via 
WRAX 

Daily News ether scribbler, Dot 
Love, really writes the heart-throb 
column in the sare sheet. 

Bob Carter, back at WIP as an- 
nouncer, starts his new sports 
show this week with Rube Saxe of 
the Record. 

Captain J. R. Standiford, Penn- 
sylvania Highway Patrol cornered 
by WGAL while in Lancaster 
directing big highway drive with 
nearly 50 crack patrolmen. Did a 
ten minute interview in which 
juries we-c chastised for not con- 
victing highway violators and mo- 
— were given some sound ad- 
vice. 

Jack Byrely, WGAL announcer, 
announces engagement to Mable 
Mellinger, both of Lancaster, 
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Gordon Hittenmark, announcer, 
KSO, is having divorce difficulties. 
Forty-nine stolen cars were re- 
covered through the state police 
radio station KGHO during the 
6-month period ending Dec. 1. 
Station also found nine missing 
persons and located seven false 
check artists. 

WHO will give a Xmas-New 
Year’s party for the 65 members of 
the Barndance Frolic on the 29th. 

Through Ernie Sanders’ ‘Ques- 
tion and Answer’ program, which 
is dedicated to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, 2 grand collection of 
Xmas gifts for members of the 
local veterans’ hospital was made 


by WHO. 

WHO's’ Standard Live Power 
Parade, with Al Morey, Betty 
Chaplin, Norcross Sisters, Tune 


Tossers and Marlee Sisters to share 
honors with Muriel Page’s flame 
dance co. at the New Year’s eve-day 
celebration at Pla-Mor—the state’s 
largest ballroom, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. 

WOC, Davenport, Ia., has resumed 
its inquiring reporter stunt with 
Morgan Sexton, program director, 
handling the mike during the noon- 
hour rush at a downtown spot. 

WOC Davenport has new family 
program called ‘Family Foursome,’ 
for Tuesday and Friday nights at 
7:30. Mildred Allen, Norma Bell 
Richard Evans and Gerald Hallauer 
cast. 

Don Spencer, vocalist of WWAE, 
Hammond, Ind., a Dubuque, Iowa, 
visitor over the holidays, with Claire 
Weidenaar, now program director 
of WKBB. Used to do two-act. 

University of Iowa, recently al- 
lowed a stepup to 1,000 watts, will 
soon start a college of the air pro- 
gram in the afternoons and pat- 
terned after those now being fea- 
tured by Ohio State and the Uni- 
veraity of Wisconsin. 


Minnesota 


Al Sheehan, WCCO artists’ bu- 
reau chief, back on his gams again 
after a week’s illness. 

Penny Perry, formerly warbling 
for Pure Oil over WCCO, back at 
the U, majoring in voice. 

Last night (24) WCCO put on its 
eighth annual Xmas party, with 
the staff as guests of the manage- 
ment, 

Dr. Tinkle now spinning his Toy- 
land tales for WTCN. 

Wanda Maddy’s the only WDGY- 
ite who left town for the holidays. 

Loren McNabb, formerly with 
Larry Funk’s ork, now tickling the 
ivories for WCCO’s Triple Threat 
group. 

Juan King, who batoned the first 
Castle Royal ork, now is half of the 
Two K’s on WEBC. 











Hugh Aspinwall on WCCO, 


placing Tena and Tim on a com- 
mersh for the Mantle Lamp Co. 
Jay Odell, KSTP sports review-r, 
skeded to take the long march on 
New Year’s Eve. The gal’s Adal- 
berta La Voie, secretary to Kenneth 
M. Hance, KSTP asst. mgr. Very 
next day after the weddin’ Jay 
leaves KSTP and goes on the Pio- 
neer Press-Ditpatch sports staff. 
U. S. Dept. of Justice agents 
asked KSTP for co-operation last 
week when Thomas H. Robinson, 
Jr., alleged kidnaper of Mrs. Alice 
Speed Stoll, was reported seen at 
Davenport, Iowa, headed for the 
Twin Cities. KSTP aired the 
license number and description of 
the car, but the prey slipped away. 


W9XAT chief engineer, Glen 
Montgomery, tickled over his new 
invention, a_ television scanner 
which produces a 45-line, 15-frame 
picture. 

Northwest Television Institute 
graduated its first clasg of five 
radio and television technicians 
from its new lab last week. 





Texas 


If absent minded artists leave 
their hats in the WOAIT studio, Red 
Riddell of the night announcing 
staff presents them to his friends. 


Gay Nineties, San Antonio’s new- 
est nitery, airs from KTSA, CBS 
and SBC outlet. 


Chuck Woods former band leader 
who used to air locally is a fre- 
quent WOAT visitor. 


Mary Adele Carson’s warbling for 
WOAI attracting attention. 


Jules Verne Allen and his musi- 
cal cowhands busy last week trans- 
ferring from theatre to radio station 
as their yodeling heard through both 
mediums, 


Christmas Eve mass at “St. 


Mary’s Catholic church in down- 
town San Antonio, will air via 
WOAIL It’s station is first such 
venture. 


Bob Skiles Haywire Band back 
from the north and NBC airings to 
resume San Antonio etherizations. 
KTSA now using the combo. 


Bert Ponard, Atlanta organist, in 
San Antonio and gets spot on KTSA 


San Antonio dailies cool to radio, 
but when the advertising club has 
a program with a radio angle the 
papers splurge on it. 


Utah 


Philip G. Lasky, director of 
KDYL, and Earl J. Glade, KSL, are 
on the list of guest lecturers for the 
University of Utah extension course 
in advertising. 

S. S. Fox, KDYL prexy on the 
coast, stirring up business in Los 
Angeles, 

Earl J. Glade and Sylvester Q. 
Cannon, KSL heads in Washington 
on FCC business. 

Gene Halliday, moves from KLO, 
Ogden, to KSL as staff organist 

Utah Power & Light Co., prize 
local account, signed for 25 weeks, 
half-hour weekly musical show on 
KDYL. 











Midwest 


Frank Scott, Nashville distributor 
of Friendly Five shoes, signed for 
another 52 weeks, using a nightly 
spot, immediately proceeding the 
WLAC Sports Review. 


Parker Smith, WLAC, cracked 30 
new accounts during the past 60 
days, 

Ken Carlson and Dick Richard 
of the WISN, Milwaukee, control 
room, are newlyweds. 


Wisconsin Roof Ballroom has 
switched remote control from 
WTMJ to WISN. 

Seymour Simons band due for 
return to Hotel Schroeder late this 
month, will broadcast over WTMJ, 
Milwaukee. 

Entire 
been transferred to WISN, 
station in Milwaukee, 

Heinie and his Grenadiers, 
WTMJ favorites, played to sellout 
in 10,000-seat Auditorium as part 
of Christmas benefit show. 

Jess Williard and Ted Lewis re- 
cent guest spielers over WOWO, 
Fort Wayne. 

Larry Randall, former m.c. at 
Chatterbox in Hotel Anthony now 
doing same duties at Old Tavern 
spot, 

Medford Maxwell, 


Hearst 


WOwWO pro- 


Chicago, in town for a time Visiting 
relatives. 





Ambrose Haley joins Hoosier Hot 


KYW music library has! 


gram director back from Chicago, ! 
Phil Porterfield, NBC vocalist in , 


— 


‘BOTH SKINNERS ON 


AIR VARIETY SHOW 


Otis Skinner and 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, have been 
set for the next Fleischmann Yeast 


daughter, 


program Thursday night (27). Ie 
marks their first time together on 
the air and at the next highest 
salary paid an outside act on the 
Fleischmann hour. 
They'll get $2,000 for 


dramatic broadcast. 


the one 
Record high 
salary for talent on this etherer, 


Curtis & Allen agented the Skin-« 
ners for the Vallee broadcast. 


Gabrielle De Lys East 
San Francisco, Dec. 24. 

Gabrielle De Lys, KPO, San 
Francisco, songbird, goes to New 
York to sing on Phil Baker's 
Armour hour. 

Transfer of Miss De Lys to New 
York forces several program 
changes, notable among which is 
Carefree Carnival, which will short- 
ly go Coast-to-Coast. 











GEORGE 


BEULER 


BARITONE 


Featured Soloist with Tastyeust 
Every Sunday, 12-12:30 P.M., WJZ 





Representative | 
ROCKE PRODUCTIONS 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


TOURING 
DELUXE THEATRES 


Personal Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
(619 Breadway, New York 























Omer en90 
fred allen’s 


ij “TOWN HALL...TONIGHT!” T 
Wednesdays 


an 
i 9-10 P.M., E.S.T.—WEAF 


HOUR OF SMILES 
OrSOK-10E10 


==LEON== 


PORTLAND HOFFA 
JACK SMART 
LIONEL STANDER 
JOHN BROWN 
MINERVA PIOUS 
ARMOUR HOUR 
FRIDAY—WIZ—® :80-10 P.M. 
NIGHTLY, CASINO DE PARES 
Broadcasting—Coast-to-Coast—C BS 


EILEEN DOUGLAS 
Material by Fred Allen and 
Direction, HERMAN BERNIE 

1619 Broadway. New York 


) 


Harry Tugend 
Management, Walter Batchelo- 
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EMERSON GILL 


ASP ORCHESTRA 


HIS 
HOTEL WEBSTER HALL 
DETROIT 
MCA DIRECTION 




















re- |! Shots over WLS, Chicago. 





STAN 





DOUGLAS 


BURY 





Featured Soloist 


CHASE & SANBORN HOUR 


—-BARITONE OF CHICAGO OPERA CO. | 


, WEAF—Coast-to-Coast Network 
SUNDAYS—8 to 9 P.M. EST 


50 West 7ith Street 


Exclusive Management 
GEORGE €E. DILWORTH 


Hotel Park Plaza 
ENdicott %-3700 
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Law to Force Football Broadcasts 





Politician Would C 
Nebraska to 


Lincoln, Dec, 24, 
Senator Bullard, of McCovk, Neb., 
will introduce a bill in the State 


legislatire to make it compulsory 
for the University of Nebraska ath- 
letic department to allow open bid- 
ding for the right of radio stations 
to broadcast the football games. 

Nebraska has been off the broad- 
east list for three years and in that 
time the attendance to games par- 
ticipated in by Nebraska has run 
from less than 100,000 first year of 
silence to 158,000 in 1933 and more 
than 210,000 in 1934, according to 
athletic department estimates. Ne- 
braska and Iowa State were the 
only two Big Six schools to ban 
etherizing during 1934, 

Bullard’s argument is that the 
University is a tax-supported in- 
stitution and thence the public has 
a right to hear the athletic contests. 
However, the U. of N. athletic de- 
partment functions on its own hook 
with no help from the tax pot. 
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ae PIRECTOR fr 
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ORDENS 
45 MINUTES* 
HOLLYWOOD 


Thursday Nights 
at Ten, EST 


C&S: NETWORK 
Managed Exclusively by 
COLOMBIA ARTIST BOREDU 
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HOTEL BILTMORE NIGHTLY 


JACK 
=DENNY 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 

















wiz WEAF wor 
Mon., tt P.M. | Friday Sat.-Sun. 
Tues., 11.30 P.M. 12 P.M. 8.30 P.M. 
CONOCO OIL 


Wednesday, 10:30 P.M., WJZ 


>| 
EDDIE 


PEABODY 


The Instrumental Stylist 
NOW PLAYING 
SHOREHAM HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


A New Musical Thrill 


EDDIE PEABODY 
And His ORCHESTRA 














Personal Direction 
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ROY FOX 


AND HIS 


BAND 
ON TOUR 


B.B.€. NETWORK 
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ADIA 


KUZNETZOFF 


WMCA—10 P. M. EVERY TUES. 
" “JOLLY RUSSIANS” 
Russian Kretchma Nightly 
u Sole Direction 
‘orman Bernie, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 
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MONCTON’S NEW STATION 


Squawked at Loss of Old One— 
CKCW Starts 





St. John, N. B., Dec. 24, 
New broadcasting station has 
been opened at Moncton, N. B. The 


call letters are CKCW. Power is 
100 watts and the frequency is 1,370 


kilocycles. Northern Ele¢tric made 
installation. Canadian Radio Com- 
mission, of which CKCW will be 


a network unit, okayed after city of 
Moncton, following dismantling of 
previous station, squawked so loud- 
ly at being taken out of the radio 
lineup. Practically all the stock in 
CKCW is held at Moncton. Frank 
Hayter is technician in charge. 


ARMLESS MUSICIAN 
DRAWS STUDIO MOBS 


Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 24. 


None of the programs on WGAL 
here has quite the studio drawing 
power of Ray Myers, armless musi- 
cian who plays a guitar and har- 
monica at the same time. 

Musician walks into studio, kicks 
off shoes, removes instrument from 
case and sits down, then tak2s his 
hatmonica out of his inside coat 
pocket with one foot and a small 
steel oylinder out of his vest pocket 
with the other. He works entirely 
unassisted, even to attaching the 
harmonica harness abeut his neck 
and then proceeds with his program 
with the unconcern of the average 
radio entertainer. 

He sings also. 











No Horse Racing 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

There will be no broadcasting of 
races at the Santa Anita track, 
which unveils Christmas day, it was 
announced by Dr. Charles Strub, 
general manager of the plant. Ex- 
‘ception may be made in airing the 
$100,000 handicap, to be run Feb. 23. 

Telephone and telegraph wires to 
the oval will be under strict censor- 
ship, to prevent the dissemination of 
news and tips to bookies. In de- 
fense of ruling, it is pointed out 
that only one track in Chicago last 
Summer showed a profit. There 
will also be a zealous guarding f 
the state’s 4% cut of the pari 
mutuel take. 














A Dilemma 


St. Paul, Dec. 24. 

WTCN, owned by St. Paul 
Dispatch and Minneapolis Tri- 
bune, has so little stations news 
happening that paper-owners 
decided to yank the radio 
chatter department from their 
amusement pages, since rival 
radio stations were getting a 
big edge. 

Since their own baby hasn’t 
much to bally, rags deemed it 
best to give no break to WCCO 
and KSTP, Columbia and NBC 
affiliates, respectively, but 
rather just kill the whole de- 
partment, 


AQUITANIA IN 
WOR HOLIDAY 
HOOK-UP 


WOR artists’ bureau is arranging 
a special high seas’ broadcast com- 
ing from the Aquitania on New 
Year’s Eve. Two programs lined 


up for the airing on the night of 
nights. The first is to be presented 
from 8:30 to 9 with a complete va- 
riety show, bringing together all 
three bands from the various decks 
on the ship. Later at 1:30 a. m. the 
boat’s orchestra will join in WOR’s 
dance parade for another half-hour 
session of music. 

Harry Hershfield m.c.’ing this 
holiday excursion to the West In- 
dies along with a company of 40. 
Included in the array which the 
artists’ bureau arranged are: Art 
Frank, Vivien Peterson, Bill Telaak, 
Vaughn DeLeath, Jules and Josie 

















Walton, Zanou and Kaz, Lillian 
Wagner, Wesley Boynton, Muriel 
Harrison, J. Fred Coots, Eddy 
Brown, Pauline Alpert and Nord- 


strum sisters. Station also has its 
own engineers along on the trip 
to get the hook-up through safely. 

Georgic departed on Dec. 19 for 
a 12-day cruise carrying an orches- 
tra and additional talent for the 
passenger list. Carlos Colletta, Joe 
Herbert, Carol Gale, Melva Sisters, 
Williams and Kay, Pat Hayes and 
Doug Hunter, Duke, Dunworth and 
Roberts, and Sylvia Lowe here. 
Twenty-three all total in this 
troupe. All on payroll for both hol- 
iday flings. 





Henry Saevke, production man at : 


WTMJ, Milwaukee, has been named 
assistant to Russ Winnie, assistant 
manager of the station, and takes 
charge of program production. 








RADIO STUDES STRUT 








| 

| Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 24. 

| Drake university school of radio 
made its first public appearance, 
nearly en masse, when 100 students 
and members of the faculty took 
part in the presentation of the ‘Mes- 


siah,’ Handel's oratorio. 

Stanford Hulshizer directed the 
chorus; Anthony Donato directed 
the orchestra, while Edwin G. Bar- 





rett, director of the radio school, 
was in charge of the broadcast 
over KSO. 





Gaylord on Maybelline 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Maybelline will use a band pro- 
gram when they shift their show in 
Chicago from the coast. 


Leading the program will be Chas, 
Gaylord and orchestra. 





Jennie K. Zwick, first feminine 
advisor on love problems on Cleve- 
land air, starts series sponsored 
Jan. 1 by Burts over WJAY under 
title of ‘Guide to Happiness.’ Twelve 
half-hours at 9:15 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
planned per week, with music by 
Piazza ensemble, 





HANDEL’S ‘MESSIAH’ 





Mutual Net Stalls Permanent Lines 
Angling for WCAE, WGAR with WNAC 


+ sian 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


‘ half-hour. 





Meeting of the executives in the! 
last | 


Mutual broadcasting system 
week resulted in the decision that 
the network would continue on the 
present co-operative basis with no 
attempt being made to establish 
permanent lines at present. There’s 
an if-and-when clause in ihe de- 
cision, however, which indicates 
that the MBS may install the per- 
manent lines early next year. 


Situation surrounding the WLW- 
NBC tie-up is looked upon as hold- 
ing up the final establishment of 
the Mutual system in every detail. 
While generally admitted that the 
present arrangement between NBC 
and WLW cannot possibly continue 
indefinitely, the Mutual web’s final 
disposition must wait upon the de- 
cision of either NBC or WLW in 
their own relationship. 

Understood that the Mutual execs 
are angling for two additional sta- 
tions besides the WNAC, Boston 
station. Mutual is reported nego- 
tiating for affiliations with a sta- 
tion in Pittsburgh and one in 
Cleveland, likely WCAE in the for- 
mer and WGAR in the latter city. 
Would give them a set-up of WGN, 
WXYZ, WLW, WOR, WNAC, 
WCAE and WGAR, which they be- 
lieve to be equal to basic networks 
offered by CBS or NBC and at a 


, station 





rate considerably less. 


Surveying 


a Survey 





Columbia Makes Analysis of Eye vs. Ear 
Findings for Press Rebuttal 





CBS has just issued a report 
aimed to answer any misinterpreta- 
tion of facts as brought out in the 
Harvard Findings regarding eye vs. 
ear. Sales promotion department 


has mailed the pamphlet to all of 
its clients, advertisers and agencies. 

Three profs at the university re- 
cently completed some detailed work 
on audiotary and visual impressions 
which bore considerable weight 
around the country due to the pres- 
tige of the department and the in- 
stitution behind it. 

However, certain portions of an 
incomplete comment on this work, 
concocted by a grad student, were’ 
snatched up by the press and 
pushed into prominent front-page 
position under such captions as 
‘Printed Word Held Better than Ra- 
dio.” That was the gist of the cam- 
paign which the press pushed in its 
drive to stem the air tide. 

CBS delved deeper into the 
treatise and discovered that the ac- 
tual findings of the Harvard studies, 
in so far as applied to practical 
advertising problems, told a very 
different story. 

CBS’ report scores the 13 points 
that: Facts, narrative and abstract 
material are better understood and 
more interesting when heard over 
the radio than when read on a 
printed page; that after 24 hours 
advertising trade names are recalled 
better when heard than read; that 
in eight groups of tests there is no 
significant difference between print- 
ed and radio advertising in the mat- 
ter of interest; that numbers were 
remembered better when heard but 
that nonsense syllables were re- 
membered when given out visually; 


6-HOUR DANCE PARADE 
MAY BE EXTENDED 


Dance parade on WNEW, New 
York which begins at 10 in the eve- 
ning and runs straight through to 
4 a.m. may be extended for another 








simple words register better on the 
air; that sentences short or long, 
specific or general are recalled bet- 
ter when heard; that short prose 
passages were preferred orally in- 
stead of visually; that fairly com- 
plex types of sentences were re- 
membered best in recognition tests 
when heard over the air; that hu- 
morous material was _ preferred 
through the ear than through th 
eye; directions are best remembered 
when spoken and that the human 
voice tends to make auditory 
entations more personal and 
caution was more exercised toward 
printed than spoken material. 

Which all stresses CBS’ point that 
copy presented over the radio has 
greater power of suggestion than 
when read in print. 








Night spots are covered 
in the big outlay of dance music. 
Latest additions are Eddie Worth’s 
band from Will Oakland’s Round 
Table nighterie in Greenwich Vill- 
age, and Teddy Hill’s orchestra from | 
the Ubangi club in Harlem. 





WOAIT, 50,000-Watts, May 
Shift to Transradio News 


San Antonio, Dec. 24. 

Town's 50,000-watter, WOAT, is 
going Transradio service which it 
probably will put in as against 
Press-Radio service. 

Station is getting Transradio; 
stuff daily and comparing it with 
Publishers’ Committee radio re- 
leases. Will make up its mind on 
basis of comparisons. 





KTSA’s or Else Show 


San Antonio, Dec. 24. 
With the southwest saturated with 
late barn dance music KTSA is go- 
ing into reverse Weginning this week 





to air a ‘Road to Dreamland’ half- 
hour of soothing, uninterupped cr- | 
ganology. 

Nightly from 10:30 to 11 P. M.} 
will etherize Bert Ponard, 
organist who landed here from At- 
lanta, via the Texas theatre Test, 
ment organ. Music is continuous | 
with announcements only at start 
and finish of period. Station figures 
there’s ample listeners who tire of 
the hayseed stuff and would rather 
hear some dreamy strains before 
hitting the hay. 

After the organlogue it’s back to 
the hotcha stuff for the stay -ups. 





Cardinet Candy Spreads 
San Francisco, Dec, 24. 


Arrangements have been com- 
pleted between NBC and the Cardi- 
net Candy Co. to pipe their Hal 
Burdick ‘Night Editor’ program, 
which has been aired locally, to 
seven stations, including Denver 
and Salt Lake City. 

Program deals with story behind 
news. Night editor whiles away 
lonely hours of nocturnal] vigil by 
spinning yarns of pressdom to 
cubs. 
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HELD OVER 
CASINO DE PAREE 
LOEW’S STATE — 
NEW YORK 
(Week Dec. 14) 
Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 

















CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


AND HIS 
COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC—Tuesday, 8:30 to 9 P.M., DSP 
(Phillips Dental)- 


WEAF—Friday, 9 to 9:30 P.M., DST 
(Phillips Milk) 
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“Variety” 

“This pro- 

gram is WwW Ms ¢€ & 
lng Wed. 7:30 P. M. 
. as SRE 
— GEN. FOODS 
— ——_—_ 
KINGSLEY ana 
VICKI 

CHASE 

’ WABC 


Saturday Nites at Eight 


ROXY REVUE 


Held Over Roxy Mastbaum, Phila., 
Dec. 31—Doubling 
Arcadia, Phil., Week Dec. 31 
Special Arrangements and Material 
Exclusively by 
JEAN PAUREL 
Direction, WM. MORRIS 














HARVEY 


Dorchester House, London 
Indefinitely 
Also—Doubling. London Palladium. 
Four weeks, beginning December 24. 


Also—Pack at the Mayfair Hotel for 
two weeks on December 24, 
Direction 


Radio Cafe 





Phil Ponce Henry Herrman 
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“CHESTERFIELD” 


Monday, Wednesday, Saturday. 
WABC—9-9:30 P.M. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
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VARIETY 


WILLIAM A. BRADY 
Reminiscences 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WABC, N. Y. 

William A. Brady one of the lead- 
producers in the American 
his wide and 
the 





ing 
theatre 
colorful 
Not alone in the Times Square sec- 
tor has this producer flourished, 
but in many other fields as well. 
This glance behind the scenes in- 
eludes highlights of political events, 
sport attractions and prize fights 
also. All told in a straight-forward 
manner with the speaker's voice 
carrying a convincing note along 
with the diverse subjects. 

Brady sketched (23) back to an 
early day in his career when the 
Corbett-Sullivan bout was staged 
in New Orleans. Many of the 
foib'es of that day, including the 
exclusion of ladies from the fights, 
were mentioned. Development of 
Gentleman Jim also hurried over in 
this initial program. On for 15 
minutes and those with a hankering 
for truthful pictures of bygone days 


is now airing 


experiences over air. 


—————— — 


‘nique or 





will surely dial in regularly here. 
The wealth of contacts stored up in | 
this man's life establishes a desire | 
to listen in again right away. 


HEADLINES OF 1934 
Graham McNamee, John B. Kennedy 
Drama, Talk 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

NBC took no chances this year on 
beine beaten to the punch by Co- 
lumbia. With hardly any advance an- 


nouncement, it shot into production 
and release its annual review of 
leading news events. In carrying 
out the thing NBC made liberal use 
of the technique associated with 
’The March of Time.’ At its best 
moment, the NBC effort was still 
a weak imitation of the original. 
Like the weekly mag's affair, the 
NBC program last Thursday night 
(20) was an intermixture of drama- 
tized bits, headline reading and edi- 
torial comment. The tempo of the 
NBC sample was bad, showing 
either the lack of a crack direc- 
torial hand, or insufficient prepara- 
tion, while the musical scoring 
coulkin’t have been much worse. 
Among the news events that re- 
ceived some dramatic treatment dur- 
ing this potpourri were the birth of 
the Dione quintuplets; the arrest of 
Bruno Hauptmann; the assassina- 
tions of King Alexander and Chan- 
cellcor Egbert Dolfuss; the flight of 
Samuel Insull; the San Francisco 
strike: the Hitler purge: the burn- 
ine of the Morro Castle, and the 
shooting to death of Dillinger. Best 
handled was the Dolfuss attack, 
while the sloppiest bit was the at- 
tempt to re-enact what happened 
abcard the burning vessel. Long 
was credited by the editorial com- 
ment as being the most amazing 
character of 1934. In pointing out 
why, the program was careful not 
to say anything hat would really 
offend the senator, Odec. 


PENTHOUSE SERENADE 

Don Mario, Charles Gaylord’s or- 
chestra, Dorothy Hamilton 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, N. Y. 

A standard compilation of dance 
music, singing and sales talk. No 
film chatter this time, though May- 
belline authorities mention Holly- 
wood frequently as being the hot 
spot of the world when it comes 
to being make-up conscious, Charles 
Gaylord’s music is quite good, hav- 
ing a distinctive piano which stands 
out. A medley from ‘Life Begins 
at 8:40’ opened and a triple ar- 
rangement of ‘I Kiss Your Hand 
Madame’ closed their part of the 
program. 

Considerable build-up on Don 
Mario, claiming that he is the new 
romantic voice of the air. His best 
number at this hearing however was 
a Christmas hymn which somehow 
managed to fit in with the re- 
mainder of the modern stanzas. 
Dorothy Hamilton who is up on all 
the latest beauty advice causes the 
middle break so she can put over 
the company’s plugging. A fair 


Sunday p.m. program having no 
apparent link with its penthouse 
label. 


MODERN HOME MAKER 
Participating 

60 Mins. 

COM-AERCIAL 

KGW, Portland, Ore. 


One of the first changes made by 
Larry Allen, newly appointed chief 
of KGW-KEX, was to change the 
Cooking School of the Air to the 
Modern Home Maker. Change was 
more than just in name, program 
now embraces everything in the 
home, children care, care of pets, 
color. furniture, patterns, short cuts 
on disagreeable jobs, in short every- 
thing except recipes. Allen's theory 
is that women are fed up with pro- 
grams built around recipes. 

Van Fleming gives shopping sug- 
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Radio Reports 


THE PAUSE THAT REFRESHES 
ON THE AIR 

Frank Black 

Band, Chorus 


|30 Mins. 


COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


After an two 
from radio, Coca Cola is back with 
a Friday evening session that offers 
program tech- 
enter- 


absence of years 


original in 
distinctiveness in 
tainment. Frank Black puts a 
studio combo of 65 men and a 
mixed chorus of 25 voices through 
a lot of vibrations, but it all winds 
up as so much musical chop suey. 
Black, who is general musical di- 
rector for NBC, apparently listens 
to no program other than his own. 
In the light of his remarks into the 
mike at the opening of his initial 
show for Coca Cola (21), and the 
instrumental-choral conglomeration 
that followed, this is an _ easily 
plausible deduction. Black declared 
that he was undertaking something 
that he had long desired, and that 
was the introduction of a musical 
form that blended the human voice 
with the instruments of the or- 
chestra. Over two years ago Phil 
Spitalny introduced and made much 
use of this concept on his series for 
Nestle, and Andre Kostelanetz fol- 
lowed suit for Pontiac over CBS 
after Spitalny departed from the 
Nestle niche. 
Though it might not be stuff of 
an original turn, Frank Black as 
a rule can be depended upon for a 
good orchestration. In his attempt 
to weave in what he calls ‘rhapsodic 
effects’ here, Black does good 
neither to his rep as a musician-ar- 
ranger nor to the average ear which 
prefers its melody unmixed with 
contrapuntal tricks. 
What Black chooses to describe 
as a novel method of musical pre- 
sentation is the repetitious inter- 
larding of four different refrains in 
a single arrangement, with the 
femme voices warbling the lyrics 
and the male group setting up a 
tum-tum-tum obbligato. The com- 
bination of. tunes do anything but 
project a coherent theme, while his 
treatment of some of the melodies 
offers cause for a legit squawk from 
the writers concerned. 
The plug is nicely and briefly in- 
terpolated. It contents itself with 
airing the drink’s slogan, ‘The pause 
that refreshes,’ and suggesting a 
use associated with the season. On 
the debut program, the copy averred 
that the wise shopper will find re- 
lief from the tiring round of stores 
and counter by sitting down and 
inhaling a glass of the beverage. 
Program is cleared over the red 
(WEAF) web and D’Arcy is the 
agency. Odec. 


nothing 


ENGLISH CORONETS 

With Kay Van Riper, Gail Gordon 
Historical 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 


Long a favorite on the west coast, 
Kay Van Riper is reviving her 
historical series in the east over 
ABS web. She has been one of the 
few to be able to lift historical 


drama out of the thick books and 
inject some life and vitality into 
the rather stilted conversation of 
the dark ages. 

Her method of development is 
sharp and minute in the matter of 
detail. For a half-hour’s run, lots 
of incident has to be skipped over 
and it is done here quite skillfully. 
Court intrigue with its mysterious 
trysts and such filters through most 
of the dramatic portions. 

A page from the turbulent life of 
Henry VIII and one of his harem, 
Anne Boleyn was given here. Gail 
Gorden also brought east with the 
series plays the other leading part. 
Rest of the cast is drafted from 
the studio's list. While the separate 
programs are definit® by themselves, 
there is a connecting link with each 
week’s presentation. Sunday night 
hour carries a certain dignity and 
is fluent enough in its style to build 
along the seaboard states. Title is 
catchy. 


DEDICATORY PROGRAM 

Fred Schmitt's Orc., Josephine Neri 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

KOA, Denver 

First program to go over the air 
from the new downtown studio of 
KOA was one of those things it is 
hard to get away from. Three 
speeches were made, one by Gov. 
Ed Johnson, one by Mayor George 
Begole, and the last by George 
Norlin, president of the University 
of Colorado. Norlin was also 
present when the first studios of 
KOA were opened, ten years ago. 
But the men realized the limitation 
of time, and made their remarks 
short and to the point. 

Fred Schmitt, probably the best 
known orchestra director in the 
Rocky Mountain region, directed the 
orchestra which put out the first 
music from the new studio, TFred 
directed his 25-piece group thru 
‘Overtures on Parade,’ doing it 





gestions in humorous style. 


in authoritative manner. 
Rose. 


Canada vs. WLW 


(Continued from page 31) 





during daylight hours, and will be 
compelled to go down to 50,000 at 
night. Trying to reach compromise, 
commish has decided, however, that 
WLW may continue with super- 
power at night providing directional 
antenna is installed to remove 
source of Dominion squawk. 

Canadian protest was submitted 
to Communications bosses several 
weeks ago by Col. W. Arthur Stecle, 
member of the Canadian Radio 
Commission and to the State De- 
partment in writing. Dominion sta- 
tion at the bottom of the rumpus 
is CFRB, 10,000-watter at Toronto, 
which uses Canada's 690-kilocycle 
cleared channel. 

American industry members were 
jolted by news of commission's ac- 
tion and readiness to yield to Can- 
ada, and, despite any personal tiffs, 
are 100% behind Crosley in prepar- 
ing for a showdown. They see in 
this tangle a highly important issue 
over whether United States progress 
is to be retarded and geared to Can- 
ada, or whether this country is 
going to stand for its rights. 

Canadian-American agreement on 
allocation of facilities does not 
stipulate any power limitations on 
cleared channels, and consequently 
American broadcasters feel there is 
no reason for U. S. to give in and 
decline to protect facilities granted 
exclusively to this country under 
international pact. 


No American Complaints 


Since no American stations on 
channels near WLW’s assignment 
have complained of interference, it 
is felt that Canada has shown up 
her own failure to regulate her own 
broadcasters. Boys in the know 
say that Canadian transmitters have 
been allowed to deteriorate because 
of uncertainty over the type of con- 
trol which the Dominion wil! exer- 
cise in the future, and that trouble 
could be cleared up if CFRB had 
up-to-the-minute equipment. 

If Crosley jumps into court, at- 
tack probably will be founded on al- 
legation that commish deprived li- 
censee of rights in an arbitrary, ca- 
pricious manner, and without grant- 


ing opportunity for a hearing. 
Question would involve any possible 
differences between conditional 


grants of authority and regular li- 
censes, with industry expecting 
courts to hold that Crosley’s special 
authorization was no different from 
the typical form of license. Then 
question would arise whether com- 
mish is justified in revoking the 
grant without a hearing in absence 
of finding of fact that WLW failed 
to operate in the public interest. 

American authorities’ attitude is 
attributed to general reluctance of 
U. S. to fight for principles with 
other nations, but other factors are 
cited to account for the F.C.C. back- 
ing down act. Political considera- 
tions are important in this wrangle, 
since U. S. is trying to obtain fa- 
vors from Canada in the way of re- 
vision of the St. Lawrence seaway 
treaty, reciprocal trade agreements, 
and other concessions. American 
authorities see radio tiff as merely 
one part of a complicated problem 
in international relations, and feel 
that by giving Dominion a break on 
the. broadcasting dispute U. S. may 
win compensating privileges in 
other directions. Which makes the 
broadcasting industry in general, 
and Crosley in particular, just an- 
other pawn in the game of interna- 
tional relations. 





Amateur Cycle 





(Continued from page 33) 


agent will also contact stations be- 
forehand to see that everything is 
in ship-shape style. 

Ben Doline., m.c. at a chain of 
six Bronx theaters, is putting up 
cash awa 1s for contest winners in 
a new radio amateur series which 
starts this week. Those coming out 
ahead go over WBNX on Saturday 
afternoons, 

Main idea is to discover some 
neighborhood talent. Houses in- 
cluded in the stunt are: Freeman, 
Deluxe, Lido, Tower, Fenway and 
Star. 

WNEW, New York, is going in 
for an amateur contest jfrogram. 
Harry Wilson down to act as m.c. 
for a new Radio Round-Up on Sat- 
urday afternoons at 8 p. m. Those 
out to try for air honors on this 
program, have to contact Wilson 
or H. J. Butler, Newark manager of 
the station. 

WMCA's Amateur Night in Har- 





lem shifts from a@ midnight broad- 





cast to a 11 o’clock splash, effective 
Dec. 30. Will still run for one hour 
as usual, 





Rochester, Dec. 24. 

WHEC’s amateur radio program, 
copying vaude amateur nites, was 
as bad as was to be expected. It 
Was put on without rehearsals or 
auditions, with the field open to all 
comers. A whistle in the hands of 
three judges replaces the hook. 
Eight out of 15 numbers got the 
whistle on the opening program. 
About two out of the 15 were pass- 
able. Whether the public goes for 
this sort of thing remains to be seen. 
Effort was made to get listeners to 
phone in their opinions. 

Gunnar Wiig, baseball announcer 
and general manager of WHEC, 
served as m. c., first admitting he 
was an amateur at the job. There 
was a chance for a bit of bright 
chatter and humor to help put 
across the program, but it didn't 
materialize. 

Fair variety was obtained as be- 
tween singers, instrumentalists and 
alleged humorists, but the radio ef- 
fort lacks the lusty sport engen- 
dered by the vaude protoype. 





Radio Showwoman 





(Continued from page 33) 


is guided by an ideal. ‘We want a 
person 12 years old to fully under- 
stand what we're saying,’ is how she 
puts it. 

When she creates a program she 
strives to build a strip that will hit 
the masses all over the country, that 
touches the fundamental human 
emotions. If it’s a dramatic pro- 
gram it’s concerned with happiness 
and sorrow, how to get into trouble 
and out again. If it’s a musical pro- 
gram it’s music with simple melody, 
the things -people understand, the 
things they know. Beautiful melo- 
dies that have the feeling of fa- 
miliarity. 


Real Showmanship 


Mrs. Ashenhurst has found pro- 
grams go over best that have a defi- 
nite idea behind them, that are not 
‘just thrown together.’ ‘For in- 
stance, Broadway Varieties, with 
Everett Marshal11—Bisodol—has 
showmanship, the way you get it on 
the stage. It’s supposed to: happen 
in a theatre, and it really does. The 
American Album of Familiar Music 
—Bayer Aspirin—the old songs. 
Manhattan Merry-Go-Round — Dr. 
Lyon Toothpaste—it takes you from 
place to place in New York. People 
want to know what’s going on in 
New York City. Abe Lyman—Phillips 
Magnesia—everybody loves waltzes. 
Hammerstein’s Music Hall—Hill’s 
Nose Drops—the old songs, the old 
things again. Mrs. Ashenhurst, for 
one, knows who the sponsors are. 

Mrs. Ashenhurst believes, too, in 
making the show fit the product. 
Her Helen Trent show, for Edna 
Wallace Hopper's facial masks and, 
rejuvenation cream, is ‘the story of 
a girl over 35 deserted by her hus- 
band.’ So she has herself beautified, 
and a lovely new life begins for her, 
which shows women that with 
creams they can win back the thrills 
and romances of youth. Younger 
women want to know how to become 
more alluring, they have great faith 
in the ‘French touch,’ thus ‘Marie, 
the Little French Princess,’ for 
Louis Phillipe Lipstick, which is a 
the story of a French princess in 
disguise married to an American 
business man. 


Knows What Kids Like 


The kiddies’ programs have their 
own set of rules. Mrs. Ashenhurst 
has talked to many eminent child 
psychologists, seeking guidance, 
but finds that they don’t agree 
amongst themselves as to what is 
good for a child on the radio. Some 
advocate the child should be com- 
pletely protected, others hold with 
no protection at all. So Mrs. Ash- 
enhurst tries to strike a happy 
medium between the two schools. 
In Skippy she strives for thrilling 
adventure, and asks in return that 
the children brush their teeth with 
Phillips Dental Magnesia. This 
alone proves that radio realizes its 
responsibility toward children, she 
says. At the risk of antagonizing 
its little followers, the Skippy pro- 
gram insists that they brush their; 
teeth. Skippy does not t-ll them to 
buy candy bars, it tells them to 
brush their teeth. That’s how sin- 
cerely radio regards the children’s 
welfare today. Why, the Jack Arm- 
strong Wheaties program, which 
originates in Blackett - Sample- 
Hummert’s Chicago office, hag its 
salestalk approved by the Ameri- 
can Medical Association! 


Wholesome Thrills 





To continue with Skippy, he gives 
them thrilling adventuré withdut 


searing them to death, without 
making the little children nervous 
wrecks. Skippy always has an 
adult with hin.» when he’s in actual 


danger, because that makes the 
kiddies feel safer, more secure, 
And Mrs. Ashenhurst permits no 


terrorizing, just as the script goes 
off the air, such as leaving the small 
hero trapped in a fire. Children 


are very impressionable, she 
realizes. They believe everything, 
When she was working on the 


Wheaties program, Mrs. Ashenhurst 
remembers how mothers used to 
write in asking them to ‘please 
stop,, the children are just gorg- 
ing themselves with Wheaties.’ 

Mrs. Ashenhurst finds that 
women don’t like to listen to women 
announcers in the night time, they'll 
accept them only during the day; 
that the hardest voice to cast is 
that of ‘the male ingenue, the young 
hero, for his voice must make him 
sound very attractive looking and 
he must be capable of delivering 
love lines well’; that radio script 
titles do well to have simple names 
they can easily remeriber; that the 
characters should be very real and 
sincere: that the eastern accent is 
the most acceptable to the masses; 
that ‘broad A's’ and affections of 
speech are objectionable, antagon- 
ize the listeners and get you a 
turn-off.’ 


Gov. Cox’s Air Staff 


WHIO, Dayton, O. (formerly 
WLBW, Erie, Pa.), will take to the 
air as an affiliate of the Dayton 
Daily News and NBC around Feb. 1, 
Outlet will broadcast 18% hours a 
day on 1,280 k.c., at 1,000 watts, day 
and night. 

Former Gov. James Cox has or- 
ganized the Miami Valley Broad- 
casting Corp. as holding company 
for the outlet. Among those named 
to operate WHIO are E. K. Steiner, 





gen. mgr.; J. L. Reinach, formerly 
with WLS, Chicago, commercial 
megr.; R. H. Lingle Jr., chief engi- 


neer, and Charles E. Gay, publicity. 





2d Dep’t Store for WBBM 
Dec. 24. 
Fair store is lining up a show for 
likely January starting on WBBM, 
the local Columbia station. Scrib- 
bled by Leonard Cox, it’s a siz 
times a week program titled ‘Fair 
View,’ which is a sequel to the 
‘Main Street’ program which Cox 
formerly had in the east. Current 


plans call for a late evening shot 
just preceding ‘Myrt and Marge.’ 

If and when the Fair starts it will 
mean two department stores on the 
WBBM wires, Marshall Field now 
having an 120-minute morning 
musical clock program going. 


Chicago, 





Kay Foster at NBC 


NBC has taken into its fold un- 
der an exclusive contract a Texas 
soprano, unknown to radio, who has 
just been started off on a sustain- 
ing program of 15 minutes three 
times weekly. 

She’s Kay Foster and featured on 
the 15-minute sustainer over WEAF 
from New York. 





Okay WOR Delay 


WOR, Newark, has been granted 
permission by the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission to extend the 
completion date of the station’s 50,- 
000-watt transmitter to Feb. 16. 

New transmitter will be located in 
Carteret, N. J. 





Sellers Service »gency of Chicago 
and Columbia negotiating for re- 
turn of Hexin'’s ‘Wings of Dawn’ 
script show late in January. 

H. R. McCann takes 13 weeks over 
WEVD, New York, for a_ serial 
drama. Lola Monti-Gorsey heads 
the cast of ‘The Cantor’s Daughter 


which the firm is ym a 
McCann is distributor for Bosc 
radios. On Sundays at 2:15. 





Procter & Gamble believes that 
‘The Gibson Family’ would fare 
better on the listening percentage 
if the show were moved from Satur- 
day night to a week day spot, and 
has asked NBC to give it the first 
crack at the next hour span that 
becomes available, 





Fletcher & Ellis Bgs designated 
Richard Barrett as manager of the 
agenoy's Chicago office, 
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Pittsburgh Just Wampum, Pa., as 
Nite Life Goes; Hippers Big Worry 





(Fifth of a series on nite life in the 
principal cities of the U. 8.) 
By Hal Cohen 
Pittsburgh, Dec, 24. 


Back in this reporter's dimly 
membered childhood village of 
ampum, Pa, the farmers for 


miles around used to hit what was 
humorously called the Main Stem 
once a week, no more, no less. That 
was Saturday night, when the 
qeek's vittles were put in and a 
couple of chaklit sodas and a pitch- 
ur would round out a hot time in 
the old town that night. The popu- 
lation of Wampum was and still is 
$00; metropolitan Pittsburgh con- 
tributes 1,000,000 souls to the 120 
millions of these United States, but 
Pittsburgh is essentially an over- 
sized Wampum. 

For Pittsburgh, through prohibi- 
tion and now repeal, remains strict- 
ly a Saturday night town. It’s the 
night the boys and girls go out to 
spend what they’ve managed to ac- 
cumulate through a six-night period 
of radio Mstening. The end of pro- 
hibition has naturally brought 
about an increase in business, but 
it's a Saturday night increase and, 
with few exceptions, the town’s 
night life through the week is prac- 
tically null and void. 

This situation hasn’t been helped 
any by the stringent liquors laws 
of Pennsylvania, which compel the 
cessation of alcoholic hostilities on 
the dot at 2 a.m. and at midnight 
on Saturday until 7 a.m. Monday 
morning. The penalty is loss of a 
$2,000 bond and the revocation of 
license. Latter would be fatal for 
any nitery and the boys are taking 
as few chances as possible. 


Toters 

There’s another trade factor that 
go far the cafe operators have been 
unable to eliminate, and that’s the 
practice of toting one’s own. It’s 
éstimated that at least half of the 
customers do it. Just last week, 
nitery and hotel owners met to fix 
@ certain corkage charge per per- 
gon for those who go in for just 
set-ups, but no action has yet been 
taken. It’s expected to come before 
New Year’s Eve anyway, the night 
of the year when everybody mops 


up. 

What night crowd there is left 
here has consistently passed up the 
hotels for the smaller spots, just as 
they have done in the past. Only 
the William Penn gets a nightly 
dance play at its Chatterbox and 
remains one of the few sites here 
to still inflict a cover charge, $2.20 
per couple. While all other places 
dish out big shows and minimum 
check tariffs, this hotel, catering 
atrictly to the class and money 
crowd, has nothing on tap but a 
band, at the moment Paul Pendar- 
vis’, and with drinks the stiffest 
priced in town. 

Of the established niteries, the 
Plaza still seems to be getting more 
than its share of the loose coin. 
Operated by John Magginotti, for- 
mer waiter; Etzi Covato, who leads 
the band there, and an unnamed 
third partner, it was the first spot 
toe come out with big floor shows a 
couple of seasons ago and with the 
advent of repeal the habit  re- 
mained. The Nixon, Tony Conforti's 
spot, goes on and on, with no fire- 
works but turning a steady profit. 

In the last couple of months the 
scene has been considerably bright- 
@ened by the return of two well- 
known night club operators here in 
the past. One is Eddie Klein, who 
10 years ago had a gold mine in the 
old Garden Inn in East Liberty. 
Recently he took over the Tent 
Club, above Duquesne Garden, 
changed the name to the 400 Club, 
installed a big show, and has thus 
far made something of an impres- 
sion. The other is Joe Hiller, once 
manager of. the Show Boat in its 
halcyon days. Ho's back at a new 
spot, the Music Box, a new nitery 
and not a revamped one, and has a 
clientele of his own. 

Restaurants have all made a dent 
in the legitimate night club chan- 
nels. Every eatery with a booze 
license has installed a small band, 
@ couple of pick-me-up acts, and 
advertise ‘dancing and big floor 
show,’ naturally diverting business 
from other channels. Another thing 
that’s arisen to plague the cafe busi- 
ness is the mushroom growth of so- 
called private clubs, where John Pub- 
lic is a member and can get a drink 
and a couple of bars of Reethoven 
any hour of the day or night. 

iquor commission has lately 
clamped down on such clubs, how- 
€éver, and cafes are hopeful. 

One other outgrowth of repeal is 
the exclusive gambling club, usually 
Oocated on the outskirts of the city, 
Where they pay for drinks, reason- 
ably priced, tf they stay downstairs 
to dance and watch the show, but 
lift ‘em on the house if willing to 
chance the wheel or di table. But 
these establishments are getting 
chiefly a late crowd, since they’re 
Protected and ean run continuously. 

Stabilized 

If it has done nothing else, the 

Teturn of booze has stabilized the 


loca] night club industry, reducing 
the field to a few places, where 
everything will be hunky-dory once 
trade does pick up. In the past new 
night clubs used to appear at the 
rate of two a week and fold a fort- 
night later. Now, with a $2,000 bond 
to put up and $600 additional for the 
liquor license, the boys aren't so 
ready to take a chance. That’ll help 
the legitirhate spots this New Year's 
Eve, and they’re counting on that, 
since every year the greatest up- 
risings in the cafe field have taken 
place around this time of the season. 

While volume of trade hasn’t 
picked up materially, the takings 
have, with checks 'way above their 
ordinary average. This has per- 
mitted spots to splurge on talent, 
bringing in name acts occasionally 
and surrounding them with presen- 
tations that often eclipse those in 
the deluxe movie houses. Five years 
ago a name act in a nitery here wags 
unheard of; today it’s quite com- 
mon, 

Until a couple of weeks ago town 
has escaped the massive dance gar- 
dens so popular elsewhere. But now 
Sportsmen’s Enterprises have taken 
over old Motor Square Garden, 
sports arena, redecorated it to the 
tune of $20,000, and can accommo- 
date around 3,000 dancers. Spot 
serves only beer. There’s a door 
charge of 50c per person, and it’s 
getting a play from the middle 
classes. Operators are bringing in 
name bands, but it’s open only on 
week-ends, 

Because, after all is said and done, 
Pittsburg remains first, last and 
always a Saturday night town—a 
big, overgrown Wampum, 


Yank Writers Stick 
in England for G-B 


London, Dec. 24. 


Al Goodheart, Maurice Sigler and 
Al Hoffman whom Campbell-Con- 
nelly imported from America for 
filmusical songwriting have had 
their contracts extended until next 
May. 

Gaumont-British has payrolled 
the three American tunesmiths and 
given them further assignments. 


Whidden Band Opens 
In Honolulu Dec. 31 


Holl, wood, Dec. 24. 


Jay Whidden and band sailed 
Saturday (22) aboard the President 
Hoover for Honolulu. Combo opens 
New Year’s Eve in the new ball- 
room at Young’s hotel, inaugurating 
the winter season on the islands. 

Advent of the Whidden band to 
Honolulu is expected to bring a 
rush of other name bands and tal- 
ent to Hawaiian nite spots. 




















Pendleton Re-elected 


L. A. Musicians Prez 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 


Frank D. Pendleton has been re- 
elected president of musicians’ 
local 47, A.F.of M. defeating his 
only opponént, George D. McMaster, 
by a vote of 729 to 187. Max Sturgis 
had no opposition to succeed him- 
self as vice-president. Neither did 
Fred W. Forbes, recording secre- 
tary, and Cliff Wenster, business 
representative. Ward Harrington 
was re-elected financial secretary 
over John J. Sewell. 

Board of trustees comprises 
Clarence Shaw, George W. Teas- 
dale and Harry H. Silverman. Dele- 
gats to Federation convention are 
J. W. Gillette and Harry Baldwin. 





San Antonio—Shows 


San Antonio, Dec. 24. 

Jimmie Arnold has stepped out of 
Blue Steele’s band to organize an 
11-piece combo for the Club Royale, 
one of town’s numerous niteries. 
Doris Zeman, Adrain and Delores 
and Gene Rowden compose the floor 
show. 

Shadowland holiday floor enter- 
tainment features Hank the Mule, 
Rose and Ray Lyte, Jordan trio, 
Yvonne and Vernon, and Wanda 
and Collins, and Happy Felton band. 

Daro and Costa, adagio team, 
were added to Olmos Dinner club 





floor show. 





Most Played on Air 


To familiaries the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the mumber of 
combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ, WABCO and WMCA., 
Object of My Affection 
it’s June In January 
Winter Wonderland 
Dancing with My Shadow 
Hands 
Stay Sweet as You Are 
Santa’s Coming to Town 
Continental 
An Invitation. to Dance 
Follow My Secret Heart 
Pop Goes Your Heart 
An Earful of Musio 
Am | to Blame? 

Where Smoke, There's Fire 
Be Still My Heart 

What Difference Day Made 
You're the Top 

All Through the Night 
Because Once Upon Time 
Mr. and Mrs. Is the Name 
Out in Cold Again 

Believe it, Beloved 
Flirtation Walk 

| Woke Up Too Soon 
Alabama 

Take Number from 1 to 10 
A Needle in Haystack 

I'm Growing Fonder of You 
P. S—I Love You 

You and Night and Music 
Love Is Just Around Corner 
With Every Breath | Take 


TUNERS SCORE DOUBLE 


Gilbert and Bernar Land Numbers 
in Separate Pix 




















Hollywood, De. 24.- 
L. Wolfe Gilbert and Felix Ber- 
j}nar have clicked for a second sale 
to pictures in a week. Pair have 
closed with RKO Radio for their 
number, ‘You Opened My Eyes,’ 
which will be featured in the 
Wheeler and Woolsey pic, ‘Murder 
in Tin Pan Alley.’ 
Fey, days previously they scribed 
‘Becky Sharp,’ which Pioneer 
grabbed for its pic of that name. 


5 NAME BANDS WILL 
PLAY BALTO AUTO SHOW 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 


This year’s Auto Show, sponsored 
by the Maryland Automobile Trade 
Association, skeded for Jan. 21-26 
at the Fifth Regiment Armory here, 
is being primed to be most lavish 
motor-merchandising effort ever 
tried in Balto. 

Five name bands have been inked 
in, secured from Columbia Artists’ 
Bureau. Each crew will play single 
nite and will come in the order 
named: Paul Whiteman, Isham 
Jones, Joe Haymes, Ted Black and 
Freddie Rich. They were bought 
from CBS at $10,000 for all. No 
other entertainment being arranged 
and there will be no dancing. Door 
admish will be exacted. 

Auto Show will be first event held 
in reconstructed Armory, which 
was destroyed by flames two years 
ago and rebuilt at a cost of $1,500,- 
000. 


Black Cat, N.Y., Reopening 
With Beck’s Orchestra 


Harry and Jack Finkelstein re- 
open the Black Cat in Greenwich 
Village Dec. 27. 

Marty Beck’s orchestra will head 
a show produced by Jack Pomeroy. 

















Yachters Set in Miami 


Yacht Club Boys open at Barney 
Gallant's, Miamt, Jan. 15. Veloz and 
Yoland and Shep Fields’ orches- 
tra are also featured in the show. 

Quartet, recently back from Lon- 
don, made a short for Warners last 
week in Brooklyn and are being of- 
fered a term contract for a series 
of shorts. Abe Lastfogel (William 
Morris agency) ts handling them. 


ENDOR, FARRELL TO MIAMI 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Chic Endor and Charles Farrell, 
who closed at the Clover Club, left 
here Friday (21) for Detroit where 
they go into the Detroit A. C. for 
two weeks opening Dec. 28. 

Then go to the Beach and Tennis 
Club, Miami, for the remainder of 
the Winter’s season 








Publishers Ask Delay on Counter 
Shutdowns to Clear Legal Rights 





FLOOR SHOWS OUT 


Carter, Cleve., Going in for Name | 
Bands Only 





Cleveland, Dec. 24. 
Anson Weeks’ ork was brought in 
by Carter hotel to reopen its Rain- 
bow room, one of town’s class spots, 
and is set for two weeks. Vincent 
Lopez tentatively slated to follow. 
Hotel is reversing its last year’s 
policy, which included a chorus line 
and expensive revue. No floor show 
this season, and only other enter- 
tainment outside of Week's band is 
Al Bannen’s Continental Four, which 
is going to Miami after the new 
year, 


All New ‘Blue’ 
Slate Wins in 
$02 Election 


The ‘blue ticket,’ which represents 
the more radical element in the or- 
ganization, won a sweeping victory 
last week in the first annual elec- 
tion held by the New York musi- 
cians’ union, 802, since being grant- 
ed local autonomy. Ballot count-up 
found every one of the current offi- 
cers out, with the same applying to 








the executive and trial boards. 
Practically all the latter sought 
election on the ‘yellow ticket.’ New 


electees take office Jan. 3. 

Voted into office last week were 
William Fineberg, vice-president; 
Jacob Rosenberg, secretary; Harry 
Suber, treasurer; Richard McCann, 
Samuel Suber, William Alex Con- 
way, Jr., Anthony Mulieri, David 
Freed, William Laendner, Robert 
Sterne, Louis Sperandei and George 
Koukly, members of the executive 
board; and Emil G. Balzer, Max L. 


+> SSS eee 
| 
| 





Arons, yeorge Schector, Edward 
Horn, C. G. McGibney, Sidney Feld- 
man, Frank (Jazz) Garisto, Albert 
Modiano, Pete L. Petruzello, mem- 
bers of the trial board. 

McCann and Rosenberg received 
the appointments as delegates to the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
convention. 

Edward Canavan remains presi- 
dent for another year and a half. 
When the A, F. of M. convention last 
summer voted 802 local autonomy it 
stipulated that Canavan, an ap- 
pointee of International President 
Joseph N. Weber, retain his office 
for two years. 


New Coast Wax Plant to 
Speed Up Pop Releases 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

A record pressing plant for 
American Record company and 
Brunswick Phonograph is being 
constructed at the rear of the Se- 
ward street plant of Consolidated 
Film Laboratories. 

New building will house 
quarters of both American Record 
and Brunswick, which are subsidi- 
aries of Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries. Execs figure to have all coast 
recordings made for the Brunswick 
label pressed in the new plant and 
shipped to all states west of the 
Mississippi. This method, it is ex- 
pected, will give quicker release on 
pop numbers in the west. 


Cut Down on Strauss 
Band in Chi Casino 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

After a week of operation under 
the new ‘Hello Paris, Vienna Hello’ 
show at the Casino the nitery has 
decided to cut down on the Johann 
Strauss orchestra, 

Cutting the roster from 85 men 
to 20. 











coast | 





Ramon | and Rosita Busy 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 
Ramon and Rosita, ballroom | 
dancers, are opening in the new} 





Fiorentine room at the Beverly Wil- 
shire ho’ New Year's Eve. | 
Pair ai: > into Warner's ‘Gold- 





diggers oi .2385,’ 


Publishing trade as represented in 


the Music Publishers’ Protective 


; Association has decided to ask the 


chain stores to defer shutting down 
any more sheet music counters until 
a study has been made of the legal 
questions involving the creation of 
a central shipping service for the 
syndicates. Ata meeting of leading 
publishers last week John G. Paine, 
MPPA chairman, was delegated to 
make the inquiry and relay the re- 
quest to the chain men 

Paine's assignment entails find- 
ing out which publishers have set- 
tlement agreements with Max 
Mayer, jobber, which bar them from 


central distributing alliances and 
whether they could participate in a 
warehousing service for chain 


stores. Mayer’s agreements with 
nine leading publishers, obtained 
during the trial of his conspiracy 
suit last spring, have until April 


to go. 
In the event the Mayer situation 
can not be legally untangled, Paine 


has been authorized to urge the 
sundicates to bear along with the 
industry and keep their counters 
going until April. 

Though some publishers strongly 
favor a central shipping service as 
demanded by the chains, others 
take the view that the loss of syn- 
dicate business would be made up 
for by an increase of sales among 
indie retailers and that special 
shipping service or no special ship- 
ping service, the chains will main- 
tain, as always, a sheet musis 
counter as long as it shows a profit, 


DISMISSAL ASKED IN 
COHAN COPYRIGHT SUIT 


Counsel for the Richmond-Mayer 
Music Co, and Robbins Music Corp. 
last week sought to obtain from 
Justice Walsh in the New York 
Supreme Court a dismissal of the 
suit that George M. Cohan ‘had 
brought in connection with his 
claim to the Fred A, Mills catalog. 
Defendants’ lawyers argued that 
the state court had no jurisdictidn 
over copyright matters, and that if 
the action was predicated on a vio- 
lation of contract Cohan had no 
case because he couldn't show an 
agreement involving Richmond- 
Mayer or Robbins. The court re- 
served decision on the motion for 
dismissal. 

In his complaint Cohan contended 
the late Fred A. Mills, publisher, 
had no authority to assign to Rich- 
mond-Mayer a group of Cohan 
tunes which included ‘Give My Re- 
gards to Broadway,’ ‘Little Johnny 
Jones’ and ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 
Richmond-Mayer later disposed of 
this catalog to Robbins. 

Cohan originally brought suit 
against the two firms in New York 
Federal Court. His counsel moved 
the issue to the state court after 
the former tribunal granted the 
Richmond-Mayer and Robbins law- 
yers’ motion for a dismissal, with a 
proviso that Cohan be allowed 380 
days in which to file an amended 
complaint. 











‘Relief Work Stagsered 


For 576 L. A. Musicians 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24, 

Upwards of 576 of its unemployed 
members have been placed in Jocal 
relief project work recently by 
musicians’ local 47. Unmarried 
members, with no dependents, work 
six hours weekly on these assign- 
ments. 

Married members and those with 
dependents work from eight to 24 
hours weekly. Pay is at rate of 76ic 
per hour. 





Midwest Bands Switch 


Chicago, De. 24. 





Several switches in bands through 
the midwest, with the various nite 
spots getting set for the new year, 
Seymour Simon orche i goes into 
the Hotel Schroeder, in Milwaukee; 
Jimmy Joy band into St. Pau! hotel, 
St. Paul. 

Bobby Meeker shifts into the 
Chase hotel, Louisville; Johnny 
Johnstone orchestra takes over the 
rostrum et the Ambassador, Kane 
ras City. 
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Disk Reviews 
By Abel Green 





Rules Is Rules 





Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 24. 
Syracuse Musicians’ Protec- 








Jan Garber 

Garber’s another marking a dis- 
tinguished comeback on the air, 
disks and otherwise. Victor 24810 
is good sample of the Garber style. 
Tt’'s Home’ from ‘Marie Galante’ 
(Yellen-Gorney) is backed with a 
‘Flirtation Walk’ excerpt by Dixon- 


Wrubel, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Is the Name.’ 
Fritz Heilbron and Lew Palmer 
vocally. 

‘Blame It On My Youth’ by Ed- 


ward Heyman-Oscar Levant is a 
potential song hit, Garber getting a 
lot out of this and ‘The Object of 
My Affection.’ Levant doesn’t write 
’em often, but when he does—, Lee 
Bennett's vocals, All brisk fox- 
trotology. 





Eddy Duchin 

The C. P. Casino (N.Y.), maestro 
has yet to make an undistinguished 
recording for Victor or anybody. 
That rhythmic piano style and the 
sweet syncopation are_ indelible 
Duchin trademarks. From ‘Merrily 
We Roll Along’ Duchin has taken 
‘Life Begins With Love,’ backed on 
Victor 24805 with ‘Hands Across the 


Table,’ Jean Delettre’s nifty tune 
which he authored for Lucienne 
Boyer whom he accomps in “Con- 


tinental Varieties’ and in the Rain- 
bow Room, New York. 

From the new Lew Brown mu- 
sical, ‘Calling All Stars,’ Duchin has 
a couple of nifty ditties by Brown- 
Harry Akst which ring the bell and 
augur much promise for the gen- 
eral worthiness of the score. ‘I'd 
Like to Dunk You in My Coffee’ is 
another ‘Cream in My Coffee,’ one 
of the old DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 


derson combination hits (that’s 
when they were still pals and 
pards). ‘If It’s Love’ is another 


sturdy foxtrot ballad. Duchin gets 
a lot out of them. Per usual Lew 
Sherwood on all the vocal interludes. 





Frank Crumit 

Gus Edwards will probably get a 
kick out of this G. E. Medley which 
Decca 113 releases by Frank Crum- 
it who has made a pot-pourri of 
‘Jimmy Valentine,’ ‘Sunbonnet Sue,’ 
‘School Days’ and ‘By the Light of 
the Silvery Moon.’ On the reverse 
is Crumit’s version of that Amer- 
ican folk song, ‘Frankie and Johnny,’ 
expurgated of course for parlor con- 
sumption. 





Fray and Braggiotti 

If you like ‘Yankee Doodle’ served 
in an assortment of dishes here's 
your meat. On a 12-inch disk, no 
less, the crack Fray and Bragiotti 
theme show how ‘Yankee Doodle’ 
sounds in the Bach, Beethoven, 
Chopin and Gershwin styles. It’s 
Braggiotti’s arrangement and while 
expertiy enough done by this dis- 
tinguished double-Steinway team, 
one wonders whether the fans’ll go 
for ‘Yankee Doodle’ in more ways 
than even George M. Cohan could 
handle it. Decca 15006. 





Claude Hopkins 
New vogue of reviving old tunes 
to play around with finds Hopkins’ 
dusky jazzists cutting up with Je- 
rome Kern’s ‘Who?’ hit from 
‘Sunny’, although not getting quite 
as ‘dirthy’ as with ‘Just You, Just 
Me’, Klages-Greer’s tune from ‘Ma- 
rianne’, There the Hopkinsites 
really go to town. Orlander Rober- 

Son vocalizes. Decca 185. 





Hal Kemp 

From the Princeton 
Club, ‘Stags at Bay’ show, Hal 
Kemp has culled three swell tunes 
which will do much to further that 
undergraduate production’s prestige 
not a little and likewise aid Prince- 
tonians K. B. Alexander and Brooks 
Bowman to realize a few extra 
bucks for campus coin, from their 
royalties. On Brunswick No. 7334 
Kemp’s versions of ‘Love and a 
Dime’—‘East of the Sun’ (medleyed 
on one side), with ‘Will Love Find 
a Way’ on the other, are plenty 
okay for hoofology. Deane Janis 
and Skinny Ennis officiate vocally. 


U-Triangle 





Apoeeintey Named, 
Tha 


HENRY KING 


end his orchestra, who dis- 
pense “Dansapation” in the 
regal manner. Currently at 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
and broadcasting via WJZ 
and WABC. 

This great crew features: 
From the Eddie Cantor 
“Kid Millions’ Production 

“WHEN MY SHIP COMES IN 
“AN EARFUL OF MUSIC” 














‘LET’S BE THANKFUL” 


y * 
H tive Association prevented at- 
torney William B. Mangin, 


ROSE WINS POINT 





non-union pianist from ap- 

Counter Claims of Stern Group Dis- pearing with three barrister 
allowed in Court musicians, members of the 

union, on a program arranged 





for a luncheon of the Onon- 
daga Bar Association. 
Event was strictly 


In the sundry suits by Billy Rose, 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Walsh 


has dismissed the counterclaims of the 


for 





$7,500 by Billy Rose Music Hall, legal profession, but the asso- 
Inc., the $50,000 counterclaim by ciation was adamant that no 
the same ocutfit and the $7,500 non-union musician could ap- 


pear with the three unionists, 
attorney W. Edward William- 
son, Myer Karp and Herbert 
H. Smith. 

Nor was that all. Associa- 
tion insisted the three union 
musicians be paid for their ap- 
pearance on the luncheon pro- 
gram, 


counterclaim by Casino de Paree, 
Inc, 

Rose has three separate suits 
pending against these niteries for 
which he staged the revues until 
ousted. He asks for salary ar- 
rears, damages for alleged breach : 
of contract, etc. Each countersued 
for these amounts but Justice Walsh 
disallowed these claims and @ mo- 
tion to examine Yermie Stern, presi- 
dent of the corporations, before 
trial will be made, returnable next 
Thursday. 











CHEZ SCARFACE 


New Paris Nitery Named That way 
—Other Joint Called Stage B 











Paris, Dec. 15. 

Chez Scarface is the name of a 
new nitery opened in Montmartre by 
Marcel Rallay. Will be run (for 
bally purposes) by Scarface Joe 
(Jo-le-balafre), although real origin 
of the title is the Muni film. 

Rallay has already paid tribute to 
film biz by naming his Mont- 
parnasse spot Stage B, and decor- 
ating the interior with faces of 
film stars. 


Bea Lillie Into Jack 
Rockefeller’s Nitery 


Beatrice Lillie starts at the Rain- 
bow room, in Radio City, Jan. 9, for 
four weeks with options up to ten 
weeks. Salary understood to be 
around $2,500. Signing via Richard 
Kraukauer of the Leo. Morrison 
office, 


McClure Walks 


San Antonio, Dec. 24. 
McClure is out as manager 
of Gay Nineties, nitery, featuring 
a ‘Drunkard’ company. He with- 
drew when backers insisted the 
dramatic end be featured. McClure 
wanted the place plugged as a nit- 
ery with the drama slowed up to 
give customers ample time at the 
bar. 

Paul McSween, Gunter hotel man- 
ager, is looking after the place now. 
McClure is devoting his time to 
radio. He scripts a WOAI major 
show. Understood “Mac Rogers’ 
band ig to be replaced at Ninety 
spot with a six-piece combo, 


Ken 











Miami Shows 


Lillian Roth heads the floor show 
at Deauville Casino, Miami, start- 
ing Jan. 1. Vincent Lopez’ band 
and the Stanley Twins in the same 
show. 

Other Florida bookings include 
Ritz Brothers and Pearl Twins, 
Fleetwood hotel, Jan, 17 for three 
weeks; Ambassador club, opening 
Dec. 27, Jack Waldron, m. c., and 
Frances Faye, Brian McDonald, and 
Maritz and Diaz, All placed through 
Jack Bertell. 





Powatan’s Show 
Detroit, Dec. 24. 
New show at Powatan club in- 
cludes the Bertrand Sisters, Harry 
Stephens, Mona Moore, Jack Brooks, 
Kate Graham and Max Fidler’s or- 
chestra, 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


TERRACE GARDEN 


(MORRISON, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Dec. 

Renovated and brighter than 
ever, this Garden is still the same 
nitery as always, catering to the 
great bulk of the midwest middle- 
class element. The Garden has a 
reputation extending back many 
years as one of the outstanding 
cafes in the territory. 

Popular in price, style and clien- 
tele, it was the one nite spot made 
by all Chicago visitors. For years vaude act for years and a sock turn 
every second sign-post along the|1n this show. Their ‘Russian 
highways blazoned the name of the} Fantazy’ number stands out as the 
Morrison hotel and its Terrace| particular bright light of the revue. 
Garden. The trade slipped off a No couvert, with the drinks start- 
couple of years ago, but it’s riding] ing at 50c and dinner at $1.25. 
back to the crest of popularity ‘un- Loop. 
der the guidance of Leonard Hicks, 
former showman now at the helm 
of this large hostelry. And be- 
sides getting the tourist play the 
spot is developing a wide local 
patronage. 

No other nitery in town has suc- 
cessfully imitated its terraced ef- 
fect from which the spot gets its 
name. Terraces make the floor 
show visible to everybody with no 
craning of necks and is a nifty 
architectural style, Many new ad- 
ditions, technically, have been made, 
including new stage lighting and 
a clear p.a. system Hicks has 
done away with the palm-tree 
atmosphere of long standing which 
is a step for the better. 

Shows are not top-heavy on 
lavishness, but go in mainly for 
speed. Virginia O’Brien girls sup- 
ply the line and are easy on the 
toes and the eyes. 

Stan Myers orchestra is 
places in the local show business 
firmament. § Myers himself is 











importance, doesn’t attempt clown- 
ing beyond his reach, 

Comedy is handled by Danny 
White, who is doing a_ clever 
pantomime routine here both in 
dancing and business. White is do- 
ing some 12 minutes of panto with- 
out tiring the audience, getting 
particularly good results with his 
eccentric leg-work. 

Girl trio, tagged Sally, Billy and 
Mary, on for an agreeable tap 
routine, while the ballet numbers 
feature Szita and Annis, standard 


HARRY COOPER’S 


(NEW YORK) 


Former Empire City Quartet 
member, and since prominent in the 
political life of New York City, 
Harry Cooper's advent into the res- 
taurant field of the Broadway belt 
will give the other eatery and nitery 
entrepreneurs much to worry about, 
judging by the opening day’s turn- 
out. Besides a galaxy of politico and 
judicial notables who showed up for 
Cooper’s restaurant premiere, the 
: Broadway bunch went to town in an 
unusual manner for a favorite son. 

Site is under the old Club Lido 
(now the Tokay restaurant) on 52d 
and 7th avenue, with a spacious bar, 
restaurant and basement grillroom 
(with dance floor) to absorb well 
over 500 people on occasion, 

A midtown theatrical haulage 
man is Cooper’s financial backer and 


going 
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- hotel, Albany, was robbed of a $50 
flute which he had laid on the band 
platform. 


OF THE SEASON 
RITZEL’S 





Victor Schertzinger tune, ‘Love 
Passes By,’ will be canaried by 


——- Tullio Carminati in ‘Once a Gentle- 
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Inside Stuff—Music A 


Rights to ‘The Drunkard Song,’ which radio recently brought back 
to popularity after the tune had been gathering dust on the shelf for 
over 40 years, have been acquired by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. Fol- 
lowing the signaturing of contracts covering the sheet music, per- 
formance and synchronization rights to the song, Louis Bernstein hag 
called upon the trade to turn over all copies of the ditty that do not 
carry the imprint of his firm. 

‘Drunkard Song’ presents another one of those cases in which the 
publishing trade, stirred to action by the revival of an old tune over 
the air, flocks to run it off the press without first finding out whether 
the song is protected by a valid copyright. Although some 15 firms 
have reprinted the tune in recent weeks, the only publisher that dia 
any digging on the copyright was M. M, Cole of Chicago, Cole found 
that the stew'’s lament had originally been copyrighted in 1883, ana 





that, in 1911, the author, Willlam Hills, renewed his copyright. Hills 
died four years ago. 
Cole's inquiries about Hills’ widow led to Somerville, Mass. From 


her he obtained the publishing rights, but neglected to cover himself 
on all the other rights. Bernstein, taking up where Cole left off, 
contracted with the widow for the performance and mechanical rights, 
and then proceeded to work out a deal with Cole that would give 
Shapiro-Bernstein the publishing rights to the song. This arrange- 
ment was closed in Chicago last week. 

Bernstein, who himself turned out a version of ‘The Drunkard Sone’ 
while under the impression that it was in the public domain, has re- 
called the old copies. The new edition will carry the title, ‘There Is a 
Tavern in the Town,’ with the tag, ‘The Drunkard Song,’ given sub 
billing. Rudy Vallee, who has been plugging the song intensively over 
the air, will be accredited on the title page with editing and revision. 

Among the publishing firms upon which Shapiro-Bernstein has served 
notice in connection with the copyright are Witmark, Robbins, Bibo- 
Lang and Villa Moret. 





Temperamental tiff between two Hotel Ritz-Carlton (N.Y.) maestros 
almost reached the legal stage until the Studebaker Co, of America told 
Armand Vecsey, for 18 years the concert orchestra conductor at the Ritz, 
that it didn‘t care much about the Ritz-Carlton name when it bought 
Richard Himber's orchestra for its Studebaker Champlons programs on 
both the NBC and CBS networks. 

When Vecsey also wrote the RCA Victor company that he (Vecsey) 
allegedly had priority to billing himself ‘and his Hotel Ritz-Carltun 
orchestra’, the Victor record-makers replied in kind, stating that when 
they bought Himber it was for his dance musical organization rather 
than any R-C billing. 

While Vecsey has been at the Ritz for so long, Himber only purveyed 
the dance music at this hostelry for one season in 1933, and just ree 
sumed with tea dansants, not being able to again furnish the dansapae 
tlon because of the broadcast schedules interfering with any night or 
dance dates at the hotel. 

Vecsey had also complained to Albert Keller, president of the Ritz- 
Carlton Hotel corp., claiming priority rights, but Keller’s attitude is that 
every time Himber mentions or gives the Ritz any billing on the Stude- 
baker air programs, or on the label of the Victor records, it's a plug for 
the hotel. Subsequently Vecsey withdrew any proceedings against Him- 
ber, allegedly at Manager Keller's behest. Vecsey, who has a WOR wire 
for his concert program, meantime, continues using ‘and his original 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton orchestra’, 





World Broadcasting System has asked the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association for a reduction in royalty fees on library discs which the 
former's small station clients sell for commercial purposes. World has 
based its request on the belief that these outlets, many of whom sell their 
time for as low as $10 a quarter hour, can not afford to pay the usual 
music of 25c per popular number and 60c per restricted composition. 
On a 15-minute dance recording these royalties average $2.50. 

By cutting the fee in half, says World, the copyright owners would 
have a better chance of collecting what is coming to them from these 
one-lungers. As the thing now stands in many cases the small-powered 
outlets not only pass up making payment but fall to make the required 
reports when leasing a library disc for sponsor use. 

Policy of the MPPA has been to make no exceptions to the regular 
scale of fees, 





The White House’s New Year's party, Dec, 29 (always given on the 
Saturday night preceding), will again be played by Meyer Davis, making 
the ninth consecutive such party by Davis’ music in the third admin- 
istration out of four, Only exceptions were the Coolidges, who didn’t 
give New Year’s parties. 

This year’s gala is in honor of Franklin D., Jr., and John Roosevelt. 
A previous Davis booking at a party by Alice Dupont at Wilmingtoa 
was cancelled, but a band, booked by the Davis office, retained sans 
the maestro, who personally conducts at the White House. 





Harms, which has had the corner on Broadway musical comedy produc- 
tions the past many years, almost exclusively publishing the scores of 
these shows, is still batting strong with two exceptions this season. Be- 
cause of the Warner Bros.’ bankroll in ‘Calling All Stars’, Witmarks pubs 
the Lew Brown-Harry Akst songs from that show. Mills Music has the 
rights to ‘The O’F lynn’, new operetta. 





Lacking an official okay from Jock Whitney on their exploitation num- 
ber, ‘Becky Sharp’, for Pioneer's picture of the same name, Wolfe Gilbert 
and Felix Berner had Jimmy Grier include it in one of his coast-to- 
coast programs so that Whitney, in New York, could hear the number. 
His okay came back by wire, 





Major Coast studio imported a tunesmith to write several numbers for 
a forthcoming picture at $1,200 weekly. After three months, composer 
leaves the lot having contributed nothing outside of his signature om 
salary receipts, 





EMIL BOREO 


OPENING DEC. 25 


FOLIES BERGERES 


FRENCH CASINO, NEW YORK CITY 


Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York City 
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Soviet Rubberneck Bookings 
U.S. Acts; Can't Bring 


ing Money Home 





_— -_- 


For American acts going to Russia 
on bookings through the Amsov 
Agency of New York the proposition 
amounts to a sightseeing trip while 
working. Acts will receive salaries 
plus transportation, but can't bring 
any savings back home with them 
because the Soviet law forbids the 
taking of money out of Russia. Pay- 
off will be in rubles. 

Acts contacted by Alexander Basy 
of the Amsov outfit have been in- 
formed that.they may use their 
Russian salaries for 
wearing apparel and other native 
products on the spot, or otherwise 
spend their money as they see fit— 
but in Russia. But clothing, etc. 
bought in the Soviet will require 
payment of duty upon return to the 
U. S., so the trip is likely to cost 
the actors money. 

Basy claims thus far to have set 
about a dozen American acts for the 
gee-the-scenery-while-working tour, 
which is scheduled to start in Janu- 
ary and involves engagements in 
Leningrad and Moscow. Among acts 


purchase of 


mentioned are such standards as 
Luis Russell’s band, Dare and 
Yates, Cooper and Clifton, White 


and Manning, Murray Lane, Wilton 
Crawley and Phil Spitalny’s femme 
orchestra, 

Spitalny orchestra is the biggest 
turn set to date. Its Soviet salary 
will be 35,000 rubles a month. The 
ruble has practically no equivalent 
to the American dollar. 
be exported, consequently there is 
no rate of exchange. 

Basy opened the Amsov office in 
Radio City about a month ago under 
reported Soviet direction. 


Publix Pulls Units Out 
Of St. Paul, Objecting 
To Musicians’ Terms 


~~ --— 


St. Paul, Dec. 24. 


After four weeks of units, Para- 
mount, Publix ace St. Paul house, 
has yanked the stage shows and is 
back on the straight pix diet. 

J. J. Friedl, Publix northwest 
division manager, said, “We put 
shows into the Paramount and in- 
tended to keep them there, but St. 
Paul Musicians’ Local 30 demanded 
a contract that we found impossible 
to meet.’ According to Edward P. 
Ringius, secretary of the local, how- 
ever, the alleged objectionable con- 
tract was drawn by Publix. 

Bone of contention seems to be 
the stand-by orchestra men, Claims 
it can’t get outside units with bands 
unless it hires an ork, too, and 

-ublix feels it can’t afford the 
stand-bys. Ringius, though, says 
that during the four weeks of unit 
shows, Local 30 collected nothing 
for stand-bys, agreeing to hold the 
contract in abeyance for one week. 
Publix, claims Ringius, pulled a 
stall and then nixed the unit idea 


altogether. 





Open More Cruises for 


Acts in South Seas 


Raymond-Whitcomb agency is 
testing out vaude entertainment on 
its tropical cruises this year for 
the first time. Begins Feb. 1 on a 
serics of 18-day trips southward. 

Companies of 25 entertainer: are 
to be assembled for these sailings. 
Nat Abramson is handling the 
bookings, 


Tucker Undecided 


Completing a run of eight weeks 
Sophie Tucker closes at the Chez 
Paree, Chicago, Jan, ‘2. 

She has bids to spend the rest 
of the winter in either Florida or 
Hollywood. 


LEE KRAMER BREAKS ARM 
Pittsburgh, Dee. 24. 

Lee Kramer, featured in Phil 
Tyrell’s ‘Schooldays on Parade’ 
unit at Pitt last week, broke his 
arm in a fall backstage but played 
the week out just the same, carry- 
ing the injured member around in 
& sling, 





It cannot. 


for 





Brendel Off Souper, 
Goes East for Vande 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

El Brendel and Flo Burt leave 
here this week for two weeks of 
personals, opening at Shea's Hipp, 
Toronto, Jan. 3, with Loew’s Mon- 
treal to follow. Team then goes 
into New York: 

Brendel and William O’Neil were 
dropped from the Campbell Soup , 
broadcast, ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ when 
the producers decided that the pro- 
gram did not need comedy and that 
O'Neil’s singing conflicted with the 
work of Dick Powell and the Fio- 
Rito’ band's vocalists. Both players, 
though off the air, are being sala- 
ried until the end of their contracts 
in two weeks. 


Jessel to Make 
Solo Tour of 
Texas 1-Niters: 





George Jessel is set for three 
weeks of concertizing one-nighters 
through Texas, opening in Amarilla 
the second week in February. He 
will be sole star of a ‘recital co- 
mique,’ with possibly Art Landry’s 
band as musical backer-upper. Sam 
Howard laid out the route. Terri- 
tory is starving for live entertain- 
ment. 

Jessel's 
mate that 


itinerary will approxi- 
which Will Rogers es- 
sayed recently. Jessel leaves today 
(Xmas) for a holiday in Palm 
3each with his wife. 


‘RIO’ UNIT BACK FROM 
S. A. MINUS SQUAWKS 


‘Hollywood to Rio,’ unit composed 
of only six specialties and produced 
by Hal Sands, returned to New 
York last week from South Amer- 
ica. 

During its tour below the equator 
the unit played 20 consecutive weeks 
at the Casino d’'Uroa in Rio de Ja- 
neiro. It is one of the first Amer- 
ican shows to return from South 
America without a hard luck story. 


B.&K. Sets Acts | 


Chicago, Dee. 24. 
Count Berni-Vici unit, ‘Spices of 
1935,’ comes into the Oriental Jan. 11. 
Lou Lipstone, B. & K. booking 
manager, has also set the Dave 
Apollon unit for the Chicago Jan. 4, 
and Jimmy Savo to headline week 
or Jan. 11. | 











|day (28) 


WARNER BOOK SETS 
2 MORE JERSEY SPOTS 


Warner booking office has added 
two houses, one of them, the Earle, 
Atlantic City, having opened Fri- 
day (21) on a three-day stand. It 
will play five acts or units on an 
indefinite basis. 

Stanley, Jersey City, starts Fri- 
as a spot-booked full- 
weeker, playing stage shows only 
when a name act or attraction is 
available. 

Jack Benny will headline the first 
J.C. bill. 


RKO'S VAUDFILM 
FOR NEW YEAR'S 


RKO is the onty major circuit 
adding to its vaude shows for New 
Year’s eve, or putting shows into 
spots for that one night where 
stageshows haven’t been for some 
time. Also, the circuit will prob- 
ably set a new high admission scale 
for vaude filmers when it charges 
$1.65 at theatres playing the special 
shows next Monday night (31). 

With the exception of the Palace 
N. Y., which will also have a special 
show, $1.65 admission for that night 
is about 65c. higher than any of the 
RKO houses have ever charged be- 
fore, even when they played vaude 
on a two-a-day basis. 

Houses to get the New Year’s eve 
shows, or have their regular bills 
amplified that night, will be the 
Flushing, Fordham, Coliseum, Albee, 
Madison, Franklin and the Palace. 

Loew's vaudfilmers are not am- 
plifying their shows for that night, 
and upping scales but slightly. This 
circuit’s operators feel that the class 
of people who celebrate New Year's 
eve in vaudfilmers can’t afford to 








j; pay a stiff admission. 





Gerry Society Again 
Tags Al Bernie; Kid 


Mimic Out of ‘Stars’ 





Gerry Society trouble forced Al 
Bernie, under-age mimic, out of 


Lew Brown’s ‘Calling Ail Stars’ last 
week, 


It was the kid’s second tussle 
with the Gerry organization. He 
had previously been forced out of 
the Casino de Paree. 





Frankwyn, Inc., Settles 
Claim of Don Zelaya) 


Contract dispute between Don 
Zelaya, vaude piano single, and 
Frankwyn, Inc. (Harold B. Frank- 
lin-Arch Selwyn), was settled out 
of court last week. Zelaya was can- 
eelled out of ‘Revenge With Music,’ 
musical, in Philadelphia despite a 
run-of-the-play contract. Show is 
due to reopen in New York Christ- 





mas Day (25). 

I. Robert Broder was attorney for 
Zelaya, with the settlement being 
approved by Equity. 
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Hollywood, Dee. 24. 

Weber Bread Company is organ- 
izing a six-act vaude show to play 
the sticks as a plug for the com- 
pany's product. Bakers figure that 
the show might be a better plug 
than radio in a number of com- 
munities. It will include six acts 
and carry an orchestra leader. Cost 
to the theatre will be nothing out- 
side of a split in the extra advertis- 
ing. Break-in is Dec. 27 at the Mis- 
sion, Ventura. 

Bread company will take only two 
minutes of the show to plug its 
product. Outside of that, only men- 
tion of pastry will be in the theme 





ing the experiment, and may go for 
the stageshows if it proves success- 








ful, 


Raking Co, Spots Vaude in Picture | 
Houses on Coast as Advertising Test 








Megley-Oz’s 2d Unit 


Second flash act produced _b: 
Macklin Megley and O. L. Oz under | 
» I 
agreement with RKO at a cost of | 





$1,000 each will include 12 Bebe 
Berri girls and Ames and Arno. |} 
Latter act was formerly standard 
by itself. | 


This act, like the first, will open 
at the Academy, N. Y., dated for | 
Sept. 11. 

Under the agreement, Megley an? 
Oz produce the flashes as ordered | 
by the circuit, providing scenery. | 
costumes and paying salaries out of 
the one grand RKO pays for each | 


song. Show will play one, two and act 

three-day dates in straight picture 

houses, and will not attempt to get -_ 

linto regular vaude houses. In Los CHARTERS WITH SALKIN 

| Angeles and other larger spots, only Chicago, Dee. 24 

nabe houses will be played. Peggy Charters, formerly with | 
Other local companies are waich-| the Schooley office and recently | 


with the Paul Ash theatrical schoo! 
has joined the Leo B. Salkin agency. 
Will concentrate on club business.. 


Question of Responsibility in 


Salary Violation Chief Topic 
At Wash. Hearing: Okay Changes 





Althoff Salary Claim | 
Vs. Young, Taylor in Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Failure to pay salary was the 
basis of a claim brought against 
Earl Taylor and Ernie Young be- 
fore the Musicians’ Union by 
Charlie Althoff. 


Althoff, who was featured in the 
Ernie Young revue in its Michigan 
tour, claimed unpaid salary for a 
week. Union awarded Althoff the. 
decision and told the boys to get to- 
gether on a when-and-how settle- 
ment. 


5 Balto ‘Amateurs 


Get Breaks Out of 
Local Loew Revue 








| 





Baltimore, Dec. 24. 

Some specialty members of the 
cast of ‘Okay, Baltimore,’ local tal- 
ent revue sponsored by Loew’s at 
the Century here last week, have 
been accorded breaks since 
closed last Thursday (20). 

Local 18-year-old gymnast, James 
Rae, who made first stage appear- 
ance in the ‘Okay’ show, has’ been 
taken into the standard tumbling 
act, Four Trojans. Rae joined tt at 
the Oriental, Chicago, Saturday 
(22). 

Helen Meeks, singer, has ‘been 
given six weeks’ paper at: Lou 
Becker’s Penthouse, Balto nitéry. 
Gal played spot before, but figured 
the ‘Okay’ performance reinserted 
her into prominence. Lorraine Wil- 
liams, acro contortionist, has been 
given a string of nitery dates by 
National agency. Ballroom team, 
Reniss and Revell, which played 
Weber's before joining cast of local 
talent unit, has been given month’s 
return booking. 

Joe Bennett, tenor, who has been 
working on local stations, is being 
taken to N. Y. for an audition by 
CBS. Hearing was arranged by 
Tom Lyons, boss at WCAO, local 
Columbia outlet. 


show 








NRA’s approval of proposed 
changes in the vaudeville section of 
the film code is expected from 
Washington within the next 10 days. 
Revisions, which were discussed at 
a hearing in the capital last week, 
will then become immediately effec- 
tive, 

At the same time the special 
Vaudeville Committee adjunct of 
the Code Authority will be appoint- 
ed and commence to function. This 
committee will serve as a central 
clearing bureau for all code com- 
plaints dealing with vaudeville and 
formerly handled by local comptt- 
ance boards. 

All proposed changes appeared 
satisfactory in form to the NRA and 
likely to go through for final ap- 
proval with possibly a few minor 
alterations to clarify meanings. 





Washington, Dec. 24. 

Differences of opinion over a gove 
ernment proposal to make theatres 
responsible for maintenance of code 
wage requirements by vaudeville 
managers featured the Wednesday 
(19) hearing on eight suggested 
changes in the vaudeville section of 
the film code. 

Belief that the revised pact will 
require theatre owners to insist that 
independent vaude producers ob- 
Serve all code regulations was in- 
spired by the attitude of Deputy 
Administrator William P. Farns- 
worth and other government officials 
in charge of the proceedings. 

Little controv v was caused by 
proposed revir §@ of vaude labor 
provisions, alth: 1 Ralph- White- 
head, executive secretary of the 
American Federation of Actors, 
made repeated pleas for protection 
against chiseling producers and une 
scrupulous agents, 

Revising Phraseology 

The government proposal to re- 
quire exhibs to make certain that all 
actors and _ chorines, ‘howsoever 
compensated or paid,’ get code 
wages and work code hours drew 
hitter objections from Paramount 
and Loew’s, but revision of the 
phraseology appeared likely to sate 
isfy all parties. 

Declaring -the government 


proe= 


posal goes ‘much too far,’ Sidney 8S. 


Bromberg, Loew’s counsel, said he 
had no objection to stringent re- 
quirements” affecting independent 
contractors, but protested that ex- 
hibitors should not be compelled to 
act as policemen for the NRA com- 
pliance board. Same view was 
taken by Sidney Justin, Par rep- 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Salary Responsibility 


(Continued from page 41) 


resentative, and Marvin Schenck, 
of Loew's. 
Bromberg suggested that the 


government proposal be modified so 


as to stipulate tha. ‘no independent 


contractor, produ owner of a 
vaudeville act shall require any 
chorus person or actor in his em- 
ploy to perform in any theatre upon 


terms or working conditions less ad- 
vantagzeous to such actor or chorus 
person than those as prescribed in 
this code for such actors or chorus 
persons’. Suggested alteration 
would leave exhibs out entirely. He 
said there was no objection to pro- 
visions requiring exhibitors who di- 
rectly employ 
observe the code, but noted that 
they already are compelled to pay 
minimum wages and observe hour 
limitations, 

Explaining impossibility for ex- 
hibitor to make certain that inde- 
pendent contractors pr- code wages 
Schenck said exhibitors can control 
hours actors work in their houses 
but should not be held liable for 
producers’ failure to live up to wage 
clauses. Justin pointed out that if 
exhibitors contract to pay producers 
a sum sufficient to enable payment 
of minimum wages to actors and 
chorines ‘we've done our part’, 

Searching for a compromise, 
Farnsworth suggested that exhibit- 
ors be required under code to ob- 
tain from independent producers a 
certificate of code compliance and 
also suggested thrt steps be taken 
to boycott contractors who violate 
code clauses. With certain reserva- 
tions, both ideas seemed acceptable 
to exhibitor representatives. 

Insisting that Paramount desires 
to conform with code requirements, 
Justin expressed fear that the code 
might enable actors to sue exhibit- 
ors for the failure of contractors, 
but said ‘I’d favor that’ in reply to 
Farnsworth’s suggestion that con- 
tracts state the right of actors to 
bring suits against chiseling pro- 
ducers. Justin also said exhibs 
should be protected from any action 
under anti-trust laws in case con- 
tracts of offending producers are 
cancelled. 





raude performers to} 
ee see itime he stated forcefully that the 





Farnsworth’s suggestion that all 
exhibitor-producer contracts con- 
tain a cancellation clause failed to 
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meet labor's demands Dorothy 
| Bryant, Chorus Equity representa- 
itive, who acted as labor advisor, 
inoted that contracts very often are 
ifor only limited periods and that 
lsuch provisions would be of little 
| value to employees. Farnsworth 
ithen proposed that exhibitors agree 


to refrain from contracting with any 
code violators until compliance 
cases had been settled through pay- 
ment of back salaries. 

While sympathetic to fears of ex- 
hibitors, 
termination to write some provision 
l|into the code on this point. At one 





government is desirous of ‘spiking 


‘an alibi’ used repeatedly by theatre 


managers suspected of chiseling and 
said that great difficulty had been 
experienced in settling complaints 
because of this sort of run-around. 

Demanding stringent require- 
ments for actors’ protection, White- 
head said he was ‘Strongly in favor’ 
of the government’s original pro- 
posal and said tightening up was 
required to ‘run out the shyster 
agents who are constantly cheating 
our people’. He brought a laugh at 
one point by observing that he does 
not know any ‘reputable’ agents, 
but thinks theatres should be com- 
pelled to do business only with ‘re- 
sponsible’ bookers. 

Amendment proposed to prevent 
bicycling of acts and employment 
of amateur performers should be 
more drastic, Whitehead said. He 
urged the government to change 
phraseology of these proposals. 

Clause permitting two weeks of 
rehearsals should be modified so 
that principals owning their own 
acts get some protection, Whitehead 
said, noting that there is a serious 
question of ‘who is a principal.’ He 
advocated an addition stipulating 
that for each two weeks of rehear- 
sal all vaude performers should get 
two weks’ employment guarantee 
and one-half salary for extra weeks 
of rehearsal. 

Bicycling 
Move to stamp out bicycling ac- 





tors should provide _ protection 


Farnsworth displayed de-. 





against payment in ‘ham sand- 
wiches,’ the A. F. A. exec said, ask- 
ing that employers be compelled to 
pay all performers in cash. Re- 


marking, ‘It’s rather hard to keep 


| track’ of vaude producers, White- 


head charged that two important 
cirduits, which were not identified, 
have been booking ‘amateurs’ at 


$1.50 per day and prizes and keep- 
out of work. 


ing professionals 
Il’arnsworth interpolated that the 
Cc. A. amendment would insure 


‘payment of $7.50 worth of sand- 
wiches anyway’ but Whitehead in- 
sisted upon more definite guaran- 
tees of compensation, 

Following suggestion from John 
Cc. Flinn, C. A. executive secretary, 
Farnsworth rephrased the amend- 
ment, eliminating ‘other form of 
compensation’ phraseology and in- 
serted a clause requiring payment 
in ‘legal tender of th. United 
States.’ When assured the latter 
verbiage would not permit use of 
rubber checks, Whitehead appeared 
satisfied. 

While noting the difficulty experi- 
enced by actors i: getting pay from 
irresponsible employers, Whithead 
slammed the N.R.A. compliance di- 
vision, which is now under direc- 
tion of Divisional Administrator 
Sol A. Rosenblatt. Although Rosy 
had stepped out of the room, 
Whitehead reported that compliance 
boards throughout the country have 
failed to enforce the code interpre- 
tation banning employment of ama- 
teurs and said copies of the NRA 
ruling ‘meant nothing at all’ to gov- 
ernment enforcement agents. 

Only one other conflict of senti- 
ment came out during the hearing. 
Mrs. Bryant, urging more safe- 
guards for labor, requested a 
change which would require pay- 
ment of overtime for chorines re- 
quired to report at 8 o’clock once a 
week for rehearsals, 

Other proposed vaude code 
changes submited by codists re- 
ceived no more attention than ex- 
planatory statements by Flinn and 
seemed all set for adoption with- 
out delay. 

Also in attendance, along with 
Bromberg, Schenck, Justin White- 
head and Mrs. Bryant, was Gus 
Eyssell of the Radio City Music 
Hall. 

Vaude producers and agents sent 
no representatives. 





NEW 


ACTS 





JACKSON, IRVING and REED (1) 
Comedy, Songs, Dances 

25 Mins.; One 

Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

After 14 months as an attraction 
at the Paradise restaurant, on 
Broadway, with NTG and Nick 
Blair, these three boys are listed 
in VARIETY as a new act. Boys are 
a howl. 

If ever hard luck beat down 
an act, it tried to do that to this 
trio on the initial showing of the 
boys. Val Irving who shoulders the 
big end of the comedy only had the 
grippe. He collapsed after the first 
show but customers never could 
guess that at the supper show. After 
that Irving had to go on the rub- 
ber’s table and if the act finishes 
the half, they’re as crazy as their 
act. 

Jackson is from the _ original 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante turn. 
Under his aegis the boys have 
framed as near a replica of the old 
act as possible and unashamedly so. 
But they are unashamedly funny, 
too. They haven't the band but 
they have Harry Donnelly, at the 
piano in the pit. They have to have 
somebody who knows how to duck 
the telephone instrument heave 
which Irving makes along in the 
act. 

Donnelly doesn’t have to have the 
cue, he smells the wind-up and 
that’s that. But what the old act 
didn't have, this act has in the form 
of a femme plant in the audience. 
Irving pulls the old neighb stuff 
by shoving off into the pit to lead 
the orch and then feigns to spy an 
unknown damsel! and grips her into 
a waltz down the aisles. He wears 
a sawdust Prince Albert and a soft 


kelly probably .loaned from _ the 
Mills Hotel. 

Boys, work up to solos. _ Billy 
Reed is the dancer in the act. There 
is only one other performer can 
slant a topper like Jackson. He's 
Ted Lewis. That Jackson smile, 


his southern shouting and prac- 
ticed experience is to be noticed 
everywhere aiding the act. 

That ‘Personality Joe’ tune which 
starts them off is a strong begin- 
ner and the lads keep things mov- 
ing all the time right through their 
‘southern’ controversy until Jack- 
son finally tumbles to a solo by him- 
self with the audience worked up to 
reception in showmanlike fashion. 

They work in ‘one’ but would 
do better if the drapes were back 
further. The band leading by 
Irving is still okay and Reed's nim- 
ble feet give a fascinatine soft 
shoe performance. Shan, 





JACK LENNY and CO. (4) 
Flash 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

Nice enough flash but needs perk. 
ing. Moves routinely from dances 
to songs. A lad on the guitar ang 
a girl on the piano duet, while two 
blonde kids ensemble with Lenny, 
who also solos. Needs harmony on 
the costume end. Lenny privileges 
himself too much to contrast hig 
clothes with those of his assistant 
performers. Thus he wears resort 
stuff when the guitarist is in tux 
throughout. That eton jacket cos. 
tume and white vest don’t jibe so 
well either. Otherwise lighting oke 
and Lenny himself a nifty hop. 
abouter, mostly soft shoe eccentric, 
finishing behind the travelers on a 
wing exhibition on a small platform, 

Next to shut on a five-act layout 
when caught and fairly well re- 
ceived. For the record the Lenny 
billing has him as having been in 
the ‘Strike Me Pink’ musical of a 
couple seasons back. Shan. 





7 
EDDIE COLLINS (1) 
Songs, Piano 
6 Mins.; One 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

Tenor possesses nice voice 
which he overworks. Concludes 
with ‘Irish Eyes’ with the familiar 
‘by request and with your permis- 
sion.’ Wears tails and sings right 
into a mike that hides his face from 
frontline customers. Stage presence 
off and reception weak accordingly 
in the deuce spot on a five-act lay- 
out when caught. 

Good looking girl accompanist can 
play piano and might be given a 
chance to solo. Shan, 


WILLIAMS and CHARLES 
Musical Novelty 

8 Mins.; One 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 

This male due works like veterans, 
though not included in the ‘new act 
files. They’re on in clown getups 
for the instrumentalizing of forks, 
knives, bottles and a prop roast 
chicken, One of them follows with 
the drawing of tunes from metal 
disks bouncing on a marble-top 
table, and they close with the rjng- 
ing of miniature bells strapped on 
their legs, arms and heads. 

This may sound like something 
out of the dim past, but they con- 
stitute a highly playable act. Cer- 
tainly surefire for children. An adult 
audience gave them a nice hand 
here. Scho. 


a 








Productions 


Present 


THIS WEEK, PALAC 


HICKEY AND ANGER 


BENNY ROSS’ 





a) 


A MUSICAL COMEDY 








E, NEW YORK 


EWALK CAFE” 


NIT OF DISTINCTION HEADED BY 


ENNY ROSS 


AND A CONSTELLATION OF NAMES WITH 


MAXINE 
- HAROLD 


STONE 
BOYD 


WITH 


GEORGE, LITKA AND ROLAND 





CLARENCE GASKILL 


Lyrics and Music 


NICHOLAS MARINARO 


Music Director 


HARRY SHIPLEY 


Company Manager 


JACK SHERMAN 


Stace Manaaer 





WHEELER 


BARNEY COLE 
JANICE DARRAS 
NELEH SANFORD 
GRETE BUSCH 
JO HENDEY 








MAHIEU 
Costumes 
PREMIER STUDIOS 
Scenerv 
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SHARON DE VRIES 


TWINS 


16 COCKTAIL SHAKERS 


FRANCES LOPEZ 
VERA GLOY 

MURIEL MARTELL 
GERTRUDE STRUCK 
MIRIAM STARR 


DANCES STAGED BY, AMATA 


BLANCA 

PHYLLIS PERRY 
INGRID STOCKLASSA 
TERRY TODD 

IRENE WILHELM 
ADRIENNE ROSAIRE 


LAST WEEK: ALBEE, BROOKLYN | 
NEXT WEEK: PROCTOR'S, TROY, N. Y. 





What the Critics Say: 


“One of the nicest units in the way 
of scenery, costumes and talent 
glimmed in a long time.’’—Variety. 





“It won't belong when the boys 
around 47th street will be saying 
they knew Benny Ross when.”— 
Billboard. 





“Maxine Stone expresses a rare in- 
dividuality and presents an unusual 
bright act.”—Cleveland News. 
“Harold Boyd and the Three Jig- 
saws offer surprisingly good enter- 
tainment.”’—Montreal Herald. 








“Sharon Devries proves outstanding 
with her operatic burlesque.”— 
Variety. 





“The Wheeler Twins are the mos$ 
graceful dancers to grace the Pale 
ace stage this season.”—Cleveland 
News. 





“The finest chorus of girls in any 
man’s theatre.”—Providence Jour 
nal. 





“Hickey and Anger have outdone 
themselves with this ohne.” 
—Variety. 


—_—_-~ 


And So They Rave 





“VARIETY” PICTURE 
GROSSES 


Providence, Dec. 18 
Last week “Port of Lost 
Dreams” (Invincible) and 
“Sidewalk Cafe” on stage; 


unit was what brought in 
the colin; oke at $8,200. 
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AFA Trade Agreement 


(Herewith is the trade agreement which the American Federation of 
Actors is seeking to standardize for signing by agents, managers and 
producers. it is designed for the protection of actors in all branches of 


the variety field.) 
First: Definition of ‘Artist’ and ‘Agent’ and/or Manager or Producer 

A, The term ‘artist’ whenever used in this trade agreement, refers to an actor, 
actress, performer, entertainer, or group of same who furnish entertainment in 
branch of the theatrical business embraced by the following jurisdictions: Private en- 
tertainment, vaudeville, motion picture presentation theatres, tabloids, clubs, caba- 
rets, minstrels, circuses, fairs, carnivals, public restaurants and music halls, with 
the exception of the members of the chorus, 

B. The term ‘agent’ or ‘manager’ or ‘producer’ whenever used in this trade agree- 
ment refers to an individual, partnership, or corporation representing the Artist in 
negotiations for the artist's engagements, appearances and services in private en- 
tertainment, vaudeville, motion picture presentations theatres, clubs, cabarets, minstrels, 
circuses, fairs, carnivals, public restaurants and music halls, with the exception of 
members of the chorus. 

This A. F. A. trade agreement shall be used by all agents and/or managers or 
producers in the conduct of their business and representation of A. F. A. members and 
the provisions of this A. F, A. trade agreement shall be faithfully observed by the 
contracting parties hereto. 

\ printed or written contract shall be used by all agents and/or managers or 


producers in the conduct of their business and representation of A. F. A. members. 


This printed or written contract shall be faithfully observed by the contracting 
parties hereto. 

All agents and/or managers or producers must be citizens of xs United States, of 
good moral character and repute, and must never have been convicted of a crime. 


No agent and/or manager or producer shall have the right or authority to repre- 
sent any A. F. A. member or negotiate in his behalf, unless the A. F. A, member and 
the agent and/or manager or producer have entered and executed a contract sub- 
ject to all the provisions in this trade agreement. 

The agent and/or manager or producer pledges that he will be responsible for the 
acts and conduct of his employees relating to their employment in connection with the 
conduct and operation of the business of the representation of the A. F. A. members 
and said agent and/or manager or producer shall be liable for any damages or 
loss to the artist caused by the agent's and/or manager’s or producer’s employees. 

The agent and/or manager or producer agrees to post with the A. F. A. within ten 
(10) days from the signing of this agreement a surety company bond, acceptable to 
the A. F. A. in the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

Minimum Wage for Vaudeville or Motion Picture Presentation Theatres 

A. The minimum wage for performers employed in vaudeville or motion picture 
presentation theatres shall be seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50) per day net, per 
person. 


B. The minimum wage for performers employed in vaudeville or motion picture 


presentation theatres on a weekly basis shall be forty dollars ($40.00) net per 

person. 

Minimum Wage for Local Cabarets, Public Restaurants, Beer Gardens or Music 
Halls 


A. Minimum wage for A, F. A, members employed in cabarets, public restaurants, 
becr gardens and music halls shall be five dollars ($5.00) net per day per person, with- 
in a radius of twenty-five miles from railway stations, plus 
transportation, and baggage expenses. 

B. Under this A. F. A. trade agreement with the agent and/or manager or pro- 
ducer, artists employed in cabarets, public restaurants, beer gardens, or music halls 
are free to negotiate engagements for salaries in any amount over and above the 
minimum prescribed in the A. F, A. trade agreement but in no case are they per- 
mitted to accept less than five dollars ($5.00) net per day per person, within a 
radius of twenty-five miles from -» railway stations, plus transpor- 
tation and baggage expenses. 

Cc. Minimum wages for A. F. A. members employed on a weekly basis in cab- 
arets, public restaurants, beer gardens or music halls shall be twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) per person, plus transportation and baggage expenses, less ten per cent (10%) 
commission payable to franchised A, F. A. agent and/or manager or producer, within 
a radius of twenty-five miles from ° railway stations. 

Lb, Under this A. F. A. trade agreement with the agent and/or manager or pro- 
ducer, artists employed in cabarets, public restaurants, beer gardens or music 
halls are free to negotiate engagements for salaries in any amount over and above 
the minimum prescribed in the A, F. A. trade agreement but in no case are they 
permitted to accept less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per week per person plus 
transportation and baggage expenses, less ten per cent (10%) commission payable to 
franchised A. F. A. agent and/or manager or producer within a radius of twenty-five 
eres FON .cwesecese Wrerrce re , railway stations, 

In all engagements booked in or outside of .........+. » piwaeseees , all transportation 
and baggage is to be paid by the agent and/or manager or producer. 

Should an A. F. A. member be booked for an engagement necessitating his remain- 
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Ser GWOy BRO 20 occ cessi . eneeetaaes , overnight, it is agreed that board and lodging are 
to be furnished by the agent and/or manager or producer. 

Should an A. F, A. member be booked necessitating his leaving ......+-.++, 
id bees , before the hour of 5:00 p. m., the agent and/or manager or producer agrees 


to pay for the members’ dinner. 

It is agreed that the starting point en route to all towns booked, shall begin from 
Wriy Tre Te railroad stations. 

Minimum Wage for Private or Club Entertainments 
ZONE NO. 1: 

Minimum wage for A. F. A. members employed in private or club entertain- 
ments shall not be less than eight dollars ($8.00) net per person for one engagement, 
within a radius of twenty-five miles from ......--0+) eeeeseeees , railroad stations, in- 
eluding transportation and baggage expenses. 

Under this A. F. A. trade agreement with agent and/or manager or producer, 
artists are free to negotiate engagements for salaries in any amout over and above 
the minimum prescribed in the A. F. A. trade agreement, but in no case are they 
permitted to accept less than eight dollars ($8.00) net per person for one engage- 
ment within a radius of twenty-five miles from S6sen 6008000085 , railroad stations 
and in accepting less than eight dollars {$8.00) net per person, for one engagement the 
artist is subject to suspension or fine or both. 

The amount of wages contracted for between the A. F. A. members and the agent 
and/or manager or producer shall be due and payable not later than forty-eight (48) 
hours directly following the performance or performances contracted for and upon 
the failure to make such payment, the agent and/or manager or producer shall be in- 
eligible to engage any member of the A. F. A. until such payment has been made 
and consent of the A. F. A. shall have been obtained, 

No agent and/or manager or producer shall require any A. F. A, member to ap- 
pear and render his services at free performances’ or benefits unless the cause and 
reason for said performance and benefits are submitted to and approved by the 
American Federation of Actors. 

All auditions are to be classified as one night’s or one day’s engagement and are 
to be paid for accordingly, unless the parties concerned agree on an engagement 
under a weekly wage, in which case the audition will become a part of the week's 
engagement, representing the first night’s or day’s performance. 

The agent and/or manager or producer shali not accept from a member of the A. 
F. A. either directly or indirectly any form of bonus or gratuity nor coerce him to buy 
edvertising nor resort to any other subterfuge or methods to collect any fees from 
tnid artist. 

Both agent and/or manager or producer and artist agree that advertising, written, 
winted radio or display which misrepresents acts, or which tends to mislead the 
ublic shall not be made by any individual or organization. 

The agent and/or manager or producer pledges that he will not negotiate or sell 
\. FP. A. members to any employer or place for the purpose of giving immoral and un- 
awful performances, 

If an A. F. A. member is found guilty of violating any of the conditions of this 
trade agreement. all agents and/or managers or producers shall refuse to book the 
artist until notified by the A. F. A. that the artist under suspension has been rein- 
stated. 

In any dispute between agent and/or manager or producer and artists of every 
kind and character, it is agreed that both artist and agent and/or manager or pro- 
ducer are bound by the rules under this trade agreement and must bide by the 
award of the American aribtration board, whose award in all cases shall be final. 








any | 





Takes It Seriously 


Hollywood, Dee. 24. 
Senator Murphy was almost 


cancelled while playing a 
vaude date in Modesto the 
other day. Manager asked 


the comic if he was breaking 
in a new act, as he was con- 
stantly stuttering and appar- 
ently didn’t know just what he 
wanted to say. 














York, Pa., House Must 
Renovate Before Vode 


York, Pa., Dec. 24. 

York, Richly indie grind here, 
has been ordered by city fire dept. 
not to book any more stage at- 
tractions until house is made to 
comply with all state fire and panic 
laws. Must add fire arch, asbestos 
curtain, sprinkler system on stage, 
extinguishers and provide dressing 
rooms in addition to other minor 
changes. 

Whole thing started when State 
Department of Labor clamped down 
on house when it attempted a week 
with Raynor Lehr's tab. State au- 
thorities wouldn’t permit use of 
scenery or props and even banjo 
player had to work without a chair 
to sit on. Show got more laughs 
than anything York’s seen in years, 
with house management being the 
only parties unable to see the joke. 





Yes and No 


Springfield, O., Dec, 24. 

Chakeres- Warner, Inc., can’t seem 
to make its mind up on stage show 
question. 

Unit bills started to augment pix 
at Fairbanks theatre some _ six 
months ago. Then vaude came to 
Regent theatre in November. Now 
both houses are back on straight 
picture policies. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





Ristori, Italian tragedienne, was 
not so hot; even Boston tepid in its 
praises, 





John Philip Sousa led the open- 
ing performance of his comic opera, 
‘Desiree.’ Even that didn’t help 
much. Never did much with opera, 
though he tried. 


Chicago clergymen were declaim- 
ing against the ‘immodest and in- 
decent’ pictures used to advertise 
the theatres. Wanted something 
done about it. 


St. Louis theatre used 15 electric 
arcs to make a picture of the audi- 
ence. All got copies. Not new, but 
still unusual. 


Clipper praised a New Orleans 
manager because he kept his books 
on the double entry system. Easier 
to gyp visiting attractions with the 
single entry. 


Clipper took nearly three columns 
to denounce the new school of act- 
ing attached to the equally new 
Lyceum theatre, and sponsored by 
the Frohmans. Still in existence as 
the American Academy of Dramatic 
Art. 


Slight panic in a Lebanon, Ind., 
theatre. Woodwork around a stove 
used to heat the auditorium caught 





Variety (Dec. 4) New Acts 


CARL FREED and HARMONICA 
HARLEQUINS (9) 

Harmonica Ork 

17 Mins.; Three (Special) 

Palace, N. Y. 


Carl Freed has had straight band 
acts, and admixtures of various reed 
instruments, but this is probably 
this strongest turn. Eight boys be- 
sides himself are on the harmonicas 
before a twin-mike and, except for 
two or three minutes which can 
easily be sliced, they’re steady en- 
tertainment. 

Freed has a Hebish kid with him 
Who is tops as a dialectic panto- 
mimist. Quite different from other 
acts of this type in which a comedy 
angle is attempted, this boy really 
means something in the way of 
laughs. Makes up in chalk-face and 
works like a veteran all the way, 
Freed giving him plenty of latitude. 

Act is 100% musically and deserv- 
Ing of the curtain call it received 
in the closing spot here. Leader 
is continually moving the mikes 
around to get the best tones from 
the octette and it helps consider- 


CARL | 
REED 


Watch for 


Radio Announcement 


This Week (Dec. 31) 
Loew's Baltimore | 


Next Week (Jan. 7) 


Loew’s, Jersey City 


























ably. 

Harlequin idea in the- billing is 
Carried out by the clown costumes 
on Freed and the band, boys step- 
Ding out of a laughing head set in 
their backdrop. Scho. 


All Communication- 


O. L. OZ 


COOKE & OZ 


1674 Broadway, New 





York 

















|atre as a dime museum. 


fire. 
Musician got $3,025 from the, 
N. Y. Central for smashing what he |! 
claimed was the only Stradivarius | 
bass viol in the country. Dog | 
house authenticated by several ex- | 
perts, } 
! 
| 


Charles Frohman was managing 
Minnie Maddern (Fiske). Reported 
to be two weeks in arrears on sal- | 
aries. Pre-Christmas biz. 


Willie Zilch got a job as leader 
in a Wheeling theatre. 


Acts from the John Robinson cir- 
cus were giving a one-ring show 
in a Cincinnati theatre. Show was 
wintering there. 


Hyde & Behman opened its the- 
Had origi- 


nally been an aquarium, then 
housed an Indian village, being 
altered into a theatre. Not much 


room for the museum, but the show 
was always the main thing. Last 
known as the Herald Square. 


antasma’ was re- 

peating its N. Y. success on the 

road, but the brothers were still 
(Continued on page 51) 
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Bard-Deucern and 


By GEORGE McCALL 
j 





Hollywood, Dec. 24. | 

Battle for supremacy in the week- , 
}end straight vaude concerts between | 
Ben Bard and Ray Deucern at the 
‘Music Box, showing Saturday and 
Sunday night, and Irving Strouse’s 
Frolics, showing for the past nine 
Sunday nights at the Wilshire Ebel], 
got under way last week end (15-16) 
with Strouse coming out ahead on 
the first round. Lack of showman- 
ship at the Music Box caused the 
effort to get away to a bad start. 
While none too much showmanship 
is used by Strouse, his Sunday show 
suffered very little through the op- 
position and, with more talent on 
the bill, he handed out the better 
brand of entertainment. 

Just what ewill happen in the 
future is another guess, for Bard 
and Deucern should have learned a 
lesson. Less attempt to be high- 
brow and a better selection of acts 
help them considerably. 
However, their main drawback is 
location, for few people hang around 
Hollywood of a Sunday evening. 
Small capacity of their house, 900 
seats, is tough for a two-day show, 
while the Wilshire Ebell, seating 
1,600, can do about as much as the 
Music Box on its one-night shows. 
Affair is strictly a one-night play. 
Music Box’s Saturday and Sunday 
date is to offset the small capacity. 
Saturday had the Music Box less 
than half filled, while at the Sunday 
show the house was about 75% 
capacity. Wilshire Ebell was 
capacity Sunday, 


Music Box 

Outstander on the bill was Har- 
riet Hoctor soloing with two num- 
bers. Latter, the ‘Raven,’ knocked 
the patrons silly and was class of 
the program. Miss Hoctor is here 
for Universal’s ‘Ziegfeld.’ Show 
opened with Johnson and Dove, 
jugglers, who got it away tc a fast 
start. Billy Daniels with Kirby and 
Du Valle, femme dancer, next. Trio 
okay on the hoofing, but insist on 
singing three numbers. Vocal ef- 
forts should be ditched in favor of 
hopping the buck. AI K. Hall, in his 
timeworn hoke act, followed. Com- 
edy of the brand handed out by Hall 
is outmoded and, despite the glow- 
ing introduction given him by Ben 
Bard, he worked hard for what re- 
turns he received. Bard m.c’d the 
show and became too classy. Nota 
gag did he offer but stuck to prais- 
ing the next act, which always, with 
the exception of Miss Hoctor, had a 
hard time living up to the introduc- 
tion. Bard also went English on a 
number of words which didn’t go so 
well with the mob. 
Clarence Muse, colored singer, 
came after Hall. Muse’s offering of 
three negro spirituals is not timed 
for vaude and the singer lacks a 
vaude delivery. Accompanist didn’t 
help much. Trixie Friganza, with | 
her load of pep, managed to induce | 
the audience to sit up. Doing three 
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Strouse Go 


* To Mat on L.A. Weekend Vaude 


dance, she had to Miss 
Hoctor next, 

Joe Spree, English comic just here 
to try pictures, closed before the 
intermission and very small timey, 
Three blackouts by Troy Orr 
started the second half. Hall and 
Milt Douglas, aided by an unpro- 
grammed girl, worked them. Gags 
were local and meant nothing to 
the show. 

Ruth Roland, backed by a produc- 
tion, then offered three songs. Aided 
by three crack arrangements for the 
orchestra, an accompanist, a robed 
choir of 12 boys and a colored 
dancer, Miss Roland did a show 
stopping turn but it was more the 
way the act was dressed than 
through Miss Roland's efforts. Here 
came a bad bit of showmanship 
when Miss Roland received six 
bouquets. Previously none had 
been handed out, with both Miss 
Hoctor and Miss Friganza rating 
them. Later, when the entire show 
took a bow, minus Miss Hoctor, 
Miss Friganza got her posies. 

Sam Coslow singled next-to- 
closing with a clowning medley of 
numbers he has composed. Coslow 
scored with the familiar hit tunes 


(Continued on page 52) 


beg off. 


too. 
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BROS. 
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Our Representatives 
LARRY PUCK 
CHAS. V. YATES 
Wanted: One Good Chicago Agent 











PAULINE COOKE 
Presents 

ROSS ALEXANDER 

JOHN ELDREDGE 


“FLIRTATION WALK” 
WARNER PICTURE 
MIKE CONNOLLY, Pilot 








special numbers and her rumba 





SOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
and Stationery 
especially to suit the personalities of 
the Profession. 
Agents wanted to sell my cards and 
stationery. Write or call for details. 
Liberal commission. 
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Numerals 


Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Dec. 28) 
THIS WEEK (Dec. 21) 


connection with bills pelow indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week 



































Gordon Reed & K 


Songwriters of ‘90's 
Orpheum 
Ist half (28-31) 


liomet Romaine 


Reiss H'milt'n & R 

Jack Arthur 

Collins & Peterson 

iyeMay Moore & M 
2d half (1-3) 

lioney Fam 

Jackie Green 


carl Shaw Co 
Gibson-A & M Rev 
(One to fill) 
Paradise 
Yacopis 
Chas Melson Co 
Moore & Revel 
enita Gould 
tlal Menken Rev 
State (28) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Shirley Ross 
Lewis & Moore 
Will Osborne Ore 
Johnny Burke 
Lynn Burno Rev 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Avenue 
Ist half (28-30) 
Washboard Co 
Veggie Calvert 
Bobbie May 
Carl Shaw Co 
Gibson-A & M Rev 
2d half (31-1) 
Carlos Circus 
Kelly & Hayes 
Holl & Arnold 
Slim Timblin 
Revelations 
Metropolitan (28) 
Cc Ling Foo Jr Co 
lteynolds & White 
West & Page 
Jay C Flippen Co 
Songwriters Parade 
Valencia (28) 
3 DeLong Sis 
Jonn Fogarty 


(28) 





C Fredricks Co 

Lamberti 

Living Jewels 
BALTIMORE 
Century (31) 

Maximo 

Lew Duthers J & J 


Rex Weber 
Duncan Sis 
Stone & Vernon Co 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (28) 
Janet May 
Raymond Baird 
lsrooks & Philson 
Gale & Carson 
Jack Sidney's Rev 
BRIDGEPORT 
Globe 
Ist half (28-31) 
Diaz & Powers 
Mimi Rollins 
{ & A Clark 
oss Wyse Co 
Alexander & S Rev 
2d half (1-3) 
Redford & Wallace 
Jack Joyce 
Freda & Palace 
Frances & Wally 
Marcus S & C Bros 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (31) 
5 Blgins 
Stanley Smith Co 
Carl Freed Co 
Russ Elmer & A 
Minor & Root Rev 
NEWARK 
Loew’s (31) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Mason & Yvonne 
Bobby May 
Carroll & Howe 
Tom Monahan Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (28) 
Pierce & Carthay R 
Nick Lucas 
Jans & Whalen 
Radio Rogues 














ss 
NEW YORK CITY; BOSTON 
Palace (28) hieith’s (28) 
De Guchi Japs 6 De Cardos 
Cookie Bowers Foley & La Tour 
Eddie Foy Jr Co Band 
Bert Walton Ada Brown 
Rimacs Ore foe Besser 
(21) Virginia FPacon Co 
‘Sidewalk Cafe’ (21) 
Academy { Step Lros 
ist half (28-31) Ross & sennett 
California Revels Cortello’'s Stars 
Frank Melino Co Le Gail Ens 
Keller Sis & L Sterns & Dean 
Herman Timberg CHICAGO 
Willie Hayes Ore Palace (28) 
2d half (1-3) [ludson Wonders 
NTG Paradise Rev] Dorothy Lee 
2d half (@5-27) Sid Gary 
Dixie to Harlem’ Milton Berle 
Auczbea (31 only) | Ear! Hines Ore 
Geo Dormende Co Rhythm Kings 
Je:ry Mann } Palmer Bros 
Carl Shaw Co Mrs Hines 
Adalaice Hall Ralph Sanford 
Bert Gordon Jerry Bergen 
(One to fill) (21) 
Chester Mattison’s Rhythms 
ist half (°8-30) Lowe Burnoff & W 
Anatole’s Affairs Baby Rose Marie 
2d half (31-1) Milton Berle 
Frank & Girton Pat Rooney & P Ji 
Al Shayne Ralph Sanford 
Loew’s Parerdise, New York 
NORMAN THOMAS 5 
Loew’s State, New York 
WILLIAMS and CHARLES 
Loew's Newark 
GRAY FAMILY 
LEDDY & SMITH 
Vie Oliver Rosalind Berle 
Bebe Barri Girls CLEVELAND 
Mills Bros Palace (30) 
Coliseum { Gyrals 
Ist hal? (28-30) Norde & Jeanne 
Frank Gaby Radio Ramblers 
Thomas 5 Lowe Bernoff & W 
2d helf (31-1) George Beatty 
Don Zelaya Kddie South Bd 


Hal Sherman 


Tiny Bradshaw L P 

Lanny toss Mattison’s Rhythms 

Crotcera (31 only) DETROIT 

Eno Tr Fox (21) 

sert Gordon Salici Puppets 
Paul Sydell Co 


F Henderson Orc 
Angus & Searle 
Jerrymann 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (31) 


of 1935 


Bickel <c Ricn Rev ag 
Franklin : Orpheum (28) 

1st half (28-30) Benny Meroff Ore 

Hull & Arnold NEWARK 

Clifford & Marion Keith’s (31 only) 
24 half (31-1) Lee 2 Rio & E 

Zoe Wriscoe Therrien 

Lanny Ross Violet Carlson 


Park Plaza 


Mells Kirk & H 


(31 only) 3 X Sis 
Bickel & Rich Rev| F & M Britton 
Vie Oliver PROVIDENCE 
Jenn‘e Goldstein Keith’s (28) 
Geo Dormonde Co 4 Step Bros 
Sid Marion Ross & Bennett 
F Henderson Ore Band Show 
BRROOKLY? ( ortello’s Stars 
Albee yt le Gail Ens 
ee Murray Co Sterns & Dean 
Sylvia Froos ves? 
Diamond Bros Justa 4 ‘ 
Billy House Don Zelaya 
Band Show Sid Marion 


Georgie Tayps 
Many 


Donald 
of Sixillet 


Sis 


J & 


Vie Oliver 

eneas One Keith's (28) 
ag H bel Maidie & Ray 

Flushing (831 only)! steve Evans 

California Rev Teannie Lang & 3 R 

Hickey Pros Jack Pepper 

Keller Sis & L t Ortons 

Harry Burns Co (21) 

Daphne Pollard 76s Peanuts 


Herman Timberg 


Kenmore 
Norman 
Arren & 


M Mason 
Maidie & 
Radio Ran 


a & Martin 
(31 only) 

Novis 
(21) 

Ray Al 
blers 


. Pettet 
» Fam 
(31 only) 

Thomas 

Broderick 


1° 





Bickel & Rich 
Richmond Hill 


Keith’s 


Ist half (28-30) 
Don Zelaya 


(31-1) 


O'Donnell & 

Jenkins Ore 

Charlie King 
ROCHESTER 


Blair 


& Douglas 


Angus & Searle 
Arren & Broderick 
Aristocrats 


SYRACUSE 


Rev 











§ s 
Bis of Skillet Keith's 
Frank Gaby Ist half (28-30) 
Donald Novis Joe Peanuts 
12 Aristocrats Pettet & Douglas 
‘ Angus & Searle 
1st Ter 30) Arren & Broderick 
Willie Mauss Co = 2 mire 
Vie Oliver od Dixie to Harlem 
Bebe Barri Girls 2a half (25-27) 
(31-1) a Van Arman's Co 
Arren & Broderick TRENTON 
Norman Thomas 5 Keith's 
rilyou — Ist half (31-1) 
K ist hall §38~38) Words & Music 
Kirby & Duval TROY 
Al —— ins Ore Keith's 
sagt st half (28-30 
3 LaMar Bros Bo — Cafe ) 
Clifford & Marion (31 only) 
ALBANY Reis & Dunn 
Bleeker toe Phillips Co 
1st If (31-5) Weist = Stanton 
Anat ATvair UNIO” CITY 
Palace j -‘apiteol 
Ist half (25-29) | 1% half (29-30) 
Rae Samuels Lowery M H Follies 
NEW YORK CITY| Chas McNally Co 
Capitol (25) Slim Timblin 
ed 3 Orc Revelations 
Boulevard 2a half (31-1) 
Ist hal S ) Modern Tanikins 
Hlon imam Paul Mall 
Jaciie Green Rilly Kelly Co 
< 
sae Liat rei 7 ; : at. 
Tieblrtethcey worm aalbed ae Sas 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (28) 
Fred Waring Ore 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (28) 
onzells 
RBarstows 
Harris & Ray 
Gregory & Raym'nd 
Beatrice Howell 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (28) 
Cass Mack & O 
Sims & Bailey 
Roy Smeck 
6 Danwills 
Florence & Alvarez 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (28) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Dorothy Crocker 
(21) 
Proske Tigers 
Stan Kavanaugh 





Marbro (21) 
Joaquin Garay 
Bob Hall 
Dorothy Martin Rev 
Hammnod's Pets 
3 Jackson Bros 
Oriental (21) 
Gus Van 
Chas Althoff 
Alf Loyal’s Circus 
Bernie Walker Co 
Sheph’rd C’rlt’'n & P 
Ted Cook 
Outlying (28) 
Proskes Tigers 
Jackson LGros 
Loyals Dogs 
Trainer. Bros 
Hill & Hoffman 
Uptown (21) 
Rev Continental 
A B Marcus Co 
DETROIT 
Michigan (28) 
Dave Apollon Co, 





OFF 


iCIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 

DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 

This Week: Vie Oliver; Lucille Leland 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (23) 
Toe Laurie's Jr 
Memory Lane Rev 
Lester Harding 
Keene 2 
Vie & LaMarr 
Smith Strong & L 
2 Daveys 
HOLLYWOOD 
Playhouse (23) 
M Harmon's Ore 
Gilda Gray 
Ann Codee 
rR & E Newell 
14 Ramsdell D’ncers 
Can Can Ens 
William Demarest 
Frank Orth 
Francis Garland 
Garland 
Patti Paterson 
Ruth Mix 
Timmy Ray 
Les Hite’s Bd 
LONG BEACH 
Strand (21) 
Wells & Gilmore 





Schuler-Ross Rev 
Rilman & Marr 
Vera Fern 

Kit Thomas Co 


LOS ANGELES 
Downtown (20) 
3 Blue Streaks 
Walker Sis 
Bee Ho Gray 
3 Jacks & Q 
Yaconelli Bros 
Monroe & Adam Sis 


Orpheum (19) 
Birds in Toyland 
Ted Leary 
King King & A 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 
Heller & Riley 
Schuder-Ross Co 

PITTSBURGH 
Harris-Alvin (28) 
Johnny Perkins Rev 
Mary Small 
Frank Melino 

(21) 
Tohnny Perkins Rev 





Warner 





ELIZABETH 

Ist half (29-1) 
The Duponts 
Rita Rio Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Mddie Peabody Rev 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 


(21) 
Friedland’s Affairs 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (28) 

Paul Ash 
iobby Gilbert 
Trado 2 


Sylvia & Clemence 














108 ANGELES 
Paramount (26) 
Rube Wolfe Orc 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (28) 
Singers Midgets 
ST, LOUIS 
Ambassador (28) 





Levan & Boles 

6 Salties 

Murray 8 

Burland 

Balasie & Skaren 
24 half (31-2) 








Tex McLeod 
Galliard 8 

2d half (27-29) 
Benedetti Bros 
Tracey & Vinette 


Dominion 
Bil & Bil 
3 Emeralds 
Bobby Howell Bd 


New Victoria 
Kit-Kat Bd 
3 Synco Maids 
Gracie Schenck Co 


Trocadero 
Harry Welchman 
Gaston Palmer 
Western Bros 
May Miller 
Esme 
Maurice 

CHELSEA 

alace 
20 Mastersingers 


CLAPTON 
Rink 
Troise Mandoliers 


DALSTON 
Picture House 
Bobby Howell Bd 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Eldons 
Lennox & Loranna 
Joe Boganny Co 


EDGEW’RE ROAD 
Grand 
Morris & Cowley 
Cora O'Farrell 
Wolkousky & @ 


EDMONTON 
Empire 
Ted Ray 
16 Singing Scholars 
Reid Wayne & Dix 


HOLLOWAY 
Marborough 
BE Hardy Bd 
ILFORD 
Super 
Eldons 
Lennox & Loranna 





Joe Boganny Co 


Olsen & Johnson Emerson's Mount's 
WORCESTER Pete Spitzer Co 
Plymouth Seldon & Endler 
Ist half (27-29) B & B Miller 
| Roe & Rowe Claude & Marian 
Week of Dec. 24 
Astoria D. H. ISLINGTON 
3 Emeralds Blue «Hall 
Canterbury M. H. Ist half (24-26) 
Ist half (24-26) Benedetti Bros 


Tracey & Vinette 
2d half (27-29) 
Tex McLeod 
Galliard 3 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Astley’s Circus 
Blotte 
Tommy Long 
32 Lindners 
7 Ans Tokay 
Andos Fam 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
5 Krakajax 
Conway & Burns 
Don & Dorette 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Reid Wayne & Dix 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Renee & Godfrey 
Hillbillies 
Vera & Pat Lennox 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Renee & Godfrey 
Hillbillies 
Vera & Pat Lennox 
SHEPH’RD’S BUSH 
Pavilion 
Morris & Cowley 
Cora O'Farrell 
Wolkowsky & G 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
E Hardy Bd 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
20 Mastersingers 
TOOTING 
Granada 
‘Tiny Town Follies’ 
Harbi 
Chester's Dogs 
Les Silvas 
Frank Ginnette 
Conrad's Pigeons 
NHAM 
Palace 
Troise Mandoliers 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
16 Singing Scholars 





Provincial 





Week of Dec, 24 


EDINBURGH 
Regent 
Ist half (24-26) 
3 Glissons 
2d half (27-29) 
Len Drew 
Fred Sloan 


LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist balf (24-26) 
Len Drew 
Fred Sloan 
2d half (27-29) 
3 Glissons 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bal Musette 
Arden & Duncan 
Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri 
Geovignettl 
Pietro 
Boeuf Sur Le Toit 
Billy Arnold Orc 
Don Alberto Ore 
Alina DeSilva 

Bruno 
George Thorne 
Angelita Loya 
Fox & Ballister 
Ralph Navelle Orc 

Cantina Barra 
Raym’'nd & Lucinda 
Gilberto & Jose 
Briceno 
Don Jose Ore 
Casino de Paroe 
Bob Alton Rev 
Milton Berle 
Gracie Barry 
Geo Tapps 
Zelda Santley 
Mark Plant 
De Roze 
Peggy Taylor 8 
Leon Belasco Ore 
Jerry Freeman Orc 
Central Pk, Casino 


Baron & Blair 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Central Pk. Tavern 
Albert Kavelin Orc 

Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Irene Bordont 
Galli-Galli 
Sandra Swenska 
Medrano & Danna 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Chateau Moderne 
Imternational 8 
Murial Roger 
Billy Farrell 

Chez Marianne 
Marianne Davis 
Wm Farmer Orc 
Club Dawn Patrol 
Jerry Blanchard 
Hal & M Kane 
May O'Brien 
Paul South 
Victor Linn 

Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 
Lois Elliman 
Geo Owen 
Armond Vallerie 
Jack Meyer Ore 


Club Richman 


Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Orc 


Cocoanut Grove 





Earle (28) D & Hilda Murray 
Nina Olivette Minnette Zussman 
iMton Boys (21) 
Do-Re-Mi Liazeed Arabs 
Geo Givot Reynolds & White 
irene Vermillion Nina  Olivette 
(One to fill) Johnny Marvin 
NEW YORK CITY; 4 Polis 

Roxy (28) Lillian Shade 
Gine DeQuincy & L]| Foster Ens 

eas 


Scott-Fisher Orc 


RS: apa Se SES 





Pete Wavlery 
Georges & Jalna 
Keller & Field 
Faye & Wellington 
Marian Eddy 

Nora & Jaybell 
Continnental Cafe 
Charlie Wright 


Cotton Club 


C C Rev 
Mears & Mears 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Ophelia & Pimiento 
John Henry 
Swan & Lee 
Lena Horn 
Bill Bailey 
Jessie Scott 
Dynamite Hooker 
Cora La Redd 
Coq Rouge 
Joe La Porte Orc 
Cubanacan 
Remon Sabat 
ABC Trio 
Roderigo & Lila 
Juanita 
Antonio 
La Gitanilla 
Don Raphael 
Delmonico’s 
Sid Tomack 
Lafayette & LaV 
Florence Barlow 
Jerry Baker 
Wilma Novak 
Kay Hamilton 
Mike Durso Orc 
Dubonett 
Josk De Barby Orc 
El Chico 
Wences 
Emilio de Torre Ore 
Rosarillo de Triano 
Mona Montes 
Flamenco 
Rosita Rios 
Nina & Zabal 
Irancisco Kamos 
El Morocco 
Jean Sargeant 
Irving Rose's Orc 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
El Toreador 


D J Escarpinter Or 
Trini Varela 
Dinorah Arguden 
Juanita 
Ferium & Mara 
Essex House 
Glen Gray Orc 
Firenze 
Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Orc 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Orc 
Eloise Martin 
Frances Langford 
Jerry Lester 





Pierce & Harris 
Vera Nizas 
4 Diplomats 
Frank Parrish 
Edith Roark 
Terry Lawlor 
Barbara Blane 
Mills & Kover 
Virginia Vaughan 
EBileen O'Connor 
Jack Star 
Marion Martin 
Pedro Via Cubans 
Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Denny Ore 
Michael Tree Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
Archie Bleyer Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Jos Szigeti Ore 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Mishel Gorner Orc 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Org, 
Hotel McAlpin 
Joe Haymes Orc 
Bob Barker 
Ruth Robin 
Hotel Montclatr 
Leata Lane 
Franc & Francine 
Claire Willis 
Donald Glynn 
Rosita Ortega 
Felix Ferdinando O 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
D & D Fitzgibbon 
Hotel Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Ilotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Shep Fields Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Emil Coleman Ore 
De Marcos 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Rich’'d Humber Orc 
Joey Nash 
Arman Vecsey Ore 
Hotel Roosevett 
Del Campo Ore 
Bernice Parks 
Pomeroy Rev 
Sarita 
Hotel St. Regis 
Leon Navarra Orc 
Marion Chase 
Capert'n & C’lumb’s 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Joe Moss Orc 
Hotel Weylin 
E Madreguera Orc 
Eva & Reyes 
Teddy Lynch 
Helen Knott 
Chester Towne 
Hernandez Bros 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
Rita Renaud 
Rivera Boys 
Mel Craig Ore 
La Rue 
Walker O'Neils Orc 
Dwight Fiske 
Northway & Danilo 
Le Bijou 
Grace Morgan 
Elise Lord 
Peter Marshall 
Mario Di Palo Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Del Pozo Orc 
Ron Perry Orch 
Maison LaFitte 
Max Dolin Ore 
Maison Voyant 
A Valentino Ore 
Spicy 
Rita Belle 


Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neil Orc 


Mon Paris 


Gene Fosdicks Orc 
Consuelo Flowerton 


Number One Club 
Mimi Muriel 


Old Roumanian 


Hy Lemberg 

B Thomashefsky 
Regina Zuckerberg 
Sadie Banks 
Nellie Douglas 
Ethel Bennett 
Anna Fiodorowna 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Kay Kyser Orc 
De Mar & Doran 
Gloria Seiter 
Maxine Grey 
Wayne Van Dine 
Reeves & Lew 


Bowery M. H. 
Peggy Leonard 
Louise Strom 
8 Beef Trust Girle 
Edna Leonard 
Harry Singer Ore 


Chez Paree 


Sophie Tucker 
fed Shapiro 
Clymastr 


Mario & Floria 
Don Harris 
College Inn. 


Geo Olsen Ore 
Ethel Shutta 
Colosimo’s 
Wally Vernon 
California 3 
Zorinne 
Lopez & Kolar 
Ethel & Alice 
Peggy Ray 
Lopez & Kolar 
Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Robert Royce 
Eddie Scope 
Patricia Norman 
Marcy & LaBelle 
J Cherniavsky Ore 


Club Alabam 


3 Blonds 
Phyliss Harry 
Gloria Starr 





Bernie Adler 
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Tuesday, December 25, 1934 








Se oO 


Al Davis Revue 
A .Grabowsky Ore 
Norma Bradley 


Palais Royal 


Dan Healy 

Dave Chasen ; 

Seena & Winchester 

Royal Jesters 

Jay Seiler 

Paxton Sis 

Rarbara Parks 

Dorsey Bros Orc 

Bob Crosby 

Vincent Bragale Or 

Paradise 

NTG Rev 

Sally Rand 

Abe Lyman Ore 

Jackson Irving & R 

Lillian Carmen 

The Hartmans 

Bob Ripa 

Elenore Woods 

Raye Maye 

Rosezell Roland 

Theo Fayne 

Bartlet Simmons 

Bernice Lee 

Jayne Manners 

Park Lane 

Max Bergere’s Ore 
Place Piquale 

Harry Rosenthal Or 

eve Symington 

Dario & Brooks 

Jos Zatour Bd 
Rainbow Room 


Lydia & Joresco 
Lucienne Boyer 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
Ritz Tower 
Harris Ore 
Hall 


Nat 
Rose’s Music 
Cardini 
Chilton & Thomas 
Al Trahan 

Yukona Cameron 
Carolyn Marsh 
Milton Watson 

6 Rosebuds 

Bagles Co 

Leon Freeman Orc 
Max Fisher Ore 


Savoy-Plaza 


Bob Grant Ore 
Deslys & Clark 


Sherry’s 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Alice Dawn 


Al Ross 
Jos Smith Ore 
St. Moritz Hotel 


Paxton Sis 
Leon Navara Ore 
Royal Jesters 
Chester Towne 
Helen Knot 

Stork Club 
Buddy Wagner Orc 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Northway & Danilo 


Surf Club 
Maurice Shaw 
Tommy Riley 
Billy Comfort 

Taft Grill 


Geo Hall Orc 
Loretta Lee 


Town Casino 
Jerry Goff 
Jack Kerr 
Alan Cole Ore 
Trouville 
Miller Ore 
Ubangi Club 
Gladys Bently 
Allen Drew 
Bill Baily 
Teddy Hill 
Village Barn 
Beth Challis 
Eddie Ray 
Geo McGuire 
Frances McCoy 
J Medders 
sir Jack Joyce 
3 Octaves 
Ruth Delmar 
Rose McLean 
Lulu Bates 
Arthur Ball 
Sheriff J Medders 
Grant & Rosely 
Julie Wintz Ore 
Hillbilly Madcaps 
Village Nut Club 
Val Vestoff 
Floria Vestofft 
Rae Blue 
Olive White 
Jack Fagan 
Milton Mann's Orc 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Carmen 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Henry King Orc 
Beauvel & Tova 
Zelli’s 
Lois Revel 
Bernard & Graham 
Don Costello Ore 
Neil Litt Ore 


Orc 


Jim 


Gale West 
Miss Patsy McNair 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Algiers 
Kay Davison 
Rosita 
Algiers Club Ore 
Evelyn Camen 
The Weismuellers 
Kay Davidson 
Sammy Kahn 
Austin Mack Ore 
Club Minuet 
Sherman 
Dossena 
Wood 
Grant 
Ben Zimberoft 
Del Estes 
Ereelle Sis 
Maxine Kirk 
Drake Hotel 


Karre 


Frank 
Adelina 
Ginger 
Mary 


Lebarons 


Earl Burnett Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Alta Warsawska 


Herbie Kay Ore 
James Kozaks Orc 
French Casino 
Paris-Vienna Rev 

Tom Gerun's Ore 
Gay Nineties Club 
Phil Furman 
Sid Raymond 
Harry LeGrand 
Ilarry’s N. Y. 


Harry Harris 

Al Wagner 

Billy Meyers 
Elmer Schobel 
Joe Buckle# Orch 


Hi Hat Club 


Bar 





Trudy Davidson 


Shannon Sis 
Jack Edwards 
Bobby Garth 


Effie Burton 
Velma Hand 


Holly woad 


Eddie Crompton 
Glynn Sis 

Myrtle Jordon 
Buddy Wilson 
Martin's 4 Aces Orc 


Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Keith Beecher 
Gypsy Nina 
Flora Duane 

K-9 Club 
Li-Kar 
Billy Russell 
Art West 
Geo. McDowell 
Enna Davison 
Ray Nance Ore 
Earl Partello 


Michelob Ina 
Betty Moore 


Delores Marcelle 
Jeannette Graham 
Hal Hiatt’s Ore 


Nut Club 
Cherry Sis 
Carl Whyte 
Holly Moret 
Sam ‘Slim’ 
Vi Kilroy 
Dan Montgomery 
Eddie Meikles 
Hi Wellington 


Hart 


J: 


Palmer House 
Edgar Bergen 
Tommy Martin 
Roy Cropper 
Stan Kavanagh 
The Fitzgibbons 
Abbott Dancers 
Ted Weems Orc 

Paramount Club 
Billy Gray 
Shannon Dean 
Constance Sis 
Andrews Sis 
Keith-Beecher Ore 

Royale Frolics 
Joe Lewis 
Giggles Regan 
Bebe Sherman 
Marge & Marie 
N & O Detrick 
Dolores 
Cecil Blair 
Henri Lishon Ore 

Terrace Gardens 
Don Carlos Ore 
Roma Vincent 
Showboy Harlam Je 
Alice Blue 
Stan Myers Orc 

Via Lago 
Rick & Snyder 
Chicak Stanley 
Peggy Laurie 
Lou Blake Ore 

Walnut Room 
(Bismarck Hotel) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Esther Todd 
B & B Dodge 
Fritz Mueller 





Mara Senta 


LOS ANGELES 


Bally hoo 
Myra Mason 
Murray Sis 
6 Counts of Rhythm 


Biltmore Bowl 


Jimmie Grier Ore 
Kearney Walton 
Kirby & Degage 
Tommy Wonder 
Ruth Craven 
Rita & Rubin 
Marietta 
The Bowery 
Uncle Tom's Cab 
Cafe de Paree 
E Heagiand Ore 
Armand & Diana 
Trudy Wood 
Sylvia & Bettina 
Bill Carney 
Kay Green 
Casino 
(Agua Caliente) 
Nirvanna 
Julian Marjorie 
Beatrice Ynez 
Armida Tovara 
la Francon 
The Casinos 
Merissa Flores 
Bobby Maytoreno 
Benito Bd 
Club Continental 


Bill Robinson 
Frank Masters Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Ted FioRito Ore 
Johnny Candido 
Muzzy Marcellino 

3 Debutantes 

Campbell 2 
Clover Club 

Nan Blakstone 


Cotton Club 
Lional Hampton P@ 
Sweet and Swandet 
Creole Girls 

El Ray Club 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 

Italian Village 


Mazie Richardson 
Louise Walker 
Gray & Hudson 


Kings Club 
Tommy Lyman 
Stan Clare’s Ore 

Marcell Inn 
Adele Burian 
Julian & Marjorte 
George Lloyd 
Patrick & Marsh 
Thech Ore 

Palamor 


Nick Stuart Ore 
Hudson- Metzger Gle 


Paradise Gardens 
Bud Averill 
Paris Inn 


Bert Rover 
Helen Burns 
June Brooks 
Gabriel Casino 
Diana Tolly 
Weiss Sis 
Rendezvous 
Kay Kalie Orc 
Raymond Littee 
June Marlowe 








The Nineties 
Beanies Nighth'wke 
Topsy's 





Dorothy Gilbert 
Geo Redmon Ore 





Coopers Reunite 





One of those Broadway dramalets 


was enacted at 
Harry Cooper's 


Times Square eatery, when Joe and 


Burt Cooper, also 
Broadway belt, 
their brother and 
ternal hug. 

Burt and Harry 
eight years, and 


Cooper had been on the outs for six 
The other Cooper brother, 
Lew, radio agent, was the only on@ 
on consistent amicability 


years. 


the Coopers. 


gumshoed up on 











of 
new 


the opening 
restaurant, 


prominent in the 
gave him a fra- 


hadn't spoken for 
Joe and Harry 


with all 





Loew’s 11-Day Stands to 
Untangle Holiday Boot: 


Loew's Jersey City and Newark 
vaudefilmers become 11-day 
from Jan. 7 to 17, inclusive, to bring 
the house out of a short session of 
split weeks that took in the holi- 
Houses go back to full week 
Friday openings Jan, 18. 

No name acts will be on the shows 
spot for the 
Loew figuring Joan Crawford, Met- 


days. 


in either 


ro’s ‘Forsaking All 
ficient for the b.o. 







dates 


long date 


Others,’ film, suf- 





Lodge In ‘Old Maid’ 
If Completing Picture 


Hollywood, 
long - distanced 
Lodge, now at Fox, yesterday (Sun- 


Zoe Akins 


day) asking him 


York for lead in her play, ‘The Old 
accepted 
finishing 


Maid.’ Lodge 
upon his 
nel’ in time. 
Miss Akins 
the part open 


Gertrude Berg at Albee 
Gertrude Berg, author and star of 
the Goldbergs,’ 
Albee, 
She will have a supporting 
cast of three people. 

It’s her first New York vaude dat® 


‘The Rise of 
headline the 
Jan, 4, 


in three years. 


has 
until 
Lodge is due to fly if free. 


24. 
John 


Dec. 


to come to New? 


contingent 
in ‘Little Colo- 
hold 
when 


to 
3, 


agreed 
Jan. 


- 


will 


3rooklyn, on 
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NEW DEAL FOR ACTORS | 





Weiser and Robbins Take Little 





Theatre as Frankwyn Washes Up 


Frankwyn company is washing 


up and quitting its Fifth avenue 
offices. Arch Selwyn-H. B. Franklin 
combo let go of the Little theatre, 
N. Y., its sole remaining interest be- 
ing ‘Revenge With Music,’ which re- 
sumed at the New Amsterdam yes- 
terday (24). Arch Selwyn will 
again produce on his own, after a 
trip to the coast. 

Unusual angle concerning the Lit- 
tle has the house being operated by 
Allen Robbins, a violinist in the 


Winter Garden (‘Life Begins at 
8:40’) orchestra, and Jacob Weiser, 
who presented several plays on 
Broadway some time ago. Latt¢@’s 
brother is the musicians’ contractor 
for the Garden. Robbins is said to 
have been interested in other the- 
atre deals. 

New York Times bought the Lit- 
tle property with the intention of 
building a 44th street entrance to 
its publishing plant. Depresh caused 
postponement of that plan. Little 
has had attractions under several 
managements since the Times took 
it over, but recently an attorney 
leased the house for two years and 
he commissioned Robbins to repre- 
gent him, 

Fiddler contacted Frankwyn, lat- 
ter liking the spot, and the Little 
being dolled up for ‘Continental Va- 
rieties.. Selwyn-Franklin hoped to 
establish the house for imported 
specialties and incorporated the 
Petite theatre, with Robbins de- 
clared in. ‘Varieties’ with Lucienne 
Boyer was not profitable. Expecta- 
tion of drawing class customers at 
five bucks a copy petered out, scale 
was lowered and Frankwyn lost in- 
terest in the venture, which was 
then taken over by Mlle. Boyer. 
Show was withdrawn but is due to 
tour. House now has ‘Dark Vic- 
tory,’ which moved there from the 
Plymouth, Petite company has been 
dropped, Robbins arranging to op- 
erate the Little with Weiser. 

Weiser was a play reader in the 
Shubert office. He has been con- 
ducting a course in playwrighting at 
the College of the City of New York. 
Last summer he made a survey tour 
of Europe, reporting on plays to a 
picture producer. 


Equity Unbends 
On Air Pay Rule 





For ‘Great Waltz 


First concession made by Equity 
in its strict rules requiring man- 
arers to pay all players if partici- 
pating in a show broadcast, applied 
to a recent airing of ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ Center theatre, N. Y. Finale 
of the performance went on the air, 
gans dialogue. Rules are that if 
any portion of a performance is 
broadcast, either from the stage or 
studio, the players must be paid 
one-eighth of a week’s extra salary. 

‘Waltz’ score has frequently been 
used in radio programs by NBC be- 
catise of the interest in the show 
by Radio Corporation of America, 
RKO and the Rockefellers, ether 
end being part of the unprecedented 
Publicity accorded the legit attrac- 
tion. In making the concession, 
Equity considered the number of 
professionals used by ‘Waltz’ and 
the fact that the operetta’s draw is 
heavily from out-of-towners. While 
the move may precede some changes 
{n Equity’s radio regulations, the 
‘Waltz’ exemption was for one time 
only. 

Musicians’ union also made a 
eoncession, cutting the extra wage 
from $12 to $4 per man in the or- 
ehestra. Latter item was the only 


xpense involved in the broadcast, 
far as the show was concerned. 


SHUBERT VS. KENT 


Actor and Manager Mix Blows with 
No Real Score 

During rehearsal of ‘Music Hath 
Charms’ (‘Annina’) at the Majes- 
tic, N. Y., last Friday (21) there 
was a bawling-out match between 
J. J. Shubert and William Kent, 
with an exchange of punches. Man- 
ager socked first and the actor 
socked right back. Then they 
clinched and were pried apart. 

Both men led with the right, so 
there was no claret and no damage. 

Score: no hits, two errors, one 
out—Kent was aired. 

However, efforts are being made 
to square the scrap and bring Kent 
back into the cast. 

‘Charms’ in due to open Wednes- 
day (26). 


CAST PAID FOR 
3 WEEKS OF 
~ REHEARSAL 


‘The O”. lynn’ is in its third addi- 
tional week of rehearsal beyond the 
five-week maximum for free rehear- 
sals permitted by Equity. Operetta 
slated to be presented by Russell 
Janney at the Broadway Thursday 
(27) has the backing of the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of N. J. in exchange for 
the exclusive rights to the score, 
on the air, operetta being presented 
by the Esso programs on the Co- 
lumbia network. Postponements of 
the show did not retard the radio 
usage. 

First week of excess rehearsal 
time, players were paid full salaries. 
Janney then huddled with Equity 
for a concession on last week, be- 
cause it was the pre-holiday period 
when shows may lay off without 
paying salaries. 

Council gave the manager the 
alternative of paying half salaries 
for the week and guaranteeing at 
least two playing weeks, or full sal- 
aries without. Although ‘The 
O'Flynn’ will play but three days 
this week, company must be paid 
for the full week. 

Oil people were reputed putting 
in $60,000 to produce ‘O'Flynn.’ De- 
Icys have probably pushed the nut 
up considerably over that mark. 


FITZGIBBON, COWAN 
FOR WEBB IN ‘CHEER’ 


Clifton Webb will leave the cast 
of ‘As Thousands Cheer’ at the end 
of the Chicago engagement next 
week. He has been complaining of 
illness for some time and doctors 
diagnose the ailment as ulcers of 
the stomch. 

Dave Fitzgibbon, of the duo of 
Dave and Dorothy Fitzgibbon, will 
join the show to handle the Webb 
dance assignments. Jerry Cowan 
will rejoin to replace Webb in the 
sketches. 

For the balance of the tour 
booked until late April, the fea- 
tured players will be Helen Broder- 




















ick, Dorothy Stone and Ethel 
Waters. 
Move will mean the break-up 


of the dance team of Dave and 
Jane Fitzgibbons, with Jane prob- 
ably going to the coast for a pic 
try, probably with Metro-Goldwyn 
which tested her some weeks ago. 





&. E. Clive Gives Up 
Los Angeles, Dec, 24. 
Edward Erskholme Clive has filed 
petition for bankruptcy in Federal 
Court. 


Actor-producer aaserts $6,212 





debts and $445 asseta. 


+ 








REHEARSAL PAY 
crEN EN ROUTE 


Junior Ratings May Be 
Dropped Also—Younger 
Group in Equity Leading 
Reforms — Managers 
Agree Changes Are 
Needed 





—_— 


BILL BRADY’S IDEA 





Organized opposition within Equity 
to its present regime, which started 
last winter by the so-called young- 
er group, continues and now seems 
to be bearing fruit. Left-wingers 
won some of their points and are 
striving for some other changes re- 
garded as radical by the old guard, 
but favored even by some of the 
managers. Which makes it pretty 
positive that a new deal for actors 
is on the way. 

Two most important and most 
immediate likelihoods are pay for 
rehearsal time and dropping the 
junior and senior actor rankings. 

At Equity’s last quarterly meet- 
ing, last week, both items came up. 

Several proposals from the floor 
were ruled out of order, but re- 
ferred to the Council. One, re- 
garded as vital to all actors seeking 
jobs, would have the code minimum 
salary of $25 for junior Equity 
members lifted to $40, which is the 
minimum set for all players except 
chorus and extras. 

It is charged that some managers 
will engage only junior members 
for chauffeur and butler parts, or 
other bits. Players who have been 
around for some time complain that 
they cannot get engagements be- 
cause of that $15 difference. They 
admit that only a certain type of 
manager will resort to such prac- 
tices, but any sort of stage job is 

(Continued on page 46) 


WASH. MUM ON 
BROKER MUTINY 


Washington, Dec. 24, 

Federal officials remained mum 
today on the defiance of 15 Broad- 
way ticket brokers to legit Code 
Authority on ticket control regula- 
tions. 

Awaiting a detailed report from 
codists, Deputy Administrator Wil- 
liam P. Farnsworth declined to 
speculate over the cutcome of the 
controversy. Remarking, ‘All I 
know is what I read in the papers,’ 
Farnsie said he could not predict 
next steps until he has had an op- 
portunity to get the Code Author- 
ity’s side of the matter, and gets 
more complete explanation of last 
week's developments. 


Billie Burke Starts 
Coast Legit Season; 
‘Merrily’ Due in Jan. 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

After two weeks with the entire 
Los Angeles area dark, legit activi- 
ties resumed last night (Sunday) 
when Henry Duffy opened his pro- 
duction of ‘Her Master’s Voice,’ fea- 
turing Billie Burke, and with Roger 
Pryor chief in support, at El 
Capitan. 

Biltmore relights Jan. 7, with 
Fritz Leiber and Co. in two weeks 
of Shakespearean repertoire, Belas- 
co will get going shortly after New 
Year’s with Homer Curran’s coast 
production of ‘Merrily We Roll 
Along.’ 
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Pick Plays—And 


The Saga of Albert Killeen, Who 
Asked Minneapolis to Help Him 


How They Helped! 





‘GIRLS’ AS MUSICAL 


Harris May Switch Kaufman-Rys- 
kind Flop Around Next Season 








Sam H. Harris intends to make 
a musical show out of ‘Bring on 
the Girls,” comedy by George S. 
Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind which 
was shelved after twice trying out. 
Understood the manager is figuring 
on having the Marx Brothers in the 
proposed musical next season. 

Producer went West last week 
and will talk it over with the 
Marxes in addition to looking over 
his gold mine and resting at Palm 
Springs, Cal. 


MIDWEST LEGIT 
BOOMS, EVEN 
IN STOCK 


Chicago, Dec, 24. 

More activity in the legit field 
here every day as stocks and pro- 
ductions go into towns which have 
been chilled for a long time. Equity 
office is bubbling faster than it has 
in several years, with several pro- 
ducers arriving to drop bond for 
new shows. 

W. A. Steffes arrived here last 
week to post bond for a production 
of ‘Sailor Beware’ for the Shubert 
in Minneapolis. 

Ray Saxon is going to take a 
flyer at stock at the Drury Lane in 
Detroit, opening Jan. 7. Has Ned 
Burns as director. 

After a couple of weeks in pic- 
ture houses the Globe Theatre 
Shakespeare players return to legit 
at the Studebaker next week and 
again come under Equity jurisdic- 
tion. 

Will mean that there will be six 
theatres going at one time in Chi- 
cago, the highest legit figure in sev- 
eral years, Besides the Shakespeare 
shows at the Studebaker, there are 
‘As Thousands Cheer’ at the Grand, 
‘Ah Wilderness’ at the Erlanger, 
‘Stevedore’ at the Harris, ‘Petticoat 
Fever’ at the Selwyn, and ‘Romance’ 
at the Blackstone. 


UTOPIANS BACK NEW 
L. A. LEGIT VENTURE 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Supposedly backed by the Uto- 
pians, Jack Preston and Sidney 
Dexter are organizing the Civic 
Theatre Guild to produce a series 
of propaganda plays at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, First will be ‘The 
New Pioneers.’ Affair will be co- 
operative with everyone sharing ‘n 
the returns. Practically the same 
scheme, minus the support, of all 
legit shows which have been pro- 
duced here in the past two years, 
excepting the Henry Duffy and 
Homer Curran shows. 

Admission scale will be 25 and 
40c., with all the Utopian and Upton 
Sinclair followers being circularized 
on the proposition. 

Understood that the receivers for 
the Guaranty Trust Co., owners of 
the Playhouse, are playing along 
with the venture on a short per- 
centage. 


Collins to Leadon 


Charles Collins is leaving the cast 
of ‘Say When’ and sailing for Lon- 
don to appear in ‘Merry Go Round,’ 
revue. Dancer is slated for the ‘As 
Thousands Cheer’ sketches, which 
were purchased here last week for 
the new English show. 




















Sailing date is Dec. 29. 





By LESTER REES 
Minneapolis, Dec. 24. 

Promoting a six-week ‘Drama 
Festival’ with players recruited 
mostly from Broadway and with 
casts altered for ach of the six 
plays, Albert E. Killeen, 22-year- 
old impresario, made a small profit 
on the venture but took plenty of 
grief from disgruntled season sub- 
scribers and his own ‘advisory com- 
mittee,’ selected mostly from local 
society. 

Killeen had _ subscribers them- 
selves ‘choose’ the plays for the sea- 
son by voting on a list submitted by 
him. Apparently without knowing 
its theme, these subscribers selected 
‘The Green Bay Tree’ as one of the 
plays. When they saw it, a large 
number apparently were shocked by 
its subject matter and, despite the 
fact that a majority of them had 
voted for it, they jumped all over 
Killeen. 

There also was plenty of fault 
found with the other plays of their 
own choosing—‘Biography,’ ‘Au- 
tumn Crocus,’ ‘The Shining Hour,’ 
‘Goodbye Again’ and ‘Criminal at 
Large’—although most of them 
rated as more or less New York 
hits. Killeen was made the goat 
and subscribers and committee 
members rained down complaints. 

Moreover, subscribers and come 


(Continued on page 46) 


Hotel Sues Show 
For $250,000 on 
Gag Line ‘Insult 


Alleging that a line used in ‘Page 
Miss Glory,’ Mansfield theatre, 
N, Y., tended to impair its reputa- 
tion, the Park Central hotel is suing 
the producers and authors of the 
play for $250,000. Included in the 
action is the actor who uttered the 
line to which the hotel objects. 

Situation in the farce follows @ 
snatch bit, kidnapers forcing sev- 
eral intruders to remove their 
trousers to avoid pursuit. One of 
the lads in shorts is a reporter on 
a tabloid. Manager of hotel enters 
and cracks: ‘Where do you think 
you are, in the Park Central?’ 

Immediately upon filing of the 
suit management of the Edison 
hotel advised the show manage- 
ment that the mention of that hotel 
could be made without offense. Line 
was thus changed. 

Park Central drew country-wide 
mention several years ago, when 
Arnold Rothstein was fatally shot 
there. 

Those whom the Park Central 
names in the action are Laurence 
Schwab and Phil Dunning, proe 
ducers; Joseph Shrank and Dune 
ning, authors; Royal Beal, the guy 
who pulled the gag line. 


BENEFIT AUTHORITY 
FUNCTIONING IN N. Y. 


Theatre Authority, composed of 
officers from the various theatre 
organizations, designed to regulate 
benefit shows in New York, is now 
functioning. Benefit shows must 
receive the TA’s okay, otherwise 
actors are forbidden to participate, 

Authority stipulates that no bene- 
fit may be held unless 15% of the 
net takings are turned over to stage 
charities. Half of that money is 
to be given to the Actors’ Fund and 
the balance split between the three 
theatrical guilds. Percentage from 
several benefit shows has already 
been collected. 
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Ticket Control System Starts; 
15 Brokers In, Others Squawk 


Broadway ticket control system 
outlined in the revised legit theatre 
code went into effect last Wednes- 


day (19) when 15 brokers applied 
for licenses and agreed to post 
bonds to signify their willingness 
to abide by the restrictions. With 
as many agencies outside the code 
in addition to smaller fry, control 
system will be put to a test within 
a month. 

Whether the plan is workable is 
questioned by ticket men, because 
of the devious ways in which tickets 
are circulated. 


Brokers who are now on the out- 
side insist that the system will be 
beaten, declaring they will go to 
court with injunctive proceedings, 
principally on the grounds that the 
code’s price fixing feature is uncon- 
stitutional. 

System is not materially changed 
over that originally set up, but is 
more restrictive. The 75c premium 
limit still applies, but there is no 
60c limit placed on balcony tickets. 

Ticket men see a fault in the code 
in that it does not provide for sim{i- 
lar penalties to theatres if and 
when violations are detected. Ifa 
broker is caught beating the rules, 
his bond for $500 is defaulted and 
the agency loses its Code Authority 
license. Should a theatre be found 
to be handling tickets contra to 
the rules, licensed agencies would 
not be permitted to do business 
with it. 

Such a situation would be easy 
for agencies which remain outside 
the code and that may be the rea- 
son why those offices refuse to ap- 
ply to the CA for a license. When 
aware of the number of agencies 
which failed to file, the CA ruled 
that licenses be issued forthwith to 
those who applied, but that all 
others must be passed on before a 
license is issued, should they later 
seek to come in. 

CA is looking for the support of 
Federal authorities in seeing that 
the control system is maintained 
and to check up on _ violations. 
Claimed, too, that New York has 
a statute making code compliance 
part of the state law, violators 
being liable to prosecution for mis- 
demeanor, 

Managers were advised by letter 
as to the identity of the agencies 
which hancocked and warned that 
others must not be allotted tickets. 
Yet, if persons pay cash at the box 
office for tickets, it was conceded 
that some ducats would get irto 
hands of unlicensed agencies. 

Members: of the Authority were 
advised that one theatre was exact- 
ing ice at the rate of a dollar per 
ticket. That seemed to make the 
committee the more determined in 
preparing to see that rules are 
obeyed. Agencies licensed include 
the ‘big three’—McBride’s-Bascom, 
Tyson Operating Co. (Kay-Sulli- 
van) and Postal-Leblang (Central 


Agency). Others: Piccadilly 
(Broadway), Mackey, Manhattan, 
Park, Saul Suber, Sussman, Su- 


preme, Library, Original Tyson and 
Forty-fifth Street. 

Some of the applicants are of the 
Theatre Ticket Brokers’ Associa- 
tion, but 14 agencies in that so- 
called independent group are hold- 
ing out. Several who applied had 
not arranged for a surety bond and 
were given until Dec. 28 to make 
g00d. 


Drama Guild Gets 
Needy Playwrights 
On Payroll of PWA 


Dramatist’s Guild has worked out 
a plan by which its needy members 
can also realize something from the 
funds allotted by the Department 
of Public Welfare for those relief 
shows, 

Royalty waived by those play- 
wrights whose works are performed 
will go to a needy playwright 
selected by the Guild. Technically 
the needy playwright will be put 
on the payroll as a sort of aide to 
the play’s author. By this means, 
the needy scribe will draw a mini- 
mum of $24.50 a week for tne par- 
ticular play performed. 

Dramatists’ Guild urging 
those authors willing to have their 








plays performed by the Welfare 
Department under these circum- 
stances assign their rights for such 


performances to the Guild. Guild, 
can in that manner enable a necdy | 


writer to benefit, 


that | 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘On to Fortune’—Crosby 
Gaige. 

‘Crime and Punishment’— 
Victor Wolfsom. 

‘Death Comes at Sunset.’ 

‘Battleship Gertie’—Courtney 
Burr. 

‘Old Maid’—Henry Moses. 

‘Little Shot’— Pearson and 
Baruch, 

‘Laburnum Grove’ — Gilbert 
Miller and Shuberts. 


50 Little Theatres 
In L. A. Doomed in 
Drive on Firetraps 


Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Little theatre movement will be 
dealt its hardest blow after the first 
of the year when closing orders are 
expected to be issued against about 
50 houses by the board of fire com- 
missioners. Warning has gone out 
that those buildings, housing the- 
atrical plays and not complying 
with the fire and building laws, will 
draw padlocks, 

Move is also aimed at establish- 
ments putting on-floor shows as a 
subterfuge to sell hard liquor by the 
drink and other spirit refreshments. 
Many of the little theatres will 
try to beat the :ap by operating as 
chartered clubs, with admittance by 
membership card only, Beer par- 
lors have no alternative but to com- 
ply with the law or give up the 
ghost. Beverly Hills and communi- 
ties in the county strip are expected 
to follow the lead of the L, A. com- 
ish to prevent an exodus to their 
precincts, 


Vallee for Richman? 


Understood a deal whereby Rudy 
Vallee will replace Harry Richman 
in ‘Say When,’ Imperial, New York, 
about Jan. 15, may be completed 
this week. Richman, who has an 
interest in the musical, produced by 
Jack McGowan and Ray Handerson, 
appears favoring the switch. 

Richman has been under the 
weather and is anxious to winter 
in Florida. 




















Sierra Says Maude Adams 
Will Star in His Play 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 


Martinez Sierra, Spanish play- 
wright, working on pictures for Fox, 
has a deal with Alexander McKay 
to produce his new play, ‘Rebirth’. 

He says it’s all set for Maude 
Adams to return to the stage in 


the lead, 


Hollywood Guildeis 
Plan 12 Plays with 
Pic Names in Cast 


Hollywood, Dec, 24. 

Hollywood Theatre Guild, new 
legit effort, is being organized here 
by Curt Cox and Raine Bennett. 
Guild, which Hsts Vicki Baum, Eu- 
gene Walter and Walter Connolly 
on its board, plans to lease either 
the Hollywood Playhouse or the 
Mirror theatres. Latter, now pic- 
tures, was formerly the Vine Street. 

Plan is to present 12 new plays 
for two or three week runs, using 
pictures names in the casts. Idea 
was tried here several years ago 
at the Music Box and flopped. 














FEW CUT-RATES 


Only Four Listed at Leblang’s— 
Unusually Low Figure 








Something of a new low in the 
number of shows in cut rates week 
before Christmas, Leblang’s offered 


but four attractions at bargain 
prices, save for several last-min- 
ute allotments. Usually there is a 
hefty flock of shows in cut rates, 
especially during the pre-holiday 
slack period. 

Figured another half dozen shows 
would ordinarily be on the Leblang 
list. Understood managers of the 
latter attractions, however, pre- 
ferred to take it on the chin rather 
than arrange a cut-rate deal, 


_— 


‘Noah’ for B’way 


Jerome Mayer has acquired the 
American rights for ‘Noah’ by 
Andre Obey and will produce the 
play on Broadway early in January. 

‘Noah’ was originally produced 
by Copeau’s Compagnie des Quinze 
in’ Paris, where a revival of the 
play is planned this winter. 








Inside Stufi—Legit 





a fortune. Literaily: 


erty. 


hard-working set of men, 
more than it does us. 


them . 
sales agency. 


fact that a critic likes a play does 


customer’. 


of $16,000. 


of 37 weks. 
to be followed by 


outfit. 
was advance agent. 





articles on the Scottsboro case. 


Pemberton voiced some objections but did so mildly. 
error is that they are boxoffice conscious, 


Hammond's last stage production was ‘Jayhawker’. 


Brock Pemberton, reformed critic turned producer, kidded but defended 
current drama critics in a chat over WOR last week. He thought that 
if a producer put on a couple of critics instead of a play he might make 
‘There’s an advantage in being a producer—his 
habits and home life are his own affairs while a critic’s are public prop- 
Like Will Rogers, I only know what I see in the papers and in 
them I read that various critics are various kinds of naughty boys. I 
don’t believe it for a:moment—some of my best friends are critics... . 
I have stood up for the boys because we need them in our business, Also 
I know that by and large, up and down, near and far they are an honest, 


‘When they spank the drama, and those who produce it, it hurts them 
Frankly I don’t know what we would do without 
.. the enthusiasm of a good critic is the theatre’s most efficient 
Word of mouth advertising determines the life of a play 
once it is going, but the notices the day after are responsible for the 
kick-off. There is no sweeter music to the producer’s ear than the 
boxoffice telephone bells furnishing an obligato to the voices of cust 
at the window the morning a good set of notices appear, ,.. But the 


ers 


not insure its success, It gives the 


play a start but now and then their taste proves caviar to the average 


He thinks one 





Question if the legatees named in the will of the late Charles A. Levy, 
ticket broker, will be paid the bequests because of claims against the 
estate which is valued around $40,000. 
divorced wife, Rae, who asks $150,000 as settlement of an alleged agree- 
ment to pay her $25 weekly for life. Former Mrs, Levy is now the wife of 
Willie Kay, known to ticket men under the name of Krullovitch. Another 
claim has been filed by A. L. Jones, partner of Levy in the Broadway 
Theatre Ticket agency, former contending latter overdrew to the amount 


Principal claimant is deceased's 





San Carlo Opera Company is leaving Chicago to continue its season 
Immediate bookings cover southwestern stands and are 
Coast engagements, 
will appear under auspices of civic or educational organizations, 

This is Fortune Gallo’s 25th season as impressario of the San Carlo 
Nucleus of the company was the Lombardi Opera, for which Gallo 


In a number of towns troupe 





John Hammond, legit producer, was in Shelbyville, Tenn., when the 
courthouse was burned by a thwarted lynch mob. He also wrote several 


In between pro- 


ducing plays he writes articles on music and liberalism for maga 


Saga of Al Killeen 





Trip for Critics 





As guests of the producer, 
the New York drama critics 
will attend the Saturday mat- 
inee performance (Jan. 6) in 
Baltimore of ‘Old Maid’, Zoe 
Akins’ dramatization of Edith 
Wharton's novel. Judith An- 
derson and Helen Menken head 
the cast. 

Reason for the out of town 
jaunt is that ‘Maid’ opens in 
New York the same night (Jan. 
7) as ‘Petrified Forest’ with 
Leslie Howard. Both shows 
are sold out the second night 
to benefit parties and Henry 
Moses, presenter of ‘Maid,’ 
figured the opposed premieres 
would split the reviewers. He 
huddled with John Toohey, 
show's p.a., and the Baltimore 
idea resulted. 

Acceptances by the critics 
was with the proviso that no 
sudden premiere be carded for 
the Saturday they would be in 
Baltimore. Reviews of ‘Maid’ 
will not appear until Tuesday 
(8). It’s the first time the re- 
viewers have gone out of town 
as a group to review a new 
play. { 


New Deal 


(Continued from page 45) 


acceptable under present conditions, 
they point out. 
Inequity 

Not a few actors pikered out of 
jobs by the difference of code mini- 
mums have joined up with the 
emergency group. They point out 
that there are people getting bit 
parts at the junior wage who have 
no right on the stage. Seeming 
inequity is even more marked be- 
cause, should the senior members 
consider taking jobs at the junior 











rate, they are forbidden to do so by- 


both code stipulations and Equity. 

Likely that the Council will 
recognize the contentions and ap- 
peal to Washington for a change 
in that portion of the code. 

But the proposal for at least 
partial rehearsal pay is equally, if 
not more, important to actors and 
more likely to cause dissension, 

For a time the Equity session got 
out of hand when a member arose 
to appeal for rehearsal pay sup- 
port. When the session calmed 
down at Frank Gillmore’s recital of 
how the matter has been considered 
in the past, the proposal was clear- 
ly outlined. 

Proponents of rehearsal pay ex- 
plained that it was a matter of ex- 
isting until the play opened, and 
the idea has the support of the bulk 
of legit players. One objector said 
an actor .receiving $100 or more 
weekly could rehearse three or four 
weeks and get along, even if the 
show lasted for only two weeks. 
It still meant an average of $30 
weekly, he said. But it was pointed 
out that this was years ago. Same 
class of actor is now paid as low 
as $40 weekly, and if the show flops 
it means he must try to exist on $8 
per week. 


Actors on Limb 

It was further brought out that 
picture actors are paid for re- 
hearsals, so are musicians and 
stage hands, while authors get coin 
in advance—leaving the _ actor 
alone out on the limb. At the 
conclusion of the discussion Giil- 
more recognized ‘my old friend, 
William A. Brady, who will talk on 
his favorite topic—Sunday perform- 
ances,’ 

But the veteran showman replied: 

‘No, Mr. Gillmore, I'm not going 
to talk on that subject. I will argue 
that out with you in Albany. I 
wish at this time to support the 
contentions of the men who asked 
for rehearsal pay.’ 

Brady, thereby, went on record 
as being the first manager to sup- 
port the plea. 

Brady said he listened to the dis- 
cussions and came to the conclu- 
sion that it was a logical and fair 
thing for actors, many of whom 
had been downtrodden. Manager 
suggested that the lesser salaried 
actors should be paid $25 weekly 
living expenses during rehearsals. 
Such payments would, naturally, be 
after the seven-day trial period, 
during which « manager may dis- 
miss actors or actors can walk out 
without liability. 

Rehearsal pay has heretofore been 
regarded as heresy along Broad- 
way, but opinion is changing—if a 
producer can't devote two or three 
more G's for actors’ rehearsal coin, 
particularly for the modest salaried 





people, he %* @ shoe-stringer and 





(Continued from page 46) 


mittee members seemed to feel that 
they had a proprietary interest in 
the entire project or, because Kil- 
leen is a young local boy, he needed 
their advice and criticism. By mail 
and in person they voiced dissatis- 
faction with casting, direction, per- 
formances and conduct of the box 
office. They made his life plenty 
miserable. 

Some of them even took delight 
in bawling out the treasurer when 
they didn’t like his smile or mane 
ner of response to queries, 


Falling Down 


Among others, Killeen brought in 
Irene Purcell, Sylvia Field, Rollo 
Peters, Harry Southard, Walter Dae 
vis, Conrad Nagel and Edith Talia- 
ferro. However, he also had prome- 
ised Roland Young, but couldn’t 
make good because Young got tied 
up in a picture at Hollywood, His 
f-‘iure in this respect brought him 
loads of abuse, 

It also had been promised that 
the casts for each play would be 
entirely changed, but in a few in- 
stances it was necessary for Kil- 
leen to hold over actors for two or 
three weeks. Complaints again. 

Killeen cas: himself for the juv- 
enile lead in the first play, ‘Biog- 
raphy.’ Two of the critics said that 
he gave a surprisingly good per- 
formance in the Earle Larrimore 
role, but so many of the subscribers 
apparently felt that they were being 
‘cheated’ with a young Minneapol- 
itan so prominently cast that a 
storm ensued. There was a flood 
of abusive letters from complain- 
ing season subscrivers, some of the 
members of the ‘advisory commit- 
tee’ became belligerently antagonis- 
tic and a number of patrons wrote 
that they would boycott the balance 
of the season if Killeen persisted in 
casting himself. Killeen had in-« 
tended to act in other of the plays, 
but after these developments he 
never appeared again. 

Even the newspaper critics came 
to verbal blows over the Drama 
Festival. One of the leading local 
reviewers was very caustic in his 
comments each week. Other two, 
however, were liberal in their 
praises. At the last week one critia, 
Earl N, Pomeroy of the Tribung 
who found ‘The Green Bay Tree’ 
as a play to his liking, devoted the 
better part of a column to taking 
another of the reviewers to task for 
the latter’s panning. 

He rraised the Drama Festiva] 
and said ‘somehow, we cannot rec« 
oncile the ‘ttitude some persons 
have taken toward plays like ‘The 
Green Bay Tree’ and the wholly 
different attitude they have adopted 
toward the frankly Rabelaisian or 
openly bawdy productions which 
have appeared on our stages. 

‘These suddenly righteous critics 
have sniggered or laughed ex-« 
plosively at theatrical illustrations 
of anecdotes which more fittingly 
might have been presented in washe 
rooms. They have cackled over 
blackouts and grinned mischievously 
over double entendre. Yet, when 
there comes along a play as finely 
written as ‘The Green Bay Tree,* 
wherein tragedy is paramount, 
wherein is no offensive detail, no 
effort toward obscenity, but an of« 
fering of free rein to the imagina« 
tion, these same persons, mulling 
their suppositions, cast up their 
hands in righteous horror.’ 





SALARY CLAIM DENIED 


Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Claim for two weeks’ salary filed 
against E. E. Clive by William Grife 
filth was disallowed at an Equity 
arbitration hearing last week. 

Complaint based on rehearsal pes 
riod of ‘Woman on Trial,’ Clive’s 
legit production. 





shouldn't belong, is the new feelin 

Unemployed actors form the bu 
of the left-wingers in Equity. 

Group’s leaders have joined up 
with the Actors’ Emergency Assoe* 
ciation, former spokesmen of that 
bunch having faded. Equity hag 
recognized that condition and og 
several occasions declared that it 
has no connection with the emer- 
gency crowd, contending that as 
Equity has long officially repre- 
sented legit actors, the activities of 
suddenly arisen groups is e¢x= 
traneous. 

Equity does not concede that the 
emergency group is inimical to itg 
standing, although Equity leaders 
do not relish the existence of the 
group 
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Six Shows in Loop and Not a 
Legit Theatre Available; ‘Ah’ at 
$14,000 Oke Despite Pre-Xmas Wk. 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 


What's this? Is this a Christ- 
mas present from the Santa Claus 
of the legitimate stage or just a 
mirage? Six shows going simul- 
taneously in the Loop. And that’s 
not all. There is an actual scarcity 
of theatres in the Loop. 

At least three shows can't get in. 
It’s the first time there’s been a 
theatre scarcity here in more than 
five years. 

The reason for the shortage is 
that there aren't as many theatres 
available today as there used to be. 
There are really only six houses 
open for legit in town, Apollo and 
the Garrick, former home spots for 
legit on the Rialto, are now pic- 
ture houses. Cort has been torn 
up and is being rented as business 
property. Princess is also pictures. 

Which leaves the Erlanger, 
Grand, Selwyn, Harris, Blackstone 
and Studebaker, all occupied. 
Charles K, Freeman is around for 
a house for a new production. Wee 
& Leventhal are understood to be 
battling around to find a house to 
replace the Cort for their family 
trade production and a couple of 
other managers are hunting around 
for theatres. 

Dusiness was off for the pre- 
Xmas session, but coming back cur- 
rently as six shows liven up the 
Rialto. Theatre Society has two 
going at once, ‘Wilderness’ and 
‘Petticoat.’ : 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Grand 
(1,200; $3.30) (7th week). Reopens 
tomorrow (25) with good sale. 

‘Ah Wilderness,’ Erlanger (1,200; 
$2.85) (8rd week). Will make it 
five weeks without any trouble. 
Held up despite pre-Xmas to good 
$14,000 last week. ‘Roberta’ in on 
Jan. 6. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Harris (1,100; 
$2.85) (1st week). Opens tonight 


(24) with Dennis King starred. 
Second play on Theatre Society 
subscription season. 

‘Romance,’ Blackstone (1,100; 


$2.20) (5th week). Building steady 
patronage and held to $5,500, fine; 
bad show week. 

Shakespeare Rep., Studebaker 
(1,000 83c) (ist week). Opens Wed- 
nesday (26). Will do two Shake- 
speare tabs nightly. Globe Theatre 
players from World’s Fair again 
come under Equity jurisdiction. 

‘Stevedore,’ Harris (1,000; $2.85) 
(ist week). Presented here by new 
Drama Union. Opens tonight (24). 

Other Attractions 

Ballet Russe, Auditorium. Monte 
Carlo ballet returns to town 
Wednesday (26) after whirlwind 
session last season. Played to ca- 
pacity last year and should repeat 
currently. 

Showboat ‘Dixiana.’ Burlesque 
mellers have caught on remark- 
ably and on short cost and fine 
party trade going along to fine 
profits. 


BALTO SHOWLESS 
FOR XMAS WEEK 


Baltimore, Dec. 24, 

Ina Claire, in ‘Ode to Liberty,’ 
grossed an estimated $4,100, excel- 
lent, in two performances last week 
at the indie Maryland. Lower floor 
both times was capacity at the $2.75 
top, but the shelves weren't quite 
filled, 

In one performance, last Friday 
(2 L) night, ‘Stags at Bay,’ Princeton 
Triangle show, lined the till at the 
Maryland with approximately $1,700 
at $2.50 top. House went clean. as 
usual, for a Triangle production, 
Balto being so Princeton - alumni 
populous. 

Currently, Christmas week, town 
is totally dark. First time in recent 


history that there hasn’t been a 
show of some sort on tap during 


Yule week. Last year there was no 
touring attraction on hand, but 
Cook’s stock troupe was holding 
forth at the Auditorium. 

Pall lifts next week, New Year’s, 
when ‘The Old Maid’ premieres at 
the Maryland at $2.75 top; $3.30 
New Year’s Eve performance. Ad- 
vance for ‘Maid’ good, helped ap- 

arently by absence of attraction 

hristmas week. 

The indie Maryland also has the 

lece due in ‘The Private Road,’ an 

nglish importation by John Carl- 
ton, with Benita Hume in the stellar 
pot. Harold Berg is the producer. 
Pray will make a _ pre-Broadway 

reak-in the week of Jan. 14. 

Ford’s, the UBO house, is facing 

rather bleak outlook unless book- 

&s suddenly blurt from nowhere. 

nly thing definitely underlined is 

‘Oyly Carte opera company for 
mid-February. 





Grace Moore Concert 
Fine $5,800, Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 24. 
Grace Moore’s concert last night 
(Sunday) at the Civic Auditorium 
grossed $5,800. 
Mary Garden’s similar recital Fri- 
day (21) at the Moore theatre 
brodied to $900. 


Hampden Snares 


156 in 1 Hub Wk: 
Cowl Gets $8,500 


Boston, Dec. 24. 

Walter Hampden, in a repertoire 
including ‘Macbeth,’ ‘Hamlet,’ ‘Rich- 
ard III’ and ‘Richelieu,’ found the 
pre-holiday week at the Colonial, 
Boston, very satisfactory. Vet troup- 
er polled close to $15,000, leading 
the town. 

Only other Hub legit show, ‘Rain 
From Heaven,’ starring Jane Cowl 
and John Halliday, closed its sec- 
ond and final week at Plymouth to 
favorable tune of $8,500. 

January looks like busy month 
for Boston legit. Leslie Howard, in 
‘Petrified Forest,’ opened at Shubert 
Monday (24) for two weeks; Lunt 
and Fontanne, with Osgood Per- 
kins, in ‘Point Valaine,’ open to- 
night (25) at Shubert, two weeks; 
Blanche Ring, in ‘Her Master’s 
Voice,’ also opens Christmas night 
at Hollis; Tommy Mitchell, in ‘Fly 
Away Home,’ opens Dec. 27 at the 
Plymouth. 

Eva Le Gallienne brings ‘L’Aiglon’ 
to the Shubert Jan. 7 for one week. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner opens a 
week’s repertoire at the Plymouth 
Jan. 14. D’Oyly Carte starts four- 
week engagement at Colonial Jan. 
14, ‘The First Legion’ opens Jan. 21 
at the Plymouth. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Walter Hampden repertoire, at 
Colonial, closed after one week Sat- 
urday (22) with an excellent take 
of $15,000. 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ Plymouth. 
After much trimming of lengthy 
speeches, play improved during sec- 
ond week. Oke $8,500. 


San Carlo Op. Costs 
C. of C. $1,772 in K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 24. 

W. M. Symon, executive manager 
of the Kansas City Chamber of 
Commerce, which recently spon- 
sored a week’s engagement of the 
San Carlo Opera Co., has an- 
nounced that the sponsors will take 
a loss of $1,772. The total receipts 
were $13,746, of which the opera 
company received $9,250. 

Another financial flop was the 
recent charity benefit sponsored by 
the Journal-Post, with the Max 
Baer show as the feature. Accord- 
ing to the report of Garrett Smalley, 














local representative of the state 
boxing commissioner, the affair 
drew 2,098 paid admissions for a 


gross of $3,551, of which the Baer 
brothers took 55%, leaving the 
Journal-Post to take a loss of sev- 
eral hundred dollars. 


Salisbury, = Vet, 
To Manage L. A. Mayan 











Los Angeles, Dec. 24. 

Charles Salisbury, vet legit road 
show manager and agent, has been 
appointed manager of the Mayan 
(legit) by Mortgage Guarantee Co., 
owners of the building. 

Salisbury has been headquarter- 
ing on the Coast for several years. 


PEARSON-BARUCH’S SECOND 


Malcolm L. Pearson and Donald 


Gathering’ play by James Parrish, 
British author and director. 
Parrish will come to America to 
assist in the production, 
to start after the opening of ‘Lit- 
tle Shot,’ which Pearson and Baruch 





are now rehearsing. 


Current Road Shows 





Week Dec. 24 


‘Ah, Wilderness’, Erlanger, Chi- 





| 
| 


Baruch, new producing team, have | 
acquired the rights to ‘Distinguished ! that 


scheduled | Quite a sensation. 


cazo, 
| 


‘As Thousands Cheer’, Grand, Chi- 


| cago. 

| Abbey Players, Majestic, Brook- 
| lyn. 

| Ballet Russe, Auditorium, Chi- 
;cago, 26-29. 


Billy Bryant Show Boat, Walnut, 
Philadelphia, 25-29. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Forrest, 
Philadelphia, 25-29. 

‘Fly Away Home’, 
Boston, 27-29. 

‘Follies’, Shubert, Kansas City, 25- 
29. 

Fritz Leiber Repertory, Erlanger- 
Columbia, San Francisco. 

‘Green Pastures’, Convention 
Hall, Tulsa, 29. 

‘Kill That Story’, Erlanger, Phil- 


Plymouth, 


adelphia, 
‘T ‘Living Dangerously’, Chestnut, 
Philadelphia. 

‘One Sunday Afternoon’, Broad, 
Philadelphia. 


‘Petticoat Fever’, Harris, Chicago. 

‘Petrified Forest’, Shubert, Bos- 
ton, 

‘Point Valaine’, Colonial, Boston. 

‘Portrait of Gilbert’, Playhouse, 
Wilmington, 25-26. 

‘Roberta’, Hanna, 
29. 

‘Romance’, Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Stevedore’, Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Vanities’, Auditorium, Memphis, 
25-26; Columbia, Paducah, 27; Coli- 


Cleveland, 25- 


Mizpah Temple, Ft. Wayne, 27; 
Hippodrome, Terre Haute, 28; Eng- 
lish, Indianapolis, 29. 


Stevedore 126s, 
Capacity at $2 
In Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24. 

Legit houses are hopefully look- 
ing forward to better times now 
that the holidays are here, but it’s 
been a long time since the town had 
any concerted or lasting trade. 

The D’Oyly Carte company is ex- 
pected to lead the way easily. Mail 


order sale for this English organiza- 
tion was terrific and established 
some kind of modern record, but 
it’s no secret that management was 
a little disappointed in the actual 
box-office sale when it went on last 
Monday. However, Xmas shopping 
was blamed. Carte people would 
like to hit $30,000 on the week here, 
which they could just manage to 
do with the holiday tilting, but if 
they hit $24,000 or $25,000 every- 
body here will think they’ve ac- 
complished a miracle. 

‘Living Dangerously,’ only show 
bowing in Xmas Eve, is a importa- 
tion from London and a Shubert 
try-out. It will get the advantage 
of the subscription foundation at 
the Chestnut and may slide by 
to fairly good weeks. 

The Garrick is dark this week; 
the two 40% pass-tax houses have 
new shows, ‘One Sunday Afternoon’ 
at the Broad and ‘Kill That Story’ 
at the Erlanger. The Walnut re- 
opens once again with Billy 
Bryant’s Show Boat Troupe to- 
morrow (25) afternoon. 

Next week the Garrick gets the 
Irish Players for a week's repertoire. 
On Jan. 7, the Chestnut has ‘Point 
Valaine’ with the Lunts and the 
Garrick gets ‘The First Legion.’ 

Last week’s trade was not at all 
bad. ‘Petticoat Fever, on _ sub- 
scription at the Chestnut and also 
getting the Forum for two sell-outs 
performances, did a fairly satis- 
factory $6,500. Erlanger and For- 








rest were dark, but the Garrick 
was something of a sensation. 


ended its two weeks’ 


going 


‘Stevedore’ 
stay there in a blaze of glory, 
to virtual capacity the last 


inights: $12,500 reported—remark 
able at a $2 top. The Broad got 
something like $3,500 with ‘Piper | 


Paid’ in for a week’s try-out. 


Estimates for Last Week 





week). Maybe $6,500 with help of 


‘Living 
Also on subscription. 


bv Forum, 
opens tonight. 
Two weeks. 
‘Piper Paid’ (Broad). 
meant little. Maybe 
One Sunday Afternoon’ opening to- 
morrow, for indefinite stay. 
‘Stevedore’ (Garrick, 2d week). 
Capacity in last 
$12,000 
week, 
next 


two or three performances; 
at $2 top. House dark this 
with Irish Players coming 
Monday. 


seum, Evansville, 28; Auditorium, ! 
Lexington, 29. 
Walker Whiteside Repertory, 








two | 


| from Morosco; 
j}resuming tonight; 
| 000, but should improve. 


‘Petticoat Influence’ (Chestnut, 2d | den 


around $40,00 mark; 
Dangerously’ | sical opposition may not hold pace 
after New Year's 


subscription and two nights taken | 


A try-out | Box (13th 
$3,500. | Was dramatic leader up to turkey 
day 
ter; average topped $18,000 weekly. | 





12 More Shows on Broadway Than 


Last Year; Ai! Musicals but ‘Waliz 
Boost Top Prices for New Year's Eve 





There are 12 more attractions on 
Broadway this Christmas week than 
last year. A total of 40 shows will 
be operating by Friday night, when 
the final premiere of the heaviest 
holiday card in seasons is dated. 
Outside of an exception or two, 
nothing held to form last week and 
the expected clean-up is just a 
matter of weather, according to in- 
dications. 

In ticket agency circles there is 
some skepticism about New Year's 
eve attendance, because of the 
boosting of prices. Two musicals 
are priced at $8.80, which is 100% 
over the regular top. Another boost- 
ed to $7.70 and most others are 
asking $5.50—only one musical not 
advancing the price (‘Great Waltz,’ 
$3.30). Most of the straight shows 
are also offered at regular rates, 
but two advanced the rate from 
$3.30 to $5.50. 

Last season prices were not com- 
parable because New Year’s fell on 
a Monday, theatres making Satur- 
day night the holiday eve with in- 
different success. Shows have a 
better chance this year, although 
the night clubs are heavily in com- 
petition. 

Over-touting of plays from out of 
town was again apparent last week 
with the arrival of ‘Ode to Liberty,’ 
which was only fairly well regarded 
at the Lyceum. ‘Mother Lode’ at 
the Cort drew a less favorable press. 
Earlier, ‘The Sky’s the Limit’ at 
the Fulton was plenty panned. 

However, Katharine Cornell 
opened brilliantly as Juliet at the 
Martin Beck and the Metropolitan 
inaugurated its season of grand 
opera, an event of unusual impor- 
tance because the old opera house 
has been all dolled up. 

Departures certain after the holi- 
days will dissipate the expected 
house shortage on Broadway. There 
are no openings scheduled for next 
week, but several premieres are due 
again week of Jan. 7 and the month 
is expected to develop several new 
dramatic hits. 


(Grosses week prior to Christmas 
not indicative of average takings.) 


‘Accent on Youth,’ Plymouth (1st 
week) (C-1,036-$3.30). Presented by 
Crosby Gaige; written by Samson 
Rapaelson; opens tonight. 

‘Anything Goes,’ Alvin (6th week) 
(M-1,355-$4.40). Ticket demand so 
strong that pre-holiday slump did 
not affect capacity pace; $32,000 and 
better. 

‘Baby Pompadour,’ Vanderbilt (1st 
week) (C-804-$2.75). Presented by 
Dreifuss and Gernhardt; written by 
Benjamin Graham; opens Thursday 
(27). 

‘Birthday,’ 49th St. (1st week) (C- 
710-$3.30). Presented by Harmon & 
Ullman; written by Aimee and 
Philip Stuart; originally done in 
London with title ‘Sixteen’; opens 
Wednesday (26). 

‘Calling All Stars,’ Hollywood (3d 
week) (R-1,607-$4.40). After unfa- 
vorable press, business better than 
expected; better line on chances this 


week, 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (6th 
week) (C-922-$3.30). Drawing much 
attention and corking attendance; 


estimated around $14,000, which is 
close to capacity. 

‘Dark Victory,’ Little (8th week) 
(D-532-$3.30). Final week; modest 
grosses, with business spotty from 
start; approximating $5,000 weekly; 
no performances Saturday, star 
(Tallulah Bankhead) out with 
grippe. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (37th week) 
(resumed engagement) (D-1,386- 
$3.30). Had been approximating 
$17,000 since resumption in August; 


off lately and tours after another 
‘three weeks; ‘Escape Me Never’ due 
Jan. 21. 

‘Farmer Takes a Wife,’ 46th St. 
(9th week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Sub- 
stantial business for comedy; quoted 
takings around $12,500, with little 
variance in pace 

‘Fools Rush In,’ Playhouse (Istj} 
week) (R-936-$3.30). Presented by 
Leonard Sillmar intimate revue 
opens tonight. 

‘Gold Eagle Guy,’ Belasco (5th 
} week) (D-1,000-$3.30) Moved here | 


pace d around $7,- 


‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ Winter Gar- 
(18th (R-1,498-$4.40). 
Average up to Thanksgiving was 
with more mu- 


week) 


but is on velvet. 
‘Merrily We Roll Along,’ Music 
week) (D-1,13-$3.85). 


and should stick through win- 


‘Mother Lode,’ Cort (ist week) 


(D-1,059-$3.30). Presented by George 


3ushar & John Tuerk; written by 


Dan Totheroh and George O'Neil; 
opened Saturday (22). 
‘Music Hath Charms,’ Majestic 





laid off from Friday, | 





(Ist week) (O-1,776-$3.85). Present- 
ed by the Shuberts; was on tour last 
season as ‘Annina,’ with Jeritza; 
opens Wednesday (26). 

‘Ode to Liberty,’ Lyceum (24 
week) (CD-1,097-$3.30) Opened late 
last week; drew mild notices after 
being regarded good thing out of 
town. 

‘Page Miss Glory,’ Mansfield (Sth 
week) (C-1,097-$3.30). Laugh show 
was averaging $11,000 last week, 
which it should better through win- 
ter. 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Miller 
(lith week) (C-994-$3.30). Comedy 
leader little affected, if at all, with 
capacity the rule for takings around 


$15,000. 
‘Portrait of Gilbert,’ Longacre 
(lst week) (D-1,019-$2.75). Pre- 


= by Sam Grisman; due Friday 
28). 

‘Post Road,’ Masque (3d 
(C-730-$3.30). Well ahead of start- 
ing pace; exception to rule last 
week, over $8,500 estimated. 

‘Piper Paid,’ Ritz (1st week) 
(C-918-$2.75). Presented by David 
Lederman and Harold Berg: writ- 
ten by Sarah B. Smith and Viola 
Brothers Shore; mixed notices out 
of town; opens tonight. 

‘Rain from Heaven,’ Golden (ist 
week) (D-950-$3.30). Presented by 
Theatre Guild; written by S. N. 
Behrman; out-of-town reports 
varied; opened Monday. 

‘Revenge with Music,’ New Am- 
sterdam (3rd week) (M-1,717-$3.30). 
Resumed Monday after laying off 
two weeks; previously played week 
and half to promise. . 

‘Say When,’ Imperial (Sth week) 
(M-1,468-$3.85). Did well enough 
first month then eased off: high 
around $26,000, which mark it should 
again reach this week. 

‘Sky’s the Limit,’ Fulton (2nd 
week) (C-913-$3.30). Drew panning 
with not much business during pre- 
holiday week; may develop, how- 
ever. 

‘Small Miracle,’ 48th St. (14th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Moderately 
gaited meller had been getting over 
$7,000, but slipped; continuance 
much after holidays not definite. 

‘The Distaff Side,’ Booth (12th 
week) (C-918-$2.75). Among sea- 
son’s better plays, with capacity the 
rule first two months; should come 
back to better $10,000 gross. 

‘The First Legion,’ Biltmore (13th 
week) (D-991-$2.75). Engagement 
extended twice; not big coin, but 
climbed to claimed $8,000 mark; 
should top that this week. 

‘The Great Waltz,’ Center (14th 
week) (O-3,433-$3.30). Broadway 
leader was bettering $42,000 weekly 
until pre-Christmas slack set in; 


week) 


dropped like others, but sure to 
clean up this week; may stay 
through season. 

‘The O’Flynn,’. Broadway (ist 


week) (O-1,918-$3.85). After several 
postponements now slated to debut 
Thursday (27), with ‘Thumbs Up’ 
dated for same night. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (55th 
week) (C-1,107-$3.30). Holdover 
was grooved at $7,000 and more 
through fall; eased off, but date in- 
definite. 

‘Thumbs Up,’ St. James (list 
week) (R-1,520-$4.40). Presented by 
Eddie Dowling; well regarded in 
Philadelphia try-out; opens Thurs- 
day (27). 

‘Valley Forge’ Guild (2d week) 
(D-913-$3.30). Drew very good no- 
tices and should make creditable run, 

‘Within the Gates,’ National (10th 
week) (D-1,164-$3.30). Was slated 
to stick through holidays; got $14,- 
000 first several weeks then slipped; 
due for road. 

Other Attractions 


Katharine Cornell, as ‘Juliet,’ 
Martin Beck; opened brilliantly last 
mid-week. 

Walter Hampden, 44th Street; 


repertory, starting with ‘Hamlet,’ 
‘Richelieu’ and ‘Richard III’; opened 
Monday. 


Ruth Draper, Barrymore; one-girl 
|show; opens Wednesday; house 
later to get ‘Point Valaine.’ 

‘L’Aiglon,’ Broadhurst; resumed 


after week’s lay-off: house will get 
‘The Petrified Forest,’ Jan. 7. 

‘Sailors of Cattaro,’ Civic Rep 
theatre; propaganda play on {th 
street. 


‘So Many Paths,’ Ambassador; re- 


sumes tonight inder cut rate set-up. 


Scots Invade U.S. 


Seattle, Dec. 24. 
Scottish musical players will ex- 
tend their American tour this year, 
after a into 
California, with two weeks, opening 
Jan. 28 at San Fra 
H. P. Hill, ahead of the show, 
says biz in Canada on the present 
tour very good. Company is 
now in B. C., third time in Victoria 
within a year, opening Christmas 

Day; then Vaucouver for a week. 


swing across Canada, 


nceisco 


was 








Ad 


— ae AE 00 ete ree ahem = 





[ 
t 
¢ 








pst 


Bs on 


ee RS ATES SIT 


NAA ET PRC AI TE 


See 
«RS 


a + 
Se st ee 


2 Pi ae 























VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 











———— 


Plays on Broadway 





ROMEO AND JULIET 


Katharine Cormell presents play by Wil- 
Nam Shakespeare, re-staged into two acts 
@nd 23 scenes, with Basil Rathbone, Edith 
Evans, Brian Aherne, Charles Waldron 

nd Katharine Cormell featured; staged by 


uthrie McClintic; settings and costumes, 

Jo Mielziner. At the Martin Beck, New 
York, Dec. 20, 1934; $3.85 top; opening 
night scale $6.60. 


Escalus, Prince of Verona.Reynolds Evans 
Paris, kinsman to the Prince........ 
eb 6p.0ens oes teeneesee George Macready 
Heads of two houses at variance with 
each other:— 
ED . 6 0 .0cnn eons nesnst John Miltern 
Es 0.0.0 00:64 064040000500 Moroni Olsen 
An O11 Man of the Capulet family... 


Romeo, son to Montague...Basil Rathbone 
Mercutio, kinsman to the Prince...... 

ete beat es 26edbssa6ees Brian Aherne 
Benvolio, ncphew.to Montague.John Emery 
Tybalt, nephew to Lady Capulet...... 

boeuieeiens -0aahsavesese¥s Orson Welles 
Friar Laurence, a Franciscan........ 

Ket'ec ee ane poten daeas Charles Waldron 
Friar John, of the same order..Paul Julian 
Balthasar, a servant to Romeo........ 


Fe 00 RON See abe eeassie Franklyn Gray 
Servants to Capulet»— 
i < ibh waa son Gr + 6a Joseph Holland 
BOONE. a vacksaaketnectseasess David Vivian 
> GEN tiveenbaceceoss Robert Champlain 
Abraham, servant to Montague....... 
oe On th eet 660 bebe 0008. Irving Morrow 
An Apothecary.......... Arthur Chatterton 
SONS’. « «+ cede heéeeseasen's Irving Morrow 
Lady Montague,..c.cccccees Brenda Forbes 
Bay CAMRME ss 62 cobevsceveace Irby Marshal 
Juliet, daughter to Capulet.......... 
ri chers dea eesesons< Katharine Cornell 
WeOTee ta JOU, «sb desvesene cca Edith Evans 
PS lS eee Edith Allaire 
MPU su eedebacucasencies fAngus Duncan 


2? Ralph Nelson 
Citizens of Verona, kinsfolk of both houses, 
maskers, watchmen and _  attendants— 
Margaret Craven, Jacqueline De Wit, 
Lois Jameson, Agnete Johannsen, Ruth 
March. Pamela Simpson. Gilmore Bush, 
John ‘‘ordon Gage, William Hopper, Al- 
bert MeCleery, Charles. Thorne. 
CRO. 20 sc vscresencoecerces Orson Welles 


Every major legit actress wants 
to play Juliet some time. Katharine 
Cornell now does it. In recent 
years the part has been played by 
Jane Cowl, Eva Le Gallienne, Ethel 
Barrymore and Helen Hayes. All 
of them have been lovely, all of 
them have been good. But none of 
them has invested the production 
with the vivacity and general love- 
liness that Miss Cornell possesses. 

But there has probably never be- 
fore been a ‘Romeo and Juliet’ so 
handicapped from a gross stand- 


point. Because, no matter how fine, 
how beautiful, how well done— 
Shakespeare is still Shakespeare, 


and $38.85 iop is a lot of money. 
Miss Cornell has a big following, 
which will help, and the show is in 
rat only four weeks, which will 
elp even more. But it must not be 
lost sight of that Shakespeare's big- 
gest potential drawing field is in 
the school and college mob and 
they can’t afford those kind of 
prices, Lowest price in the house— 
and not many of them—is $1.10, 
There are many nice things to be 
mad about the production. It is 
lavish and yet in good taste; it has 
exceptionally fine acting, and it is 
eolorful. Miss Corneil has cut the 
action into two parts, rather than 
the original five acts, and has 
switched the scenes about consider- 
ably. She hasn’t modernized the 
play in any other way, however, 
except insofar as staging and light- 
ing is concerned. S: has taken no 
liberties with the dialog of the 
Bard, but has switched some of the 
echaracterizationg about to make for 
greater clarity in most instances 
and for easier continuity. 
There's a cute note in the fact 














MARTY MAY 


Now Featured with 
MAX GORDON’S “ROBERTA” 
The Boston Herald said: “To Marty 
May, as a brashly amusing orchestra 
‘feader, fell the best and certainly the 
frankest lines, and he did them full 
justice.” 
Wishing You All a Merry Xmas and 
Happy New Year 


1560 B'way—Sulite 1214—Bry 9-6352 





— 


that Miss Cornell doesn't star her- 
self or anyone else in the produc- 
tion, but features five players of 
whom she lists herself as fifth. Cer- 
tainly there is no denying that all 
four actors mentioned share acting 
honors fully with her. Brian 
Aherne as Mercutio runs away with 
the male acting honors while on 
stage, towering above Basil Rath- 
bone’s Romeo, which is traditional. 
Mercutio always does. But Mer- 
cutio is out of the second half of 
the play, and that’s Romeo's chance. 
Charles Waldron is excellent as 
Friar Laurence, and Edith Evans as 
Juliet’s nurse is way above par. 
She’s a thoroughly schooled and 
capable actress and has never 
shown it as much as in this play. 
Rathbone’s Romeo will displease 
some because of the bounciness he 
gives it, but on the whole it is a 
schooled and thoroughly acceptable 
reading. Miss Cornell's Juliet doesn't 
technically seem better than previ- 
ous good Juliets but has added vi- 
vacity and her personal charm. 

Yuthrie McClintic’s direction and 
staging is excellent, especially in 
the big scenes, where he‘has his 
actors completely in command. Jo 
Mielziner’s: sets and costumes are 
exceptionally fine. They're all very 
simple, on platforms, and suggest- 
ive rather than realistic, which is 
as it should be. Productionally the 
real kLonors go to whoever devised 
the lighting, uncredited in the pro- 
gram. Amazingly fine shading and 
coloring throughout the play, that 
centers exactly where and in what 
manner needed for the best ulti- 
mate suecess. a 

Among the supporting cast Orson 
Welles as Tybalt and John Miltern 
as Montague stand out. ‘The only 
annoying performance ‘is that of 
George Macready as Paris, and 
this is due more to directorial 
neglect than anything else. Mc- 
Clintic seems to have forgotten all 
about Paris until the last minute, 


and then dragged him in by the 
heels for the killing in the finale 
Kauf. 


tomb scene. 


Melodrama in three acts. Presented at 
the Cort Dec. 22 by George Bushar and 
John Tuerk; written by Dan Totheroh and 
George O'Neil; Helen Gahagan and Melvyn 
Douglass starred; staged by latter; Beulah 
Bondi and Helen Freeman featured. 

William. Franklin 





CASSIUS... wececcccesevecees 
BPUCUB. 0 cccccseccecccsccoces John Troughton 
Whiskey Truman........-..+.- Arling Alcine 
Frank O’Malley......+.+.- Thomas Chalmers 
Irish Johnnie. .....ccseseseeeee: Orrin Burke 
SWeEMC. .cccccccsvcvcessecesccees Einar Svalbe 
Little BreecheS.....e.seees Lester Lonergan 
Pious Pete... .cccccsccsccoess Robert Thorne 
Mother O’Brien... cccccccevessess Lida Kane 
SUM occ cecccecccccoeccesegses Robert Kellard 
Yank. .crcccccccceccccccrsevece Ivan Arbuckle 
Red Dog......eees eeccconeseccese Tex Ritter 
CUPrleyY. sccccccaccescccsseeoss George Lamar 
Julia Musette....cccccseeces Gertrude Fiynn 
Horace Field@......ccccccsess Robert Shayne 
Carey Ried .wcnccacoscsceess Melvyn Douglas 
Mrs. Kate Hawkins..........-. Beulah Bondi 
Speed Jake......... ..C. Russell Sage 
Hannah Hawkins.........-. Helen Gahagan 
Thomas Carter. ..cccccccscecess Frank Camp 
Pv no500n Sebeeredoorengesces Arvid Paulson 
Booth Hiled....cccccasecs Lester Lonergan 8d 
Clarissa Ried.....ceccccees Lenore Lonergan 
Mrs. Thomas Carter......... Edythe Elliott 
PEOGAUNG TAUUER « 0002000 csecs Helen Freeman 
Lord Berkeley Beresfield...Roland Bottomely 
MUON sce ecccvacestaceseccess Kate Warriner 
A Young Woman............ Lillian Walker 
Mrs, Schiller. ...cccccccccces Louise Beaudet 
A Young Man...ccccccccccee Robert Kellard 
The Senator. ...ccccos eoeecces John T. Dwyer 
A Lieutenant... .cccccccccccees Einar Svalbe 


San Francisco is the locale of an- 
other recently presented melodrama 
—Gold Eagle Guy’—glamorous 
ground for playwrights. But it still 
remains to be seen whether their 
work is appreciated by Broadway. 
‘Mother Lode’ probably hasn't as 
good a chance. Limited engage- 
ment indicated. 





| agerial duos, 





Yet George Bushar and John Tuerk, 
one of the promising younger man- 
have again brought 
their first 
this season was the 
controversial ‘Within the Gates.’ 
This new play also is generously 
peopled and is a more eostly produc- 
tion. 

‘Mother Lode’. does not altogether 
pertain to empire building in the 
city by the Golden Gate, first act 
being in Virginia City, Nev., in the 
early 60’s, when men mined for pre- 
eious metal. It is there, in the Con- 
tinental boarding house and two- 
bit saloon, that Carey Ried first 
meets Hannah Hawkins, the ‘song- 
bird of the Sierras,’ come with her 
mother to warble for the prospec- 
tors. The lilt of her voice stirs men 
to toss bags of nuggets at her feet— 
bullion which Mrs. Hawkins care- 


credit to themselves; 


presentation 


‘fully gathers up. 





Gahagan’s most starry playing 


written. 
other 
Thomas Chalmers as a newspaper 
editor 
Camp as Carter, and Robert Shayne 
as Fields, count. 


early West. 


'oped that ‘Liberty’ depends. 


fall out, it being two to one against 
Ried. During a ball, the house- 
warming of his mansion on Nob 
Hill, a run on the bank is started, 
people lining up in the foggy early 
hours to draw out their money. 
Third act is the big scene in 
‘Mother Lode. When Ried comes 
to the bank to pacify the depositors, 
he is reviled by his partners and 
spat upon by depositors. Dragging 
himself home, he finds Hannah and 


their bonds and jewels to aid Carey, 
but it isn’t nearly enough. End of 
the play has the Rieds stricken but 
determined to start over again. 
Their guests had deserted long be- 
fore, even when Hannah was at the 
piano, finely rendering an aria. 
Second act, too, has its moments. 
Brought into the story is a Ried ex- 
cursion with Madame Lorska, an 


actress appearing in his opera house. 


When he ceases his attentions the 
woman attempts blackmail and is 
horsewhipped by Hannah, 


Scene between Helen Gahagan 


and Melvyn Douglas (Hannah and 
Carey), when she forgives him for 


the Lorska affair, is perhaps Miss 
in 
the performance. Miss Gahagan’'s 
warbling in the first act found her 
in excellent voice, but her acting 
throughout transcends the vocaliz- 


ing. 


It is Miss Gahagan’s~-plkay,- with 
husband Douglas a good running 
mate, In addition, his directional 
work stands out. The co-stars are 
also financially interested in ‘Moth- 
er Lode.’ 

Beulah Bondi is important as 
Mother. Hawkins, a part a bit over- 
Helen Freeman does: an- 
good job as Mme. Lorska. 


and friend of Ried, Frank 


‘Mother Lode’ has the color of the 
Its people are interest- 
ing, with the story not so much so. 
Ibee. 


ODE TO LIBERTY 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Lyceum, Dec, 21, by Gilbert Miller; adapted 
from Miche! Duran's ‘Liberte Provisoire,’ 


by Sidney Howard; staged by the latter; 
Ina Claire starred; Walter Slezak featured. 
Madeleine. ...cccccscccccssecsceses Ina Claire 
Barmaud..cccceces eocccccecees- Nicholas Joy 
DOTIAy oc vscvegece ecccccccceseF aul McGrath 
Policeman. .eccccee ecccccseees Walter Slezak 
Inspector Roulet....ccececeee. Stanley Jessup 
Sergeant Duval. .ccccscecsssess Allen Fagan 
Meenlte. .séeness ececesssekeatherine Stewart 
BUCO. ub 4060064006000 0008. ae Geen 


A Chauffeur. ..ccccceccecsccces Colin Hunter 





All of Hollywood on Broadway 
seemed to be present at the pre- 
miere of Ina Claire’s newest star- 
ring appearance, but not many of 
the coast mob were entertained. 
‘Ode to Liberty’ proved not as gay 
as expected, rather lightweight, 
with a moderate engagement judged 
from first reaction. 


Perhaps ‘Liberty’ was over-touted 
on the strength of the receptions 
accorded it out of town. Yet Gil- 
bert Miller seemed to have gauged 
the attraction precisely, selling his 
star rather than the play. That 
was indicated by the program bill- 
ing, which had Miss Claire’s name 
in larger display than the play’s 
title. Unusual in legit. 

The playing does get some laughs 
but hardly enough to rate. Its ro- 
mance is of the lusty sort, anything 
but sacharine, Of course, the love 
story is transparent, but it’s on the 
manner in which it is devel- 
Sidney 
Howard did a good writing job, as 
he always does, but they do say the 
second act was hilarious in Paris. 
It isn’t here. 

Miss Claire plays Madeleine, sep- 
arated from Etienne’ Barnaud, 
prominent Parisian banker, who 
tries to coax her to return to the 
marital mansion, 
she can have a boy friend. But 
Madeleine can’t see the proposition. 
She is running a tourist agency, has 
a comfortable duplex and wants 
to be on her own, 

Into her life comes Hansie, billed 
as a policeman, but wearing uni- 
form of the Foreign Legion, from 
which he deserted. He is a com- 
munist, chased by the police and 
cornered in Madeleine’s abode. She 
doesn’t know why, but she permits 
Hansie to hide in her apartment. 

While the cops watch outside, 
Hansie fixes the clocks and does all 
manner of odd jobs, spouting com- 
munistic doctrines in which Mad- 
eleine pretends to become interest- 
ed. Hansie admits the good food 
and her kindnesses are softening 
him, but he is violent in making 
such admissions. Finally comes the 
time when Hansie is set to escape, 
disguised as a plumber. Being adept 
at forgery, he has written to pals 


Tuesday, December 25, 1934 
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Mother Hawkins ready to sacrifice ; 


even promising 


STAGS AT BAY 


(PRINCETON TRIANGLE CLUB) 


Princeton Triangle Club's 46th annual 
production. Two-act musical, with book 
by H. A. Brooks and B, T. Rulon-Miller, 
Music and lyrics, Brooks Bowman, R. A. 
Hallenbeck, K. B, Alexander, W. H. Bor- 
den, C, S. Marvin; orchestrations by Hal- 
lenbeck (also the musical director), assisted 
by Alexander and F. E. Taplin, Jr. Set- 
tings designed by F. C. Thum, L. Del. 
Ayers, Jr., H. A. Brooks; dances staged 
by Morgan Lewis; entire production staged 
by Joshua Logan, '31. At St. James the- 
atre, N. Y¥., Dec. 19-20, 1934; $3 top. 


This, the 46th annual edition of 
the Triangle Club shows, is gener- 





ally voted the best in years and 
obviously so. It’s replete with 
| beaucoup snap dialog which, pro- 


portionately, produces more genuine 
mirth, with not a few belly laffs, 
than can be said for many a Broad- 
way production. 

Written, staged and produced by 
undergraduates with the sole ex- 
ception of Joshua Logan, ’31, who 
supervised the entire production, 
and of Morgan Lewis, called in to 
put on the dance routines, it’s a 
highly creditable performance. The 
book is by no means weak but lacks 
sufficient sturdiness and general 
appeal for mass appreciation, for 
which it’s not intended anyway. 
The travail of rival Long Island 
hostesses with marriagable deb 
daughters, and their difficulties with 
a recalcitrant stag line which 
scrams the moment it consumes all 
the punch, toddies and corn likker, 
is funny, especially for the collegi- 
ate bunch, but a question for a 
generally paying public without 
strengthening, if, for instance, the 
idea were to be turned into a pic- 
ture. 

The songs are the most unusual 
feature of the show. “here are 
three. pips and a possible fourth 
as a dark horse. Hal Kemp’s Bruns- 
wick recordings of ‘Will Love Find 
a Way? (Brooks Bowman -K. B. 
Alexander), “Love and a Dime’ 
(Bowman), ‘East of the Sun’ (Bow- 
man) and ‘Such Is the Girl I Adore,’ 
the dark horse song by R. P. For- 
shew, will attest to that for the 
general platter patronage. ‘Love 
Will Find a Way’ is the best and 
possessed of genuine hit propor- 
tions, which may account for some 
of the ‘Tin Pan Alley scouts being 
in attendance at this Broadway 
two-day engagement. Right now a 
trio of Princetonians publish them 
locally. 

Sidney D. Johnson, prez of the 
Triangle Club, and J. Peter Theu- 
rer, V.p., are prominent in the cast, 
along with B. T. Rulon-Miller and 
R. Mac P. Wood, the latter two ex- 
ceptionally good as a grande dame 
and her daughter. The femme men- 
ace, Mrs. Longcope, is also well 
played by C. E. Smith and ‘her’ 
dumb deb daughter is A. Arm- 
strong, okay, too. Same goes for 
the rest of the cast, of which the 
affable Brooks Bowman, one of the 
songwriters, registers niftily with 
‘Love and a Dime,’ which he au- 
thored for himself. The _ prolific 
young Bowman wrote most of the 
songs and individually sells ’em 
best. 

Staging, settings and general de- 
cor okay. Dance routines are par- 
ticularly worthy considering the 
‘girls’ being assigned plastic toe and 
ballerina numbers, along with Roxy- 
ette routines, all of which the boys 
handle in better than a merely tal- 
ented amateur manner. 

R. A. Hallenbeck, maestroing the 
Triangle orchestra, has a swell ag- 
gregation in the pit, plenty snappy, 
with the maestro and co-composer 
of ‘Stags at Bay’ also tooting a 
nasty cornet. Besides standing out 
as a trumpet playing band leader, 
Hallenbeck talks every lyric with 
each member of the cast, either for 
the purpose of prompting or cueing 
his pit boys (15). 

Joshua Logan, who staged, has 
been around Broadway in legit. All- 
male cast comprises about eight 
principals and a ‘mixed’ chorus of 
35, including specialty dancers. 

Abel. 





Cast of 100 in Molnar 


Revival at Pasadena 


Pasadena, Cal., Dec, 24. 

Christmas week production of the 
Community Players will be ‘The 
Shopkeeper Turned Gentleman,’ 
free translation of Molnar’s ‘Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme.’ Thomas 
Browne Henry heads cast of more 
than 100, and directs. 

Piece, which opens tomorrow (25), 
is on for five nights and Saturday 
mat. 








SKY’S THE LIMIT 


Ray Golden production of farce by Pi 
Johns and Hendrik Booraem. Addition 
dialog and gags by William K. Wells an 






Arthur Barton. Staged by Sidney Salkow, 
Settings by Arthur Segal. At Fulton, N. 2 
Opening Dec, 17. 

Prot, MURPSS. cicocesicccecces Maurice Casg 
SEEONMs 6000 bsesnescovecese Lew Danielg 
Russell Brent....esese.ee....Edward Woods 
SPO. » ceenseeete eeeeee-Catherine Colling 
TG DMEM cc ceenseneecse ce cect John Kang 
POE csceccocsnese eerccccceces Mary Mason 
EN KGOAG.b0 86 $6 00S Eeb0 CCC CECE. Ruth Altman 
Me Ns «4046000 0n806006000< Joe Smith 
Rw SUNN s 6 sender caeetenedse Chas. Dale 
Oumkopt 09 060066606066b600600% Martin Gabe} 
ODRIC. wccrccccccccce -.Norma Downey 
Vickers eeccccccececece sebesb-ne ot John Dale 
PUMP. oS Oceserceevcecceceves Murray Alper 


Four previous attempts to satirize 
radio advertising have been made by 
legit, but if there’s a hit show in the 
theme it’s yet to be written. ‘Sky’s 
the Limit’ is funny in spots, possibly 
okay basically for Hollywood adap- 
tation, but for Broadway looks like 
it will depend on cut-rates and 
won't be around very long. 

Smith and Dale are doing a Pot- 
ash and Perlmutter, with familiar 
jests at the expense of the sponsorg 
and advertising agéncies. silly K, 
Wells and Arthur Barton were an- 
kled in late in the rehearsal period 
to doctor. They and the practiced 
farceuring of Smith and Dale prob- 
ably turn in most of the laughs. 

Plot mechanics are. very awkward 


at moments. First ten minutes 
after the curtain goes up on Act I 
clumsy stalling by four’ stooges 


with no bearing on the story and 
could be easily omitted from the 
script. 

Joe Smith is represented as a 
burlesque manager who has ac- 
quired an advertising agency. 
Charles Dale is'a pal from Cincin- 
nati Who owns the Yeast-Sweeties 
company and wants to go on the 
radio. A series of comic flukes in 
connection with the program is the 
source of locomotion for the nar- 
rative. 

Some of the satire is sharply 
pointed, but in general it’s pretty 
broad and hokey. Third act has a 
laxative tag line. 

Exagegeration of the details robs 
the show of a great deal of its prob- 
abilities. While the sweetheart con- 
test could happen, and while the 
box-top voting could be controlled, 
in reality these things are exag- 
gerated into absurdity in the mad 
scramble for laughs. Use of loud- 
speakers on each side of the prosce- 
nium arch to carry on parts of 
the action supposed to be occur- 
ring in Madison Square Garden is 
okay, but the mechanical reproduc- 
tion of the voices, notably of Ruth 
Altman’s on opening night, was very 
faulty and cloudy. 

Outside of Smith and Dale the 
performances of the cast leave @ 
great deal to be asked for. Land. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Leslie Howard, Peggy Conklin, 
Charles Dow Clark, Blanche Sweet 
Humphrey Bogart, Robert Hudson, 
Walter Vonnegut, Ross’ Herta, 
Frank Milan, Milo Boulton, Esther 





Leeming, Robert Porterfield, John 
Alexander, Tom Fadden, James 
Thompson, Aloysius Cunningha 


Frank Tweddell, Eugene Keith an 

James Doody, ‘The Petrified Forest’. 

(Complete cast.) ? 
Marjorie Peterson, Eric Dressley 


Maurice Wells, Frank Manning, 
Bernard Gorcey, Jean Colbert, 
Frank Marino, Hope _ Richarda, 


Ralph Hertz, Fernando Eliscu, Wile 
liam Shea, Leslie King, Alvin Dexe 
ter, Jack Harwood, Harvey Sayres, 
Walter Vaughn, Adeline Roattino, 
Gordon Gould, Buckler Hixon, Lawe 
rence Tuck and Morris Armour, 
‘Creeping Fire’ (Complete cast.) 

Lester Allen and Lillian Bond, 
‘Little Shot’. 

Roy Atwell, ‘On to Fortune’. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Little Shot’, melodramatic come 
edy by Percival Wilde, now rehearsy 
ing. Malcolm L. Pearson and Donald 
Baruch will present in January, 
Lester Allen and Lillian Bond will 
star. Bretaigne Windust will direct, 

‘Creeping Fire,’ melodrama by 
Marie Baumer. Glenn W. McNaughe 
ton and John Cameron will produc 
with Cameron directing. Show goe 
into rehearsal when McNaughto 
returns from Bermuda. Marjori 
Peterson will take the lead. 

‘On to Fortune,” new comedy 
Lawrence Langner and Armin 
Marshall, now in rehearsal. Produce 
ers are Crosby Gaige and Charl 
Heidt. Opens January 14 with Roy 
Atwell in the lead. 
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Plays Abroad 


Woman With a Past 


(‘A Woman With A Past’) 
Budapest, Dec. 6. 
Three-act comedy by Aladar Laszlo, at 
the Belvarosi theatre, Budapest. Cast: 
Maria Lazar, Anthony Pager, Annie Sol- 
tesz, Baroti, George Nagy. 





Another crook comedy by the au- 
thor of ‘Honest Finder’, who was at 
no great pains to invent new types 
or new situations but stuck to his 
successful stunt of having an at- 
tractive crook as his central figure 
with a still more attractive woman 
who outwits him, to their mutual 
satisfaction. 

The starting point, however, is 
original, the satire witty and the di- 
alog pleasing. It’s about Myra, a 
naughty lady retired to a highly re- 
spectable country home and living 
on her earnings. She is a wise 
woman, withdrawing from her lu- 
crative business of letting men 
make love to her as soon as she has 
money enough to buy a fine estate. 
However, she can’t deny herself the 
pleasure of writing her memoirs and 
naming in them all the men who 
have once been at her feet, and 
who in high positions or in family 
bonds, are most unpleasantly 
alarmed at the news that their early 
love escapades, with full details, are 
to be made public. 

They assemble at Myra’s country 
home, resolved to bribe her to re- 
frain from publication. Into this 
party drops Fery, a crook, bent on 
the errand of stealing Myra’s jew- 
els. He is mistaken for one of her 
ex-lovers, finds this business more 
remunerative, promises to buy the 
manuscript from Myra and pockets 
the huge bribes of the frightened 
ex-boy friends. He steals the man- 
uscript but Myra finds him out and 
since, in the course of the mutual 
blackmailing they have fallen in 
love with each other, he stays with 
her, setting up as an honest farm- 
ing couple on their joint earnings. 

Miss Lazar and Pager are an at- 
tractive couple on the stage and 
act with a great deal of spirit and 
tempo. There is a picture chance 
in this light-hearted, gay little play. 

Jacobi. 


L’AGE DE J ULIETTE 


(‘Juliette’s Age’) 


Paris, Dec. 11. 
Three-act comedy by Jacques Deval, 
ets by Emile Bertin. Directed by Andre 
Bere. Presented Dec. 9 at Saint Georges, 
aris, by Bencit Leon Deutsch and Jacques 
Albert. 
Cast: Paul Bernard, Alerme, Marcel 
imon, Gildes, Andre Beart, Georges Valle, 
acques Berger, Jean Mercure, Garnier, 
ouzewitch, Jean Larneuil, Paradis, Helene 
erdriere, Marvelle Ganiat, Junie Astor, 
Helene Fax and Mierille Yvon, 





New Deval play is certain to have 
a@ good local run, and has Broad- 
Way and film possibiliti¢és. Maybe 
better for films than for B’way be- 
cause, although play is good enter- 
tainment and has definite romantic 
appeal, there are certain staging 
difficulties which would bother the 
American legit, but could be fixed 
up for flickers. 

It’s a study in young love, han- 
dled with humor and all the insight 
anyone could wish for. That’s just 
the trouble—in spots Deval’s insight 
takes him into things that might be 
a little tough to show on Broad- 
Way, especially in view of the cur- 
rent purity campaign. Not that the 
Play is rough; it is not in the slight- 
est; it is handled with complete 
delicacy, and its emphasis 1s on 

urity. But the facts of life are 
here. 

Juliet of the title is Shakespeare's 
Juliet. Deval’s young girl is a bit 
older—17—but she feels the same 
Way. First act is set in a private 
salon at Armenonville, swell Bois de 
Boulogne restaurant. 

Throughout, the chief charm is 
the absence of melodramatics in the 
dialog between Serge and Muriel. 
They kid each other, and bawl each 
Other out, like children, and take 
their suicide as a matter of course, 
the natural result of their love and 
their parents’ severity. 

A couple of subway tickets in 
Muriel’s gloves, left in the cloak- 
room, reveal that Serge is no prince 
and the restaurant people get wise 
that they have no money. Charles, 
the head waiter, a first grade comic 
Character part, told to take them 
to the jug, lets them get away. .” 

In the second act they show up 
at the Claridge to go through with 
the job. This is the best act, and 
the toughest to put on. In his 

arental letter Serge had explained 

hat he had left Muriel pure. At 
the Claridge the luxury of the bath- 
oom leads Muriel to indulge in a 
wt bath, and Serge does likewise. 
n a peculiar td&ich, Deval has 
Muriel leave the same water for 
Serge, so that his bathing will be 
@ symbol of the physical intimacy 
hey have not had. After the bath 

uriel ogn hold out no longer, and, 





after appealing to Serge to guess 
her thoughts, tells him outright that 
she wants to know about everything 
before she dies. She flees off stage 
to the bedroom, and Deval intro- 
duces’ a couple of electricians to 
occupy the stage looking for a short 
circuit long enough for Serge to 
join her. This gets a few snickers 
in the audience. 

The youngsters’ reenter, drink 
their gardenol and fall asleep to- 
gether on the sofa, This scene of 
suicide is another possible objec- 
tion. Too bad if such objections 
hold—it’s grand theatre, 

Third act is in hospital. Kids are 
shown waking up and then his uncle 
and her aunt, shown as comic but 
repugnant characters, come to an- 
nounce that they are to be married 
but are disinherited. Parents got 
her a job as a bindery girl and him, 
who wanted to be an architect, as a 
house painter. Charles, the waiter, 
arrives and saves them with a loan. 

Acting burden goes 90% on the 
young couple. It’s a real chance, 
especially for the girl, and Helene 
Perdriere, who had an ingenue part 
last season in Bourdet’s ‘Temps Dif- 
ficiles,’ gets away with it here 
beautifully. Stern. 


2 LONDON TRYOUT 
PLAYS, BOTH WEAK 


London, Dec. 15. 

The Charta theatre, a Sunday 
night performing organization, 
which runs productions at the 
Westminster, presented ‘The Fisher 
of Shadows’ by Jean Sarment, with 
English adaptation by Ann Stephen- 
son on Dec. 9. He wrote the play 
in 1921, but this was the first Eng- 
lish presentation of the piece, titled 
in its original language, ‘Le Pecheur 
d’Ombres.’ 

An interesting problem presented 
more as a treatise than in dramatic 
form. It’s the kind of play Sunday 
night clubs revel in and which 
never lend themselves to anglicising. 
Even if well played, it is not a 
financial proposition for a com- 
mercial management. 

Another Sunday night perform- 
ance on the same date was ‘Peace on 
Earth,’ an anti-war propaganda 
piece done in New York last year. 
Not likely to mean much here. 


BUDA THEATRE FOLDS; 














Budapest, Dec. 2. 

For the third time during this 
theatrical season, only three months 
old, a producer has walked out of 
the theatre of which he could no 
longer meet the expenses, leaving 
scores of actors, musicians, stage- 
hands, ete., engaged for a whole 
year, in the lurch. 

This time it is the Kiraly theatre, 
once one of Europe’s leading musi- 
cal comedy stages, which has gone 
dark. 

Actors’ Association is now trying 
to find a way to prevent similar 
abuses. Intends to bring in a rule 
that no member of the association 
may act in a theatre unless its pro- 
ducer has deposited one month’s 
salary of all employees with the 
board of the association, the deposit 
to be renewed each month. 


MODERN FABLE 


French Play About Decadence of 
Legit—H’wood Villain 
Paris, Dec. 16. 
‘Twilight of Theatre’ is the title 
of a play by H. R. Lenormand 
which opened Thursday (13) at 
Theatre Des Arts and shows strug- 
gle of legit to survive on continent. 
In the play, the legit is licked. 
One of the villains of the piece is 
ar American with a heavy check- 
book and a sound camera, symbol- 
izing Hollywood. But real enemy of 
theatre, in Lenormand’s piece, is its 
internal decadence. Last act shows 
a gallery, consisting of six specta- 
tors only, during gala performance 
of Shakespeare’s ‘Tempest,’ who 
wake up, only when results of a 
prizefight are flashed on the screen 
during intermission and then leave 








as the curtain rises again. 
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CHAMPS ELYOEEa 
ALL OREGaED UP 


New High in De Luxe Floor 
Shows—Annette_  Keller- 
man Starring at Former 
Lido—New Spot has Or- 
chestra on Elevator and 
Picture House Organ— 
Live Animals for Atmos- 
phere 





—— 


THEATRES BACK, TOO 





Paris, Dec, 15. 

The Champs Elysees is coming 
back as a cafe and nite life center. 
And with such luxury as has never 
before been dreamt of for night 
spots. 

Paris’ grand avenue, which suf- 
fered an eclipse as tourists started 
leaving, is being boomed again for 
the benefit of Parisians. ‘La Ruee 
vers Ouest’ (‘Westward Rush’) is 
what local people call the move- 
ment, because the Champs Elysees 
is at the west end of town. That’s 
the same name they give to the 
Gold Rush in America in ’49, and 
they mean there’s gold in that there 
avenue. 

Two sensational openings are 
scheduled there just before Christ- 
mas—the Lido, renamed Paris Plage 
by Leon Volterra, leading local 
showman, who is feverishly reglori- 
fying the old swimming pool nitery, 
and Le Triomphe, monster cafe in- 
tended to be the last word in Paris 
luxury and gaiety, on the site of the 
old Berri, which is being rushed 
to completion for Dec. 26. Around 
these is a‘flock of theatre and dance 
spots, old, new and projected. 


Volterra’s Idea 


Volterra is so absorbee tn ready- 
ing the Lido that he is leaving the 
management of his racehorses and 
his theatres to his wife, Mme. 
Simone Volterra. He is planning 
a fancy show, both on the floor and 
in the swimming pool. Francis A. 
Mangan was to put it on, but 
walked out, on grounds Volterra’s 
plans weren’t high-class enough for 
him, 

To lead the mermaids in the pool 
—he’ll have a line of them that can 
both dance and swim—vVolterra has 
picked the world’s most famous 
mermaid, Annette Kellerman. 

Miss Kellerman and her husband, 
James Sullivan, have been in Paris 
for nearly a year, chiefly on vaca- 
tion. They have also made a film 
of her number. In Lido she'll do 
her old wire act over the pool. 

Gino Arbib is exclusive booker for 
the new Lido. Plans to put in a 
comedy act or so, as well as girls. 

Le Triomphe expects to. get 
President Lebrun and Minister of 
Marine Francois Pietri to attend 
its opening, which will be a charity 
dinner and dance under the aus- 
pices of an outfit called Les Amis 
des Croisieres—Friends of Cruises. 
Place’s gastronomic specialty will 
be sea food, and it will be trotted 
out in special profusion on this oc- 
casion. 

Live Animals 


Charles Siclis, who did _ the 
Colsee decorations, ig fixing up Le 
Triomphe. In the Colisee he used 
aviaries and aquariums, filled with 
live birds and fish, to line the 
walls. In Le Triomphe he goes one 
better, and one of his walls is a 
forest, with live squirrels climbing 
bushes and chattering at the nuts. 
General plan of the decoration in- 
volves a combination of crystal and 
red copper. 

Musically, spot will have all other 
Paris cafes stopped. American film 
theatre organ has been installed, a 
well as rising and descending or- 
chestral stand. Female band will 
be used, wearing uniform dresses, 
and one of them will play the or- 
gan, under a spotlight, when the 
rest of the band disappears down- 
ward for rest periods. 

Another cafe effort on the Champs 
Elysees is the Brasserie Claridge. 
This will not be ready for several 
months, however. Edouard Rouzier, 
proprietor of the Rotisserie Peri- 


G. B. Shaw Play 


FANNER DRESSES 


U. §. Dancer in Paris Keeps 
Covered When Prez Appears 











Paris, Dec. 18. 

Joan Warner, fan dancer of Ta- 
barin troupe, will keep her dress on 
when she dances before President 
Albert Lebrun and his Minister of 
Labor. 

Booked for charity gala opening 
of Le Troiomphe cafe on Champs 
Elysees Thursday (20) she was 
warned not to strip as usual, be- 
cause the President and Minister 
will be there. Nude, she might lose 
her reputation and permit to work 
in France, she was warned. 


2 NEW PARIS 
VAUDE HOUSES 


Paris, Dee. 15. 

Pathe Cinema adopting policy of 
putting vaudeville into certain of 
its bigger film houses. In addition 
to opening the Empire as a vaude- 
film house, will put acts into the 
Moulin Rouge, beginning Jan. 11. 
Jack Payne and his band are the 
opening headliners. 

Incidentally with this opening of 
new fields, booking office layout in 
Paris is undergoing changes. Roth- 
enberg and Golding are booking ex- 
clusively for the Empire and Mou- 


lin. Paris Plage (ex-Lido) Is be- 
ing handled by Gino Arbib. 

Teddy Ehrenthal is out as ex- 
clusive booker for Rex and Gau- 
mont Palace, which after Dec. 28 
will book in the open market. 


Q’Neill in Czech 


Prague, Dec. 12. 

Eugene O’Neill’s drama, ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra,’ is current at 
the Czech National theatre. 

Director Hilar, who staged it, re- 
duced the running time to one reg- 
ular evening performance. Several 
of the leading scenes were united, 
and the text of the last act sim- 
plified. 

Chief actors of the Czech Nation- 
al theatre, including Dostalova, 
Scheinflugova, Vydra Kohout, Hart, 
are in the O'Neill play. 

















gourdine on Place Saint Michel, will 
run it, and will serve his own type 
of fancy food and wine. 

A little off the avenue, but part 
of the same westward rush, is the 
old Empire theatre, which Pathe- 
Natan reopened yesterday with a 
combination vaudefilm program. 
Theatre was dark after Stavisky’s 
operetta, ‘Deux sous de Fleurs,’ 
closed when that scandal broke, 
and since then was reopened only 
for a short film season with ‘Bo- 
lero’ and ‘Queen Christine.’ 

Theatres 

New idea for the Empire gives 
Paris its only real vaudefilm house. 
Advertising has been extensive, 
both in newspapers and by posters. 
Folies Wagram, near Empire, has 
also been reopened under manage- 
ment of Andre Walere. On another 
of the avenues radiating from the 
Etoile the Napoleon Cinema has 
been sharing the western revival, 
and on the Champs Elysees itself, 
in the National City Bank building, 
the newspaper Paris Soir has 
opened a newsreel theatre, the first 
in this part of town. 

Francis Mangan, who has been 
looking for a new Paris spot for 
years, was over from London a 
couple of times last week. Among 
plans he is considering {!s taking a 
new 2,000-seater now being built 





Anderson's ‘Queen Elizabeth’ New 


Skedded in Vienna 


Vienna, Dec. 13. 

Austrian Federal Burg theatre, 
under management of Hermann 
Roebbeling, which has just scored 
a triumph with John Drinkwater's 
‘Abraham Lincoln’ in a German 
version, announces the following 
new plays for 1935: . 

Moliere’s ‘Misanthrope,’ with 
Raoul Aslan and Nora Cregor, and 
‘The Hinderers,’ with Aslan and 
Thimig; Ferenc Molnar’s ‘Wed- 
ding’ and ‘The Lady Confectioner,’ 
with Alma Seidler, Willy Thaller 
and Paul Hartmann. 

Maxwell Anderson's ‘Queen Eliza- 
beth,’ with Maria Eis and Paul 
Hartmann; Grillparzer’s classic, ‘A 
Faithful Servant of his Master,’ 
with Otto Tressler; Hermann Heinz 
Ortner’s ‘Beethoven,’ with Warner 
Krauss; Gertrude Jenning’s ‘Family 
Affairs, with Hedwig Bleibtreu; 
Ernst Hardt’s ‘Tantris the Fool,’ 
with Hartmann and Wagener. 

Bernard Shaw’s new play, ane- 
nounced as ‘The Island of Surprises,’ 
with Aslan and Wohlgemuth; 
Stucken’s ‘Gawan,’ with Ewald Bal- 
ser; Sardou’s ‘Dora,’ with Alma 
Seidler, Albach- Retty and Hans 
Wengraf; Schiller’s ‘Don Carlos,’ 
with Balser, Hartmann, Aslan, Gre- 
gor and Wagener. 

Mussolini and Forzano’s ‘Julius 
Caesar,’ with Werner Kraus; Max 
Mell’s new play, as yet unnamed; 
Molnar’s new play, ‘The Mountain 
Wonder,’ with Raoul Aslan; Georg 
Dueren’s ‘The Strong Man,’ with 
Werner Kraus and Elsa Wohlge- 
muth; Calderon’s ‘The Constant 
Prince,’ with Raoul Aslan; Shake- 
speare’s ‘King Lear,’ with Werner 
Kraus; Oehlenschlaeger’s ‘Aladdin,’ 
with Fred Liewehr. 


Magyars Shocked 
By Hollywood Yarn 
Of Fedak Trouble 


Budapest, Dec. 13. 

Consternation here on receiving 
the news that a warrant has 
been issued by the grand jury of 
Los Angeles against Sari Fedak, 
Hungary’s ace musical comedy star, 
on the charge of perjury committed 
as witness in the breach of promise 
case of Vilma Aknay against Er- 
nest Vajda, Par scenarist. Miss 
Fedak, reports say, disappeared 
from Hollywood and her where- 
abouts are not known, 

Hungarian Actors’ Association 
has taken steps through the diplo- 
matic service to ascertain how far 
the rumor is true, and, if so, to give 
Miss Fedak all possible assistance. 

The news was cabled to Buda- 
pest from Hollywood by Margit 
Veszi, journalist and ex-wife 
number one of Ferenc Molnar, of 
whom Sari Fedak was the second 
wife, while the third, Lily Darvas, 
is now triumphing in the author's 
latest play, ‘Unknown Girl.’ 


COMEDIE PICKS S. A. 
FOR TOUR, NOT U. S. 


Paris, Dec, 15. 

Looks now as if the 1935 road trip 
of Comedie Francaise, planned in 
order to leave theatre unoccupied 
during renovations, will be made in 
South America instead of the 
United States. This was indicated 
during meeting of board of directors 
yesterday. 

3oard decided that members of 
troupe will be forbidden in future 
to accept managerships of Paris 
theatres or to particpate in their 
operation. teason for this is Marie 
Bell’s job this year as manager of 
the Ambassadeurs. Ruling, howe 




















ever, is not retroactive and will not 

affect Miss Bell, but only those who 

might wish to follow her example. 
Anyone who violates the rule can 


be fined $660 a month and also be 
for If he continues 


sued for dan a 
to run his thea atre, he can be fired 








on the Champs Elysees 


from the Comedie. 
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Solving Leftover Problem 
Now it's Hastings Harcourt who 
believes he can solve the book re- 
mainder problem. Of Harcourt, 
Bracé, he is working out his idea 


by means of a new organization 
called Original Editions. 

Hare urt will take over re- 
mainders of books published more 


Will not take 


than two years ago. 

all remainders indiscriminately, but 
only those which he thinks are 
meritorious and will have a renewed 
sale if properly pushed. Fiction 
books will be sold at $1 straight. 


Non-fiction prices will vary, but will 


be considerably below the _ price 
upon original publication, 

Harcourt has already tied up 
Dodd, Mead, Harper's; Little, 
Brown, and, of course, Harcourt, 
Brace for their remainders; and is 
negotiating with others. For the 


time being he is working out of the 
Harcourt, Brace offices. 

General practice was to dump re- 
mainders, or copies of books that 
remained unsold, for whatever they 
would bring. These generally found 
their way into drug stores and 
other cut-rate outlets, 

More recently most publishers, to 
retain bookselle goodwill as well 
as protect the trade in general, have 
been destroying remainders. Orig- 
inal edition books will be marketed 
through regular book channels, it's 
understood, with booksellers partici- 
pating. 





Chi’s New Yorker 

Chicago's first serious attempt to 
emulate the New Yorker appeared 
this week under the title ‘Inland 
Topics.’ Format follows closely the 
size and lineup of the eastern 
weekly, with a liberal sprinkling of 
smart cartoons, all executed by 
western artists. 

Mag is actually an outgrowth of 
Tower Town, a publication once 
issued by the Chicago Woman’s 
Athletic Club, now in the hands of 
the receivers. 

Bernice Challenger 
started Tower Town, is editor of 
the new publication. Mag has 64 
pages in its initial issue. 


Bost, who 





D-D Livening Parties 

Doubleday, Doran, which has a 
number of affiliates such as the 
Crime Club Books and Garden City 
Publishing Co., adding still another, 
Heyday House. This one will spe- 
cialize in party books, such as puz- 
zles, games and humor. 

Jerome S. Meyer, who produced 
such books as ‘Mind Your P’s & 
Q's’ and ‘Mental Woopee,’ has been 
appointed editor. 

Knox on Buffalo News 

Charles Victor Knox has replaced ; 
E. H. Gooding as film columnist on 
the Buffalo Evening News, latter 
being assigned to general work on 
the sheet. Knox comes here from 
Minneapolis. 

Space devoted to picture comment: 
in the News has been more than 
doubled under Knox. Rollin Palmer, 
veteran critic, continues to do top 
reviews for the paper. 

New Juve Mag Due 

George H. Shackley and William 
J. Glassmoclher have formed a new 
publishing partnership under the 
name of the Treasure Chest Publi- 
cations. Will issue a mag to be 
known as The Treasure Chest, for 
juvenile readers. 


yea 
Codero Moves 
Joseph A. Codero, for 14 years cir- 
culation head of Cine Mundial, has 
resigned to join the Vanero Pub. Co. 


With latter firm, Codero will be; 
advertising and circulation director 
of El Cine Rie and other mags to 
be published for distribution in 
Portuguese and Spanish-speaking 
countries. 


Germ2n Copyright Extended 
Germany has extended the period 


of copyright in literary and dra- 
matic matters for the life of the 
author and 50 years thereafter. 

Heretofore Germany gave title to 
writings for the life of the author 
and 30 wears thereafter 

Laying It On Thick 

Harr Steeger and Harold 5S. 
Goldsmith continue among the most 
ctive of the publishers. Are get- 
ting out two new mags to add to 
heir Popular Publications chain, 
Horror Stories and Mavericks. 

Rovers Terrill editing the two 
Ti ] 

a . 
Ramsay on Mirror 

Walter Rar for many years 
Hollywood editor of Modern Screen, 
moves over to the Movie Mirror to 


succeed Ed Churchill, who joins 


Publication to begin early next: 


Fooling the Reviewers 

Appearance of many new imprints 
on books does not mean in every 
case the introduction of a new pub- 
lisher. In many instances the im- 
print is that of the printer, added 
on the request of the author who is 
actually the publisher. 

Scribblerg publishing their own 
books have found that the book re- 
viewers will pay scant attention to 
a self-published volume. Reason is 
readily apparent. Action of a scrib- 
bler doing his own publishing indi- 
cates a lack of merit in the work 
which prevented its acceptance by 
a regulation publisher. 





Mail-Order Book Firm 

A new mail-order bookselling firm 
starts soon, sponsored by Edward 
Friedman. Under the imprint of 
Gold Medal Books, Friedman's firm 
will offer five books for a total of 
$1.98. Books understvod to be re- 
prints of once good-sellers. 

They will be sold by mail only 
and will not go into the bookshops. 
Donahue & Co. now laying out an 
advertising campaign to utilize both 
newspapers and mags. Initial copy 
will be placed shortly after Jan, 1. 





Epic Ups Upton 

Though Upton Sinclair did a 
brodie on his political try, publicity 
and interest he received elevated 
the price of first editions of his 
books. ‘The Jungle,’ f.e., which be- 
fore election was quoted at $2, Is 
now selling at $20. 





Book Reviews 


Finally Gets Break 
Daniel Fuchs is a young man, 
barely 25, aud a school teacher. 
Several years ago he wrote his first 


novel, ‘Summer in Williamsburg.’ 
Now it’s published (Vanguard; 
$2.50), another indication of >how 


long some writers have to wait. 
How it happens to be published 
now is a story. 

After a whole series of rejections, 
Fuchs sent a chapter of the book to 
Story, the mag. Whit Burnett liked 
it and printed it. Three book pub- 
lishers propositioned Fuchs immedi- 
ately afterward. Vanguard got it. 
Understandable why some pub- 
lishers might have hesitated a bit 
about publishing ‘Summer’; it’s not 
likely to be a commercial success. 
But Fuchs’ name on a list will be 
definitely a worthwhile one. 

He has more than promise; his 
book shows strength and vitality. 
It’s a yarn, though, that’s a bit 
too restricted and a bit too labored. 
The canvas is too big, attempting 
to tell a half-dozen yarns inter- 
twining the various loves in a 
cheap Yiddish tenement in Brook- 
lyn. But there’s much splendid writ- 
ing and some grand characteriza- 
tion. 

On Theatre Scenery 
art exhibition in 
New Museum of Modern 


the York 


Art was a distinct success. Museum 
now issues a book called ‘Theatre 
Art’ ($3.50), telling about the ex- 


; hibit, which has some highly inter- 


esting matter for theatrical libraries. 

Articles by Lee Simonson, John 
Brown and Oliver Saylor are ex- 
planatory, and there are a highly 
interesting selection of reproduc- 
tions from the show. Show was in- 
ternational in scope. which lends 
it more color and import. Some 
Russian and German sets are shown, 
and ome of the leading ones’ in 
America, including one by Nat Kar- 
son, which stands out. 

Mystery Moderne 

R. H. Phillpotts does a workman- 
like job of ‘Journey Downstairs’ 
(Crime Club; $2.) It’s a whodunit 
in the best modern tradition, a bit 
on the roughish side and plenty well 
mixcd with false trails. Could have 
made a film several years ago, but 





perhaps too suggestive for these 
censorial days. 
- a 
Television 


Continued from page 1) 


RCA that long distance hook-ups 
are not practical. 

It is recognized that until trans- 
mitters are in actual operation and 
entertainment sources established 
the public will not purchase receiv- 
ing equipment which, in turn, is a 
first condition for sponsorship even 
on a small scale. Besides stimu- 
lating the building and buying of 
sets through financing television 
transmitters, etc., and thereby put- 
ting people to work, the subsidy 
advocates point out the need for 
America to anticipate European 
countries which threaten to wrest 





Dave Epstein as publicist. - 


television leadership from the U.S. 


CHATTER 

Second edition for ‘Mighty Bar- 
num.’ 

Bayard Kendrick off to MPlorida 
for a cruise with Richard Barry, 
with no destination in mind, Just 
sea-tramping. 

Noel Coward's autobiog about 
three-quarters done, he says. 

Second edition for ‘Cingalese 
Prince’ by Brooks Atkinson. 

Three printings for ‘Little Orvie.’ 

Doubleday, Doran has Murray 
Godwin’s first novel, ‘Exile.’ Godwin 
has been writing for avant garde 
mags for some time. 

Knopf has George Albee’s first 
novel, ‘Not in a Day.’ Set for mid- 
February. 

‘Another Caesar,’ by Alfred Neu- 
mann, dated for Jan. 21 by Knopf, 
has already been published in Brit- 
ish, German, French, Italian and 
Czech editions. 

A new collection of Bunin short 
stories, entitled ‘The Eleghin Af- 
fair,’ due on the Knopf list. 

Aben Kandel off on a quickie to 
Hollywood. 

George Jean Nathan’s first book 
in two years, ‘Passing Judgments,’ 
due Jan. 7. 

Wells Wells is not completely a 
nom de plume. The last half is cor- 
rect, his first name is different. 
Robert Davis off to Mexico to 
write another travel book, his ninth. 
December addition to Modern Li- 
brary is ‘Virgil’s Complete Works.’ 
MacKinlay Kantor’s next novel 
will be laid in the pioneer days on 
the Iowa-Minnesota border. 

Second edition for Sig Spaeth’s 
‘Facts of Life in Popular Song.’ 
Margaret M. Lothrop, daughter of 
Daniel Lothrop, the publisher, has 
gone to the Coast to do some scrib- 
bling. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald staying in 
Baltimore for the Winter to com- 
plete a new novel—a costume ro- 
mance, this time. 

F. P. A.’s own Samuel Pepys’ 
diary, run in his N. Y. Herald- Tri- 
bune column, being collected by 
Essandess for book publication, 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK CITY 


Albany, Dec. 24. 

A Room in Red and White, Inc,; stage 
plays, vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 600 
shares—200 preferred, $100, and 400 com- 
mon, no par value. Dwight D. Wiman, 
137 West 48th street; George Kondolf, 
214 West 42d street, and Eleanor Martin, 
142 East 18th street, all of New York. 

Iceland Skating, Inc.; operate skating 
rinks, etc.; capital stock, 100 shares, no 
par value. Louis J. Brecker and Jos. 
Belford, 1658 Broadway, and George V. 
Hart, 30 Pine street, all of New York. 

British-American Productions, Inc.; 
theatrical attractions and marionette 
shows; capital stock, 200 shares, no par 
value. Peter Clark, 33 West 44th 
street; B. Charles-Dean, 69 West 44th 
street, and John L. Magro, 27 West 44th 
street, all of New York. 

Robson & Productions, Inc.; 
presentation of a play entitled ‘A Hunt- 
ing We Will Go’; capital stock, $10,090. 
Stuart Robson, Alfred W. Berney and 
Paul Berney, all of 229 West 42d street, 
New York. 

Second National Pictures, Ime.; pic- 
tures; capital stock, $20,000. Sydney D. 
Robins, Jacob Goodman and Barnet 
Schilling, all of 1457 Broadway, New 
York. 

Crime and Punishment Productions. 
Inec.; pictures, etc.; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par vaiue. I. Jack London, 
1619 Broadway, New York; Anne Khan, 
1154 President street, Brooklyn, and 
Eleanor. Brook, 1069 Sterling place, 
Brooklyn. 

For-Web Amusement Co., Inc.; operate 
theatres of all kinds; capital stock, 
$1,000. Fannie Schechter, Ernest Maler 
and Irving Mendelsohn, all of 679 
Seventh avenue, New York. 

Theatre Mass, Inc.; business of produc- 
ing shows, etc.; capital stock, 100 shares, 
no par value. Eric Burroughs and Lotte 
M. Burroughs, 925 West End avenue, 
and Klara Deppe, 122 Bank street, all 
of New York. 

Old Maid, Inc.; picture theatres, etc.; 
capital stock, 90 shares.. 30 preferred, 
$1,000, and 60 common, no par value 
Anne Glatterman, Hilda Goldman and 
Howard E. Reinheimer, all of 11 East 
44th street, New York. 

Good-Will Pictures, 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Benjamin Wilensky, Jos. V. Rubino and 
Betty Feldman, all of 220 Broadway, 
New York. 

Fairmay Theatre Corp.; theatrical 
business; capital stock, 30 shares, no par 
value. John J. Babe, L. M. Taby and 
J. A. Lauridsen, all of 90 Broad street, 
New York. 

Francis Carpenter Corp.; theatricals of 
all kinds; capital stock, 250 shares—150 
preferred, $100, and 100 common, no par 
value. H. H. Shepard, Thos, Stokes and 
Alvin Miller, all of 37 Wall street, New 
York, 

Hobby Horses, Inc.; pictures, vaude- 
ville, etc.; capital stock, 100 shares, no 
par value. Louis S. Aldrich, Ann Martin 
and Philip J. Raff, all of 221 West 44th 
street, New York. 

Columbia Sound Company, Inc.; gen- 
eral radio business; capital stock, 200 
shares—100 preferred, $100 and 106 com- 
mon, no par value. Rose Jacobs, 2001 
Douglass street, Brooklyn; Marc Hermelin 
and Fred Goldman, 274 Madison avenue, 
New. York. 

Change of Name 


From American Kadic News Corp. *o 
Hearst Kadio, Inc. Filed by Manhe'm 
Rosenzweig, 2 Columbus circle, Kew 
York, 

Change of Directors and Purposes 

RKO Proctor Corp. 

Statement and Designation 

Crosby Gaige, Inc., 19 North Harrison 


Inc.; films, etc.: 





street, Bast Orange, N. J.; musical and 
dramatic representations; New York of- 


Stock 


Market 





(Continued from page 6) 


had been requested to study capital 
structure readjustment, many in 
Street believed recapitalization 
action was certain. But announce- 
ment at close of director's meeting 
late Friday pointed out that ‘the 
committee recommended against the 
adoption of any plan of recapitali- 
zation at this time and the officers 
and directors of the corporation 
unanimously concurred in this rec- 
ommendation.” The weakness in 
Radio B and easier tone even in 
Radio A earlier in week seemed to 
foreshadow some hitch in plans for 
recapitalization. Feeling Saturday 
was that drive against the Pre- 
ferred B stock did not particularly 
enhance popularity of this highly 
speculative issue. Activity in 
Radio common was reminiscent of 
old days when it was a big favorite. 


Until flurry i Radio shares, Con- 
solidated Film Industries shares 
had held center of stage in amuse- 
ment division, Herbert J. Yates 
announced late in v-eek that agree- 
mert had been closed with Uni- 
versal Pictures whereby Consoli- 
dated is to do all negative develop- 
ing, furnishing of positive prints 
and all release printing along with 
newsreel printing for Universal. 
Estimated that this involves annual 
gross volume of about $2,000,000. 
Consolidated issues were extremely 
active Friday, common getting up 
to a new 1934 high at 6%. It 
closed week at 6% for a gain of 1% 
points. Preferred of company 
climbed to 20%, a new top for this 
year, and wound up at 20, where 
it was up 1% points 


Kodak Attracts 


After its recent decline, Eastmnan 
Kodak again attracted speculative 
interest and rose to 112. It closed 
week at 111, a net gain of 25 points, 
Revival of silver talk, with knowl- 
edge that company has good sized 
silver inventories, aided its upward 
movement. Holiday business for 
firm also played a part in bullish 
activity. 

Favorable earnings report issued 
last day of preceding week enabled 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer preferred to 
edge up to a new peak at 28% in 
small trading. It closed at this 
figure, an advance of five-eights. 

RKO also found itself in center 
of speculative activity as result of 
recapitalization rumors. It went to 
2%, a new top for current move, and 
finished at 2% for a gain of half a 
point, 

Remainder of amusements did not 


$1 including the T6c, cash extra, 
dipped to 33% before finding sup- 
port. It finished week at 34 where 
it was off 1% points. Chartwise 
this leader of amusement group ap- 
pears to be getting into position t 

join in any upward movement o 

market as whole. It has fallen back 
for three successive weeks now. 


Fox A was feeble most of week, 
and closed at bottom price of 12%, 
for a loss of seven-eights. Parae 
mount certificates also were weak 
and finished at 3% where they were 
off half a point. Pathe A was strong 
most of the time and climbed up to 
14% before meeting much resiste 
ance. It fell back towards close 
and wound up on bottom at 13%, 
for a gain of a quarter. Common 
stock of company was off fractional- 
ly at 1. Warner Brothers preferred 
got up to 23% but closed at 21% 
down 1%. Common stock was oft 
fractionally at 4%. 


Warner Brothers common appears 
to building a base around these 
levels for a fair climb, according to 
chart readers. It has been able to 
find bottom around 4 on recent oc- 
casions, and with a revival of in- 
terest in general market in a few 
weeks, some traders expect this 
stock to snap out of it. Fox A 
chartwise also appears to be head- 
ed for better levels shortly. 

Outside of general weakness in 
Paramount liens, amusement bonds 
were strong, three going to new 
1934 highs during week. Loew 68 
registered a new top at 105% where 
they closed for a gain of three- 
quarters. Pathe 7s got up to 100% 
for a new high this year. They 
finished at this level for a gain of 
1% points. RKO debentures soared 
to 41%, a new peak for 1934, and 
closed at 40%, an advance of 4% 
points. Keith 6s also displayed 
marked strength climbing to 70, a 
three-point gain. At this level they 
were only two points from the 1934 
peak. 

Paramount - Famous -L asky 6s 
hovered around the year’s hirh 
early in week but fell back badly 
at close. They finished at 61%, for 
a loss of 3% points. Certificates of 
same showed some early strength 
but drooped near finish to close at 
621%4, where they were down 2% 
points. Paramount-Publix 5%s fol- 
lowed same general trend, falling to 
lowest level at close. Closing figure 
was 61%, making the bonds off 2 
points, Certificates of same fare 
about same, closing on bottom at 
62, for a loss of 2% points. Warner 
Brothers 6s also were weak at close, 





fare so well. Loew’s common, sell- 
ing ex-dividend which amounted to 


* Paid this year. t New 1934 high. {1 
and cash dividends. 


They wound up week at 58%, off 
144. 


Summary for Week Ending Saturday December 22: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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ncludes extra dividend. § Extra 50% stool 





fice, 30 Broad street; Anna Tannerer, 
secretary; 100 shares, no par value, Filed 
by Guy G. Gabrielson, 20 Broad street, 


New York. 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, 

Phil Berg-Bert Allenberg, Inc.; em- 
ployment agency; capital, 120 shares, 
none subscribed. Directors: Phil Berg, 
Leila H. Berg, Bert Allen‘s:rz. 

Certificate changing name of Cinema 
Vogue Publishing Company to Cinema 
Modes Publishing Corp. 

Certificates of dissolution: WRedonlo 
Beach Breeze, Alhambra Publishing Co., 
Glendale Evening News (Co. 

Vocalians; music instruction; capital, 
1£0 memberships, $5 par; permitted to 
issue 100. Directors: Wlillam Gavin, 
Mildred Lewis, Bernice Altstock, J. D. 
Jewkes, Loita Kellogg, Gus Reed, Bar! 








Miller, 


B. & K. DECLARES $5.25 
DIV. ON 77, STOCK 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 
Balaban & Katz last week re- 
sumed payments on the 7% cumu- 
lative preferred stock outstanding. 
Three quarterly payments of $1.78 
each were authorized by the direc- 
tors of the company, covering the 
first three quarters of 1933. Entire 
amount, which is $5.25 per share, 
is payable on Jan. 2 to stockholders 
of record Dee. 24. 
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Going 


Dine 


By Cecelia Ager 





Two Little Girls 

One of the sweetest traditions in 

ctures is that scene wherein the 
aneete homeless for the night—it 
is always raining—takes refuge in 
the hero's apartment and in a pair 
ef his oversize pajamas. 

Latest hercine to conform to this 
gallant custom is Shirley Temple in 
‘Bright Eyes,’ accoutred in gar- 
ments reputed to be James Dunn's 
pajamas, but which resemble more 
the Macon deflated. Since it is not 
considered cricket for the heroine of 
this scene to roll up the legs and 
sleeves and thus make it easier for 
herself, and since Miss Tmple rep- 
resents the forthright American girl 
of five years, she plays it fair and 
aquare. 

There is another little girl in 
‘Bright Eyes,’ Jane Withers, a very 
interesting little girl who likes to 
play machine gun, burglar, and doll 
hospital where sick dolls get worse. 
Miss Withers is equal to her char- 
acterization, dancing about like a 
bat, looking gimlet-eyed at her 
dolls before she tears them limb 
from limb, practicing the piano with 
the ferocity of de Pachman, burst- 
ing with glee whenever she hits 
upon material for tattling. Miss 
Withers is the script daughter of 
Dorothly Christy, who is rich, wears 
white fox looped around the arm- 
holes of a black satin dress, and is 
haughty to her maid. Miss Temple 
is the daughter of Lois Wilson, the 
maid, which explains the difference 
jn the two little girls’ natures. 


Courage and Derrieres 

To bring him closer to the audi- 
ence and make it real chummy-like, 
the Paramount put Fred Waring 
and his Pennsylvanians in the or- 
chestra pit, and sure enough open- 
ing show Friday it was real 
chummy-like, with the younger 
high school set calling him ‘Fred’ 
and asking him to play this and 
that and Fred obliging whenever 
it came next in the routine and 
always smiling anyway. 

But there are a lot of Pennsyl- 
vanians, enough to fill the Para- 
mount orchestra pit without leaving 
much space for the specialties to 

et on and off in, and besides, it is 

mas week, which made the man- 
agement kind of sentimental, and 
go at one end of the pit it built a 
little Santa Claus house and bade 
the specialties enter and. exit 
through its quaint little door. 

Now the specialties were not only 
hard pressed for room, to work in, 
but they had to feel their way cau- 
tiously across to the center of the 
platform so as not to bump into 
the mikes nor the Pennsylvanians 
nor trip over the mike wires, and 
after they had done their stint they 
had to go back along the same pre- 

rious route until they reached the 
ittle door, at which point a new 
threat lurked. Now they must first 
bend over, their backs to the audi- 
ence, so as to get through the 
Quaint little door at all, and next 
they must step down the steps it 
Masks. On Friday ‘Babs’ Ryan and 
the Lane Sisters were going through 
this awkward procedure with a fine 
show of young courage and der- 
fieres. 

Miss Ryan is young all over and 
cute enough to justify the ‘Babs,’ 
@nd the Lane Sisters are young, too. 

hey all have fetching childlike 
yoices and a heguiling way of using 
them, and Miss Ryan is sweet in 
her honey colored heavy silk frock 
that matches her honey colored hair 
riffled on top into a mass of curled 

ngs. Lane Sisters are just as 
Sweet in their heavy pink lace 
Gresses buttoning straight up to the 
starched peter pan lace collars that 
Match the starched little wing 
sleeves. When the Misses Ryan 
anc Lane do a number all together, 
they wear the same model bias 
Batin frock, sleek and proud of 
their young flat diaphragms, only 
One is red and one is white and 
One is grown-up black. 





Wait-ah! 

Kitty Carlisle’s a princess, 
ll right. You can tell, in ‘Here Is 
fry Heart,’ by the way she says 
“waiter. She says ‘wait-ah.’ She 
has to say it dozens of times In the 
icture, and she never misses once. 
ometimes it is her royal caprice to 
ive it a little more ‘ah’ than the 

st time, but that’s all. 
_ Miss Carlisle’s got lots more regal 
@ttributes, too. All her clothes are 
éut on princesse lines, for one 
ing, and she’s got a white satin 
4Ounging robe banded in white 
ine encrusted with ermine tails, 
hich, anybody knows, has been 
poosenined as a symbo)] of royalty 
r years and hundreds of years. 


Yes, 


Furthermore, Miss Carlisle’s clothes 
are all beautifully fitted-—simple, 
fashioned from rich fabrics and 
aristocratically arrogant about dis- 
playing Miss Cariisle’s splendid 
chest. Miss Carlisle also has a 
noble bearing and sits straight at 
the table; she always holds her chin 


high, and, when necessary, looks 
down her nose; and her coiffure, 
parted in the middle and drawn 


gracefully over her ears, elongates 
her head in a most patrician way. 

‘Here Is My Heart’ appreciates 
deeply the honor of presenting such 
a thorough-going princess, sur- 
rounding her with sets of great dis- 
tinction, all done in white, that re- 
veal what a treasure of ideas for 
modern decor may be found in 
classic Greece. 

Alison Skipworth, very neatly 
groomed, serves Miss Carlisle as 
lady-in-waiting, and Cecelia Parker, 
in a not too musical comedy uni- 
form, is Miss Carlisle’s pretty 
blonde maid. 





Yuletide Thoughts 


Though on the face of it, it would 
seem impossible for the Music Hall 
Rockettes’ ‘Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers’ to get any better—it has 
always been that good, still noth- 
ing, well, hardly anything, is im- 
possible to the Rockettes. Espe- 
cially at Yuletide, when the pro- 
gram says that they are to be the 
Music Hall’s Xmas _ present to 
everybody, simply everybody. 

So, inspired by the magnitude of 
such a destiny, the conscientious 


i Rockettes have thought and thought 


how to be worthy of it, with the 
lily-painting result that now when 
they march wooden-like, they don’t 
even bend their knees, they don’t 
even raise their gifted feet from the 
floor, they just slide them, which 
makes them that more wooden; and 
furthermore, when they fall over 
for the finish, they do it much more 
slowly, which makes the finish take 
longer and that much more fun to 
watch. 


Meanwhile the Music Hall itself 
has been thinking, thinking away 
about little children loosed for their 
Xmas _ holidays. For them _ the 
Music Hall has devised ‘The En- 
chanted Forest,’ an operetta filled 
with bright colors, gaily fantastic 
costumes, with tle Ballet Corps as 
a wonderful woodland caterpillar 
that takes off its sweet-faced head 
and then separates itself into indi- 
vidually dancing sections, with the 
Rockettes as delicious looking Gin- 
gerbread Men with strawberry 
frosting, with the Ballet Corps back 
again as toe dancing good fairies 
with stars in their hair and white 
mist skirts, with a grasshopper, a 
four-piece frog orchestra, a witch 
who gets hers all right, and a grand 
finale that restores the Httle lost 
brother and sister to the arms of 
their parents, but not until their 
return is preceded by a parade with 
jumping-jacks, hobby horses, sau- 
sage men, fairies, the Merry Vil- 
lagers, and they themselves make 
their entrance riding triumphantly 
on a beautiful float. 


Whenever the Music Hall thinks 
about little children loosed for the 
holidays, it always thinks good, 
kind, tenderly fantastic thoughts— 
maybe a little longish thoughts, but 
never, never, scarey ones. 





Property Boom 





(Continued from page 7) 


erators are asking a price equiva- 
lent to 10 times the annual profit. 
That is, a theatre netting $10,000 a 
year has an asking price of $100,000 
for the operating right. Occasion- 
ally a theatre operator is found who 
will turn over the house for seven 
times the annual profit; never less. 


And most of the theatre-hunters 
are determined not to pay more 
than two years the annual net for 
any house. They can’t see paying 
100 grand for a house and waiting 
10 years before they’re even. 


This tug-of-war has resulted in 
practically no turnover of theatre 
properties recently. Everyone with 
houses is sitting tight. Very few 
theatres in town are in the red, and 
the expectations for the neighbor- 
hood theatres are getting brighter 
each day. This is due to the prac- 
tical elimination of percentage deals 
on picture product in Chicago. Only 
Metro continues to insist on per- 
centage and preferred playing time 
and the exhibs this season got to- 
gether to lay off Metro unless the 





exchange sold on a flat rental basis. 





Did You Know That— 





Nancy Carroll stopped traf- 
fic, in Saks Fifth Ave., doing 
her Xmas shopping.... Victor 
Moore is all dressed up by a 
new tailor....Ruby de Remer 
and Ben Throop will sail around 
the world with Mary Lewis and 
Sadie Murray....Major Bowes 
is giving a New Year’s Eve 
party in his apartment at the 
Capitol....Joe Rivkin will be 
eastern representative for Hal 
Roach....The Helen Menken- 
Judith Anderson play is re- 
hearsing all night these nights. 
...Phil Harris has gone hunt- 
ing near Lake Placid....Hilda 
Glider will do the honors Christ- 
mas Day for her friends who 
live in hotels....Ruth Morris 
returns to Broadway next week. 
...-Pat Casey is having tonsil 
trouble....Mr. and Mrs. Char- 
lie Koerner, of Boston, will 
Christmas in town.... Mas- 
cotte Harris is pulling for that 
Miami engagement....Mrs. 
Harry Lenets got a pup as a 
gift....Sylvia Sullivan cele- 
brated her baby’s fourth birth- 
day last week....That was 
Vivian Duncan walking on 46th 
st. with that enormous dog.... 
The gals were sighing over 
Jimmy Cagney at the opening 
of ‘The Sky’s the Limit’ Mon- 
day night....Dorothy Fields 
wins the prize on the cutest 
Xmas card this year....Betty 
Lawford lunched at 21 on 
Wednesday....Also Mickey 
Loew, Madeline Gaxton, Lillian 
Emerson, Dudley Field Malone, 
Cobina Wright, Bobbie Per- 
kins....Mrs, Cloria Vanderbilt 
was fitting such lovely dresses 
last week on 54th st....Bert 
Lytell’s fighting the flu. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(Continued from page 43) 


sticking to ‘Le Voyage en Suisse’ 
in its fourth or fifth season. 














the profitable museum freaks. 





Horseman was advertising for 
jobs to show his six performing 
bronchos, but added he would pre- 
fer to sell them. Confidence. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Lewis J. Selznick declared the 
prodticer-owned theatre never had 
worked and never would. Very 
emphatic. 





First National was announcing a 
new franchise scheme under the 
caption of ‘Independence at Last!’ 
Paramount was closing in on the 
organization. Plan was to sell on a 
pro rata scheme, each house being 
assessed a definite percentage of 
the cost. 





Earl Carroll was suing Selznick 
Corp. for payment for a film fea- 
ture he wrote and gave Herbert 
Brennon. Said he got no payment, 
though the pic was running at the 
Capitol. 





A. L. Erlanger in the courts to 
prevent Marc Klaw and associates 
from disposing of the former firm’s 
N. Y. theatres. A move to retain 
control of he houses. 





Met Op. issued rules for its chirp- 
ers. No dogs, no card games and 
no wraps or canes on the stage at 
rehearsals. 





Equity gave a ball with Ethel 
Barrymore as the star feature. 
More than 2,000 crowded into the 
Astor ballroom. Pageant had Miss 
Barrymore crowned queen. 





‘Peg o’ My Heart’ had been made 
by Famotis Players. J. Hartley 
Manners took them into court. Pro- ; 
duction permitted to be released 
after certain excisions had been 
made, 





Friars’ Frolic drew $25,000 at the 
Lexington theatre. 





Vaudeville authors talking of 
forming an association for mutual 
protection. Chiefly featured the 
collection angle, 





American plays were doing #80 
well in Australia that plenty were 
eyeing the Antipodes, 





tabulation Varisty showed 


A bearded fat woman was one of: 


Among the Women 


Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
CAROLE LOMBARD 
(‘Gay Bride’—Picture) 








Glamorous Carole Lombard is at her best in ‘The Gay Bride’ at the 
Rialto. Seen first as a chorus girl in a revue, she is bare of body with but 
crystal panties and brassiere, In a song number she is in a white dress 
with huge polka dots and a large fiop hat. As a stage bride a wedding 
dress of many layers of net ruffles is worn with a veil with a sort of 
Normandy headdress. Several negligees carry fluffy collars of net or 
feathers. A black dress had organdie collars and cuffs and another 
black velvet dress was worn with an ermine tibbet held in place with a 
large diamond brooch. The small hat had a high flare. A beautiful lame 
gown was criss-crossed at the bodice and ran around the skirt in a 
graceful band. A crinkly lame had but a pair of clips as ornaments. 
An odd creation was of dark cloth with buttoned bodice with a tiny 
hip ruffle. Metallic threads ran through a cloth dress with a metal 
buckle as its sole trimming. Striped silk tunic was worn with a cloth 
skirt, and a black velvet traveling outfit was worn with sables. A 
mink coat and a cloth two-piece suit completed a very gorgeous warde 
robe. The hats for the most part were of the small pointed variety. 





‘Stars’ Finds Its Stride 


‘Calling All Stars,’ at the Hollywood theatre, has found its stride and 
is a grand show. The no encore policy makes for the fastest revue seen 
in these parts in many a day. A row of show girls in rust colored satin 
skirts, with brown sequin tunics, call the stars to order. Mitzi Mayfair, 
in beige jodhpurs, terra-cotta vest, white shirt and brown tie, is joined 
by the girls in white jodhpurs, green vests, black and white scarfs and 
green caps. Estelle Jayne wears a powder blue suit with black fur 
trimming. Patricia Bowman does her well known toe work in a white 
chiffon shading to black, with the girls dressed in satin gowns ranging 
from black to greys, and to black. The models of these costumes are of 
straight lines with a row of square buttons down one side. Saucer-like 
collars surround the neck. 

Ella Logan leads a beautifully dressed number. Costumes are of white 
with colored ring pattern. A two layer stage has the girls as red devils 
with long-tailed costumes com')ined with purple. Martha Ray heads a 
jungle number in a costume made mostly of uncurled ostrich feathers, 
: The girls are a riot of color associated mostly with Indians. The little 
Mayfair wears a green lace dress with violets for trimming. The bodice 
was of matching metallic material. Another costume worn by this miss 
consisted of blue sequin pants and bodice made in one piece. Collar 
and revers were of ermine with cap and gloves matching. A red, 
white and blue number was delightful. The taller girls were in net 
gowns of a checked pattern worn with huge hats and bouquets tied with 
blue meline. The smaller girls were in Kiki costumes of red skirts and 
blue bodices. Another number had a night club scene way up in the 
flies with the dancers in white evening gowns and feather capes. On the 
stage proper the entire chorus were in a rainstorm clad in raincoats. 

Another colorful item had the girls in Havana, headed by Gertrude 
Niesen, in red velvet with train hung with black and white chenille 
balls, hat matching. The girls in black taffeta ruffled skirts with cerise 
tops and white hats. Miss Niesen also wore, for a solo, a crystal robe, 
Miss Bowman appeared for a moment in a white full-skirted dress dotted 
in black and white. Billi Livingston and Veronica are credited with the 
costuming and it’s a swell job. 





Four Days, and Plenty 


The Capitol has a picture in for four days, and four days is quite sufe 
ficient. It is a football picture called ‘The Band Plays On’. One incident 
is taken bodily from the musical, ‘Good News’. Betty Furness, the only 
girl in the picture, goes through college in the regulation clothes consist- 
ing of a camel's hair coat, a sports jacket and a couple of simply made 
frocks. 

Stage show opens with a chorus singing Christmas carols in olde 
fashioned costumes. A white draped stage is the setting for a white 
ballet. The layers of net skirts are embroidered sunburst fashion in 
silver. A woman soloist is in a hooped costume of white with coque 
feathers half way up the skirt and around the shoulders. A satin cap is 
decorated with feathers. 

A tiny solo dancer is in short, white ruffled skirt, satin bodice and 
small cap. The kid number for the finish has the chorus as boys in 
black velvet pants, white blouses, and as girls in short, pink baby dressem 





Unit at the Palace 


Palace is housing a unit called ‘Sidewalk Cafe’, an entertaining offering, 
A chorus of 16 girls opens proceedings in white dresses with red frilling 
around the neck. One girl is in white lace with chiffon accordion pleate 
ing inserted in the skirt. A sash is of blue and rose. Two girls wear 
white frills on green frocks and another miss is in yellow taffeta. 

In a garden scene half the girls are in green organdy.and the other 
eight in yellow. The dresses have ruches at the knees and armholes, 
Small hats are green, the same shade as the gloves. Ermine tails sprinkle 
blue dresses worn by two dancers. Silver bands the neck and bodice 
Black skirts are worn by the chorus with silver jackets. 

A girl doing a comedy prima donna is in green with gold at the hips 
Most unusual is a red-haired miss in orange velvet with a silver bib and 
gold slippers. She does a lazy character and one acrobatic bit brings 
a demand for more, 





Military Roxy 

Roxy theatre goes military this week with the entire company in the 
dress uniforms of the army. Two girls 2 pages look well in grey velvet 
tunics over tights of the same shade. Sam Brown belts and caps are red, 
Crystal robes with no linings are worn by the Gae Foster girls who 
carry fans of pink shading to red. Two girls are in pink satin dresses 
with a ruffle running around the skirt and half way up the back. Gine, 
DeQuincey and Lewis have the girl of this team in white with a red 
bow at the back. Lillian Shade has on her familiar lame gown of many 
colors. 

‘Anne of Green Gables’ is the picture and very nice, too. Ann Shirley 
as the kid from the orphanage develops later into a very good looking 
girl. There are no clothes to speak of. Helen Westley does much towards 
the success of this picture, 





seating capacity of 69,863. Of these, 
three were Yiddish and three on 


MARRIAGES 


the subway circuit. e Times Sq. Alta Warsawka to Normar 
sector seated 57.069. In addition | Steppe, in Waukegan, Ill, Dec. 81, 
there were eight picture spots, 


Bride igs dancer, groom is booking 
agent with Music Corporation ig 
Chicago, 

Hela Lindeloff to Richard Gump, 
Oct. 29, Ventura, Cal. Bride {@ 
Danish actress. Second try for 
groom. 

Rosalie Castner to Earl Rettig, 
Dec. 9, Agua Caliente. Groom { 
business manager of Jesse Lash? 


counting the New York and the 
Roof as two, yielding 17,488 seats. 





Music pubs flirting with the idea 
of making their own music rolls 


~ BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Langdon, gon, 
Dee, 17, in Los Angeles. Father is 











there were 50 legit theatres with a 





the film comedian. unit at Fox. 
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tor of music for a Hartford radio} 
station, WTIC, but washed up there | 
Dec. 6. 

Katherine Standing pinch 
for Margalo Gillmore in 
Forge’. Flu attack. 

Peter Joseph Engel’s ‘Minnehaha,’ 
American opera, to be given for two 


hitting | 
‘Valley 














weeks at the Manhattan, starting 
Jan. 4. For benefit of sick Indian | 
fund. 

American Broadcasting Co. loses } 
its case avainst two men who alleg- | 
edly destroyed broadcasting equip- 


ment at the Army-Notre Dame game 
at Yankee Stadium. Defendants 
were dismissed last Tuesday (18) in 
Bronx court. 

Billy Bryant moves his showboat 
troupe to Philly. Later he will come 


to New York and show how ‘Ham- 
let’ should be played. 

City establishes 17 areas where 
old sutecs may be abandoned. To 
check the practice of just leaving 
them in the gutter. 

City flooded with an additional 
5,409,009 pennies to help make 
change on the sales tax. 


Jack Dovle’s billiard rooms raided 
Thursday (18). Doyle charged with 
keeping a gaming house, and Phillip 
Cardello, an employee, held as a 
common gambler. Police gathered 
in 14 patrons who later were dis- 
charged in night court. Doyle had 
to hustle bail in order to keep a 
broadcast date over WHN. Raid due 
to an anonymous complaint. Hear- 
inz Dee. 27. 

Sale of musical and other treas- 
ures in the penthouse of Jascha Hei- 
fetz Tuesday (18) netted $4,366 for 
unemployed musicians. 

Sam Harris waiting for Tallulah 
Bankhead to say ‘Yes.’ If she does, 
he'll revive ‘Rain.’ 

Charles Collins to leave ‘Say 
When’ to go to London for ‘Merry 
Go Round.’ 

Claims of George Bancroft, Cary 
Grant, Raymond Guion and Fred A. 
Datig against Paramount trustees 
given an airing before Special Mas- 
ter Joyce Tuesday (18). Adjourned 
to Jan, 14. 

Charles Mulhauser asking $100,000 
from Len Bernie for allegedly alien- 
ating his wife, Ethel. Latter is Ber- 
nie’s sister. Asks for examination 
before trial. 

George Bernard, trustee for the 
Lucinda shop, wins a $3,000 judg- 
ment against Peggy Fears. 

Seven of the men arrested, for 
using candid cameras on the streets 
fined $5 each for obstructing the 
streets. On complaint of Commis- 
sioner Moss. 

‘Kykunkor,’ African opera, in re- 
vised form at the Channin theatre 
for A holiday run. 

Prince Randion, armless and leg- 
less and long a museum attraction, 
died in a 14th street museum 
Wednesday (19). Brought over for 
the Barnum show, he made his 
American debut at Huber’s, only a 
few doors from where he died. 

Widow of the late Tex Rickard 
awarded $2,628 from the estate ‘in 
full reimbursement’ for the $14,050 
she had spent from her own funds 
for their daughter, Maxine. Also 
allowed $700 from the estate for the 
support of the child to the end of 
1935, or at the rate of $50 a month. 
Child was residuary legatee, but 
there was no residue until a life 
trust to his mother-in-law was con- 
verted to the estate at her death 
revently. 

* anagers warned by legit code 
authority that they must not allot 
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made application, but about a dozen, 
including Leo Newman and Acme, 
are still off the reservation. 


Phyllis Emerson, Cherokee chorus 
sirl, loses her breach suit against 
Nathan Stern. Court opined her 


heart could not have been that bad- 
ly broken, since she shortly married 
another men. Case dismissed. 

Walter Damrosch to conduct a 
Wagner opera at the Met some time 
in February, in observation of his 
50th year as a conductor. 

Jerome Mayer pians to do Obey’s 
‘Noah’ early next year. Has been 
giving only amateur production in 
this country. Same writer did Kath- 
Cornell's ‘Lucrece.’ 

I:quity to ask that the League of 
New York Theatres assign a ratio 
between junior and senior members 
to be employed in any production. 
Charges NRA causes the managers 
to select lower-priced junior players. 
Josef Lhevinne, pianist, cancelled 
three weeks of appearances when he 


slipped on the sidewalk and frac- 
tured a rib. 
Word from London that Paul 


Robeson will go to Russia as the 
guest of Sergei Eisenstein, picture 
producer. Has learned the lan- 
guage. 

Stowkowski in an armistice with 
the Philly symph. They’ll reappoint 
the board of directors to suit his 
ideas, and he may stick around. 

Mrs. Eleabor Bennett Danahy, 
formerly of musical comedy, fell or 
leaped to her death from the roof 
of her apartment Thursday (20). 
Had been suffering from a nervous 
ailment. Believed she fell. 

French furrier suing Pola Negri 
for $2,000 in Paris. 

‘So Many Paths’ 
Albert Bannister. 

Distillery has arranged with 
Western Union to receive orders 
for its brand of liquor for transmis- 
sion to dealers. Consumer merely 
phones the order, and around it 
comes. 

Fashion 
pick Mrs. 
dressed woman 


to be tried by 


designers in New York 
Roosevelt as the best 
in public life and 
Kay Francis is the most smartly 
gowned screen player. Ina Claire 
gets the stage title. A bid to share 
the best dressed woman publicity 
from Paris. 

Philip Faversham, son of William 
Faversham and Julie Opp, makes 
his B’way debut Jan. 8 in ‘Fly Away 
Home.’ 

Sidney Franklin's libel suit 
against Columbia pics for calling 
him a bull thrower in the supreme 
court. Franklin getting yards of 
publicity. Friday Judge Carew saw 
the film in the Columbia projection 
room. Off the record he seemed 
to favor Franklin. Deceision after 
friefs are filed Jan. 8. 

Lewis Casson, English actor, here 
to spend the holiday with his wife, 
Dame Sybil Thorndike. 

Maine state-operated liquor stores 
opened Saturday (22). First legal 
sale in 75 years. 

Abbott & Dunning changes ‘Co- 
respondent Unknown’ to ‘Jane Doe.’ 
George Abbott will stage as soon 
as he can assemble a cast. 

Henry Hull may take the lead in 
Albert Bien’s production of ‘Jour- 
neyman.’ Role is said to resemble 
Jeeter Lester, only more so. Others 
are ‘To Make My Bread’ and ‘Heay- 
enly Express.’ Bien figures 
‘Children’s Hour’ may be paving 
the way for a renewal of ‘Little Old 

30y.’ 

Hotel St. Moritz, after an experi- 
mental run of 12 months or more, 
decides to make Celebrity Nights a 
permanent weekly feature. 

Heavy gales of the past week put 
a crimp in the rum runners. Not 
a single vessel able to maintain 
station offshore. 

Canadian Pacific 
of Britain came into port Saturday 
morning and left on a Christmas 
cruise four hours later. Meanwhile 
she had discharged passengers and 
cargo, refueled, restocked the larder 
and taken aboard new linen. Came 
in a day late, owing to storms. 

Police alarm out for Anna May 
Summerfield, night club dancer 
known as Bobby Brooks. She had 
been dancing at the El Roy club, 
Newburgh, but missing 19 days, so 
her parents appealed to the police. 

Tallulah Bankhead collapsed in 
her dressing room Friday night 
(21). Uleerated throat. ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ closed tyvo nights. 

Met opening complete sellout day 
before performance. 


Pearson & Baruch will follow 
‘Little Shot’ with ‘Distinguished 
tathering.’ English play by James 
Parrish. 


David Stoneman, Boston attorney, 
given $75,000 verdict against Fox 
Films, He asked for $250,000, al- 
leging misrepresentation and loss 
of commissions. Suit in Cambrige. 

Noel Coward's ‘Private Lives’ to 
be done in Paris. 

Appellate division of supreme 
court denied Fay Webb Vallee’s ap- 
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Marked bills, left in the wash- 
room of the Metro theatre, Bronx 
picture house, trapped Joe. Barti- 
moccia. He had sent 203 threaten- 
ing letters through the mail it is 
alleged. Named the washroom as 
the depository. 

Buster Collier, who previously 
denied nis engagement to Marie 
Stevens, took out a marriage license 
in Greenwich. Wedding set for 
Jan. 1. At the Morton Downeys'’s. 

Bowen-Biltmore hotels in bank- 
ruptcy. Operators of the Com- 
modore. 

Phila cops shut seven nabe houses 
where benefits were planned for last 
last Sunday (23). Plans had been 
made for 58 shows but all but seven 
seared off in advance. Food and 
clothing instead of cash for admis- 
sion. 

Moscow Art Players to open for 
four weeks Feb. 15. 

Mae Wallace, who has been a 
chorus girl, swallowed poison Sun- 
day in her room at the Chelsea 
hotel then tipped the police and 
newspapers. Bellevue hosp. No 
danger. 

After safely moving a lion from 
Jersey City to a 6th Ave. side show. 
Arthur Taylor went back to show a 
friend how fearless he is. Stuck an 
arm through the cage. He'll be all 
right in a few weeks if blood poi- 
soning does not occur. 


Coast 


Man Mountain Dean, wrestler, 
made defendant in L.A. in suit for 
$60,000 filed by youth, who charges 
he was set upon and beaten by the 
be-whiskered giant. 


Margaret Perry, N. Y. stage 
actress, revealed on receiving a di- 
vorce in Reno from Winsor Brown 
French, Clevland newspaperman, 
that she would marry Bobby Burns, 
screen actor. 


Verna Hillie, film actress, filed 
suit in L.A. for divorce from Frank 
Gill, Jr., radio playwright. Alleges 
she was restricted to an allowance 
of $2 a week. 


Bonnie Bellamy, radio entertainer, 
divorced in L.A. from Joseph 
Hickey, dancer. 


Mary A. Dupee, double for Mar- 
lene Dietrich, settled out of court 
her $28,000 damage suit for injuries 
received in an auto wreck. 

Ruth Clifford, former screen act- 
ress, demands back payments of 
$300 for support of her gon before 
starting suit for divorce from James 
Cornelius, L. A. realtor. 

L. A. Police demand return of po- 
lice badge presented to David Hut- 
ton, former spouse of Aimee Semple 
McPherson. 

Arthur Grier, musician, ordered 
by L. A. Court to pay his divorced 
wife $20 a week for three years. 

Virginia Cherrill awarded weekly 
alimony of $167 from Cary Grant 
pending trial of her divorce suit. 

Judgment of $1,000 awarded in L. 
A. to Marchen Jorgensen, concert 
pianiste, against Lew Brice. 

Federal Judge James in Los An- 
geles warned the Duncan sisters he 
will tolerate no further delay in 
their court fight to have $500,000 in 
debts outlawed in a bankruptcy 
action. 

Second indictment voted by L. A. 
grand jury against Vilma Aknay 
and Sari Fedak, Hungarian act- 
resses, accusing them of conspiring 
to ‘falsely move and maintain’ a 
suit against Ernest Vajda, play- 
wright, who recently and success- 
fully defended himself against a 








$250,000 breach of promise action 
filed by Miss Aknay. 
David Lamson, recently granted 


a new trial in the matter of the 
death of his wife at Palo Alto, may 
accept stage offers if acquitted, he 
said. 

Eric Von Stroheim, hailed into 
court in L. A. for failure to pro- 
vide for his 18-year-old son, de- 
clared that his earnings this year 
amounted to but $4,000 and that he 
was forced to pawn his personal be- 
longings to meet living expenses. 

Damage of $3,000 caused by a fire 
which broke out in the projection 
booth of National Screen in Holly- 
wood. 

Hazel 
$50,000 against 


Fitzgerald filed suit for 
L. <A. brewery, 


in advertising matter without her 
consent. 

Los Angeles county grand jury 
will investigate charges of Irene 
Franklin that her husband, Jerry 





Jarnagin, was murdered last Aug. 
19 and was not a suicide as found 
by coroner's jury. 

Los Angeles Times goes dramatic 
and will present its own players in 
‘Pop Goes the Weasel,’ for three 
nights, at the Mayan theatre. Jack 
LaRue guest star. 

Life insurance policy for $30,000 
will be used to pay off debts of 
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time he was accused of bilking film 
players out of many thousands dol- 
lars in a phony stock deal. 

Los Angeles philharmonic orches- 
tra will disband unless $57,000 is 
raised. pce 


Suit for divorce filed in L. A. by | 


wife of Charles Ray. 


Elizabeth Allan announced her 
separation from William O'’Bryen, 
London agent. 

Nadine Dore, one time ‘Miss Los 


Angeles,’ files suit to have her Fox! 


contract cancelled. 

Dope charge made in L. A. 
against four physicians by former 
wife of Roy D'Arcy, seeking len- 
iency on a bad check charge. 

Bernice Hansen, the voice of 
Mickey Mouse, was awarded $25 


damages in her suit for $5,000, the. 


outgrowth of aie scuffle with a 
woman for whom she had done 
dressmaking. 


Charlie Chase and his estranged 
wife reported reunited. 

Bandits tied C. D. Adams, film 
studio worker, to the steering wheel 
of his car and frisked him for $18 
and a watch. 

L. A. court rules that Jack Kearns 
is not the father of 9-year-old 
daughter of Elizabeth Williams, for- 
mer clerk in Jack Dempsey’s hotel 
in Los Angeles. 

Barbara Barondess, film actress, 
reported loss of $1,500 mink coat. 

Ted Doner haled in L. A, Court 
for being $984 in arrears to his for- 
mer wife. 

Bette Davis: tagged for doing 70 
mi. p.h. 

Damages of $10,165 demanded of 
Phillips Holmes for injuries re- 
ceived by boy in auto crash, 


Midwest 


K-9 Club, femme impersonation 
org., closed by order of Mayor Kelly 
of Chicago, who stated he will bring 
up a new ordinance before the 
council to prohibit impersonation of 
the opposite sex in any place of en- 
tertainment in Chicago. 

Government started new investi- 
gation of the Motion Operators 
union in Chicago and started to look 
into the incomes of the various of- 
ficers. 

James Petrillo, chief of the Chi- 
cago Musicians Union, appointed 
member of the general park board 
by Mayor Kelly. 








Anzac Quota 


(Continued from page 11) 


due friction between America, Eng- 
land and Australia, 

Australia has not yet turned out 
one pic that has met with approval 
in America and England. Local 
men have a lot to learn in the pro- 
duction sphere. Country has not a 
single director, scenario writer or 
cutter measuring up to world stand- 
ard. 

Recognized units, such as Cine- 
sound, are in the game to stay. 
Their sponsors know that they must 
buy experience in pic making from 
overseas. This is why the are send- 
ing men to America and England to 
get a thorough grip of the art. Men 
like Dan Carroll, figuring on local 
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Week End Vaude 


(Continued from page 43) 
displayed a much improved 
stage personality, but he’s still lost 
when he gets away from the piano. 
Milt Douglas ciosed, using a male 
and femme stooge. Douglas goes a 
bit blue on material a la Phil Baker, 
particularly the cross fire between 
he and the stooge in the box. Act, 
however, pleased and served as a 
geod closer for an otherwise draggey 





bill. Show carries the title, ‘Calling 

All Stars,’ but Lew Brown hasn't 

heard of it. Call, 
Frolics 


Sameness of several acts took a 
lot of kick out of last week's show, 
but acts were crammed with laughs 
so most of the patrons overlooked 
that the grand piano was on five 
times as an accessory to single 
singers. 

Kitchens, flying act, opened. Boys 
recently switched from ground bar 
to rigging, so muffed several catches, 
but managed to please with a double 
flip fiinish. Don Roberts, singer 
from radio with Peter Smith at the 
piano, finished strong, but the hand 
was mainly for the gray-haired 
Smith, composer of ‘Down By the 
Old Mill Stream,’—Roberts’ three 
numbers were from Dixie. Margo 
Armour, doing an imitation of Joe 
Penner, followed in one. Girl dis- 


‘played a good personality and some 


fair hoofing, plus holding her end 
up in gagging with Paul Gerrits, 
who m.c'd. 

Bill Sully and Helen Eby Rock, 
showing for the first time as a 
team, came out with some good 
comedy, working along musical com- 
edy lines. Half of the act was taken 
up with the team in a taxi, with 
Miss Rock on the make. Idea is 
not new, but done well here. It 
should be okay for what vaude is 
left. 

International Ballet, four boys 
dressed as bums, did classical danc- 
ing and stopped the show cold. 
Could have done more, but begged 
off. Hiller and Riley, on before 
intermission, also held up the pro- 
ceedings. Pair are typical vaude 
with surefire chatter. Miss Hiller’s 
voice is strong enough to give the 
act a sock finish. 

Pat Patterson, colored banjoist, 
opened after the _ interval. Lad 
whipped the life out of his instru- 
ment and, after three encores, still 
had them yelling for more. Trick 
banjo has several pedals, giving un- 
usual variation to his blues nume 
bers, particularly ‘Mood Indigo.’ 
Kathryn Manners, backed by an ac- 
companist, sang three numbers in 
good voice. Miss Manners is the 
typical musical lead and sells her 
numbers in that fashion. Did well, 
but was in a tough spot. 

Buster Shaver, with George and 
Ollie Brasno, midgets, in next-to- 
closing. Ollie has gotten a repue- 
tation as hot stuff with the picture 
mob, who've been hearing, but not 
seeing, her Mae West bit. When 
she did the West stuff, they sat back 
and gave her everything. Tying 
the show in a knot she quit with, 
‘The show’s so long and I’m so short, 
goodnight.’ 

Nan Blackstone closed with three 
off color numbers having no place 
in a theatre. With a personality 
and ability that makes blue material 
unnecessary, Miss Blackstone em- 
barrassed the audience. Stags went 
for it, but regular patrons elevated 
their noses. 

Manny Harmon and his orchestra, 


production, propose bringing experts; in the pit for the first time, are an 
from the U. S. to teach the localites improvement over previous bands 


just how. 


playing this show. 
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FOR TONIGHT’S PREMIERE 


OF THE 
REVUE 





alt 


Benefit of N. Y. American Christmas Fund 


at the amazing new 3-miliion 
dollar theatre-restaurant 


introducing 
RUSSELL PATTERSON'S 


MARIONETTE BAR 


3 Dance Orchestras... 
Matchless Cuisine... 
Perfect Service 


FRENCH CASINO 


7th Avenue and SOth Street 
Reservations — New Year’s Eve — COlumbus 5-3834 
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Ike Rose is 69 today (Xmas). 


Birthday for Marjorie Ford to- | 
gorrow (Wed.). 
Orange blossoms for Evelyn 


Langfelt, sec to Rudy Vallee. 

Friars’ feed to Lou Holtz Sat- 
wrday night (22) played to S.R.O. 

Vaude bookers’ gifts, shrinking 
for years, hit a new low this Yule- 
tide. 

Roadhouse in New Jersey, not far 
from New York, calls itself Clark 
Gables. 

Ned Depinet left New York Sat- 
urday (22) for a brief vacash in 
Florida. 

Jeff McCarthy on the mend after 
a wrenched back suffered in getting 
out of a cab. 

Philip Seletsky, film buyer with 
M. & P. Publix, is the latest Ken- 
tucky colonel. 

Joe Phillips has picked another 
tall girl, Olive Sibley, as his latest 
vaude partner. 

Brock Pemberton ensconced in 
former offices of Winthrop Ames 
atop Little theatre. 

Jimmy Durante’s two sets of holi- 
day cards, leveling with Jeanne and 
then gagging on himself. 

Jeanette Mendelsohn has 80 
many plants and the like in her 
ottice it looks like a florist shop. 

Allen Rivkin, writer, blew in from 
the Coast on Sunday (23) with Mrs. 
Rivkin, for about a month’s stay. 

ixhibs threw W. Ray Johnson a 
lunch in Boston, the Mono presi- 
dent getting out of bed to attend it. 

Herschel Stuart planed to Texas 
for home, Xmas and Faith and Nell 
Stuart. Expected back Wednesday 
(26). 

Joe Cook’s set of three Xmas 
ecards, one about Shultz’s, one anent 
Kelly’s and then the hermit of Sleep- 
less Hollow. 

Nate Spingold, Columbia Pictures 
exec, left for Florida Friday for a 
brief vacation. Expects to return 
immediately after New Year's. 

Harry Burns went deer hunting 
in Jersey last week, but didn’t catch 
a deer. He would have caught a 
rabbit, only the rabbit got away. 

Harry Norwood, the agent, had all 
his clothes and Xmas gifts burned 
in a fire in his apartment in the 
Gorham, He escaped in his pa- 
jamas. 

Polly Moran, who claims she first 
coined the ‘biggies’ and the ‘small- 
jes,’ is now propagating ‘the young- 
jes’ and the ‘oldies’ as her latest 
slanguage. 

Boris Morros won a flock of 
lunches on three different bets 
with Leon Netter on what ‘President 
Vanishes’ would gross in its first 
week at the Par. 

Newsies complaining that, with 
people needing the pennies for sales 
taxes, they’re losing the odd change 
which folks used to leave when 
buying the papers. 

Jerome B. Harrison, manager of 
the Europa for the Goldberg broth- 
ers tn Philly, who also own the 55th 
Street, N. Y., hopped in for a peek 
of the big town late last week. 

Eddie Smith (Leddy & Smith) 
was the first Xmas tree casualty. 
A wire short circuited while he was 
trimming the decoration Sunday 
(23) and severely burned his hand. 

That opening campaign for the 
‘Folies Bergeres’ is the work of 
Monte Proser, whom news writers 
are now terming M. Proser, because 
of the French aspect of the show. 

George F. Kann, manager of 
Loew’s Willard, Woodhaven, is re- 
covering from a serious operation 
at the Van Wyck hospital, Jamaica, 
He has been on his back for four 
weeks. 

Martin Dickstein, picture critic of 
the Brooklyn: Eagle, with Mrs. Dick- 
stein and their son, entrained for 
Miami on vacation. Due back around 
Jan. 7. Illness of Mrs. Dickstein 
Prompts trip. " 

Death last week of Max Gordon’s 
mother ended for the producer a 
daily ritual to which he had held 
for 20 years. Every morning Gor- 
don went to his mother’s house for 
breakfast, and never missed when 
in New York. 
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Prague 


By Edward T. Heyn 


‘Lost Patrol’ (Radio) will shortly 
be shown here. 

Ljda Baarova, Czech actress, has 
gry to Berlin to appear in a film 
be made by Gustav Froehlich. 

Zemlinsky’s opera ‘Kreide kreis,’ 

rohibited in Germany, presented in 

e New German Theatre tn Prague. 

‘The Grandson of the Golem,’ 
drama by Paul Leppin, had a pre- 
mMiere at the New German Theatre. 

A new theatre in Prague, the 
Nove Divadlio, opened with the 
‘Claims for Happiness’ by John Dos 
Passos, American. 

Latest film of Vlosta Burian, 
Geechoslevakinn comedian, ‘Do Not 

orry,’ Father,’ will premiere at 
the Adria and MHvezda picture 
houses. 

Buster Keaton’s film, ‘The King 
of the Champs Elisee’ (French- 
Made), will be shown Christmas 
week in the Lucerna and Kotva 
Picture houses. 

New Prague film company Cine 
has been granted a license by the 
Minister of Commerce. Concern will 
distribute ‘Escape Me Never with 
Blizabeth Bergner and ‘Nell Gwyn,’ 
both British and Dominion produc- 
tions. 








London 


Alex Fischer here. 
Irving Thalberg expected here in 
a fortnight, 


‘The Moon Is Red’ folded at Daly’s | 
after a fortnight. 


Hans May here to write for 


British International. 

Iain Lang, gossiper of the Daily 
Sketch, in bankruptcy. 

Quite a few of the Jack Hylton 
band leaving him shortly. 

Cedric Belfrage back—will 
specia! articles for the Express. 

Gaumont-British to start active 
film productions early next year. 

Personal estate of late Otto Kahn 
in England valued at around $35,000. 

Max Berman’s sideline is staging 
pantomimes at hospitals for chari- 
ty. 

Campbell, Connelly & Company 
raising a mortgage on their prop- 
erty. 

Martin Brown here from South of 
France to dispose of his play ‘The 
Idol.’ 

Kimberly and Page U. S. bound 
to spend Christmas holidays with 
the folks. 

All Moss Empire houses playing 
vaudeville to be closed week before 
Christmas, 

Stanley Lupino gargling his 
throat with ammonia in a mistake 
for Listerine. 

Jack Buchanan hoping to hit 
Broadway with a new show in the 
early spring. 

M. Berman, theatrical costumer, 
distributing handsome desk clocks 
for Christmas, 

Arthur Dent talking trade show 
dates over with Frank Ditcham to 
avoid clashing. 

‘Belle of New York’ being re- 
vived at the Garrick as a Christ- 
mas attraction. 

Dick Henderson's kids, the Hen- 
derson Twins, to make their initial 
broadcast Dec. 23. 

Ivor Montague appointc . assistant 
production chief to Michael Balcon 
at Gaumont-British. 

‘Blackbirds’ company to give a 
whole show at Christmas for the 
Holloway Jail inmates. 

Brian Lawrence doing so many 
broadcasts he has brought his bed 
to Broadcasting House. 

George Robey has a financial in- 
terest in the revival of ‘The Bing 
Boys’ at the Alhambra. 

Harry Clifton (Clifton-Hurst 
Production) has an expensive hob- 
by. Running race horses. 

Jimmy Bryson gets $1,250 dam- 
ages as result of being involved in 
a car smash in the West-End. 

Bishop of London, during ser- 
mon, protested against nudity of 
preseht day s‘age productions. 

Now set that Arthur Wood is to 
direct ‘Drake of England’ for Brit- 
ish International early in January. 

Julius Hagen paid Paramount 
$25,000 for the rights of ‘Bella 
egal which Par had intended to 
lm. 

Insiders betting even money that 
George Arliss will be listed among 
the knighthoods for early next 
year. 

Dodo Cutts, playing fairy queen 
in Manchester pantomime, is the 


do } 


wife of Graham Cutts, film pro- 
ducer. 
I. V. T. A., London office of the 


African Consolidated Theatres, Ltd., 
starting to send vaudeville acts 
over again. 

Harry Foster keen on landing a 
Broadway musical for Sir Oswald 
Stoll, to be staged at the Coliseum 
or Alhambra. 

Marion Harris, in hospital with 
dislocated jew, wrote a couple of 
songs which were accepted by Law- 
rence Wright. 

Hal Le Roy will not be in Clif- 
fort? Whitley’s first show, due in 
February, but will be included in 
the April show. 

United Artists sales staff tender- 
ing a dinner to Teddy Carr at the 
Trocadero on the eve of his depart- 
ure for America. 

Garland Wilson, Nina Mae Mc- 
Kinney’s planist, fails to get his 
Labor permit extended, and com- 
pelled to go home. 

To date Jack Haskell has lost 
$10,000 on ‘The Drunkard,’ and Jack 
Waller $2,500. Hope to get it back 
on touring venture. 

Val Parnell, general manager and 
booker for General Theatres, saw 
380 acts during his recent Ameri- 
can trip and booked seven. 

Drury Lane pantomime being re- 
hearsed before empty armchair 
which belonged to Julian Wylie, who 
died of heart failure recently. 

Clifford Whitley will play his 
Dorchester hotel ‘Midnight Follies’ 
at Cannes in opposition to Felix 
Ferry’s show at Monte Carlo. 

Wife of Harry Tate (whose most 
popular variety act was called 
‘Motoring’) in trouble with police 
for using unlicensed automobile. 

Sidney Howard to do a personal 
at the Forum, latest yapp deluxer 
in Kentish Town, with Alfredo and 
his band as the flash attraction. 
Robert Jorgensen kidding Harold 
Conway that the six West End 
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Gertrude Lawrence compelled to 
cancel appearince in ‘Moonlight Is 
Silver’ at Golders Green Hippo- 
drome owing to abscess in her ear. 

Raye, Ellis and Le Rue out of 
the Palladium show for a couple 
days due to Ellis’s dental trouble 
wien developed into a mild break- 
aown. 

At @ special meeting Dec. 13, Sir 
James Barrie was elected president 
of Dramatist Club in succession to 
Sir Arthur Pinero, recently de- 
ceased. 

Teddy Carr, sales manager and a 
director of United Artists (London), 
makes his initial trip to Hollywood 
for a looksee, Due there around 
Dee. 25. 

Dorothy Stone and Charlie Col- 
lins signed for Clifford Whitley’s 
‘Merry - Go - Round’ Revue, with 
Whitley anxious to get Hassard 
Short to produce, 

Owen Nares’ 17-year-old son, 
Geoffrey, making stage debut at 
Royal Performance itn aid of King 
George’s Pension Fund for Actors. 
He will have a small part in the old 
melo ‘Sporting Life’, Dec. 17. 

Gladys Cooper and Raymond 
Massey to stage another Keith 
Winter play, ‘Worse Things at Sea’ 
in the West End shortly, in which 
Max Gordon will be interested. 
Stars won't appear in it, owing to 
prolonged success of ‘The Shining 
Hour.’ 








Hotel annex to Deauville opened. 

City plans marionette theatre for 
park. 

Child's opens 
Flagler street. 

University players to present ‘The 
Circle of Chalk.’ 

Mrs. Lou Magnolia and son, Wal- 
ter, here for winter. 

Al Howard in to prepare for Em- 
bassy club opening. 

Arnold Volpe here to direct series 
of symphony concerts. 

Snewigar defeated Katzentine in 
hot beach mayorality race. 

Charlie Dane new m, c. at Clara 
Villa, succeeding Mack Pepper. 

English cycle racing a new fad. 
Plenty of spills and excitement. 

The Hangar opened by Baron T. 
Von Zastrow, ex-German war ace. 

Frank Seiden new prop. of Flor- 
idian. Formal opening Sat. nite 

9 

Mrs. Walter Hirshon, the former 
Jean Ackerman, resting on the 
sands. 

Sheik Sidi Tayeb Saharaoul, of 
Tunisia, a visitor, Likens Miami to 
his native Africa. 

Abe Hallow one of the two lucky 
ticket holders of recent $1,049.40 
daily double at Tropical. 

Gay throng attended Roney Plaza 
opening. Florence Herbert, Georges 
and Jalna and Mary Danis headline 
the show. 

Crowd of 10,000 sees opening race 
ecard at Tropical. Mutuel handle 
reached $111,947, $11,000 better than 
opening day last year. 

Activity noted in amusement cir- 
cles. Things expected to be in full 
swing by New Year’s eve, although 
many clubs atill marking time still 
undecided as to the future. 

Blackstone Terrace room formally 
opened with dinner dance Wednes- 
day (19). Show features Jean Du 
Val and Al and Fay Ray. Jerome 
Twitchell rendering rhythms. 

New show comes in to Biltmore. 
Leading lights are Howard Marsh, 
Pansy, the horse, with Andrew and 
Florence Mayo, and Galli-Galli. Car- 
los Molina and his South American 
orchestra dispensing rhythmic tan- 


Sydney 


By Erie Gorrick 


Gingham club on 





~ 





John McCurdy off to Melbourne to 
preview ‘One Night of Love’ at the 
Capitol. 

Russian Ballet will premiere in 
Melbourne soon for W-T. Outfit 
played a very good season in Sydney. 

W-T will revive ‘Du Barry’ with 
Sylvia Welling in Sydney. Show has 
just concluded a successful run in 
New Zealand. 

Fox dual ‘Change of Heart’ and 
‘Such Women Are Dangerous’ in 
fourth week in Melbourne, Sydney 
run was weak. 

‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) play- 
ing third week in Melbourne and 
will stick. Sydney season is also set 
for a good run. 

‘Blossom Time’ (B.I.P.) goes into 
12th week in Melbourne and will 
continue. Sydney season reaches 
ninth week and stil! hot 

‘Merry Malones’ stil] fails to get 
going at the b.o. Said that show 
will soon play a repeat in Mel- 
bourne where it made the grade 

Understood that Sir Ben Fuller 
will experiment again with 
grand opera following the terrible | 
failure of his troupe in Melbourne 
Company comes into the Tivoli 


not 





shows he {s publicizing are not af- 
fected by the pre-Christmas slump. 


Sydney on Xmas day but Sir Ben is | 
not too gure of success. 





Hollywood 





Joe Mankiewicz a returner from 
New York. 

H. M. Harwood 
count from the flu. 


J. J. Sullivan back from a trip 
through the northwest. 


Ralph Block returns from his 
Bermuda cruise next week. 


Someone made off with I 
Tracy’s 12-cylinder buggy. 

Harold Lloyd named grand marshal 
of Tournament of Roses parade, 

Joe Twerp, stuttering air comedi- 
an, talking straight for pictures. 


Senator Murphy to England next 
week after selling his property here. 


Leon Shamroy signed by Walter 
Wanger to lense ‘Private Worlds.’ 

Indie Theatre Owners Association 
staging intensive membership drive. 

Herman Goldberg, of Warner's 
N. Y. office staff, here for a few 
days. 

Rian James spending the yule 
holiday with relatives on Long 
Island. 

Martin Santell, brother of the di- 
rector, joined the Jacksen-Leyton 
agency. 

Eddie Silton and Claudia Dell to 
have a strictly private wedding 
Dec. 28. 

Giant Jim McGuinness and short 
Sid Silver boon companions at 
parties. 

Grace Moore airs from here New 
Year’s day and each Tuesday for 
13 weeks. 

Reggy Hammerstein joins Metro 
as a co-director with the Harry 
Rapf unit. 

Gilbert Roland distributing wild 
ducks to his pals after a shoot at 
Salton Sea. 

Hunter Lovelace back in town 
carrying 20 pounds he didn’t have 
when he left. 

Helen Barney, of Radio publicity 
department, recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Bob Gillham flew to New York. 

George Kitchen new fire chief at 
Warners studios. 

Mother of Norman Taurog gets 
a trip around the world as a Xmas 
gift from her son. 

Jack Holt’s son home from Culver 
and senior taking him everywhere 
and posing for photogs. 

Ben Verschleiser flew to New 
York to the bedside of his father, 
Max Verschleiser, dangerously ill. 

Harry Fox, actor-writer, files 
bankruptcy petition, setting debts 
at $7,900 and assets a goose-egzg. 

Capt. Leonard F. Plugge, presi- 
dent of International Broadcasting 
Co., London, here for the holidays. 

Dr. Herbert T. and Natalie Kal- 
mus tossed a Xmas party for 100 
orphans at the Technicolor plant 

Guy Kibbee and Joe E. Brown 
dual as Santa Claus at show given 
by Warners Studio Club for 1,000 
kids, 

J. P. McEvoy jaunting to New 
York over the holidays on business, 
then back to Paramount writing 
staff. 

Mae and Dee Gohlke, Fiorettes 
with Ted Fiorito, to record num- 
bers for George White's ‘Scandals’ 
at Fox. 

Gloria Stuart and her husband, 
Arthur Sheekman, drove to Boulder 
Dam in series of see-California-first 
junkets, 

Frank Capra to Palm Springs for 
a month’s rest after four weeks in 
the hospital having his appendix 
yanked. 

Olivier de Haviland and Ian 
Hunter in from the east for parts 
in Warners ‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.’ 

Jack Brower, Harry Lustig an: 
Bill Walsh spent a day in Frisco 
on the new Warner biz drive atart- 
ing Jan. 1. 

Rin-Tin-Tin leashed by Al Levoy 
as canine star of new, untitled 
Mascot serial now in preliminary 
writing stage. 

Frank Joyce improving after an 
operation, though doctors say it 
will be two months before he can 
leave the hospital. 


took a brief 


Bill Robinson doing his stair 
dance over again gratis for Fox 
‘Little Colonel’ because he no like 


recording of the taps. 

Sid Grauman going to work on 
20th Century’s ‘Call of the Wild’ 
because he js a former sourdough 
in the Alaskan gold rush, 

N. A. MacKay, manager for Mary 
Pickford company, and Mrs. Mac- 
Kay resting at Gilman Hot Springs 
until after Xmas holidays. 

Fox Films has secured court okay 
on its contract with nine-year-old 
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Chicago 
Max Turner back to the Morris 
agency. 
Joe: Donahue, general agent for 


Ringling, to Miami. 

W. C. Butterfield among the Flor- 
ida residents this winter. 

B. & K. Employees’ Club tossed 
their first annual festival last week. 

Aaron Jones in and out of town 
again, shuttling back to New York. 

Johnny MacMahon organizing an 
opera company for a midwest tour, 

Lou Golden, manager of Orpheum 
in St. Paul, stepping around the 
local rialto. 

Al Sobler elected president of the 
CAPA organization; Herb Elisburg 
is vice-prexy. 

R. M. Harvey, general agent for 
the Barnett show, is wintering at 
the Sherman house. 

Bill Elson and missus stopped off 
in the loop on their trip from Min- 
neapolis to New York. 

First time in years there's no 
holiday pitchmen on the streets, 
following Mayor's strict orders. 

Phil Dunas recuperating fast from 
his operation and expected back at 
the Columbia exchange shortly. 

Burridge Butler dodging the snow 


and lake winds by settling down 
for the season on his Arizona 
ranch. 


Lot of film people in town,among 
them Nick Schenck, Mrs. Joe 
Schenck, Harry Warner and Charles 
Einfeldt. 

Practically every performer in 
town was drafted last week for the 
Mayor’s annual charity show at the 
Stadium. 





Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 





Lizzy Balla, musical comedy 
actress, married to Felix Joachime 
son, German scenarist. 

Emmerich Kalman in town, dis- 
cussing a picture to be made at 
Hunnia shortly with his music. 

Dressmaking and allied trades do- 
ing everything possible so _ that 
Opera Ball should again be held this 


Eory, National Theatre 
actress, married to non-pro British 
engineer, James Bailey; leaving the 
stage and the country. 

New picture producing company, 
Attila, formed with Swiss and Ger- 
man capital. First productions 
planned are one of the life of Franz 
Liszt, with his music, and a spec- 
tacular historical picture of the 
medieval Hun conqueror, Attila. 

Ernest Dohnannyi, composer, cone 
ductor and pianist, cannot be prese 
ent at first presentation of his pane 
tomime, ‘Sacred Torch’ at the 
Opera owing to lengthy illness. His 
wife, Elsa Galafres, has written the 
scenario and done the choreography. 

Marika Roekk back from Vienna 
performances, sued by her manager 
for breaking her contract there by 
walking out. She says he did not 
pay her salary. While suit is pend- 
ing she studies German for her part 
in ‘Mountain Fairy,’ Ufa picture 
starring her. 


Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


Another bar exclusively for 
femmes here, 
(WB), 








‘Man With Two Faces’ 
‘Upper World’ (WB), and ‘Death on 
the Diamond’ (MG), doing well here, 

Local music store employes won 
their pay dispute by hunger striking 
in the establishment for two days. 

Tila Juana race meet doing well, 
more American visitors than usual, 
despite winter racing in California, 

Education ministry doping out a 
program for intensifying public in- 
struction by further use of radio 
and films. 

Six persons were killed, 11 fatally 
injured and 600 others hurt when 
grandstands of a bull ring at Patze- 
cuaro, a tourist town, collapsed dure 
ing a show. 

Twelve players, entire personnel 
of a comedy legit company, suing 
management for $1,750, claimed ag 
back wages at the rate of from $2.16 
to $4.25 a day each. 

Police smoothed out a squabble 
between citizens and a native film 
producing company resulting from 
producer making night scenes in cn 
old public garden and using beaue 
coup lights which kept the early re- 
tiring neighbors awake. Row ended 
in favor of producer when police de- 
cided that national film industry 
must be aided. 





The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





Reri at Amsterdam. She may ape 
pear in a Dutch film production. 
Anton Roemer of Hofstadtooneel 





Jane Withers, signed up after her|celebrated his silver stage jubilee 
showing with Shirley Temple iIn!at the Hague. 
‘Bright Eyes.’ Dajos Bela and his band off to 
Leon Gordon, already half owner] America this week, after final pere 
of a bangtail with B. P. Schulberg, | formance at Hague. 
acquiring a second, all his own, Italian Opera billing opening pere 
yclept Jane Hastings, to run at the| formance this season, ‘Aida’; Ane 
Santa Anita races tonio Votto conducting. 
Lowell Farrell, former assistant VARA, socialist broadcaster here, 
}to Bob McIntyre, Samuel! Goldwyn's |} fired all its communist employees, 
production chiet upped to King }and extreme reds very annoyed 
Vider’s second assistant director on | Returns of amusement tax in AMe 
The Wedding Night.’ (Continued on page 55) 












































VARIETY 





Tuesday, December 25, 1934 














Variety House Reviews 








STATE, N. Y. 
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doing things a little different now 
in not naming those she’s imitating. 
Included in her repertoire are take- 
offs on Joe Penner, George Arliss, 
Marie Dressler, Mae West and Jim- 
mie Durante. That she got a hand 
for each, except Durante’s, bespeaks 
the excellence with which she por- 
trayec the different characters. The 
Durante imitash was not so hot, 
however. and it shouldn't be her 
closing bit. In her assist is a male 
accompanist, his piano being her 
dressing-table. Scho. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Dec, 24. 

This is the five-act bill this usual 
full-week house brought in to span 
the pre-Xmas half-week, first time 
such a thing has been done here. 
The pic, ‘Band Plays On’ (MG) and 
acts aren't possessed of any b.o. 
names, but could, possibly, have 
used some selling on the outside to 
advantage. Instead all billing and 
most of newspaper ad space is 
being devoted to coming ‘Mighty 
Barnum’ (UA) and stage show. Re- 
sult is most everybody is looking 
upon this show as feeble fill-in fod- 
der, which it isn’t. 

With the exception of a slight 
droop in the deuce, show starts 
snappily and builds up to a fine 
gallop. Opener is Beyer and Libby, 
old-time bike act. Understood the 
boys retired and now are back 
pedaling again after a few years’ 
hiatus. Turn is still a winner and 
conducted on the old basis, Beyer 
in blackface doing the hoke, and 
Libby, looking impossibly youthful, 
handling the straight-stunt riding. 
A gal comes on to figure in one 
stunt. 

Helen Daniels, blues-burper using 
a mike, is in the deuce. Standard 
stuff. Arthur and Morton Havel, 
plus pair of blonde femme feeders 
and a big, blustery stooge, did less 
than 10 mins. in the trey. Boys’ 
turn was hampered by fact the r.r. 
had lost their big boat-deck scenery 
and act was forced to work before 
a simple traveler; consequently 
part of turn had to be foregone, and 
much of rest lost meaning through 
lack of proper set. 

Charlie Melson, abetted by two 
femmes, drained dry the next-to- 
shut. Turn took some time to grow 
on mob, but when he had ’em he 
held ’em. Scored a decisive show- 
stop. One of the femmes, Miss 
Irmanette, fiddles some fancy tunes, 
but it’s the runty one with the 
tied-tongue, who enters scene as 
audience plant and ends up on 
rostrum in repartee with Melson, 
who gives the act its motivation. 
Once she gets to work it’s bed 0’ 
roses from then on. 

Vernon Rathburn revue _ (7), 
pleasing flash act, closes. Rath- 
burn features his sax tooting, but 
rest of crew rates nearly equal with 
him on ability; they all puff saxes 
to background him, and put through 
other specialties besides. Aside 
from Rathburn, only other lad in 
troupe does some oke_ tapping; 
there are two sets of gal hoof 
teams; another girl travesties a toe 
dance; another warbles a pop song 
into mike, and the last accomps on 
the piano from start to finale, when 
she snatches a sax and joins in 
with the group. 

At the first show Friday biz was 
plenty good considering pre-Xmas 
period. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Dec. 21. 

Though house is not letting the 
word out, the line-up of acts which 
started off the week today (Friday) 
will not hold through whole ses- 
sion. Four of the five will be re- 
placed on Tuesday (Xmas), and a 
walloping bally campaign will be 
uncorked to whip up interest. The 
piece, ‘Grand Old Girl,’ will stretch 
the full session, but on Xmas Day 
Block and Sully, Mary McCormic, 
Robbins Family and George Givot 
will come in and replace all acts 
showing first half save the closing 
dance-flash, De May, Moore and 
Martin. 

This line-up plays smartly, has a 
wealth of variety, and succeeds in 
being generally entertaining; so 
much so, it’s a shame it is con- 
signed to so quick a death. 

Opener finds first seal seen on a 
local rostrum in upwards of two 
years, Packard’s. The glossy polar 
playboy flopped around on his fins 
for 10 mins., running through a 
rippling repertoire of antics that 
seemed to greatly please the pa- 
trons who haven't been given many 
animal acts of late. 

In his syndicated newspaper col- 
recently 


umn, Odd McIntyre 

queried whereabouts of Marshall 
Montgomery, the vet ventriloquist. 
He’s at the Hipp this week and the 
ol turn still has life, plenty. As 
with all such turns, the gags seem 
rather thin from age, but the prime 
selling point, the ventriloquist vir- 
tuosity, still works to advantage. 


Ross Wyse, Jr., in the trey, un 
known here. Another of those lads 
who work with brim of hat up- 
turned, and who employs sleeky 
femme foils to treat the eyes when 


the gags grow painful. The lad ‘n’ 
lass (she’s unbilled) in this instance 
conclude in 13 mins., earlier por- 
tion of which drags slowly, pick-up 
coming only near and when she 
gives the tootsies a workout with 
a tap-dance. Also when Wyse 
closes with solo strenuous acro 


hoofing endeavor. Some humor is | 
needed to brace first-half of act. 
Pappy, Zeke, Ezra and Elton, bill- 
ing selves the Westchester Hill- 
billies, cut a solid chunk of ap- 
plause out of next-to-closing with 
hokec jake-country musiking. Hill- 
billy acts are rare on this town’s 
stages, majority of the naive na- 
tives around here viewing ’em with 
med emotions. To some, the 
hillbilly means nothing. To others 
he is a source of boundless amuse- 
ment. This act met the latter 
type. That backdrop, however, is 





so threadbare one can see through | 
it, and it’s so garish one can’t heip 
looking at it. 

De May, Moore and Martin, fine 
closing dance-flash, is familiar act 
around this sector. Compresses a 
great deal into its 12 mins., passing 
from a long opening number, in 
which the waltz whirl is lampooned 
by the billed trio (2 men, maid), 
through a long song in one by the 
femme piano accompanist, an acro 
rhythm tap by one of the lads, and 
that closing pulsater, the vigorous 
Apache routine that closes only 
when the girl is tossed half-way 
across rostrum and lands on hands 
and knees. 

Biz very good at second show, 
Friday. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


A packed house on hand for the 
matinee, but none too receptive after 
the show got underway. Several 
reasons for the tepid response. 
Stage show is turned into a night 
club presentation this week and a 
general raggedness permeates the 
running order, At times the acts 
seem ill at ease with so much space 
to work in. Most evident when the 
acrobats are assembled for their 
flips and never quite hit their 
stride. To convey the intimate club 
idea, the acts pop in and out fre- 
quently. 

Twelve Manhattan Steppers, six 
girls and six boys, handle the danc- 
ing. Mostly tap routines, with little 
outstanding in the way of a mass 
flash. Three Neff Boys break from 
the line, however, and get a nice 
hand for their individual work. 
Group closes the show and taps up 
and down a flight of stairs. The 
dancing dozen is costumed well and 
makes a nifty appearance. June 
Ardell, from radio sings two bal- 
lads over the microphone. Girl has 
the voice alright and only needs to 
guard against that over eagerness 
to please. 

Picchiana troupe, comprising five 
accordian players, next. Lots of mu- 
sic stored up in these boxes, which 
can deliver if presented right, but 
the choice of selections here was 
weak. Everything a_ resounding 
march or a sugary waltz. One girl 
does a backhand, p!aying her minia- 
ture instrument at the same time. 
The Balabano Five specialize in 
springboard stunts. A triple somer- 
sault at the finish is daring, though 
the band behind the seven tumblers 
rather detracts from the full scenic 
value of this difficult feat. 

Ben Nelson's orchestra is on the 
stage surrounded by holiday candles 
and a Christmas tree. Henny 
Youngman’s mild patter again 
paves the way for the various acts. 
Beginning Jan, 4 the house ex- 
pands on its music end, and an- 
nounces a pit band in addition to a 
stage contingent. Maybe this will 
clear on some of the arid spots. 

‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) on _ the 
screen. Standees at the early show. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 24. 

Though biz off badly on Friday, 
there is no reason why current 
Palace bill won’t build. It’s chock 
full of variety. 

Primarily the show, titled ‘Christ- 
mas Revue,’ is burlesque. Proves 
definitely that line of girls are not 
necessary to a show with talent. 
Main right for use of word revue 
here comes in because Milton 
Berle is on thruout and because 
there are a number of blackouts. 

Opens with Berle entering from 
front of house preceded by part of 


Danny Russo’s pit ork, riding on 
Santa’s shoulders. An old gag but 
effective. 


On stage, Berle opens with some 


clever timely chatter. Legit num- 
ber one act, Mattison Rhythms, in 
dance routines, is a confliction with 
other dance acts on Dill. Could 


easily have spotted a novelty here 


to advantage. 








Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley, in 
their standard adagio to waltz 
music. over to big reception. The 
Rooneys, in their regular vaude act 
and several bits with Berle, are 
prime faves in Chicago, Every- 
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thing they did was well liked by 
audience. 

Press-agent for local cafe featur- 
ing Sophie Tucker has been run- 
contest seeking a second 
Sophie. Need only wait a few more 
years and Baby Rose Marie can be 
a candidate. Her throaty singing, 
for a youngster, is unusual. Could 
well afford to give up short dresses. 
Is sufficiently talented to go over 


‘as is without trying to cash in fur- 


ther on that tot angle. 

Show closed with anti-climax of 
an earlier used blackout—the Venice 
bit. Most of blackouts, sandwiched 
in between acts, are usual variations 
of old Shubert numbers. Queer bit 
highly unnecessary and in poor 
taste. Berle’s own sessions are 
okay. 

Usual stooges and sister in bits 
with Berle. 

‘Caravan’ (Fox) on screen. Berle 
will remain second week following 
precedent started with last show. 

Loop. 


ORPHEUM, ST. PAUL 


St. Paul, Dec, 21. 

With across - the - street opposish 
Paramount pulling its unit shows 
today after four weeks of flesh and 
pictures, this house is now the only 
major in town purveying vaude- 
films, which means that.it should 
continue dragging down those juicy 
grosses, because the natives here 
like vaude, 

Stepping Feet, trick dancing quin- 
tet of two femmes and three men, 
start this week’s bill off in nifty 
tempo. One of the slickest openers 
seen here in weeks, act is followed 
by Charles Brugge, who singles 
with some freak banjo and violin 
playing to the accompaniment of 





gymnastic stunts that had the kid- 


dies chortling. 

In the center niche is Willie, West 
and McGinty in a howl-producing 
act that missed fire due to its hefti- 
est laughs coming too near the be- 
ginning: -With most of the bell- 
ringing business coming before 
two-thirds of this stint had elapsed, 
the audience only giggled at the 
close when they should have been 
roaring. Switching the business 
around a bit could solve this. 

Croel and Allen are a personable 
pair, with Allen tickling a midget 
piano while his attractive femme 
partner does some warbling and 
limb exposing in some cute hoofing. 
Duo on next-to-shut and did all 
right. 

Closing act, Roisman’s Alaba- 
mans, billed as, ‘a southern sym- 
phony direct from Hollywood.’ With 
but five musikers in the act, ‘sym- 
phony’ was a joker. When this act 
stuck to straight music it was oke, 
but when they turned to comedy 
the effect was pretty sour. Reaction 
on audience was a letdown from the 
speedy, smooth work of the previ- 
ous four acts. 

‘Jealousy’ (Col), two shorts and 
news on the film side, Raschick. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Formula show and _ too long. 
Starts running overboard with that 
‘Flirtation Walk’ opening routine 
by the Gae Foster girls and the 12 
Johnnies (male chorus), who do 
everything in the West Point man- 
ual but the reveille. Not only at 
the opening, but for the finale it’s 
the same militaristic routine. ‘In- 
spiration’ duly credited to the 
Warner Bros. film. 

Lillian Shade tops the bill with 
her moderne vocal rhythmania, in- 
cluding that ‘evolution of the tom- 
tom’ number, a nifty special lyric, 
and exceptionally well done by the 





songstress, 
Gine, De Quincey and Lewis, with 
their knockabout ballroomology, 


build it up patly with some legit 
fancy terping for the starter, let- 
ting it run over a minute, and then 
into the hoke, 

Four Polis are among the tops in 
their risley and perch stuff. That 
finale balancing trick belongs in a 
Ringling show. They’ve undoubt- 
edly done three-ring stuff before. 

Rodney and Gould’s hoke comedy 
of familiar pattern rounds out the 
show. The band in the pit is head- 
ed by an anonymous m. c., who in- 
troes one or two of the numbers. 
And how about changing that sign- 


off signature song, ‘We Think 
You’re Wonderful’? 

Feature, ‘Anne of the Green 
Gables’ (Radio) and some Yule 


shorts’ trimmings including a Dis- 
ney. Opening night (Friday) the 
entire mezzanine was reserved for 
a benefit show for unemployed. Biz 
okay downstairs also. Abel. 


ALVIN, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Management reviving locally re- 
cruited ‘Pittsburgh on Parade’ show, 
which used to be a regular Xmas 
week feature at Stanley. Screen 
announcement says it’s ‘produced 
by the originators,’ due probably to 
fact that George Tyson, manager, 


and Jerry Mayhall, musical direc- 
tor, were formerly connected with 
the Stanley. What boys seem to 


have forgotten is that idea had its 
inception with Loew’s when circuit 
used to send around Johnny Hyde 
to put on these juvenile presenta- 
tions, 

At 
always 
natural, 
on screen in 


any rate, production is, and 
has been, a holiday week 
And with Shirley Temple 
‘Bright Eyes,’ that 
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OBITUARIES 


HAL LEWIS 

Hal Lewis, 70, general manager 
for Charles B. Cochran, died in his 
office, Dec, 4, following a seizure. 
Born in China of American parents, 
deceased was for four years man- 
ager for Andre Charlot, after being 
in government service in the East, 
and had been with C. B, Cochran for 
the last eight years. 

He was the first to bring a 
colored jazz band to London, half 
of whom were drowned in a ship- 
wreck while taking them to Ireland 
for a season. 





ROBERT THOMAS 

Robert Thomas, 58, known in 
vaudeville as Manuel, died at Lan- 
caster, Cal., Dec. 21, from injuries 
received in an auto accident. 

For 40 years he toured the vaude 
circuits in a card and coin manip- 
ulation act. He retired from the 
stage last year and was interested 
in a quicksilver and tungsten mine 
near Mojave, Cal., at the time of his 
death, 





JAMES J. McGUINNESS 

James J. McGuinness, executive 
secretary of the Allied Theatres of 
Massachusetts, died at his home, 11 
Lindsay street, Dorchester, last 
week from a heart attack. Mr. Mc- 
Guinness was at his office the early 
part of the week and developed a 
slight cold. 

Survived by his 
Edmund. 


AMBROSE S. DOWLING 

Ambrose S. (Bo) Dowling, 57, died 
suddenly in London Wednesday 
(19). Radio’s former foreign man- 
ager will be brought back to Boston 
for interment. 

More detailed story in film de- 
partment, 


wife and son 








FELIX F. LEIFELS 
Felix F. Leifels, 73, died in New 
York Dec. 22. For 17 years he was 


In Cherished Memory of 
My Beloved Husband 


ARTHUR S. BLONDELL 


Dec. 26, 1933 
EDITH M. BLONDELL 





manager of the N. Y. Philharmonic, 
giving up that position in 1922 in 
the merger. Prior to that appoint- 
ment he had been bass viol player 
in the organization since 1890, 





FRANK BEAL 

Frank Beal, 70, character actor 
and former film director, died Dec. 
20 in Hollywood. Funeral services 
Dec. 22 in Hollywood, remains cre- 
mated. 

Son, Scott Beal, Universal direc- 
tor, and a daughter survive. 





JAMES HANLON 
James Hanlon, branch manager 
for Metro at Atlanta, died there last 
week. He had been 14 years with 
Metro in various exchange ca- 
pacities, 


ANN JINKS 

Ann Jinks, who with her husband, 
George Jinks, played the standard 
Jinks’ Marionetteers in vaudeville 
for many years, died in New York 
Dec. 18 of pneumonia. ‘ 

Two children, aged six and four, 
survive. 





George Riley, 71, for many years 
backstage doorman at the Metro- 
politan and the Paramount theatres 
in Los Angeles, died in that city 
Dec, 21 after a brief illness. Besides 
his widow he is survived by a son, 
George Riley, Jr., former manager 
of Grauman’s Chinese and now at 
Warners studio. 





Edward 8S. Jordan, Syracuse mhi< 
sician with a radio and recording 





IN FOND MEMORY 
of My Pal and Friend 


GEORGE LIPSCHULTZ 


Who Died Dec, 24, 1932 


JERRY VOGEL 





reputation, die@ Dec. 16 at Marcy, 
following a two years’ illi.ess. He 
was best known as a harmonica 
player, and as such had made rec- 
ords for Victor and had broadcast 
from a score of radio stations. 





Mrs. Robert R. Reynolds, wife of 
the junior U. S. Senator from 
North Carolina, died in Asheville 
Dec. 12 after an illness of more 
than a year. She had at one time 
been in musical comedy as Eva 
Brady. 





Mother, 84, of Max Gordon, died 
Dec. 20 at her home in New York, 
In addition to Max, five daugh- 
ters survive. Other children were 
the late Cliff Gordon, the monolo- 
gist; and Dave Gordon, the agent. 





Joseph Riley, 37, of Local No. 1, 
IATSE, died at a private sanatorium 
in Saranac, Dec. 19, after a res- 
idence of 12 years. 

A brother, John Riley, survives, 
Interment, Greenpoint, L. I. 


Mrs. Marjorie Hall, 34, former 
vaude dancer, committed suicide in 
Los Angeles, Dec. 18, by inhaling 
gas. Her fourth husband and a 12- 
year-old son survive. 








Glen E. Booth, blind Syracuse radio 
musician, died in Onondaga Santi- 
tarlum Dec. 18 after a prolonged 
illness, He was proficient on nine 
instruments. 





Wife of Ludwig Klitsch, president 
of Ufa, Berlin's ace film producing 
and distributing company, died 
Wednesday (19) in Berlin. 





Dr. Henry Rice, 82, died Dec. 20 
in Chicago of pneumonia, Survive 
ing are two sons, Andy and Bill 
Rice, 





Mrs. Henrietta Mulhall, mother 
of Jack Mulhall, died Dec. 17, in 
Newark. 





makes it a double lure. for the kid- 
dies, Show, while not entirely made 
up of infant prodigies, has a gen- 
erous sprinkling of mites, with 
others possibly ranging in age to 
18. Only ringers are Johnny Per- 
kins, house’s regular m.c., and the 
chorus, together with a couple of 
additional adult performers. 


Trouble common to most of these 
‘Pittsburgh on Parades’ is evident 
this year. There's too much same- 
ness, the kids do too much of the 
same thing and the monotony b.- 
comes a bit wearing after the first 
hour, It’s impossible to regulate 
running time and there can’t be any 
eliminations, or parents who hang 
around backstage would raise the 
roof if their little pet hoofer or 
warbler didn’t get his or her turn. 
So much talent accepted here this 
week that the kids work in four 
shifts, nobody doing more than a 
single show today. 


When caught at first show this 
afternoon, the kids had more cute- 
ness than talent, and repetitious 
chores made the whole thing seem 
pretty draggy. It appeared as if 
every mother who had ever sent a 
kid to dancing school was repre- 
sented in the audience, with every 
last one of their juniors up there 
on the stage. 

Best item was that pony chorus, 
made up of tykes no more than four 
or five, who followed the regular 
line on a couple of appearances. 
Youngsters weren't quite mistresses 
of the situation, but they were so 
attractive looking in their abbrevi- 





ated costumes and so oblivious of 





the audience that their errors made 
little or no difference, 

Perkins himself keeps in the 
background this week, merely ine 
troducing the kids and participating 
in a production number designed 
for a comedy sock at the finish. A 
tap ensemble composed of about 20 
kiddies was nicely staged and other 
stand-outs were a lanky youth, who 
plays the mouth-organ with his ear 
and nose, and a sepia trio on next- 
to-closing for a dance flash. Had 
t? be next-to-closing because no- 
body could follow them. As it wag, 
they completely showed up the dif- 
ference between an inherent rhythe 
mic sense and the typical dance- 
school instruction. 

Whole thing ran way ‘overboard 
on time, consuming around 95 mine- 
utes, That, with the feature, news- 
reel and Bernie Armstrong’s organ- 
logue of Yule carols, in which he 
uses an unseen male vocalist at the 
close, made it a three and a half 
hour show. It'll have to be cone 
densed considerably, for both bust- 
ness and entertainment reasons. 

Cohen, 


DOUG MONTGOMERY FLIES 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 

Douglas Montgomery, flies to New 
York, Wednesday (26), to lamp Ken- 
neth McKenna in ‘Merrily We Roll 
Along.’ 

He will also fly back to begin re- 
hearsals in same role for Curran 
who is opening show at the Belasco 
here after New Years. 
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GTE Suit 


(Continued 


1,600,000 shares of Class ‘A’ stock, 
on April 17, 1930. 

judge Rosenman absolved Halsey, 
Stuart & Co., including Charles B, 
Stuart, besides Saul E. Rogers, and 
the Chase Bank, from _ possible 
liability in the matter. He held that 
Halsey, Stuart was not connected in 
any way with either the profits 
made by the syndicate or damages 
caused by acts of the directors in- 
vo'ved. 

Ile also found that Attorney Saul 
Rogers, former general counse] for 
Fox Film, had withdrawn from the 
situation before the acts complained 
of were consummated, 

Chase Bank was not involved 
either in the profits or loss of Fox 
Film. He held that the only claim 
which was made against the bank in 
this suit was that Chase Bank 
loaned the syndicate involved funds 
with which to carry out the plan. 
No agency was shown, and the bank, 
therefore, could not be made liable 
for -‘making loans in the ordinary 
course of business. 

The plaintiffs figured to show the 
contrary through attempting to 
show domination of the bank and 
the companies by the directors and 
others sued. 

Plaintiffs’ basis of complaint was 
the exchange of certain properties 
and money among three corpora~ 
tions, pursuant to a larger reorgan- 


ization plan in which the three cor-— 


porations participated and which 

was designed to clear Fox Film and 
Fox Theatres from debt. The third 
company involved is General The- 
atres Equipment, Inc. 

There is a reorganization plan for 
GTE presently in process of being 
formed. Whether Judge Rosen- 
man’s ruling bears, and how, on this 
GTE reorganization plan isn’t de- 
tailed. 

On April 17, 1930, Fox Film is- 
sued 1,600,000 shares of Class ‘A’ 
stock and transferred this amount 
of shares to Fox Theatres Corp, to- 
gether with about $8,000,000 in cash, 
and a release of claims of approxi- 
mately $19,000,000 had by Fox Film 
against Fox Theatres. 

In exchange, Fox Film received 
660,900 shares of Loew stock held 
by Fox Theatres and a release of a 
large contingent: liability which had 
arisen on prior purchases by Fox 
Theatres of Loew stock. 


This was part of the maze of fi- 
nancial transaction surrounding the 
Fox company properties in connec- 
tion with the sale of William Fox’s 
personal interests and control to 
others, including Harley L. Clarke 
and General Theatres Equipment. 


Albert H. Wiggin was head of 
Chase Bank at the time. 
Fox Theatres, ‘thereafter, trans- 


of Fox ‘A’ to 


General Theatres Equipment, Inc., 


/ and received $48,000,000. 


hee 


The syndicate, which included 
certain G.T.E. directors, it was al- 
leged by plaintiffs, had an agree- 
ment from G.T.E,. to let the syndi- 


cate have 240,000 of the 1,600,000 
shares of Fox Film Class ‘A’ at $30 
per share. 


$12 a Share Profit 

Knowing that it was to receive 
this stock at $30 per share, the syn- 
dicate proceeded to sell in the open 
market 120,000 shares at various 
prices, approximately averaging $42 
per share. 

Therefore, on April 18, 1930, the 
syndicate had clear profits of $12 
per share on 120,000 shares on April 
18, 1930, according to Judge Rosen- 


man’s memorandum handed down 
with his ruling. 
After April 18, 1930, the syndi- 


cate continued to sell the remainder 
of its stock at further profit and the 
total profit on the 240,000 shares 
held, it is figured, aggregated around 
$4,000,000. 

On these alleged facts, Judge 
Rosenman held it is contrary to good 
conscience and to well settled prin- 
Ciples of equity for a director of a 
eccrporation to make such profits at 
the expense of his corporation. 

William F. Ingold and Murray 
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directors of General 
Theatre Equipment, Inc., and also 
participated in the syndicate, ac- 
cording to Judge Rosenman’s memo- 
randum. As such they were dis- 
qualified, he holds, from making a 
profit for themselves by trading in 
the assets of the corporation. 

Not only must 
surrender such 


Dodge were 


themselves 
profit, the court 
holds, but those who co-operated 
with them with knowledge of the 
facts must likewise disgorge any 
profits which they may have made 
as a result of the transactions. 

Ingold and Dodge, defendants, as 
| directors, and Chase Securities 
Corp., as a member of the syndi- 
cate, are therefore liable, Judge 
Rosenman holds, so far as the plain- 
tiff’s case goes, for all the profit 
made by all the members of the 
syndicate. 


The corporation which is entitled 
to a return of these profits, Judge 
Rosenman holds, however, is not 
Fox Film, but General Theatres 
Equipment, Inc. On this last ac- 
count the dismissal of the Fox Film 
stockholders’ complaint was had. 

But Judge Rosenman goes further 
ito remark, as per his memorandum, 
that the claim for return of these 
profits should not be confused with 
the claims of the damages sustained 
by reason of the transfer of certain 
properties from Fox Film Corp, to 
Fox Theatres Corp. 

a 


Class Air Show 
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they 


Menuhin, Gladys Swarthout, Myra 
Hess, Lotte Lehmann, Tito Schipa, 
Feodor Chaliapin. 

For the Lily Pons-Louis Hassel- 
man’s combination on the Sunday 
(23) before Christmas the Metropol- 
itan opera chorus under the direc- 
tion of Giulio Setti turned in some 
fine carols. Lily Pons, dainty di- 
minity of opera, a slim and graceful 
120-pounder, whose poise is as fa- 
mous as her voice, was a wow with 
arias from ‘Barber of Seville’ and 
‘Lakme.’ This spaghetti-avoiding 
diva must make it tough for the 
operatic matrons of orthodox girth. 
Pons is an electric personality and 
General Motors undoubtedly was 
hailed as Santa Claus by many. 
These concert names are usually on 
display elsewhere for $3.30 or $4.40. 

Milton J. Cross’ dignified, yet 
light, announcing fits the ideal of 
the programs just right. Only one 
woman had the audacity to leave in 
advance of the final chime after 
Cross had suavely placed all the au- 
dience on their honor (not in so 
many words) to give the program a 
break. 

Small concession, if any, seems to 
be made to the radio listeners so 
far as the selection of music is con- 
cerned. ‘Mother Goose’ suite, as an 
example, is faint at moments to the 
point of inaudibility and marked by 
pauses between movements. This 
would seem to be in complete con- 
tradiction to radio requirements. 
There were other evidences of cater- 
ing to the orthodox ritual of sym- 
phony first and the dialers secondly. 

Probably this relatively high mu- 
sical integrity on the part of 
General Motors has been a prime 
necessity and attraction to the phil- 
harmonic big timers. They are not 
asked or required to go vodeodo. 
Recent hodge-podge in Kansas City 
for the Rexall sponsorship was due 
to asking a symphony orchestra to 
get hot. Land. 


Ducking the Ducker 


Syracuse, Dec. 24. 
Walter C. Gannon, Hannibal con- 
cessionnaire, wants $1,000 damages 
from the Kirkville Brotherhood, 
Inc., claiming that terms of an 
agreement were violated when he 
was not permitted to occupy space 


at the Kirkville Exposition last 
September. 

Gannon proposed to operate a 
duck game, with patrons tossing 


rings and winning the birds if they 
were ringed. 

LBrotherhood's answer admits the 
lease, but alleges SEs. 


Just a Memory 


Toledo, Ia., Dec. 24. 
Tama County Fair association is 
now a name only, fair grounds and 


properties having been sold at auc- 
tion. The 32-acre tract went for 





$6,468, representing the amount of 
the mortgage and costa. 


Red Men Hit War Trail 


Detroit, Dec, 24. 


Tribe of Indians and local theatre 
manager met in office of Dante J. 
Dente, legal counsel, for the local 
NRA, this week, when 40 Indians 
pressed claims for their salaries, due 
them for participation in outdoor 
spectacle of ‘Hiawatha’ at State 
Fair grounds last September. 

It seems Gus Copeland, manager 
Columbia theatre, forgot the little 
matter of paying the Indians off. 
Chief Big Bear, acting as spokes- 
man, declared they were putting the 
matter up to Chief Blue Eagle. 

Copeland claims the Indians ran 
him up a neat bill by getting in 
the breadlines twice and that this 
would have to be threshed out. 


N.Y. STATE FAIR FACES 
LOSS OF GIG RACES 


Syracuse, Dec. 24. 

Facing loss of all ‘big time’ racing 
stables for the Grand Cireuit meet- 
ing at the 1935 New York State 
Fair. its officials today are con- 
fronted with the alternatives of 
either shifting the dates of the ex- 
position, fixed for Aug. 31-Sept. 7, 
or offering a series of half-mile 
country fair horse races as the main 
attraction. 

It has been discovered that Fred 
J. Terry, publisher of The Horse- 
man, has sold his five stake races 
to the Indiana State Fair, held on 
the same dates. 

Suggestion that the New York 
exposition be held Aug. 25-Sept. 2 
has aroused stiff opposition from 
agricultural organizations, who say 
the additional week is vital for the 
maturing of produce for show pur- 
poses. 


Beatty Under Roof 


Detroit, Dec, 24. 


With the sending out of 100,000 
tickets now in the mail, the annual 
Shrine Circus, makes advance an- 
nouncement pertaining to its ten- 
day showing in February at the 
State Fair Coliseum. 

Gretonas and Clyde Beatty to be 
featured. Beatty will offer new 
act consisting of 40 mixed animals. 
Acts will be supplied by the Adkins 
and ‘Terrells International Circus 
Corp. Eddie Stinson is represent- 
ing local Shrine. 


Chatter 
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sterdam 15% less than last year, the 
Hague 4% less; main reduction 
from cinemas. 

Fritz Hirsch operetta opening 
winter season in The Hague with 











premiere of ‘Fruehlingstraum im 
alten Wien,’ by Granichstaedten. 
Willem Hunsche, 54, died. Was 


one of the old guard of actors here 
and very popular. Premiere of film 
in which he acted, ‘Blessed Hope,’ 
based on play by Heyermans, was a 
a few days ago. 

In Amsterdam 15 cafes are al- 
lowed to play music after midnight, 
for which they pay an extra 20% 
amusement tax. Whole system now 
under review, and Amsterdam may 
yet be 100% dark after midnight. 

Sam Morris, vice-president, and 
Max Milder, manager British pro- 
duction of Warner Bros., flew from 
Croydon to Amsterdam to have a 
look at Warner house there, which 
nearly ready, and will be Dutch 
home for Warner offices. 


Vienna 


‘Circus Star’ series ending. 

M-G-M signed Luise Rainer. 

Dusolina Giannini recovering 
from ‘flu. 

New Magneton organ to be tried 
out at the Urania. 

Fritz Rotter likely to finance mu- 
sical productions at Stadt theatre. 

‘Abraham Lincoln’ in Burg Thea- 
tre’s repertoire four times a week. 

‘Family Affairs’ hy Gertrude Jen- 
nings sold to Burg Theatre manage- 
ment. 

Friedrich Schreyvog] 





translating 


Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Queen Eliza- 
beth.’ 
J. M. Behrman’s ‘Biography’ 


and Hungarian. 
Leopoldine Konstantin to meet 


on her birthday, March 15 


Oscar Wilde’s ‘A Woman of No 
Importance’ to be revived at Scala 
with Leopoldine Konstantin. 

yerhard Hauptmann’s ‘Rose 
Bernd’ postponed so as not to in- 


terrupt ‘Men in White’ at Josefstadt 





Paula Wessely to star in Hans 
Jaray’s ‘Ping-Pong’ and Bernard 
Shaw’s ‘Saint Joan.’ 


process of translation into Geren | 


husband Geza Herczeg in Hollywood | 





BOCKUS SHOW FREE 


Manager Pinched for Salary Ar- 
rears; Show Was on Dole 


Rutland, Vt., Dec. 24. 
attachments held up 
Curtis L. Bockus Wild Animal Cir- 
cus here for two The 
was held at the National Guard ar- 
mory by the sheriff despite efforts 
of the armory officials to force it to 
move. . 

Bockus was jailed for two days, 
but an agreement was reached and 
he was released and allowed to re- 
turn to his home in Saco, Me., 
where he raised sufficient funds to 
move the outfit. Meantime the em- 
ployees and perfermers were cared 
for by the city charity department. 

The show had played five other 
Vermont dates and had found slim 
pickings, although the outdoor 
shows go good here. 


BURLESQUE T0 


Salary 


days. show 





Miami gets its first sample of 
modern burlesque this winter, with 
Joe Weinstock taking over the 
Auditorium theatre there for the 
Minskys. Opens on or about Jan. 12. 

Cast will be changefl every two 
weeks, companies being sent down 
intact from the New York Minsky 
houses by boat. 


MINSKY-SUPREME LANDS 
VARIETY, PITT BURLEY 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 


Third booking switch of season 
sends Minsky-Supreme_ burlesque 
shows into George Jaffe’s Variety 
starting this week. Jaffe was ready 
to return to stock when opportunity 





up. 

Jaffe started off year with stock 
in September, several weeks ago 
switched to Independent wheel 
shows, and will now get Supreme 
attractions. First show is ‘Monte 
Carlo Nights’ with Mary Sunde. 
Business at Variety has shown 
marked improvement since manage- 
ment went in for cut-rate coupon 
tickets, newspaper ads, when 
clipped, entitling customer to 50% 
mark-down. 


Mix-Miller Settle 


Dec, 24. 


Announced from Ponca City that 
the damage suit brought by Colonel 





Kansas City, 


Zack T. Miller of the 101i Ranch 
and the late 101 Ranch) circus 
against Tom Mix over an alleged 


breach of contract by Mix has been 
settled out of court. 

Controversy was the result of a 
contract between Mix and Miller for 
the appearance of Mix with the 191 
Ranch show four Col- 
onel Miller claimed 


years ago, 











the | 


INVADE MIAMI 


to grab a Minsky franchise turned: 


Mix violated his | 


Puzzling Ruling Mayor May Not 
Kill Albany Burley; Capitol 
Pinch Causes Plenty Trouble 


+ ee 
Albany, Dec. 24, 
Burlesque — here since 1889 —is 
banned from Albany — but if any 


theatre starts burlesque it may ex- 


pect to have its license revoked, 
This puzzling edict, which, theatre 
men contend, leaves the way open 
to anyone to make a court test of 
the ban, was made by Mayor 
Thacher a few hours after a public 
hearing Thursday (20) on whether 


the Capitol theatre's license should 
be revoked. 

The Mayor was saved 
ing a formal decision. 
Rowland and Max Rudnick, co- 
operators of the house, went to him 
after the hearing and told him they 
voluntarily would close Supreme 
Wheel burlesque shows. They asked 
permission to continue two weeks 
to enable them to give that notice 


from mak- 
Edwin W. 


to their employes and actors. The 
Mayor promptly agreed. 

The public hearing before the 
Mayor took place eight days after 
police raided the season's most 
overdressed show, ‘Monte Carlo 


Nights,’ and arrested 22 girls, Man- 


ager Rowland and George Harris, 
stage manager. One of the girls, 


Lillian Dixon, was tried first and a 
police court jury disagreed on the 
charge she took part in an indecent 
show. The jury stood five to one 
for acquittal. 

The two detectives who supplied 
the information for the raid testi- 
fied the girls wore only a trans- 
parent breastplate, a thin girdle 
and a pair of shoes. At the police 
court tria one of the detectives 
testified Miss Dixon exposed three 
inches of flesh frontage while the 
other one said the exposure was 14 


inches. 3ut at the hearing they 
said nothing about the dimensions, 





came forward at tle hear- 
| ing to corroborate the policemen’s 
| testimony or to say they had wite 
; nessed the shows. 

| The theatre was represented by 
t 


No one 


Col. John Q. Tilson, member of 
Congress from Connecticut for 25 
years; Paul Weintraub, counsel to 
the Burlesque Code Authority; I. H. 
Herk, chairman of the Authority; 
two Albany lawyers and W. W. 
Farley, former chairman of the 
State Democratic Committee, owner 
of the Capitol building and also a 
lawyer. 

Weintraub vigorously objected to 
the detectives as judges of purity. 
He contended detectives’ views on 
the construction of conversations 
are only private views, as are their 
opinions on lewdness. The Mayor 
overruled him. 

Tilson declared if the shows are 
too indecent people will stay away. 
Herk pointed out that burlesque the 
country over would suffer if Al- 
bany officials banned it as ims 
proper entertainment. 

Frank Walters, secretary 
Musicians’ Union; spoke against 
stopping the shows and_ thereby 
creating more unemployment. 
Thomas F. McGrath, speaking for 
the Building Trades Union, asked 
that the shows be continued so that 
lapproximately 40 Albany employes 


of the 





could retain their jobs at the 
Capitol. 
Instructs Police 
After speakers for both sides had 
|} been heard, the Mayor declared the 
| public may test assured that as 


long as he is in office there will be 
‘nothing to offend the sense of 
decency and morality.’ He declared 
this is not a drive solely against the 
Capitol, against ‘all indecent 








but 





contract when he went with Sells | shows,’ whether in theatres, night 
Floto, and sued Mix in Pennsyl-/ clubs or anywhere else. He said he 
ivania, where he was given a judg- | haa instructed police to obey his 
a for $66,000. Mix appealed! cleanup order. 
from the decision and asked for a Retrials of Miss Dixon and the 
new trial, but was denied cases of the other 21 girls and Rowe 
Terms of the settlement were not jiand and Harris have been con- 
given, but the word from Ponca! tinued to Jan. 7. 
c ‘ity states that they were under-| The Capitol obtained more than 
tood to be approximately $22, 3,000 names on petitions favoring 
| ena eae = the continuance of burlesque and 
in| Gi Gai A d | 20 0 letters of approval were written 
j by business m«¢ Future of the 
| ir ills War | house 1 : not been decided. Rowe 
land ee: Rudnick, who have a fives 
Toronto, Dec, 24. FA “ar lease, may continue to operate 
| Belle Lichman, 20, paralyzed for ut not with burlesque. 
| life after breaking her back whi le ign 
| doing a ‘neck-roll’ in the Canadi New York yesterday (Monday) 
| Natior al Exhibition’s water c aint 4 Pa Weintraub said he had not 
| ° staged by the Model Sho of ' been informed of the ‘no burlesque’ 
America, was awarded $5,000 rulin but that the case is in 
court eens in her original $2' red ibeyance, with defendants given 10 
action. ldays in which to submit briefs, 
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‘She’s the flower of our hearts, Sweet 
Adeline!” And Irene Dunne’s beauty as this 
charming heroine will make you say, “In- 
deed she is!” 


Not just a matter of luck—Irene Dunne’s love- 
liness. She’s as careful as can be of her complexion, 
that all-important part of any woman’s charm. 








‘*‘No girl should run the risk of spoiling her skin through 
removing cosmetics carelessly,”’ she says. ‘‘I use cosmetics, 
but I’ll never have Cosmetic Skin—Lux Toilet Soap takes 
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Keep yours exquisite! | 
tractive Cosmetic Skin Irene Dunne’s easy way | 











IRENE DUNNE 


Radiant star of 
Warner Brothers’ 


“SWEET ADELINE” 


When you see her in this gay 
musical romance, notice the 
flawless smoothness of her skin. 















Guard against unat- 


Why not follow her simple care? Use all the cosmetics 
you wish, but be sure to remove them properly. For 
stale rouge and powder left choking the pores cause 
the dullness and little blemishes that are warning 
signals of Cosmetic Skin. 


Before you apply fresh make-up during the day, 
ALWAYS before you go to bed, use Lux Toilet Soap. 
Its ACTIVE lather sinks deep into the pores, removes 
every trace of stale cosmetics, dust and dirt. 


9 out of 10 Hollywood stars use Lux Toilet Soap. 
Protect your skin this way, too! 


— The Beauty Soap of the Stars 








